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PREFACE. 



The Sixth Volume of the Magazine is now brought to a close, 
and we believe that it wilF be found fully equal, in interest, to 
any that has preceded it. 

The attention which has been gives to new fruits, and the 
desire which has been felt, to procure information respecting all 
the new varieties, particularly of pears, has induced us to devote 
considerable space to that purpose, and, in the early part of the 
volume, will be found some very valuable papers, by Mr. Man- 
ning, Mr. Downing, and others. The introduction of new flow- 
ers, from abroad, has not been so great, within a year or two, as 
previously: so much disappointment has been occasioned by 
hasty importations of new things, that amateurs and others pre- 
fer to obtain some correct information, before they purchase at 
high prices: in consequence of this, there have not been so 
many new plants noticed, as in some of our earlier volumes. 
In this volume, however, we have described a great number of 
new seedling verbenas, camellias, and geraniums, the produc- 
tions of our amateur and practical gardeners, and most of them 
commended as among the finest varieties which have yet been 
raised of these admired tribes. Our Floricultural Notices 
have not been as extended as usual; but they will be more com- 
plete hereafter. Among the Miscellaneous Intelligence is to be 
found some very valuable information. 

A hearty co-operation of the friends of horticulture, through, 
out the country, is only needed, to render the Magazine more 
and more useful. The communications in the present volume, 
are, several of them, from new correspondents, and we hope 
they will continue to give us their sssistance; for their kindness 
they will receive our thanks. Some of our old friends have not 
been so communicative as in former volumes, but we shall ex- 
pect them to renew their acquaintance with our readers in the 
next. So far as our own labors are concerned, we shall endea- 
vor to impart new interest to every volume. Let us invite every 
individual who appreciates the importance of one Magazine de- 
voted to Horticulture, to come forward, and give it his hearty 
support. C. M. H. 

Boston, Jiov, 20, 1840. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS, 

Art. I. A Retrospective View of the Progress of Horticvl- 
ture in the United States^ during the past year. By the 
Editor. 

The close of another season brings us to that period, when 
we may look back and review the progress which has been 
made in the science of horticulture during the past year. At 
the commencement of the year we had the gratification of an- 
nouncing that horticulture was in a much more Bourishing state 
than it had been the preceding year; and it was our hope that 
it might continue to advance, without again being so suddenly 
checked as it had been in 1837. Rut commercial affairs, upon 
the prosperity of which horticulture is, in a degree, depend- 
ent, have been again plunged into embarrassment, and the atten- 
tion of a portion of the community drawn away from the peace- 
ful and quiet pursuit of horticulture, to the din and bustle of the 
commercial world. Such embarrassments in the mercantile 
community affect, seriously, the interests of horticulture; and 
improvements which would have taken place, hut for the recur- 
rence of such a state of things, are postponed, until an oppor- 
tunity shall again occur, when leisure and the pecuniary condi- 
tion of society shall enable those who have engaged in the prac- 
tice of horticuhure, to carry out and complete that which had 
been long contemplated. The year opened with fair encour- 
agement, and a rapid advancement in horticultural improve- 
ment was confidently anticipated: it has passed away, and we 
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have recorded much that has been accomplished. The present 
stale of things will, we doubt not, gradually pass off without 
having been but a momentary check upon horticultural improve- 
ment; and if it may result in inducing individuals to enter more 
zealously into its pursuit; and the pursuit of the kindred sci- 
ence of agriculture, we shall not regret that it has been thus 
retarded, but regard it as a lesson to teach the community, that 
in the noble profession, of the cultivation of the earth, is to be 
found an occupation, which, however deeply commercial af- 
fairs may be depressed, will not be subject to embarrassments 
always attendant on such events. 

The past year has been a highly favorable season for vegeta- 
tion: the winter of 1838-39 was mild, without any extremes 
of cold, and less damage was done to trees, shrubs and plants, 
than for several years previous. The spring opened mod- 
erately, giving promise of a Gne season, and was followed 
by a warm and favorable summer, without any intense heat, 
accompanied by frequent genial showers, and free (with one 
exception) from the severe storms which sometimes occur. 
The autumn — unusually pleasant and serene — was prolonged 
almost into winter; affording an opportunity for the full growth 
and maturity of every crop, and ample time to prepare for the 
severity of winter. The agricultural, as well as the horticul- 
tural, community, have reaped a rich and bounteous harvest. 

With these prefatory remarks, we enter upon a notice of 
some of the improvements which have been effected, so far as 
we have had the pleasure of informing ourselves from personal 
inspection, and from receiving the assistance of our correspond- 
ents. We shall divide the subject as heretofore, viz: — the 
advancement of horticulture as an art — and the statistics of 
horticulture. 

The Advancement op Horticulture as an Art. 

Landscape Gardening, — We regret that we are not enabled 
to enumprate some specimens of improvement in the true sense 
in which the art- consists. The mere embellishment of small 
gardens, or the planting of larger ones, does not come within 
its scope, and we fear it will be some time before we shaH be 
enabled to record the existence of any good specimen m the 
country. It is true that much more attention is given to the 
laying out of gardens, and that small beds of turf are occa- 
sionally introduced, on which groups of flowers are planted; 
but, other than this, there has been no attempt made, that we 
are aware of, to introduce landscape gardening, even among the 
many suburban villas, which abound in the vicinity of oixc 
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large cities. It will be our effort lo introduce one or two en- 
gravings in the present volume, to shbw the difference between 
the common mode of laying out grounds, and that in which 
landscape shall be the principal Teaiure. If we can succeed in 
inducing one person to attempt the accomplishment of this ob- 
ject, we shall look upon it as the beginning of a new era in 
the progress of this department of gardening. 

Arboriculture, — The same remarks, applied to landscape 
gardening, may be applied to arboriculture. Very little has 
yet been done. Besides the planting of fruit trees, and a few 
smaller shrubs, and occasionally some forest trees of the Grst 
class, for the embellishment of public walks, &c., not much 
has been attempted. It is with pleasure, however, that we 
learn that the formation of an arboretum is proposed in the 
Harmony Grove Cemetery, at Salem. Several of the pro- 
prietors are gentlemen of wealth and taste, and we hope to see 
this desirable object accomplished. In the present state of 
gardening, individuals will not undertake such a thing, but the 
proprietors and directors of cemeteries may do so; and while 
they ornament their grounds, confer a favor to the botanical 
student and the public, by gathering together all the trees and 
shrubs which will endure our severe winters. Their relative 
beauty and effect in plantations may thus be seen, and to those 
who are about laying out villa residences, the information to be 
obtained from the simple inspection of a properly arranged ar- 
boretum will be of great value. We sincerely wish that the 
intentions of the proprietors may be completed. 

Horticulture, — In horticulture we are gratiGed to find more 
attention given to the cultivation of the products of the kitchen 
garden. Many of the best of them have heretofore been found 
of only medium quality, but their growth is now an object upon 
which some more care and attention should be bestowed. Caul- 
iflowers, brocolis, celery, &c., of a very superior quality, are 
DOW found in the market, in the place of those of ordinary 
growth. The annual exhibition of the Pennsylvania Horticul- 
tural Society displayed the greatest vnriety of vegetables ever 
seen: other horticuhural societies have offered liberal premiums, 
and have thus induced many cultivators to make efforts to excel. 
Some new varieties have been introduced, and these have been 
recorded under their proper head. 

In eastern cities we have no knowledge of any remarkable 
improvements; indeed, it is scarcely time to look for such: 
very few gardens of any size, and containing a variety of pro- 
ductions, yet exist. In Salem, Mr. Manning has continued 
to prove new varieties of pears, plums, apples, &c. We 
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have, in our last volume, noticed his garden, as well as the 
more prominent ones in that city, and shall not enlarge upon 
them in this. Mr. Manning has some notes on several vari- 
eties of pears, which we hope soon to lay before our readers. 

In Boston and viciniiy, the same steady zeal has actuated 
many of the possessors of gardens to add all the choice kinds 
of fruits to their collections. The shows of the Massachu- 
setts Horticultural Society attest the labors of various cul- 
tivators . Some importations of trees have been made, but they 
have not included any varieties very superior to those previously 
to be found in collections. The forcing of grapes is rapidly ex- 
tending, and the ready sale and the good prices which grapes 
command, has induced many to enter into their growth. The 
* retarding system, attempted for the first tinie by Mr. Hagger- 
ston, in 1838, has been once more tested, and found to answer, 
fully, the desired purpose. Fruit trees in pots are more culti- 
vated than heretofore, and in limited gardens this method will be 
found to answer a good object. Pine-apples continue to be 
grown in admirable perfection by Mr. Haggerston, at Mr. 
Cushing's, and some superior fruits have been cut the past sea- 
son. Very few seedling fruits, of any note, that we are aware 
of, excepting the new strawberry raised by ourselves, have 
been brought into notice the past year. 

In Providence there is a better spirit manifested upon the 
subject of horticulture; the existing state of things we have re- 
corded in our past volume, from a personal inspection of seve- 
ral of the principal gardens. Capt. B. W. Comstock has 
commenced a plantation of pears, apples, plums, &c., embrac- 
ing many of the finest varieties, and will soon have an abund- 
ance of fruit. Very few gardens, however, can enumerate any 
great assortment of fruit, and the introduction of the newer 
and more select varieties may be considered as just com- 
menced. At Stonington, Conn., Mr. Phelps is making im- 
provements, as noticed in our last volume. 

New York and vicinity, by the aid of two new societies, 
has accomplished much more than in previous years. The 
Horticultural Association of the Valley of the Hudson has 
held two exhibitions, one in New York, and one in Albany; 
and the Brooklyn Horticultural Society has also held two or 
three exhibitions, and by the display of fruits, &c., has ex- 
tended a taste for horticulture. In Brooklyn there has been a 
great deal of attention given to horticulture, and many very 
fine gardens exist there. At Newburgh and Albany, dn the 
.Hudson, there has been an increasing taste for fine fruits; and 
through the extensive nursery of our correspondents, Messrs. 
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C. & A. J. Downing^ of the former place, have been dissemi* 
nated a great number of those kinds to be found in private gar- 
dens. Their collection is select and choice, and the correspond* 
ence of Messrs. Downing with Mr. Manning, and other cultiva- 
tors in the vicmity of Boston, has enabled them to procure all the 
varieties which abound in our gardens. The Albany nursery 
also contains a fine collection of fruits. At Rochester many 
improvements are in contemplation; but we have no accurate 
knowledge of any individual collection of fruits. Growing 
grapes under glass, or forcing vegetables, has not yet, we be- 
lieve, been introduced to any extent. At Buffalo there has 
been some improvements, which have been noticed in the pages 
of the past volume. Other towns in the western part of New 
York are slowly becoming acquainted with the newer fruits and 
vegetables, which will soon effect an improvement in their gar- 
dening. 

In New Jersey there is but little to claim a notice. With 
the exception of Burlington and Princeton, we think that hor- 
ticulture can scarcely be said to be practised to any extent 
whatever, other than what may consist in the cultivation of 
large peach and apple orchards, and immense crops of melons. 
Horticulture, like the agriculture of New Jersey, does not 
flourish with much success. The soil and climate are favora- 
ble to the practice of each, and information and example are 
are only wanting to induce the farmers to attain to the same 
excellence which characterizes the agriculture of her sister 
states. At Princeton, R. S. Field, Esq., has a very hand- 
some garden, and has mtroduced many improvements. In 
Burlington, through the exertions of a few gentlemen, conside- 
rable has been accomplished. "Mjr. Hancock has introduced 
many fine fruits to his nursery, and is continually adding to his 
stock the best varieties. We have noticed bis nursery, as 
well as all the principal private gardens which at present exist, 
and their good keeping and general appearance is highly credit- 
able. Superior vegetables are grown by the gardeners of 
Messrs. Binney and Chauncey, and their productions, exhibit- 
ed before the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, have gained 
premiums. 

' Philadelphia, though progressing rapidly in floriculture, has 
not effected many improvements in this branch of gardening. 
The cultivation of vegetables is carried to a high degree of 
perfection, and the fruits are handsomely grown; but the intro- 
duction of the newer sorts has been.less attended to than in Bos- 
ton or New York. The forcing of grapes has been commenced 
on a scale of great magnitude by Mr* Biddle, and we believe 
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the crop the past year was very large: other gentlemen are 
adding to their gardens, houses for the cultivation of grapes and 
other fruits. The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society contin- 
ues in a very flourishing state, and the last exhibition was the 
roost splendid ever got up in the city, and was attended by an 
immense number of visitors. Its monthly meetings have been 
interesting, as will be seen by a reference to the reports in the 
pages of the past volume. 

The citizens of Baltimore appear to be awakening upon the 
subject of horticulture. Though favored with an elevated 
situation, a good soil, and a climate superior, in some respects^ 
to the northern and eastern cities, very little has yet been at- 
tempted in the formation of gardens, the introduction of choice 
fruits, or the construction of forcing houses. The market is 
bountifully supplied with excellent vegetable productions, and 
with a great quantity of the more common fruits: there is, 
however, but little of that zeal exhibited, in the growth of new 
fruits, which exists among cultivators in Boston and .vicinity. 
Commercial affairs engross the attention of the citizens, and it 
will be some time before much superfluous wealth will be lav- 
ished upon the formation of gardens. The nursery of R. 
Sinclair, Sen., is of some extent, and contains a very good 
assortment of fruits. 

In Washington, there has been more exertion made the past 
year, and the exhibitions of the Columbian Horticultural Socie- 
ty have been much better attended than the year previous. Some 
good gardens exist there, and in the immediate vicinity. From 
Charleston, (S. C.) we have no information of any importance, 
and refer to the report of the horticultural society, in the last 
volume, to learn the state of gardening. In Augusta, and oth- 
er southern cities, and in the west, horticultural taste is increas- 
ing, but it is impossible for us to offer any particular information 
upon the subject. 

The introduction of new fruit has been less the past year 
than in 1888. Some few varieties have been grown from seed, 
and these will be enumerated in our pomological reports. Mr. 
S. Feast, of Bahimore, has raised from seed of the SeckeK a 
fine pear. In Montreal, Mr. Corse, the grower of the Nota 
Bene plum, has fruited a few apples and plums, of great excel- 
lence, and has a large number of seedling trees, which will come 
into bloom next year. The Rohan potato has caused much ex- 
citement among both agricuhurists and horticulturists; it has 
proved to be a most important vegetable, and well worth culti- 
vation by every one who is desirous of possessing such a re- 
markable variety. Mr. Corse has likewise raised a new potato, 
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vrhich he thinks will prove revj yaluahle: he has kindly prom- 
ised to send us a specimen for trial. Mr. Hancock, of Bur- 
lington, N. J. has raised a seedling potato, which he thinks very 
valuable; and a new kind, called the Pollard, after the name 
of the grower, has been introduced to notice, the past year, for 
the first time: no potato surpasses it in quality. 

Florieuhure. — This branch of gardening receives more at- 
tention than horticulture. Almost every cottage has its flower 
garden, and often, when there is scarcely a tree to be found in 
some gardens, they will contain beds of choice and rare flowers. 
The planting of a collection of fruit trees is a work of time, 
requiring much attention, while the flower garden is but of an- 
nual duration, and can be renewed or not, at pleasure. The 
introduction of rare plants has fallen off since 1837 and 38, 
and but a limited number were imported the past year. New 
seedling plants, however,' of American growth, have rapidly 
increased, and our catalogues will soon enumerate many varie- 
ties of some families, particularly of verbenas, and caroeHias. 
Many new seedlings, of each of these tribes, have been noticed 
in the past volume. Some seedling dahlias have been raised, 
which equal the best productions of the English florists. At- 
tention seems to be turned rather to improving and cultivating 
plants already introduced, than to the addition of new varieties 
which possess no attraction other than a name. The tribe of 
Cicii appears to be winning its way into favor here, as it has 
done in England, and some fine collections now exist. 

Boston and vicinity have made considerable improvements 
in floriculture. The establishment of the public garden, and, 
in connection, the Conservatory, has had a good tendency to 
diffuse a teste for plants: when the garden shall be completed, 
though we think the plan is by no means a good one, it will af- 
ford an agreeable and convenient place for strangers to get some 
idea of the progress of gardening. We intend to make some 
observations upon the garden, with an account of the Conser- 
vatory and the number and variety of the plants in the collec- 
tion. Some fine seedling geranitims, camellias, pansies, &c., 
have been raised in this vicinity, and the iatter flower has been 
more generally cultivated than heretofore. We hope to see 
it find its way into the garden of every amateur. Mr. Wales, 
of Dorchester, whose visit to London we have noticed, has im- 
ported a variety of plants, but we have not had the opportunity 
to ascertain what they were. The dahlias flowered exceeding- 
ly well the past autumn, and the shows, particularly the one 
at the public gardeiK were very splendid. The result of the 
past summer's experience has shown, we think, conclusively^ 
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that the causes which prevented a better bloom in the geasoa 
of 1 838, were wholly beyond control, and that it is only io 
eummers of moderate temperature that ive can depend upon a 
successful growth of the dahlia. We cannot attribute the ill 
success of cultivators, in 1838, to any tiding but the intense and 
burning heat of the summer months. Water administered in 
profusion, both over the foliage with a syringe, and at the roots, 
will somewhat counteract the excess of heat; but no care will 
enable the cultivator to procure satisfactory results in such sea- 
sons. Among the more rare flowers which have expanded 
their blossoms in our collections, for the first time, may be 
mentioned the Strelitzta augusta and Gloridsa superba. A 
collection of orchideous plants has been received from South 
America by the public garden, and the plants are now under 
the care of Mr. Donald. 

In Brooklyn, N. Y., Mr. Perry has been adding extensively 
to his collection: a large palm bouse has been erected for 
plants, of the handsomest species to be procured, and the 
height is such as to allow them to attain to something like their 
true stature. Mr. Becar's collection of camellias has been 
augmented by the addition of many fine new kinds. In New 
York city, there has not so much been done as in Brooklyn. 
Mr. Boil has given up the cultivation of plants, and has enter- 
ed wholly into the growth of the .^drus muhicaulis. Mr. 
Dunlap has raised some choice camellias, which will be de- 
scribed in the Magazine. Mr. Hogg has continued to add to 
his nursery, and he has raised several very beautiful verbenas: 
he has also grown several handsome yellow roses. Mr. 
Tborburn's display of dahlias was very splendid the past au- 
tumn. In Rochester, our friends inform us that floricultural 
improvement has been considerable the past year. Several 
private residences are contemplated, with fine gardens to be 
attached. Ellwanger & Rogers, nurserymen, have purchased 
a new spot of land near the new cemetery, and intend to remove 
there in the coming spring. Their collection of plants is yet 
limited, but of some tribes they have a pretty good collection, 
viz., such as geraniums, roses, camellias, cactuses, &c.; of 
the latter a large number. Our correspondent, Mr. Bateham, 
has made a visit to England, and has brought out with him a 
fine variety of seeds. 

In Princeton, N. J., Mr. R. S. Field has introduced the 
method of planting circular beds, on grass lawns, as described 
in our last volume, p. 131, from Loudon's Suburban Gardener. 
The effect has been highly pleasing, and the plan is worthy of 
imitation. We only regret that we were unable, in our late 
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Tisit, td hav4) tbe opportunity of seeing Mr. Field's improve* 
menis ourselves. 

Pli ladelpbia has dbne more in floriculture than either of her 
sister cities. The general desire to possess new plants has 
continued to increase, and the nurserymen and florists of the 
city have been busily engaged in supplying the demand. Mr. 
Buist has made a tour to England and on ihe continent, and 
has brought home a variety of new plants: he has also raised 
some new verbenas, which have been handsoras additions to 
the garden. Mackenzie & Buchanan's new verbenas, which 
have been described in our last volume, have been generally 
sought after and admired. The exclusive cultivation of the Jl/d- 
rus roukicaulis has occupied the attention ofsome of the nursery- 
men in this city, to the injury, we fear, of their regular business. 
Messrs. Hirst & Dreer, seedsmen, have commenced improve- 
ments in their nursery, and intend to erect new green-houses, 
&c.; their collection of dahlias was the largest and finest in 
the city the past year. Mr. J. 6. Smith has reduced his col- 
lection of plants by public sale. 

In Baltimore and Washington more has been accomplished 
than last year, though the improvements have been limited. 
Messrs. Feast, of the former city, have been augmenting their 
collections, and have many seedling plants. Mr. S. Feast has 
been very fortunate in raising some fine varieties of verbenas. 
He has also raised a great number of seedling camellias, roses, 
and azaleas, and among the latter there is a diversity of colors: 
some of the camellias that have flowered possess much merit. 
The amateur collections in the city contain a large number of 
seedling camellias; but we must refer to our observations upon 
the gardens of the city, in our last volume, for particulars. In 
Washington, Mr. William Buist and J. Douglas, Jr. are 
among those who have done much to advance a taste for horti- 
cultural pursuits. Dr. Gunneil, a zealous amateur, has raised 
many seedling camellias, some of which have been described 
in our pages. The reports of the exhibitions of tbe Coluntbian 
Horticultural Society, which we have already given, will show 
the general state of things in this city. 

At Pittsburg, Pa., C. F. Spang, Esq., has one of the most 
extensive collections of C&cii in the country, embracing many 
unnamed and undescribed species from South America. 

Statistics op Horticulture. 

The information under this bead, relates to the formation 
and laying out of new gardens, &c., the construction of green* 
bouses, bot-bouses, &c. 
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Cemeteries. -^t is but a few years since the Massachusetts 
Horiicultural Society purchased the spot of ground, known as 
Mount Auburn, and commenced laying it out as a cemetery, 
to be consecrated to the burial of ibe dead. The celebrated 
cemetery of Pere la Chaise, near Paris, seems to have sug- 
gested tins improvement; and the design was immediately car- 
ried into effect. It was the first cemetery in the country, and, 
for two or three years, remained the only one. But others 
then were established, and at this time there are under contem- 
plation, or have been laid out, at least ten. The beauty of 
Mount Auburn has attracted visitors from all parts of the coun- 
try, and its shady avenues and umbrageous and secluded groves 
form a peaceful retreat for those who love to stray away from 
the busy commotion of city life, and tread its solitary paths, 
in contemplation. 

Among the number contemplated, the cemeteries of Salem, 
Mass., New York and Rochester, N. Y., have been commenc- 
ed; and, by the kindness of our friends, we are enabled to give 
some account of the first and last of these. 

An association of gentlemen in Salem have recently pur- 
chased a tract of land, containing about thirty-five acres, and 
located on the borders of the North River, about one mile 
from the centre of the city. The city council have made an 
appropriation in favor of this object, and they will probably 
apply to the legislature, this winter, for fin act of incorporation, 
under the name of * 'Harmony Grove Cemetery," and be pre- 
pared for the sale of lots in the ensuing spring. 

The land has been surveyed; a rustic stone gate-way is 
completed. This is intended to be covered with creepers and 
other plants, which will contribute much to its beauty and de- 
sign: the foundation for a gardener^s cottage is laid; the ave- 
nues and paths are staked out; an experienced gardener and 
forester has been engaged as the superintendent, who has been 
employed in planting forest and other ornamental trees, &c. 

The grounds are admirably adapted for forming a beautiful 
spot. The varied soil and aspect are favorable to the culture 
and growth of the different kinds of trees and shrubs. The 
highland, which is about one hundred and ten feet above the 
level of high water mark, affords an extensive prospect; on one 
side you see the thriving village of South Danvers — on the 
other, the city opens to the view with its harbor studded 
with islands, and whitened with the sails of the outward and 
homeward bound merchantmen; also are to be seen the neat 
and comely village of Beverly, and the spires of the churches 
in Marblehead: if an observatory should be erected about thir- 
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ty feet in height, the beauty of the prospect would be greatly 
enhanced. The interval between ihe serpentine river, that 
forms its western, or rather its south-western boundary, and the 
highland, is very undulated, comprising several gravelly knolls, 
covered, for the most part, with a thrifty growth of forest trees. 
Here one can find retirement, and be entirely excluded from 
the noise and bustle of the world. There are several rough 
and craggy rocks, protruding themselves from the sides of this 
highland, about which are scattered some moss grown apple 
and other trees, shrubs, &c., hihI in the opening spring are 
covered with the while flowers of the early saxifrage, whilst 
the intermediate patches of green verdure are dotted with the 
yellow blossoms of the crowfoot and dandelion, thus adding 
much to the beauty of the place: the wood anemone and the 
little hepatica are here to be found, expanding their tiny petals, 
telling us that '4he winter is past, and the time of the singing 
of birds is come." 

There is, at present, a goodly collection of the hard woods, 
comprising several species of oaks and \yalnuts, maples, ash, 
hornbeam, locust, &c., making, in all, about twenty different 
species. The oaks, walnuts, and locusts, however, predomi- 
nate. Of the cone-bearing trees, there are none, excepting, 
perhaps, a few little saplings, just peeping from the ground. 
The past fail, however, about one hundred and fifty trees, con- 
sisting principally of the white pine, with a few hemlocks and 
cedars, have been set out in the lawn near tJic entrance; they 
TVere taken from the forest, with a large bell of earth attached 
to the roots: this plan has been often successful. 

The spot selected by the authorities of the city of Roch- 
ester, for a burial place, is called ^^Mount Hope Cemetery." 
It is on the south line of the city, and contains about fifty 
acres: it is most beautiful and ))icturesque. It has been said 
by persons who have visited both places, that the seenery of 
Mount Hope . is more bold and magnificent, than that of the 
celebrated Mount Auburn. If the citizens of Rochester will 
consider themselves as giving a direction to public taste, in this 
particular, and will be as liberal as nature has been, it can be 
made one of the grandest places of the kind in the world. The 
trees are in that irregular manner in which nature has placed 
them in forest scenery. It affords every variety of soil and el- 
evation which trees, shrubs and plants require. The plants of 
almost every climate may here find a suitable home, and, being 
already clothed with almost every variety of trees, shrubs and 
plants, indigenous to this part of the country, it is really inter- 
esting to the botanist. Few spots can be found with so much 
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variety in 6o small a space; and its abrupt declivities, deeply 
sliaded valleys, towering beiglitd, natural arbors, nsirrow ridges, 
and deep ravines, mske it truly romantic; and from iis sum- 
mit the prospect is encbaniing. At its base, on the west, runs 
the smooth waters of the Genesee; on the north, the city stands 
out in full view, and on a clear day the blue waters of Lake 
Ontario; and all around lies one of the richest countries in the 
world. A few families have united together, and taken one of 
the highest hills. This spot is already laid out with straight 
and serpentine walks, bordered with turf and other^f^ise orna- 
mented; but it might be very much improved by a proper se- 
lection of grasses, and choice exotics and other plants. 

The Greenwood Cemetery, on Long Island, about two and 
a half miles from the city of New York, has been the subject 
of much notice by the New York papers, and glowing eulogies 
have been bestowed upon its natural capacities for the forma- 
tion of a cemetery. We had intended visiting the spot our- 
selves when in the city, but have hitherto not found an oppor* 
tunity. The spot embraces upwards of two hundred acres 
of land, well wooded, affording magnificent views of the 
surrounding country, the East River, and the harbor of New 
York. The whole has been laid out under the direction of 
B. D. Douglass, a gentleman well quali6ed to do justice to the 
situation. Lots are now for sale, and burials will probably be 
made there the present year. 

We have thus occupied considerable space on this subject, 
as it is one of much interest; sooner or later they will lead to the 
establishment of private residences in their vicinity; and the ef- 
fect of cemeteries near large cities is to improve the taste of 
the inhabitants, and induce them to engage in rural pursuits. 

Public Gardens. — We have nothing new to notice, under 
this head, other than to remark that the public garden projected 
in Boston, in 1838, has been carried into operation the past sea- 
son. The garden contains about twenty acres, and part of it 
has been laid out. ' The Conservatory attached, is of large di- 
mensions, and is 6lled with plants. The number of visitors 
the past year have been as large as could have been expected. 
A liberal encouragement, from the wealthy citizens of the city, 
is only wanting to render it a flourishing and influential agent in 
advancing a taste for plants and flowers. 

Private Gardens, — There have been many more new gar- 
dens laid out, and green-houses and other garden structures 
erected, than in 1838. Mr. J. F. Allen, of Salem, has 
built a grapery and peach-house. Mr. Sweetser has removed 
to Woburo, near Boston, where he intends laying out a pleasure 
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ground and fruit and flower garden. The grounds emLrac? 
eight or ten acres of good land. The dwelling and green- 
house have been erected ihe past autumn, and ihe grounds wiH 
be laid out the coming spring. The situation is pleasant, and 
its natural capacities favorable to the formation of a handsome 
residence. T. Lee, Esq., has enlarged, and otherwise im- 
proved his green-house. At Stonington, Conn ., C . S . Phelps^ 
Esq., has erected a grapery one hundred feet long. In Brook* 
lyn, N. Y., J. A. Perry, Esq., has completed a range of glass 
about two hundred feet long, the centre apartment of which is 
a palm house, twenty six feet high. In Philadelphia, some 
new houses have been erected, but we have not the names of 
the proprietors. 

Commercial or Mtrsery Gardens. — Commercial gardenings 
though in a flourishing condition i the early part of the season, 
has fallen off considerably at the present time. This is to be 
attributed to the cause we have previously mentioned. The 
cultivation of the Mdws multicaiilis, and other superior kinds 
of mulberries, has been zealously pursued by many nurserymen, 
as well as by thousands of individuals, in all parts of the coun* 
try, with the expectation of realizing great profits from the sale 
of the trees in the coming spring. But the embarrassed state 
of affairs, combined with some other causes, has depressed the 
prices of trees, as well as the zeal of the growers, and, for the 
present, they are not in much demand. We are no advocates 
for speculation, but in our view of the subject, the higlier prices 
which trees command, the greater will be the extension of the 
cultivation of the mulberry, until the country shall be filled with 
them in sufficient quantity to feed numerous colonies of worms. 
A reduction in prices will then take place, and when they will 
not bring as much as their intrinsic worth, for the purpose of 
feeding worms, the attention of the mere growers of trees will 
be turned towards devising methods to feed the worms and pro- 
duce the silk. We have no doubt but that the production of 
silk, as a staple commodity, is permanently established, and that 
a few years will find ihis country so far advanced in the enter- 
prise, as to supply the demand for home consumption, and 
leave a surplus for exportation. We have thus alluded to this 
subject, as it is one which, we think, is deserving the serious 
attention of the whole community. The very idea that this 
country can ever become a silk growing nation, is latighed at, 
and ridiculed, by those who never saw a mulberry tree, and 
many have been deterred from taking hold of the business by 
tiw advice of those who entertain such opinions. But thanks 
to American perseverance and enterprise, mere assertions have 
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no weight, and those who now say so much to prevent farmers 
and others, from entering at once into the growth of the«A/drus 
iDulticaulis and (he rearing of silk-vvornf)s, will soon find that 
they remain alone in their ignorance, and will be left to wonder 
that the mass of the community were so much wiser than they 
were. 

Messrs. Mason, at their garden at East Boston, have added 
a new grapery the past year, and they intend to erect anoth- 
er the present year. They have removed from the Charles- 
town Vineyard. The nurseries of Messrs. Kenrickand Win- 
ship are in a flourishing state, and supplied with a variety of 
trees and shrubs. Mr. Manning, of Salem, offers a fine col- 
lection of pears, correctly named, and confidence may be 
placed upon his selection of kinds, when it is desired. 

Mr. Hogg, of New York, has removed his nursery from the 
city to Yorkville, where he has a fine spot of ground. Mr. 
Boll has given up the trade from ill health. At Newburgb^ 
N. Y., Messrs. Downing are constantly adding to their nursery. 

In Philadelphia, Messrs. Mackenzie and Buchanan have put 
up a new house, eighty feet long, making the third range of 
about eighty feet each. They have also increased their slock 
of plants. Messrs. Hirst & Dreer have taken the place known 
as the Woodlands, near the city, and have | erected a green- 
house, and made other improvements. Mr. Buist has made 
some alterations and additions to his garden. 

Mr. J. Feast, of Baltimore, has purchased a small spot of 
land, in the rear of his garden, and has erected another green- 
house the past fall. Dr. Edmonson has partly rebuilt and im- 
proved his green-bouse and camellia house. Mr. S. Feast has 
erected a new store upon his old garden spot, in Lexington 
street,.and will open it the ensuing spring, for the sale of seeds, 
flowers, trees, &c. In Columbus, Ohio, Mr. J. C. Hull has 
commenced a nursery, flower, and vegetable garden. In Pitts- 
burg, Pa., Messrs. Wardrop &. Co. have established a nurse- 
ry, and have introduced many fine varieties of fruits. 

lo giving these general results of what has been accomplish- 
ed, it is impossible to name only some of the more conspicu- 
ous improvements. Many amateurs have added to their col- 
lections, and otherwise embellished their gardens; and where 
we have had the gratification of inspecting them, they have 
been noticed in our pages. In taking leave of the subject, we 
would invite all, who feel interested in horticulture and the dif- 
fusion of useful information, to send us an account of their im- 
provements, that we may be enabled to lay before our readers 
all that may be effected in gardening. 
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Art. II. Observations on the formation of Rochxcork in 
Gardens. By the Editor. 

In our Inst volume we have offered several articles upon the 
introduction of masses of flowers, of circular, rvnl, and oth- 
er various forms, upon grass lawns; and of the tise of vases, 
boih as ornaments to the open parterre and the conservatory; 
with these we have annexed engravings, to illustrate what we 
have endeavored to impress upon the minds of those who are 
desirous of improving their gardens. 

Rock-work — or what is called such — is often attempted in 
gardens, and generally with but ill success; for there is no 
species of garden ornament which can be introduced, which 
requires so much skill and taste to he displayed, to render it a 
natural and agreeable object. Rock- work, in the gardening 
of this cotmtry, exists only in the name; for we are not aware 
of the existence of any specimen which may be considered as 
entitled to that appellation. jHeaps of stones are frequently 
seen in the smallest gardens, formed from the ci)llected frag- 
ments, which may be gathered from the ground, and which are 
thrown together, then covered partially with soil, with a few 
common plants growing in the crevices; but they are seldom 
other than childish imitations, froiti their ditninuiive size — or 
ludicrous, from the unnatural manner in which they are grouped 
together; in the end being nothing but heaps of stones. If it 
is at all desirable to possess a specimen of rock-work, which 
shall be taken for such as might naturally exist, it must be at- 
tempted on a more extensive scale than heretofore, and by 
those only who have some taste for natural scenery of this de- 
scription: otherwise the attempt will fail to accomplish the ef- 
fect intended. 

We shall not suppose that there are many amateurs, or pos- 
sessors of villa residences, who will attempt the erection of 
rock-work, but there may be some who may wish to do so; 
and, as our correspondent, Mr. A. J. Downing, has sent us 
the annexed design, for something of the kind, we shall endeav- 
or to lay down some directions, which may serve as a guide to 
their construction. 

Rock- work should never be erected on dug ground, nor in 
perfectly open and conspicuous places in the flower garden; 
but in every case should be in such a situation as to be shut out 
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from general view, by the aid of trees, so that the spectator 
may cume upon it suddenly, and without having his mind oc- 
cupied with but one object: it will then, if properly executed, 
present the appearance of a natural ridge of rock, with its 
prominences and recesses, all studded over with mosses and 
dowers, luxuriating in growth, as if the situation had been their 
natural habitat for years. Some of the specimens of rock- 
work in English gardens are on a most extensive scale. At 
Syon House, the residence of the Duke of Northumberland, 
liundreds of tons of stones were used in the formation of the 
rock-work, which is constructed of such magnitude as to 
lead tha spectator to imagine himself in a highland glen, 
rather than in the pleasure grounds of an English residence. 
At Hoole House, the seal of Lady Broughton, the rock-work 
is made to imitate the glaciers of Switzerland, with a valley be- 
tween, extending to the height of sixty or seventy feet. It 
is not expected that any thing so magnificent will be attempted 
in our gardens; but rock-work, even of smaller dimensions, 
may be rendered a great addition to the scenery of villa resi- 
dences. 

When rock-work is to be formed on a level surface, where 
there are no appearances which will indicate a rocky or stony 
soil, the preparatory arrangements, to the erection of liie whole, 
should be executed with great care, and should commence at 
some distance from the main ledge. Jl should not be divided, 
unless on a large scale, neitlier should it be executed with com- 
mon land stones, bricks, &c.; but ii should be formed of granite 
slate, stone, or common rocks, and some of the more prominent 
and jutting pieces should be of very large size, and placed in 
such a manner as to represent the stratified appearance which 
is generally observed in natural ledges of rock. Care should 
also be taken to place the same kinds of rocks together, and not 
mix them up promisctiously. 

Commence, first, at a few yards distant, by sinking a few 
stones in the soil; these should be covered with turf, and a few 
of them with lichens and moss only; somewhat nearer a few may 
project above the turf, partly covered with turf; and, nearer 
still, rocks of large size may jut out preparatory to the com- 
mencement of the foundation of the main structure. The whole 
should then be completed according to the taste of the execu* 
tor; for no definite rules can be laid down, by which he can be 
guided, as it is not a mere mechanical operation. If it is in- 
tended for the growth of early annuals, the sloping side should 
face to the south, and the abrupt side to the north. If, on the 
contrary, it is intended to grow a miiicellaneous collection of 
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perennials and alpine plants, it should be constructed the re- 
verse of this. Mr. Downing's design below {fig, 1,) will 
convey the idea of what the work should be when finished. 






■^m 




There are a large number of plants^ which flourish better on 
rock-work than in any other situation in the garden, and some 
cannot be n^ade to bloom well in any other situation. Many 
annuals produce their flowers in greater profusion, so placed, 
than when growing in the dug borders. We shall name several 
kinds, wliich are best suited, by their habits, for planting on 
rock-work, and whirh are the most ornamental for that purpose. 

^nntials, — Many annual plants are well adapted to rock- 
work, and, when intermixed with perennials, give a liveliness, 
by their briliant colors, to the whole. The following are suit- 
able for this purpose: — Petunias of all the varieties, Cl&rkta 
pulch^lla and p. 4lba, Nemophila insignis, sweet nlyssum, mig- 
nonette, Silene compicta, /beris coronaria, common hearts- 
ease, and the large flowering varieties ; Chryseis crocea and 
californica, Nolana antriplicifdlia, Leptosiphon densiflorus and 
andros^ceus, Collinsia bicolor, Gilia tricolor, Phl6x Drum- 
mondu, &c. 

Hardy perenniah, — The lower growing kinds are to be pre- 
ferred, except when the rock-work is on an extensive scale, 
and then the taller ones may be added, viz: — jJchill^a monta- 
na, Nlyssum saxitile, Epigae^a ripens, Aquilegia sib^rica and 
canadensis, Camp&nula carp&tica, grandifl6ra and rotundif61ia, 
Phl6x ripens and divaricata, Di&nthus mont^nus. Geranium 
sanguineum, Tormentilla r6ptans pleno, Potentilla form6sa, 
5axifraga aizoides, Sedum anglicum, Vcrdnica spic^ta var. 
pumula, Valeridna saxiiilis, the prickly pear and house- 
leek} several of our native violas, orchises, cypripediums^ 
VOL. VI. — ^IfO. I. 3 
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asters, &c., with many of the handsome mosses and li- 
chens. 

In addition to these, all the verbenas may be annually intro- 
duced with fine effect; Portul^ca GiUiesii and grandifldra are 
also showy plants; but the taste of the amateur or possessor of 
rock-work, from this list, which might be much augmented, 
will be enabled to form a collection, which will at all times, 
throughout the growing season, present a succession of flowers. 

The soil in the recesses of the rocks, where the plants are 
to be set out, should be prepared for the different species; 
some requiring heaih soil, and others that of a loamy nature; 
while some will need a mixture of the two, and others, again, 
scarcely any thing but sand. But we trust we have thrown 
out such hints, as will enable the artistical amateur, who may 
attempt the erection of rock-work, to produce something which 
will be one of the most agreeable ornaments of the garden. 



Art. III. Account of an old native variety of PeaVj grotih 
ing in Chelmsford^ Middlesex Co.^ Mass. By .John Lew- 
is Russell, Prof, of Bot. &c. to the Mass. Hort. Soc, 
and member of the Middlesex Hort. Soc; toith Remarks 
upon the samey by R. Manning, Esq., Pomological Gar- 
den, Salem. 

Perhaps no greater nor more efficient aid can be rendered 
to the cause of horticulture, under its present condition, than 
to obtain, from authentic and unquestioned sources, the history 
of fruits oftentimes known under a numerous and confused 
nomenclature. The existence of a very old and valuable va- 
riety of pear, in this vicinity, I have accordingly traced to its 
origin; partly to gratify the laudable curiosity of a friend, and 
partly to add my mite to the general contribution of pomolog- 
ical science. 

The Chelmsford pear is an autumnal fruit of second rate 
character, ordinarily a great bearer, and accordingly valuable 
for the table, or for market. It is known under three names, 
viz. Chelmsford, Tyngsboro% and Mogul Summer. The 
first should be considered its legal and appropriate one. The 
second obtains, probably, from its having been grown in that 
town; and the last was given by John Kenrick, Esq., the fatb- 
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er of Mr. William Kenrick, well known as a nurseryman and 
pomologist. 

The venerable relic of ihe original tree is yet standing on 
the farm of Mr. Zaccheus Wriglit, in the southern part of the 
town of Chelmsford. A mere thin shell of the once extra- 
ordinary trunk yet bears a few scraggy branches, and from its 
roots are four thrifty suckers, all of which are identical in 
fruit with the trunk. Before the destructive gale of Septem- 
ber, 1616, it was a very large tree, but being much injured by 
that tornado, it has rapidly declined to its present shattered 
and half dead condition. The fiuit is, however, generally 
cultivated in the neighborhood, and on an adjacent farm are 
some large and fine trees of this variety. 

Family tradition gives its history as follows: — 
The great-grandmother of the present owner brought the 
original tree in her hand, during a journey on horseback from 
Braintree, Mass. It ivas then a mere twig, or seedling. This 
lady, with a zeal worthy of imitation in those days, caused it 
to be planted in a low, rich and moist spot, where it grew with 
great vigor, and was destined to be an enduring monument of 
her fame. The homestead has been in the possession of the 
family ever since, and the old pear tree has become an heir- 
loom of no insignificant value. Its grateful fruit has spread 
by the graft and sucker for many a mile around; and the writer 
deems it no trifling distinction, thus to make an humble record 
of one who has given to posterity the Chelmsford pear. 

J. L. Ic. 

Remarks by Mr. Manning. — The Chelmsford pear, noticed 
in the above communication, is of the largest size among 
pears, and extremely productive. For many years past, 1 
have been trying to trace its origin. Having been told that a 
dwarf tree from France had produced similar fruit, I have 
year after year searched the European pomological works for 
a description of this pear under some other name, and have 
imported trees of most of those pears which were describ- 
ed as uncommonly large, and which ripened at the same pe- 
riod. Finding my researches were not attended wiih the 
desired success, I concluded that the information I had re- 
ceived, of its importation from France, was erroneous, and 
that its origin must be sought after in this country. On my 
mentioning the subject to Mr. Russell, he kindly offered his 
assistance in the investigation. The result is most satisfac- 
tory, and I shall prize the fruit more highly, as I can now 
cultivate it under an authentic name. — Youre^ R. Mannings 
Sahm^ Dec. 1839. 
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Art. IV. On the Cultivation of Celery. 
By J. W. Russell. 

As good celery is always sure to meet with a ready sale in 
the market, and commands a liberal price when found there, I 
propose giving a few practical remarks on the necessary treat- 
ment required, from the first sowing of the seed in the spring, to 
the taking up of the roots, in the autumn, for use. In the first 
place, be it remembered, that the writer of this does not claim 
any greater knowledge than tiiat possessed by gardeners and oth- 
ers, who have had expeiience in the cultivation of celery; but 
as ihis article may meet the eye of those persons who have not 
acquired the requisite knowledge, lo grow it to perfection, it is 
probable that they may glean something from it, that may be of 
some assistance to them. 

There are six or eight varieties of celery cultivated, and all 
those who culiivate it, have their favorite kinds; nevertheless, 
1 will venture to rccommen.l the white solid, and the rose col- 
ored solid celery, lo be grown, either for the market or for 
private family use. The second week in April, if there is a 
cucumber frame at work, prepare two or three shallow boxes, 
and fill them with fine rich soil, and sow the seed on the surface, 
with a liberal hand; then press it down pretty solid^ with a 
piece of board, and cover it, lightly, with very fine sifted earth; 
this done, give the whole a gentle watering, and place the 
boxes in the frame, close to the front. 

When the plants make their appearance, give them air every 
day, if possible, by propping up the sash, at the front, where 
the boxes are placed. As soon as it is perceived tlmt the 
plants have the least tendency to grow up weak, they must be 
removed from the frame, immediately to the openair^ choosing 
some well sheltered spot. On the approach of foul weather 
they may be removed lo some place under cover, and taken 
out again after the unfavorable weather is over. If no frame, 
as spoken of, be at hand, sow the seed on a rich moisl piece 
of ground, the last week in April, in a sheltered situation: the 
ground must be well enriched for this purpose, and the older 
tlie manme is, the better. Dig it over, and rake the surface 
very fine and even; then sow the seed pretty thick, on the 
surface, and with a clean spade beat it lightly down, nice and 
even, and cover it over, about a quarter of an inch, with fine 
soil. 
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As soon as ihe plants are about two inches high, they should 
be transplanted into a nursery bed — but, previous to this, the 
ground must be well manured and dug over; then lay a board 
on the ground, in order to stand upon, and set the plants but 
in regular order, at least three inches apart, plant from plant. 
Some may think this^ast process too much trouble; but I can 
assure all who have such an idea that it is a process indispen^ 
sably necessary, and the utility of it will be presently seen. 
Wlien the plants are taken up iVom the seed bed, before pro- 
ceeding to transplant them, do not neglect to rub off all the 
side shoots, wJiich, it will be seen, are just making their ap- 
pearance around the base of the plants, and cut ofT the ends of 
the roots, if it is desired to produce first rale celery. 

About the first or second week of July the plants will be 
ready fur the final planting out — their strong,robust appearance, 
by this time, I imagine, will give great encouragement to the 
grower, to go on and end the good work: but, on the contrary, 
if the plants had uQt been removed from the seed bed, as be- 
fore adv ised, what a miserable appearance would they now 
make; so much so, that the stems being too weak to bear up 
the tops, now that they stand singly, they would lie fiat upon the 
ground. When this is the case, the remedy is, to cut oflf the 
tops, and leave three or four naked stems sticking up — a dis- 
grace to any person who has the least pretensions to its culti- 
vation. The plants being so weak, it will be found necessary 
to shade them from the sun, through the middle of the day, for 
some time, until nature has made a fresh effort, and the plants 
start to grow: not so with those that have been transplanted; 
for by removing them with a trowel, on a damp day, they will 
scarcely feel the change. This is the gain, — for whilst the oth- 
ers will require shading and nursing, these vvill be making a rapid 
growth; and however well the former |>lants are nursed, it is 
rare that they ever make such good heads as those that receive 
DO check. 

If the cultivator has a peat meadow, thai is at no lime over- 
flowed with water, he will find it the best situation of any, for 
the growth of celery; but as there are but few, comparatively 
speaking, who have such facilities, the next best location would 
be where the soil is deep and moist, with the sub-soil clay. 
One sure guide to go by is, always to prefer deep moist soil, 
whatever the sub-soil may be; for it matters not, however rich 
the ground is made with manure; if there is a deficiency of 
moisture, the growth will be stunted. 

In preparing tlie trenches for the final planting, if the soil is 
deep, dig it out to the depth of eighteen inches by fifteen inch- 
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es m widib; and the length as far as is thought proper for the 
number of plants; six inches of the trench must be filled up 
wiih the best old rotted manure that can be procured; as long 
strawy litter is not suitable, it should never be used. After the 
manure has been tfarown into the trench, it should be dug over, 
in order to mix the soil at the bottom of the trench, thoroughly 
with it; this done, cut a little of the soil from each side of the 
trench, for the purpose of covering it about an inch, and it will 
then be ready for the plants, which should be set out six or 
eight inches apart, in a straight line, down the centre. 

Keep the celery free from weeds, and earth a little, at dif- 
ferent times, until the trenc^ is nearly filled up; then earth it 
up no morej until it is done for the last /nne, which should be 
the first or second week of September, or sooner, if necessa- 
ry. I have two reasons for following this process. The first 
is, that the roots of the plants are already covered as much as 
they ought to be, if we suppose the sun and air has any efilect 
on them, or is of any benefit to them. My second reason is, 
that the celery will make a stronger growth, and will be very 
much superior, both in size and quality, to that which is earthed 
up every week or ten days, as is generally done. Good cel- 
ery ought to be solid, thoroughly blanched and of large size, 
and perfectly clear of any blemish, such as rust or canker. 

Yours, J. W. Russell. 

Mount ^uhurny Cambridge^ December ^ 1889. 

[Mr. Russell's articles are so practical, and show such a thor- 
ough knowledge of his profession, as to render it unnecessary 
for us to commend them to our readers. The above, however, 
on the growth of celery, is of such great value to every lover 
of this excellent vegetable — so seldom found in our market in 
perfection — that we must invite the attention of every person 
who is desirous of producing handsome roots, to Mr. Russell's 
remarks. They expose, fully, the half-way method of culti- 
vation, so almost universally followed, by those who will not 
deviate from the beaten track, and explain the manner in which 
these errors may be remedied. We have, in our first volume, 
in reviewing some foreign publication, treating upon the culti- 
vation of celery, thrown out some hints on its growth; but we 
had not the opportunity, at that time, to detail our own expe- 
rience, and had intended to refer to the subject again. The 
above article will relieve us of that duty for the present, as it 
agrees with our own system of cultivation. To all who are de- 
sirous of possessing celery in perfection, we particularly recom- 
mend a careful perusal of Mr. Russell's remarks. — Ed,"] 
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Art. V. Description of four nejto varieties of Camelliaf 
raised by Mr. T. Dunlapj Harkm^ JV. F. By Mr. 

DUNLAP. 

In compliance with your request, I send you a description 
of some of my new seedling camellias, which flowered for the 
first time, last winter. 

No. 1. Camillh japdrUca var.. Dunlap^s ^mericina. — 
Leaves three and a quarter inches long, and two and three 
quarters wide, nearly flat, roundish oval, slightly acuminate, 
delicately denlated, smooth, glossy green, finely veined, and of 
a softness in the texture, I think, sufiicient to distinguish it from 
any other variety. The bud is large, oval, with greenish cal- 
cinal scales; petals, seventy in number, full to the centre, 
clear white, regularly spotted, as in the guard petals of punc* 
t&ta pl^na. The parents of this variety were the old middles- 
mist, fertilized by punctata. This being the first fine variety 
1 have raised, I have thought the name appropriate: my reason 
for applying my own is, to render the variety distinct hereafter. 

No. 2. C. j. var. Dunlap^s United States. — Shrub vigor- 
ous, leaves broad, oval, four inches long, and three and a half 
wide, dark green, dentate, recurved at the point, much coarser 
in texture than the americkna. Flower four and a half inches 
in diameter,and form similar to punctata, but partakes more of 
the character of eclipse, in color, and is quite as fragrant as 
C. var. Pdrksit. The parents were the old middlemist, fertil- 
ized with eclipse. 

No. 3. C. J. var. imbricAta Dunldpi. — Leaves three and a 
half inches long, and two and three quarters wide, roundish, 
oval, slightly acuminated, thick, clear green. Bud spherical; 
flower medium size, round; color dark rose, with a whitish 
shade through the centre of the petals, not unlike C. var. Pr&ttii, 
with, perhaps, a little less of the white shade. Parents old 
middlemist, fertilized with C. var. P&rksii. 

No. 4. C. j. var. Dunlap'*s white loarratah. — Leaves medi- 
um size, slightly lanceolate, thick, clear green: bud roundish, 
scales greenish; flower full as compact as anemonefl6ra, ren- 
dering it quite distinct from the white warratah (ahemonefl6ra 
ilba) in the collections about New York and Philadelphia. 
Parents, warratah, fertilized with Pompdnia. 

I have several others, two or three of which will bloom the 
present winter, (1840;) the buds look very promising. Be- 
sides these I have several hundred other seedlings, which will 
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probably bloom in a year or two. Should any of them prove 
to be fine ones, I will send you a description of each variety 
at the earliest opporiuniiy, knowing your fondness for fine va- 
rieties, particularly such as are produced from seed ip this 
country. 

Very respectfully, T. Ddnlap. 

Harlemy JV. F., Decemier, 1839. 

[We are gratified in being able, at so early a day, to lay before 
our friends, particularly amateurs of the camellia, the above 
descriptions of Mr. Dunlap^s seedlings, one or two of which 
we have incidentally noticed in our previous volumes. Mr. 
Dunlap has been raising seedlings, ever since we first had the 
pleasure of knowing him, which was in 1834, at which time he 
bad many plants nearly large enough to flower. We are glad 
that he has already reaped suci) good results from his labors, 
and we trust that many of those, which are coming on, will be 
equally fine with the above. We hope that every cultivator of 
camellias, who has the good fortune to raise seedlings worth 
naming, will imitate Mr. Dunlap^s example, and describe them 
in our pages. Our Magazine will thus serve as a record of all 
new varieties which may be produced from this time hence- 
forward; and by giving the period when they first flowered, 
and the parents from which they were raised, (a knowledge of 
which is always desirable,) much service will be rendered to 
those who are making collections of this beautiful flower, and 
guide them, in a degree, in the choice of new varieties. 
Slany seedlings will be annually coming into flower, and we 
hope that these hints will be sufficient to induce all who may 
raise good varieties, to accede to our wishes. Mr. Dunlap 
is an enterprising florist, and already has plants of america- 
na, imbricata Bunl&pt, United States, and white warratah, for 
sale at reasonable prices. — Ed. 



Art. VI. Observations on the Cultivation of the Azalea 
tndtca, and other Chinese species and varieties. By A 
Fkiend to Floriculture. 

Having, for some time back, been much interested in pe- 
rusing your very valuable Magazine, and perceiving the interest 
you have always taken to bring into notice any thing new or 
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interesting in gardening, or to detail any new method of culti- 
vating older and well known plants, which possess a good 
share of beauty, I have taken the liberty of addressing you a 
few words upon the cultivation of the Azalea indica, and other 
Chinese species and varieties. 

The period for propagating the plants is about the first of 
August. I then make preparations to put in the cuttings. 
Pocs, (No. 3 or 4,) are selected, and into each one is placed 
a good quantity of potsherds, in order to allow the water to pass 
off freely, and to prevent saturation of the earth above. Over 
these are put some coarse fibrous portions of peat earth, to 
prevent the soil from falling among the potsherds. The pots 
are then filled up with a suitable soil, prepared by mixing to- 
gether two parts sand and one part peat earth. This should 
be settled down sufficiently firm to allow the insertion of the 
cuttings. 

The cuttings are now selected from each species or variety, 
and are kept separate, as some root much easier than others. 
Those which I prefer are cut about two inches long, with one 
and a half inches of the same ripe wood, the remainder green 
and vigorous. The lower leaves are taken ofi^, and the cuttings 
inserted firmly into the soil, about three fourths of an inch deep. 
The operation is finished by giving a slight watering. 

I now proceed to place the pots in a close, cold frame, 
facing the north, and take particular care to shade them for the 
first two weeks, and if the weather is very hot, as it often is 
at this season, I let the covering remain a week or so longer. 
After that period the shade is wholly removed. 

About the first of October, the pots containing the cuttings 
may be taken into the hot-house, where they should be placed 
in the shade, if possible. In a short time they will become 
sufficiently rooted to pot ofi*: the period, however, for doing 
this is, when the cuttings show signs of commencing to grow. 
Pots three inches in diameter, (No. 1,) should be selected for 
this purpose, and the compost prepared as follows, viz: — one 
half peat earth, one quarter yellow loam, and one quarter sand. 
After they are potted off, I keep them in a rather warm and 
close situation, for the first month, after which time they are 
placed in the green-house, selecting shelves as near the glass 
as possible. At this period great care should be observed in 
giving water: too large quantities would cause their death: 
when, however, the plants have grown an inch or two, and look 
healthy and vigorous, water may be given more liberally. 
Young plants may be shifted with advantage twice a year, for 
the first two years, if it is desired to hasten their growth. At 
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tlie first poiting off, v.nd at each subsequent shifting, always 
observe to give a good drainage to the pot, that all superfluous 
water may be carried off. 

The mode of after treatment is as follows: — From the first 
of May, to the fifteenth of October, I place the plants in a 
cold frame, facing the north; always drawing off the sashes at 
night, in hot weather, and closing them up again in the morn- 
ing. I also give the sashes a slight coat of composition, which 
answers the place of a cloth or mat, to shade the plants from 
the lays of the sun. This composition is prepared by mixing 
together a small quantity of flour and water, to the thickness 
of paint: this is slightly boiled, to give it consistency, and it is 
then applied to tl\e outside of the sash, with a common painter's 
or while-wash brush, so as to cover every part. In the fall of 
the year, when the plants are removed, this can be easily wash- 
ed off, choosing a damp day for the purpose. 

The remainder of the year, (from October to May,) the 
plants may be kept safel)' in a dry pit, facing the south. The 
pit should be floored over with boards, so as to prevent the 
worms from finding egress to the pots. During cold weather, 
the sashes should be protected by a covering of thick straw mats. 
When there are but few plants, there will be no necessity of 
erecting a pit, as the plants may be kept in the green-house. 

The azaleas will stand a great deal of cold, especially the 
A. indica var. purpurea pMno, which has stood the winter 
here, in some of the nurseries, (though I have not seen it;) 
yet I know that it is very hardy, and an almost deciduous vari-' 
ety. It will not endure forcing so well as many of the other 
varieties and species, particularly the white, which may be 
forced into flower any time during the vyinler, without the least 
injury to the health of the plant. 

The above treatment applies to azaleas, although I have cul- 
tivated many of the rhododendrons, kalmias, &c., in the same 
manner. But if you think my remarks will serve to render the 
cultivation of this family better known, and at the same time 
add to the interest of your pages, you are at liberty to use 
them as you please. 

A Friend to Horticulture. 

Philadelphia^ J^ovember, 1839. 

We hope our correspondent will continue to give us other 
practical iirticles, similar to the above, on the growth of various 
plants.— *JSrf. 
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REVIEWS. 

Art. I. The Farmer^s Companion^ or Essays on the Prin- - 
ciples and Practice of American Huihandry^ uith the Ad- 
dress prepared to be delivered before the Agricultural and 
Horticultural Societies of JV%i« Haven county^ Conn.; and 
an Appendix^ containing Tables and other matter^ useful to 
the Farmery By the late Hon. Jesse Bu el, Conductor of 
the Cultivator, 12mo., pp. 303. Boston: Marsh, Capen, 
Lyon & Webb. 1839. 

One great obstacle to a more rapid advancement of agricul- 
ture, in this country, has been the want of correct and practical 
information upon the subject. It is true that, within the last 
few years, numerous agricultural periodicals have sprung up, 
and among them some of much merit, which have been valua- 
ble aids in the diffusion of practical knowledge. The Culti- 
vatory of which the much lamented author of the Essay, at the 
head of this article was the originator and conductor, has been, 
above all, signally instrumental in effecting important changes 
in American husbandry. To the practical knowledge which 
he possessed he united sound theoretical information, which 
enabled him to imparl useful lessons to the husbandman. No 
writer, among the many who have contributed to the instruction 
of the farming community, has seemed to take so broad and 
comprehensive a view of the importance of agriculture, as a 
means of enhancing the prosperity of thecounlry, and the condi- 
tion of society, as Judge Buel. His heart and soul were en- 
listed in its cause; and he labored hard to disseminate such in- 
formation as would eradicate the old and exploded method of 
farming, and to introduce, in its place, the modern and more 
rational system, which would be so influential in producing the 
opposite results of the old system. He was aware that it was 
an arduous task. ^ To combat the prejudices of those who had 
for years followed in the same beaten track, almost determined 
to listen to nothing which was an innovation upon the estab- 
lished practice, was no vain work. But he made the attempt, 
and, it is scarcely necessary for us to say, with such remarka- 
ble success as to accomplish the most unexpected results. 
One of the principal objects, for which he labored, was the ele- 
vation of the agricultural profession. The idea, which has been 
so prevalent with many, that ploughing, and digging, and plant- 
ing, and gathering, constitute the sole requirements to practise 
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farming successfully, has tended to rank agriculture — the pa- 
rent and fostering mother of all arts — so low, as to render the 
occupation of a cultivator of the soil one of derision, and an 
employment from which hundreds have turned away, to seek 
out other sources of business, which they have imagined would 
confer more wealth and respectability. 

But the dissemination of better information has awakened 
reflection upon the subjeet. If agriculture has not been ele- 
vated to its proper place, it has been because those who prac- 
tise it have not made any attempts to improve the art, or en- 
lighten their minds — they have not gone into the principles of 
tlie science — they have not studied the unerring lews of nature, 
which have such a controlling influence upon vegetation. 
Physical power has alone been deemed the important requi- 
site, and science discarded altogether. But, in the language of 
the author of the above work we may say, 

"There is a redeming spirit abroad. The lights of science are 
beaming upon the agricultural world, and dissipating the clouds of 
superstitious ignorance which have so long shrouded it in darkness. 
The causes which have for some time been actively operating to im- 
prove the condition of the other arts, and to elevate the character of 
those who conduct them, are extending their influence to agriculture. 
A new and better system of husbandry is coming into vogue, which 
has already been productive of great good, and which promises many 
new comforts and blessings to ourselves and children." 

We have thus noticed some of the many important changes 
which have been made in our agriculture, during the last eight 
or ten years, in a degree, we believe, through the influence of 
Judge Buel. We had anticipated still greater advancement by 
the aid of his useful pen; but he has been suddenly taken from 
us by an all-wise Providence, when his services were becoming 
of the greatest value, and we trust that the good precepts 
which he advanced, and the excellent example which he set, 
may long exert their beneficial effects upon the agriculture of 
the country. 

The present essay was prepared by Judge Buel but a short 
period before his death, and the last sheet had but just been is- 
sued from the press, when the commnnity were called upon to 
mourn his loss. It would be useless for us to occupy space with 
a simple review of the work, as we could not do it any justice in 
the limited room we have to spare. Every farmer should own 
it — he should not only own it, but should read it — he should 
study it — it should be his text-book, in all matters relating to 
farming; — and if it is not the means of doubly increasing the 
products of his farm, it will be because the author's plain, prac- 
tical and familiar lessons have been disregarded* 
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The Essay is divided into twenty-seven chapters^ the last of 
which treats on rural embellishment; and, as this is a subject 
which has received hut little attention, especially from farm- 
ers, we cannot refrain from making some extracts from this 
chapter. It commences thus : — 

"There are few things belter calcuhited to attach us to our hoTnea, — 
where the social virtues love to congres^ate, and to disipense their bles- 
sings, — than rural enibellishinents. This \a true, whether we apply the 
term to our neighborhood or individual at)ode. The public grounds 
about the great cities of the old continent, some of which comprise 
an area of five hundred acres, are the theme of general admiration, 
the theatres of healthful exerci!*e and recreation, and the sources of 
high intellectual enjoyment. The lesser towns and villages, even of 
our own country, owe more of their charm and interest to the trees 
and plants which embellish their squares, streets and grounds, in the 
eye of a man of taste, than to any ostentatious show of brick and mor- 
tar — more to the beauties of Nature, than to the works of man. Nay, 
the highest efforts of the human intellect are in vain put in reqnisition 
to imitate the handiworks of the Creator. And when we come down 
to the suburban residence, and even to the unositeiKatious abode of 
the farmer, how are their beauties heightened, and their value en- 
hanced, by a screen of ornamental trees, and a well-kept garden.*' 

It is a common opinion, that he who plants trees, does not 
plant for himself, but for posterity; that be will not enjoy their 
fruit, or recline beneath their shade; but that those who follow 
after will reap the benefits of his labors. Judge Buel has 
shown the fallacy of such reasoning, by relating his own expe- 
rience on the subject. 

"Loudon tells us, that in travelling from Strasburgh to Munich, he 
passed through a continued avenue of forest and fruit trees, planted 
on both sides of the highway, for more than one hundred miles. 
Who that has passed through 'New England, in summer, has not ad- 
mired the beautiful trees with which he is in a measure enshrouded? 
The great objection to planting is, that one may not live to enjoy the 
fruit or the shade of the trees which he plants. Such an objection is 
unworthy of the age, which should, if it does not, have regard to the 
interests of the human family, and of posterity, — and is, besides, 
affecting to hold a shorter tenure of life than all of us hope for, and 
most of us expect. Twenty years ago, at forty years of age, we 
commenced the cultivation of what was termed a barren, untaineable 
common, not an acre of which had been cultivated, and on which a 
tree or shrub had never been planted by the hand of man. We have 
DOW growing in our courr-vard, comprising about half an acre, and 
in the highway in front of it, fiAy species of forest and ornamental 
trees, many of them forty and fifty feet high, more than fifty species 
of ornamental shrubs, not including the rose, besides a vast number 
of herbaceous, ornamental, and bulbous and flowering perennial 
plants — the greatest number of which, in all their variety and hue of 
foliage, flowers, and fruit, may be embraced in a single view from 
the piazza. Most of our fruits have been raised by us from the seed, 
or propagated by grafting or budding. Yet we can enumerate more 
than two hundred kinds, including varieties, which we are now in the 
habit of gathering annually from treesj vines, &c.| of our own plant- 
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ing. We feel grateful to God for these rich and abundant blessingn, 
and for the impulse which prompted our labor. We have adduced 
our own example, not in a spirit of vaunting, but to convince the 
young and the middle-nged, that there \s abundant reason for them to 
plant, with the hope of enjoying the fruits of their labor. The old 
ihould plant from an obligation they owe to society, and for .the re* 
quital of which they have but a short ])eriod allowed them. The 
younsc should plant for the double purpose of benefiting themselves 
and their children. 

*^We would by no means advise that the farmer should confine 
himself to mere ornamental trees. There are many fruit trees that 
are not only ornamental but useful, about dwellings, as the cherry, 
pear, apple, quince, &c. 

"There is not a spring or an autumn in which a few hours cannot 
be spared, without detriment to the labors of the farm, to plant out 
fruit and ornamental trees add shrubbery about the dwelling, and but 
verv few hours are reauisite. There is no great art required in the 
busmess. The boles lor the plants should be dug larger and deeper 
than the size of the roots, in order that these may be surrounded on 
all sides bv a rich surface mould, into which the new roots may push 
freely, and find food. The infertile soil from the pit should be thrown 
away, and its place supplied by mould taken from the surrounding 
surface; the roots should have their natural direction, and the earth 
be well pressed upon them; and the plants should be protected from 
cattle till they are of a size not to be injured by them.*' 

We commend the work to every individual interested in ag- 
riculture; and we trust its dissemination will improve and el- 
evate the standing of agriculture, and conduce to its prosperity 
throughout the country. 



MISCELLANEOUS LNTELLIGENCE. 

AaT. I Foreign Notices. 

ENGLAND. 

New Dahlias. — The great annual Dahlia Show of the Royal Soci- 
ety of Horticulture and Agriculture, was held on Wednesday, the 
37th of September last, at the Society's Flower Hall, Stafford 
House, Chiswick. There was an immense assemblage of dahlia 

growers present, and a great number of seedlings were exhibited, 
lut it seems, from the award of prizes, that very few were deemed 
worth a prize, as they possessed no merit above hundreds already in 
the catalogues. The seedlings selected were of the first and second 
class, of the growth of 1838, and a few were also shown of the growth 
of 18S9. In the report of the exhibition, in the HorticuUwal Journal^ 
it U remarked} that the prevailing faults of the scores of seedlings^ 
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which were unnoticed, were quilling too much, irregular centres, bad 
eyes, want of substnnce, and a disposition to be starry. All these qual- 
ities being now considered, in rendering judgment on a dahlia, a larger 
Snrt muxt, of necessiiy, fail to take their rank as good flowers. All 
owers which showed a tendency to quill, were refused, as we>l a» 
those with irregular centres; it is not sufficient now that the centre 
should be merely titled up, but it is desirable that the petals should be 
a continuation of circles, the last of which should touch each other, 
so as to fbrrn a perfect finish, it is only when many admirable prop- 
erties are possessed, that the clumsily finished centre can be tolerated. 
Other objections were, the collapsing of the petals, or their distance 
from each other, which made the outer edges like a star. These were 
rejected. Those naturally thin, though pretty, were olso thrown out. 
Others %vere rejected, particularly among ihe re<lsand purples, which 
were toleralJy good, but the catalogues are already well filled with 
fine flowers of the same color. 

We are g^iid to t^ee that reform in this matter has been begun to 
earnestly, and we hope it will effectually put a stop to the sysiem of 
{Milmiiig upon titje amateur gardener ordinary flowers, just because 
they liuiy chance to be new seedlings. The cultivation of the dah- 
lia has been checked, in a degree, in this country, by this practice: 
4l)e blaine, however, is to be attributed to foreign cultivators. The 
tlahliu lias arrived to such perfection, in form, that it is difficult to pro- 
cure) a superior variety, possessing any uncommon beauty. Yet hun- 
dreds of iww seedlings are annually sold, at enormous prices, of which 
uot one fifth ar« superior to older flowers. The Royal Society, un- 
der the direction of Mr. Gleuny, who is a great dahlia fancier, has 
attempted to reform this state of things, and we sincerely hope that 
they will iu>t give a prize to a new flower, unless it possesses superior 
qualities, as a wliole, to those previously cultivated. 

We regret tliat the names of the winning flowers at this show are 
not given. The number of blooms was so numerous as to prevent 
this. Twentv4bur prizes were awarded for dififerent stands; and 
eight prizes for seedlmgs of the first class, and seven prizes for seed- 
lings of Uie second class, all of the growth of 18S8. The names of 
ibose in the flrst class are Cox's 1/ellow Defiance, Bloomsbury (a 
buff,) Piokwick (a rich purple,) Scarlet le Grand, and four not nam- 
«d« Of Uie second. Bishop of Winchester (a purple,) Grenadier (an 
orange,^ .and five unnamed. 

The AleU'opolitan Society of Florists and Amateurs held evening 
meetings in October, and several seedling dahlias were sent from va- 
rious parts of the country: from these the members selected ihe lest. 
Those which were remarkable for their elegance were Cox's Yellow 
Defiance, Cormack's Nicholas Nickleby, Hogarth's Lady Holland, 
Pamidin's Bloomsbury, Sparry's Beauty of the Plain, and* Gregory's 
Mr. Neeide. At a subsequent meeting of the Society, a discussion 
erose reelecting the comparative merits of Egyptian King and Duchess 
of fiir:iunoiid. It however seemed to be admitted, that the former, 
though a splendid shape, was difiiicult to catch well filled up, (a fault 
with one half of the new dahlias;) and that the hitter bloomed hard 
in the eye, and was pinched in the petals. The same defects in the 
latter flower were observed by us in the blooms which were exhibit- 
ed here the past autumn; and, as it does not appear to be a peculiar- 
ity of the climate, as was supposed by some cultivators when exam- 
ining the flower, as it came out at a high price, we are led to conclude 
that the faults of many flowers^ w hlch have Lecu attributed to the 
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same cause, arise from the bnbit and character of the planti rather 
than from any peculiarity of climate or treatment. If a flower ban a 
ilidposition to show a ImcJ eye, no difference of climate will render it 
perfect; where dahlias thriVe sufficiently to bloom at all, the blooms, 
or a larger part of them, will show the true character of the tlower; 
and though one out of twenty may be perfect, the variety may be set 
down as one which, from its uncertain bloomin;^, is not entitled to the 
name of a, first rate flower. We hope soon to receive more returns 
from the English dahlia shows, and when they come to hand, we 
shall notice them at length. — Ed, 



Art. II. Domeslie Notices. 



Silk Convention at fFashington, D. C— On the llih of Decem- 
ber, a Convention assembled at Wabbington, D. C, for the purpose 
•of consuliiuj^ upon the best means of extending and diffusing infor- 
mation throughout the Union, upon the interesting and important 
subject of the manufacture of silk. A large number of gentlemen 
were, accordingly, present, and fourteen States were repres<ented in 
the Convention. It was called by order of the National Silk Society, 
but the American Silk Society united with the Convention, and pro- 
ceeded with energy into the important business before the meeting. 

Oil the evening of the 12th, several gcMitlemen addressed the Con- 
vention. The Rev. D. V. McLean, of Freehold, N. J., went into a 
full detail of an experiment which he had made the past year, and 
which had previ* usiy appeared in the columns of the Journal of the 
Silk Society, The experiment was made with a view to ascertain 
the exact result of the profits of one acre, when subjected to the 
ordinary treatment which he supposed would attend the feeding of 
worms, and the reeling of silk, by the mass of the community who 
should commence the business. The result, though not coming up 
to the wild statements of over zealous advocates of the silk culture, 
was, however, at least sufficient to establish the fact, that no other 
agricultural production was one quarter as profitable to the cultiva- 
tor. Mr. McLean's statement is too long for us to attempt even a 
condensed account of it; but we may remark that the lowest possi- 
ble profit, estimating the silk at the very low price of $4.50 per 
pound, was $108 per acre! and at $6, the current market value, 
$1S0. His product was at the rate of fit'ry pounds of silk to the acre, 
and the worms fed from trees raised from cuttings and layers planted 
the same year! Mr. McLean occupied the attention of the meeting 
for one hour and a half, and bis remarks were listened to with undi- 
vided attention. The Society will probably request a copy of his 
remarks, and we hope that they will be published, together with his 
experiment, as published in the journal alluded to, in pamphlet form, 
by the Society, and one hundred thousand copies printed and distrib- 
uted throughout the country. All the books which have been writ- 
ten by nurserymen and others, who know nothing of the feeding of 
the worms, and who have offered nothing but compilations from for- 
eign authors, are not worth the single statement of Mr. McLean. It 
u plain, practical^ and at once to the pointj and a single perusal of it 
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hy any intellifrent farmer, will enable him to reap ai fiiTorable reaulta 
M attended Mr. McLean's experiment. 

The meeting on the evening of the IStb, was held in the Represen- 
tatives' Cbaiuber, at the Capitol. An immense number of silk pro- 
ductions were exhibited, from the raw material to the finest manu- 
factured fabrici giving conclusive evidence, to the numerous assem- 
blage proseot, that perseverance in the cause is only wanting, to 
render this branch of domestic industry one of the most profirable 
resources to the community. Every individual who has the prosper- 
ity of his country at heart, cannot but feel anxious that this patriotic 
enterprise should receive the encouragement of all classes of the cpm- 
iBunity; and he who throws obstacles in the way of its progress, 
must l)e considered as an enemy to its future welfare. — Ed. 

Arboretum in the Harmony Orove Cemetery, Salem. — The favorable 
and open weather the present autumn, has enabled the proprietors of 
this place to go on grandly with the work of planting trees, and ac- 
complish much that would otherwise have to be deferred until the 
ensuing spring. I trust that, in a few years, a complete arbore- 
tum will here be found, containing every tree and hardy shrub that 
will bear the rigors of our climate. This being accomplished, will 
add much to the beauty of the cemetery, and, at the same time, will 
afford an opportunity of pursuing, advantageouslv, the study of this 
department of botany, a department too much neglected by amateurs. 
The feathery tribes will then lie induced to revisit this their once fa- 
vorite spot; the squirrels will resume their gambols and chirping 
amongst the branches, now that the truant school-bov is not permit- 
ted to disturb or molest them; the butterfly will be fluttering in the 
summer's sunshine, sipping nectar from every opening flower~in fine, 
all nature will seem to live in unison with the peace and solitude 
there predominant. Thus we shall truly have a beautiful place, and 
one well deserving its old and familiar name ofHarmtmy Grope. — Y.» 
Salem, December y 1839. 

Botanical Garden and Nunery of Mesers. Ellvjanger 4* Rogere, 
Rochester, N. Y. — Messrs £llwanger & Rogers have a good coller.tion 
of plants, not very extensive, at present, hut of some genera they have 
a line assortment, particularly of geraniums, roses, camellias, and 
cactuses. Some of the newest Varieties of camellias were imported 
from Europe late last spring, and arrived in rather a sickly state; 
but they are now in a bealthv condition, and have made shoots from 
four to six inches long. Of cactuses, Messrs. Ellwanger & Rogers 
have sixty species and varieties, and thirty more are daily expected 
from Europe. The Echinoc&ctus Ottdnts, will open in a few days, 
of which you shall have some account. They being acquainted with 
one of the best cactus collections in Europe, have the advantage of 
getting the very best and newest species. Ellwanger & Rosers have 
purchased about seven acres of land, near the entrance to the ceme- 
tery, which they are laving out for a botanical garden and nursery. 
It is their intention to build a green-house there next spring, and to 
remove their present green-houses, &c., on to the spot at the same 
time. It will be one of the finest establishments in the western coun- 
try, and will be a great ornament to the whole neighborhood. Messrs. 
E. & R. are determined to make their establishment worthy of the 
city which gave rise to it. — «dn Observer and Subscriber, Rochester, 
N. Y., Sept., 1889. 

Rohan potatoes. — My two small Rohan potatoes, which you pre- 
sented me, not larger than hens' eirgs, 1 had planted on the *<Sand 
Prairie," so called, about ten miles from Galena^ and they have 
VOL. yi. — no. I. 5 
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produced me three bushels!! good mensiire. Thm is the largest 
yield I ever heard of.— Foiif*, H. N^, Galena, IIL, Nov. 18S9. 

Epiphyllum speeidsum, — Some fine lariie grafted plants of Epi- 
pbyllum spectdduin are now in l)loom in the rollectioiis in the vicin- 
ity of Boston. In the Conservatory of the Public Garden, in Mr. 
Sweetser's collection, and in the collection of Hovey & Co., there 
are some specimens which are now disfdnying two or three hundred 
blossoms each, presenting a rich and Jirillinnt di^fplay at this dreary 
season of the year. The beauty of this species, when grafted, can 
scarcely be estimated by those who have never seen it only on its 
own roots. When on a vigorous stork, the plants spread out two or 
three feet wide, and with their drooping stems, terniinnted with hun- 
dreds of flowers, are one of the most conspicuous objects of the 
green-house. They are easily grafted, and if the Cdrens trinneiilii- 
ris is used for the stock, the plants in twelve months will increase to 
a greater size than they will on their own roots in three years. Ev- 
ery lover of this tril)e should possess one or more grafted plants 
of this species. — Ed, 

Dahlias, — The six dahlias you sent me Inst spring, were planted 
in my garden, and were the admiration of every one that visited oor 
town. One of them, eight feet high, had thirty perfect flowers on k 
at one time.— f/. N,, Galena, III,, Nov. 18S9. 



Art. III. Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 

Since the report of the August meeting appeared in our pages, we 
have not received any thine in relation to the subsequent exhibitions 
from our correspondent. The eleventh annual exhibition of the So- 
ciety took place on the 18th, 19th, 30(h, and 31st of September, and 
was the largest and most splendid display ever made by the Society. 
The report of the exhibition has been published in a pamphlet of forty 

Cages, and is nearly filled with the plants, flowers, fruits and vegeta- 
tes exhibited, the names of the contributors, and the award of pre- 
miums by the judges. It will be thus seen that it is impossible for hs 
to give only a condensed account of the exhibition, without occupy- 
ing too much space. 

The annual meeting for the choice of oflUcers was held on the 3d 
of September. Horace Binnry, Esq. was again chosen President, and 
our correspondent, Dr. Watson, Recording Secretary, in the place of 
J. W. Burrows, who declined a re-election. 

The annual exhibition was held in the splendid saloon of the Phila- 
delphia Museum on the days above named. The committee re- 
mark that *^ No former exhibition can, in all points, compare wfth 
the last, of which the details will be given in the ofl^cial reports. The 
attraction to the public was such, that it was continued a day beyond 
the limit originally fixed, notwithstanding the plnnts were exposed to 
some injury by their position, and the fruits and flowers, being at per- 
fect maturity when first presented, were diminishing in beauty after 
the first or second day. At least eighteen thousand persons testified 
their gratifiration by visiting the exhibition, many of them more than 
once, and giving a minute attention to all that was most worthv of 
notice. A more brilliant spectacle than that which was presented by 
the salooni the plants, flowers and fruits> and the multitudes of beau- 
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tiful women and their attendants, who formed a perpetual promenade 
round the apartment during the day, and until a late hour of the even- 
11 g, cannot be imaf^tned. 

'^The moat striking feature in the exhibition was the ffreat table 
sfiread in the centre of the saloon, and extending a hunored feet in 
length by sixteen in breadth, with circular ends, running by four gra- 
dations to the height of about twelve feet. On the upper platform 
was displaved a part of the beautiful collection of Mr. John B. Smith, 
iBcliiding the Cdrypha umbracaulifera, LMldnia borb^Snica, Phcehiix 
dactylifera, Cary6ta ilrens, Z&mia hdrrida, Panddnu$ il^tilis, £l»Ns 
guine^nsis, with numerous fruit-bearing orange and lemon treest a 
lieautifui LagerstroB^mia indica, and specimens of the .Alyrtus commu- 
nis, in full flower, and a variety of other plants. The three lower 
steps or elevations contained plants of gradually lessening heiicht, 
cnan^ in full bloom, iocluding^the MQsarosacaeV, Yiicca glorl^sa. Ma- 
n^ttia cordifdlin, a singular' and beautiful d9ristol6chia brazili^nsis, 
Jtfyrtus commil^iiis, Lagerstrce^nta indica, Camellia speci6sa, &c.: 
and on the lowest step or grade, was displayed in glass dishes, around 
the whole table, an immense variety of beautiful fruits, interspersed 
with bouquets. It is impossible by any description to do justice to 
this beautiful table, especially as it was seen from the upper walk or 
gallery of the Museum, The coup d'cbil htruck every one, and ar- 
rested the eye for some time before it could look at the details. 

"At the eastern end of this principal structure, and between it and 
the orchestra stage, was a table seventeen feet in length, which con- 
tained the prize fruits and vegetables, dahlias of great beauty and 
variety, and bouquets of flowers. 

"At the western end, and immediately in front of the visitors as they 
entered, and between them anil the principal table, was a chaste cu- 

Eola of roses, and a floral structure of considerable height, resem- 
ling a standard, covered with flowerH of every variety, and arranged 
in many forms, with festoons leading from its summit to the galleries* 
and dishes of fruit around its base. Near it was the remarkable sub- 
marine vegetable, heretofore exhibited, by the popular name of 'Nep- 
tune's Wine Cup.' In front of the organ loft, at the western end of 
the saloon, was a representation, in flowers, of the State House; fMid 
directly over the entrance was suspended a balloon covered with 
dahlias. 

"On the orchestra stage, at the opposite extremity, was a specimen 
of the iVep^nthes discillatdria, or pitcher plant, which hadgiownto 
the height of twelve feet or more, since the last exhibition. It was 
on the left or north-west angle. In the centre front was a large vase^ 
in imitation rock-work, surmounted with a large conical bouquet eT 
flowers, tastefully arranged, with small bouquets of the same shape» 
in vases, on either Bi<le. In the centre of the stage was a design, in im- 
itation of Chinese architecture, and something in the styte of the pago<^ 
da, most richly and profusely decked with flowers, which took the drst 
premium; and on a phitform, in the rear, was a temple of Flora, cov« 
ered with more than four thousand dahlias, in all their brilliant colors* 

"Around the edge of this stage were arranged flowering plants,, in 
pots, such as roses, petunias, salvias, cacti, &c. &c., and over the 
oack passage, from the stage, was suspetidt*d an air plant, in blooai— « 
a beautiful specimen of one of the most interesting classes. 

"Within the palisades, enclosing the skeleton of the mastodon, ele« 
phant and rhinoceros, and around, uaderand about these striking ob^ 
jects, were arranged, as a not unflt accompaaiment, the interesting 
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but ^otesque species of CictesD, Crassulicee, and JBuphorbtc^ecs 
vfhh severHl strikiDK Stap^lM. 

'* Finally, in the alcoves, formed by the cases of the Museum, con- 
tatninj( 8|>eoimen8 in Nntural History, on each side of the saloon, and 
running its whole length, were distributed dahlias, esculents, fruits, 
and bouquets, in great variety and profusion. 

^'An apartment better fitted, in some respects, for such an exhibition, 
could not be found; but from its great magnitude in length, breadth, 
and height, and the number of alcoves on each side, it became a proud 
test of the nffluence of the city of Philadelphia and its neighborhood, 
in plnnts, flowers and fruits; for nothing but an unbounded supply 
could have filled all parts of this immemie room, without somewhere 
betraying either poverty or vulgarity. The contributions were such, 
however, as to leave no want unsupplied, and materials, of every 
kind, were in such beauty and variety, as to carry out every arrange- 
ment that was desired. 

"The Committee of Publication are aware that this brief outline of 
the arrangement will be of little use to those who did not attend the 
exhibition, and will be thought by those who did, to be very far from 
fully representing it; but it has been thounht proper to preface by it 
the details of the contributions which will now be noticed more par- 
ticularly." 

Plants: — An immense number of plants were exhibited; we can 
onl^ give the aggregate number of each contributor. From J. B. 
Smith, forty-five plants, mostly palms and C6cti. Col. Carr, twenty- 
four plants. Gen. Robert Patterson, sixty plants. Geo. Pepper, 
Esq., eighty plants* Philip Physic, Esq., forty plants. T. Lan- 
dreth, thirty plants. J. McArran, twenty-four plants. F. J. Gutg- 
sell, twentv-Pour plants. Mackenzie & Buchanan, nearly one hun- 
dred. R. Buist, upwards of one hundred. R. Kilvington, one hun- 
dred and ten, including about twenty-five ericas. Mrs. Hibbert, 
sixty. Alexander Parker, upwards of one hundred. Ritchie 8c 
Dick, forty-five. John Sherwood, thirty. A. Dry burgh, thirty; be- 
sides many others who contributed smaller numbers. 

Bouauets, fancy designs, &c.: — The following variety of bouquets, 
fancy designs, &c. were contributed. 

By Joseph Cook, a beautifully formed desisrn* ornamented with a 
great variety of flowers, &c. in good taste. Hirst & Dreer, a spa- 
cious pavibon, entirely covered with dahlias. Robert Meston, a 
large imitation rock va«e, surmounted by a tasteful pyramid of cut 
flowers, displaying much skill. Daniel Maupay, a very large de- 
vice, twenty-five feet in height, formed with a profusion of flowers, 
festoons, and surrounded at the base with dishes of various fruit. 
Edward Hibbert, a beautiful imitation of the sta'e house, covered 
with a variety of flowers, for which he is entitled to much credit. 
Watt & Ritchie, a neatly designed cupola enveloped with roses. 
John Sherwood, a fine cone bouquet. William Chalmers, a taste- 
fully arranged pyramid of cut flowers. 

By Algernon S. Rolx>rts, a large urn of beautiful flowers in form 
of a pyramid, arranged with taste. Mrs. Gen. Patterson, two glass 
vases of choice flowers, admirably arranged. Miss Percival, several 
small vases and Imuquets, evincing much taste. Hirst & Dreer, a 
balloon with basket suspended, formed of a profusion of dahlias. 
Roltert Kilvinirton, a number of basket bouquets. 

By Lewis Ul>er, a pair of festoons formed wholly of dahlias. 
Charles Conover, a pair of festoons, of evergreens tastefully inter- 
woven with numerous flowers. Robert Buisti a festooo^ from which 
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were ranprnded peveriil epidendrutns, or nir plants, in bloom. Messrs . 

Coopers, .•^everal festoons of everirrpens interspersed with flower>. 
Fruits: — ^The quantity of fruit displayed wasso^rreat, and the con*- 

tributors so Durnerotis, that %ve have no room for tbeir iutsertion. 
Yei^etables: — There were specimens exhibited in great variety, and 

by a large number of individuals. 
'I'he award of premiums for flowers, fruits, and vegetables occupy 

00 much space, that we can only find room for the report of the Com- 
mittee on Dahlias, which is as follows: — 

For the best twelve dahlias, to Hirst & Dreer, named Kinprsrote Ri- 
val, Ansell's Unique, VVi<lnalPs Reliance, Ne Plui« Ultra, Wtlmer's 
President, Strilita formosissima, Trafalgar, Madonna, Fit>herton 
Champion, Mayhew's Rosetta, Marshal Soult, and the Royal 
Standard. 

For the next best twelve dahlias, to Thomas Hancock, Burlington, 
N. J., called WidnalPs RMiance, WidiialPs Nimrod, Godwin'ii 
Rival Rose, Elphinstone'i* King of Yellows, Knight's Lmlv Web- 
ster, Lehman's Clara, ElphinstoneV Conqueror of Knrope, IfJphin- 
stone's R6sa sup^rba. Countess of Sheffield, Middlesex Rival, Gir- 
ling's Exquisite, and Mrs. Wilkinson. 

For the best American seedling parti-colored dahlia, to Thomas Heis- 
kill, Bristol, Pa., named Fanny, a finely cupped dark rose colored. 

For the best American seedling self-colored dahlia, to Gerard Sehtnitz, 
MoyameDsing, a very fine white, which he has named Miss Perci- 
val. 

For the best design, formed of flowers, to Joseph Cook, gardener to 
William Norris, Esuq. 

For the next best design, formed of flowers, to Hirst & Dreer, for a 
beautiful pavilion, covered with four thousand flowers of the dahlia. 

F«ir the best l>ouquet, to Mrs. Gen. Patterson. 

For the liest pair of festoons, to Lewis Uber, composed entirely of 
dahlia blooms. 

For the next best pair of festoons, to Charles Conover, gardener lo 
Thomas C. Rockhitl, Esq. 
The committee have awarded the following honorary premiums:— 

For a beautiful festoon, an honorary premium of three dollars, to 
Robert Buist. 

For several festoons, an honorary premium of three dollars, to Messrs. 
Coopers. 

For a beautiful cone bouquet upon k laree imitation rock vase, an 
honorary premium of seven dollars, to Robert Meston, gardener to 
Mrs. Rowland. 

For a very pretty cone bouquet, crowned with an eagle, an honorary 

Kemium of five dollars, to William Chalmers, sen., gardener to 
rs. Stott. 

For a cone bouquet, an honorary premium of three dollars, to John 
Sherwood. 

For a beautiful imitation of the State House and steeple, an honorary 
premium of ^ve dollars, to Mrs. Hibbert. 

For a ^ne cupola, enveloped in roses and crowned with an eagle, an 
honorary premium of ^e dollars, to Watt & Ritchie, of Monu- 
ment Cottage Garden. 

For a very large device, twenty-five feet in height, composed of flow- 
ers in great variety, ao honorary premium of seven dollars, to 
Daniel Maupay. 

For bouquets, on honorary premium of three doUan, to Ritchie k 
Dick. 
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The -'ommiTtee mnke honorable mention of fine dahlias, exhibi^d 
by II. Buiat, Mackenzie 8& Buchanan, Mm. Hibliert, VVillia > Ilobson 
of Kiri!^4f*H8iii;f, William Carville, of Hnverfurd School, Thomas 
Hjiikill, Tho.nas Hancock, Gerard Suhmitz, aod Hir«t & Dreer. 



Art. IV. Faneuil HaU Market. 



R^ott, Tubers, ^e. 
Potatoei: 

Sureet Potaioea, per btuh. 
Tarnips: 

CoiDinon, per huahel,. . ... . 

Kutn Baga, per biubel,. . . 
Onionii: 

White, per btnhel, 

ReJ,per bunch, 

White, per bunch, 

YkIIow, per budhel, 

Beets, per biishel, 

Carrutd, per budhei, 

I'anniiM, {nov biMhel, 

HiH-sci'ailish, per pound, . . . 

Radishes, per bunch 

SlMliots, per pound, 

Garlic, per pound, . 



Cabbages, Saiads, ^c. 

Cabbages, per dozen: 

8a¥oy 

Drumhead, 

Red Dutch 

Cauliflowers, each, 

Brocoli, each, scarce 

Lettuce, per head, 

1*oinatiies, per doxen, 

Celery, per root: 

C(»ininon, 

Bailey's Giant, 

Spinach, per half peck. . . . 

Poi and Sweei Herbs. 



From 


To 


Sct«. 


»cts. 


1 25 


1 50 


50 




1 03 


1 124 


50 
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2 50 


1 03 





1 25 


I 50 


25 
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87i 


60 


1 00 


1 50 
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62 


75 


50 


624 


50 


624 


624 


75 
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12 


10 


12 


20 


.. 


12 


~~ 


87 


60 


75 


1 03 


60 


75 


124 


25 


20 


25 


6 


10 


50 


75 


6 


8 


10 


12 


25 


— 


60 




17 


20 


6 


12 


6 


12 


8 


6 



Squashes and Pumpkins, 

Squaslies, per pound : 

Winter crook neck, 

Autumnal Marrow, per lb. 
Canada cruok neck,. . . . 

Pumpkins, 



Fruits. 
Apples, dessert, new : 

«-»".}?:&::: 

Gr enings, per barrel. . . . 
Pearinaius, per barrel, . . . . 
Sweet, 



9cts. 

2 00 

8O0 

300 

20 



Parsley, per hair pock,. 

Sage, per pound 

Marjorum, per bunch,. 
Savory, per bunch,. . . . 
Spoariaiut, per bunch, . 

Remarks. — In our last report we were obliged to defer our remark* 
for want of room. Since then, there has been but a slight change in 
the state of the market. There has beea a sufficient supply to satis- 



Dried apples, per pound,. 

Pears: 

St. Germain, per dos 

Winter 8c. Michael. pr doi. 
Chaumontel, per half peek. 
Baking, per bushel,.. . 

Gra es, per pound: 
Black Hamburgh,..., 
Malaga, 

Quinces, per bushel, . . . 

Cranberries, per bushel. 

Lemons, per doien, . . . 

Oranges, per dosen : 

Sicily , 

Havana, (sweet). .... 

Pineapples, each, 

Oicotinuts, each, 

Che»tnut8,per bufihel. 

Walnuts, per bunthel, plenty. 

Almonds, (sweet,) per pound, 

Filliertu, per pound, .. . 

Castana, ... . 

English walnuts, per lb, 



i'remr To 



00 

00 
00 
50 
60 
50 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
7 

60 
60 
60 
00 



860 

400 

860 

26 
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76 
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54 



260 
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fy the asufti demand, and, with, one or two exceptions, prires have 
rans^ed nearly the same. The fitie anil open weather of December 
favored the niriner in securing and harvesting hU crops in good con- 
dition. 

Some kinds of Potatoes have improved a little since our last date. 
The closing of many of the eastern ports, Uy the cold weather, has 
prevented a stock from being :*ent forward, and, consequently, Che- 
nangoes and Rastports have nilvanced a shade; common reds, whites, 
&c. remain without alteration. Of Turnips there is an abundant 
stock, and of excellent growth. The stock of Onions is larger than 
it hjis been for a year or two past, at this season, and they go off rath- 
er heavily. Beets, Carrots and PMrsnip?< are plentifully supplied. 
Horse-radish a good stock, and of very fine appearnnre. RitdiMhes 
have continued to come to hand, but not of very irreat exrellenre; 
in a few days, however, the quality will be mueh improved. The 
stock of Cabbages, which was large, has been taken up, and at pres- 
ent there is not a full supply: a little improvement in prices has 
taken place. Cauliflowers ure received of handsome size, but they 
are not abundant. Some Brocoli are also to l>e had, though they are 
very scarce. Tomatoes of forced growth sell well at ii notations. 
Celery abundant and fine. Spinach has held out well. In Squashes 
there has been a considerable change '^ although the fall was so fa- 
vorable to the ripening of the crop, yet they do not keep as well as 
usual, and, in consequence, prices have fully doubled since our Inst. 
Crooknecks, marrows, &c., perfectly sound, and free fVom danger 
of rot, command our quotations. 

In fruit there has been a slight improvement. Apfdes do not win- 
ter as well as usual, and those of picked and superior quality com- 
mand good prices; yery little is done in shipping. Fine eating peara 
are nearly all gone, only a few prime St. Germains remaining on hand; 
baking have slightly improved. Gra|)es are abundant, and rather a 
drug. Quinces are about gone. Cranberries are hi;>her, from a re- 
duced stock and a good demand. Lemons remain about the same: 
late arrivals have kept the nuirket supplied. Chestnuts are hiL'h afta 
scarce. Walnuts are excellent this season, and abundant.— Jll. T., 
Boston, Dee. ftS, 18d9. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOR JANUART. 



FRUIT DEPARTMENT. 



There is but tittle to do in the fruit department this month. The 

?frape vines should have been pruned ere thts,and all prepara^tions ma<le 
or spring growth. In the open air every thing has probablv been 
protected, and the severitv or the cold will not allow of any thing be- 
mg done in the ffarden. Where there is a hot-houaie, however, grape 
vines niay now be started for an early crop, and strawberry plants in 
pots may be brought from a frame where they should have been win- 
tered, reach trees, and other kinds of fruit trees in pots, may be also 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 HarHeifUurnl Jtbnwranda. 

brought into the hot-house for producing earYy fruit. As there is so 
Httle'to Ho now, the industrions j^nrdener should be preparing for 
sprin?, by mnkini; labels, sticks for tyinir up pi ants /trellises, &c., and 
all other work which would require to b6 aone in the spring that can 
be performed now. 

FLOWER bEPARTMKlTT. 

Camellias w'lW now displny their flowers in the greatest perfection. 
Keep the plnn]8 liliernlly sufiplied with water. The plants may l>e 
aUo syringed occasionally, though not very ofVen, as it hns a tenden- 
cy to tarnish the light-colored and more delicate petaled flowers. 
'I'he seeds should be sown this month in pans or pots, of light sandy 
soil. Attend to the impregnation of the flowers, if seeds are wanted 
fur producing new varietiw. 

JlzaUaa should have a little more water administered this monthy 
but not too abundantly until they begin to bloom. 

Hoset should be pruned and top-dressed, and be placed on shelves 
«s near the glass as convenient. 

Leehenaulliai will bloom more profusely now, and should receiTO 
more water. 

OxalUe$f of several sorts, will now be coming into flower; give them 
plenty of water. 

ixtai, Sparaxii, ^c, will also begin to flower the latter part of the 
nonrh. Give them a situation near the glass. 

GeraniutM will need to be occasionally looked over, as the aphis 
trouble them at this season. If any appear, fumigate the house with 
tobacco. 

Hymeinthi^ in pots, which were planted in November, will now 
open dieir flower buds, if they have been treated properly. Give 
them a good supply of water when in flower. 

DahliaSf for very early flowering, may be started now. Put the 
root!< into potn, and give them a warm situation to forward them. 

Verbenas will beifin to bloom the latter part of the month. Thdse 
that require it should then be repotted. 

Cacluaes will still require but little water. If, however, any plants 
flhouldlshuw the buds very prominently, they^may be watered, to force 
them into bloom, if it is desired. 

Tree PcBonies may be brought in for a succession of flowers. 

Jitmmrylli$e$ should be potted now, particularly those which show 
buds. 

Erieaa coming into flower should receive due supplies of water, 
and be placed in the coolest and most airy part of the house. 

Jinmual flower seeds^ for blooming early, may be planted this month 
in hot beds. 

VXOETABLX DEPARTMENT. 

Hot-beds for early cucumber;*, radishes, &c. should be made up 
this month. One small frame, of one light, will be sufficient to rai^e 
cucumber plants for several large frames. They should be potted 
into No. 2 pots when in the seed leaf, three in each pot. They may 
remain thus, until the large frames are made up for nilling out. 

Radishes, Lettuces, Peppergrass, jrc. may be planted now in hot 
bed^. 

Rhubarb may be brought forward in the green-house, by having 
the roots planted in large pots. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Art. I. Repktion; a disease incident to the culture of the 
Tuberose^ {Polianthee tuberdsa.) By John Lewis Ru 8* 
SELL, Professor of Vegetable Physiology to the Massachu- 
setts Horticultural Society, &.c. 

This stately and exquisite flower, deservedly a favorite of 
the florist, and for so many years attracting undiminished at- 
tention from the lover of choice plants, is too well known to 
need a description of its merits, or of the sti-ucture of its form. 
The variety most cultivated is the double or multiplex petalled, 
and first known in Europe, being grown for many years in only 
one garden, that of M. de la Court, at Leyden; its confine- 
ment to that spot being rendered eflTective by the annual de- 
struction of its numerous offsets. Indeed, the original species 
and type is so seldom seen, that, among the thousands which 
have fallen under my observation, for many years past, cultivat- 
ed in the gardens of amateurs and florists, but one specimen of 
the true Poli&nthes tuberdsa, with single and simple corolle, 
has occurred. 

Having had an opportunity of rearing a promising plant of 
the double variety this past summer, in lieu of bettor informa- 
tion I followed the directions laid down in practical treatises 
concerning its cuhure. Nothing could have exceeded the 
strength and vigor and promising appearance of my favored and 
carefully tended pet. Indulging myself in the hope that my 
assiduity would be rewarded by a richness of foliage surpassed 
vot. VI. — 110. n. 6 
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only by the altitude and beauty of the spike, which seemed to 
give evidence of such a disposition to fulGI my anticipations, I 
bad the misfortune to discover, at the critical moment of its 
extension for speedy bloom, that an insidious disease had 
struck a fatal blow on the hitherto green and rich foliage, which 
gracefully bent in perfection over the pot; the ornament of my 
casement, and the attracting object of the casual observer. 
Detecting it in its first approach, I had an excellent opportuni- 
ty of marking its progress and its effects. At first a single 
leaf was affected in its centre, perceived by the withering of 
that portion. On the next day two or three more were simi- 
larly attacked. A day after, and nearly all were in the same 
condition. Satisfied that no insect had committed these rav- 
ages, I was led to a niicroscopic investigation, in order, if pos- 
sible, to trace the inward and physiological source. The epi- 
dermis, or covering of the upper side of the leaf, was dry and 
withered, and this extended as far as the disease seemed to af- 
fect the portion of the leaf. Its color was perfectly white, 
and similar to satin. The epidermis of the under surface was 
less dry and withered. The parenchyma, or pulp, was more 
or less destroyed, and all that sustained the remnant of the leaf 
was a narrow line of healthy matter on each side of the central 
withered portion. Irregular, transverse dark lines were appa- 
rent through the epidermal tissue. Submitted to a powerful 
lens, they were ascertained to proceed from ruptures of the in- 
ternal vessels, which permeate the parenchyma. 

The perspiration of plants is a well known law of vegetable 
economy. In most instances this is itnperceptible, although 
very apparent in some remarkable cases. In endogenous plants, 
to which group belongs the subject of this memoir, this perspi- 
ration or exudation is effected generally at the tip of the foliage. 
Excess of nourishment is as prejudicial to the plant as to the 
animal. If by any cause the plant cannot dispose of its super- 
fluous supply, the structure, unable to meet such fearful exi- 
gencies, becomes diseased, and incapable of its healthy and 
natural function. This, I had reason to think, was precisely 
the case in this instance. Erring in following too literally the 
injunction 'Ho water freely" on the swelling of the buds, re- 
pletion was the ultimate effect. Rendered more cautious by 
a detection of the mischief, I was, by a more spare application 
of water, enabled to bloom my specimen with tolerable show, 
although so sadly disfigured in foliage. From such experience 
it may not be too bold to presume that the tuberose does not 
require that free watering hitherto recommended. Somewhat 
succulent in its structure, it is capable of resisting much more 
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beat and dryness than might be supposed. Further experi- 
ments on this interesting subject may perhaps develop impor* 
tant facts, which shall serve as hints to the florist. Many of 
the prescribed rules for floriculture are exceedingly objectiona- 
ble, because derived more from traditional knowledge that 
from constant experiment; while it is evident, to insure com- 

Elete success, a philosophical and inquiring spirit shotild be the 
ighest teacher and guide. 



Art. II. Pomohgieal Notices; or Notices respecting new 
and superior varieties of Fruits, worthy of general cuUiva* 
tion. By the Editor. 

Since the spring of 1837, very few fruits have come under 
our notice, which have demanded any particular attention. Mr. 
Manning's excellent article, in Vol. III., describing upwards of 
one hundred and twenty pears, included most of the new and 
superior varieties of that fruit; and but few kinds, not there 
named, have since produced specimens from which any accu- 
rate information could be ascertained of their real excellence. 
Our notices in Vol. IV. embraced a variety of miscellaneous 
fruits. 

During the three past years not so large a number of new 
fruits have been imported; previously to that period almost 
every variety supposed to be new and valuable, in either the 
English or French collections, was sought out and introduced; 
besides these, Dr. Van Mons contributed largely of his stock 
of seedlings, to enrich and extend our collections. Very few, 
however, of the latter have yet come into bearing; and it will 
be some time ere their true character and value shall become 
known. Mr. Manning had many new varieties in bearing the 
past summer, and he anticipated the pleasure of proving their 
excellence and describing their qualities; but the storm of the 
latter past of last August was very severe in Salem, and nearly 
all those varieties, whose maturity he had watched with much 
anxiety, were blown off the trees before they had attained to 
half their size. The expectations of a whole season were de- 
stroyed in a moment, and it will be another year, and, unless a 
favorable season, perhaps two, before the opportunity will 
again be afforded, of ascertaining the excellence of those which 
fruited the past season. 
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The accessions of Dew and superior varieties of fruits to our 
gardens must be, necessarily, slow. The addition of new 
names is of little value, and in the present rather confused no* 
menclature of fruits, it is better lo proceed carefully in intro* 
ducing new kinds, than, by needless baste, plant those which a 
year or two will reveal to be only old varieties, of which we 
have an abundance already, or new sorts less worthy of growth 
than such as we previously possessed. Much disappointment 
has been caused by the innumerable synonymes which abound 
in fruit catalogues; and we have known instances where a good 
variety had been engrafted on a poor and worthless one, and 
where the cultivator, possessed with considerable zeal, and 
anxious to buy every new sort, bad regrafted the same, and 
finally introduced the identical old and original variety which 
the tree first produced! We would not, by any means, be 
understood as disapproving of the introduction of supposed 
new varieties; but we would caution those who are desirous of 
possessing the new and finer kinds, to proceed with care, in 
order that frequent disappointment may not dampen or wholly 
destroy the zeal of cultivators. We have thrown out these 
hints, because we think the confused state of the nomenclature 
of fruits demands that more than ordinary pains should be taken 
when selecting an assortment of fruits for a garden. 

Several new kinds of pears have been exhibited at the Mas* 
sachusetts Horticultural Society's room, the past season: we 
shall first mention them, giving some account of those of which 
we have any knowledge; we shall then notice some fruits which 
have lately been raised from seed, or introduced into English 
collections. 

Beurri Bronze. — This variety is not named in the London 
Horticultural Society's Catalogue. It was exhibited by the 
Hon. John Lowell the past autumn, and proved to be a first 
rate pear. Mr. Manning also exhibited it, but under the name 
of Fourcroy and Fig of Naples. The Fig of Naples is de- 
scribed by Mr. Manning, Vol. IIL, p. 48, but the name 
should be cancelled, and Beurre Bronze take its place. Mr. 
Manning states that he does not find the Beurre Bronze de- 
scribed by any pomological author; and also remarks that it 
deserves to be extensively disseminated. Under the name of 
Figue of Naples, it is well known in the vicinity of Boston. « 

Rtine Caroline. — Exhibited by Mr. Lowell. It had not 
fruited when the London Horticultural Society's Catalogue 
was published, but it proves to be a very fine fruit; it is of 
good size, and in eating the latter part of October. 
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Delieee Charlt9 — also exhibited by Mr. Lowell, and like* 
wise undescribed by Mr. Thompson in the above Catalogue^ 
of handsome appearance and excellent quality. Ripe in No- 
vember. 

Beurri Capiaumont. — There has been some discussion re- 
specting this variety; a few years since, a fine looking pear, 
now ascertained to be the Roi de Wurtemburg, was received 
as the Capiaumont, but it did not resemble the figure of the latter 
variety, in the Poniological Magazine^ and its identity was 
doubted by Mr. Manning: after some time, it was ascertained 
by him that it was not the Capiaumont, but the Roi de Wurtem- 
burg. Mr. Manning then made exertions to procure the /rut 
Capiaumont. The grafts were received from Mr. Thompson, 
of the London Horticultural Society's Garden; and these came 
into bearing, for the first time, in 1838, and the size, form, and 
quality of the fruit were such as to leave no doubt that it was 
the Capiaumont, of the London Horticultural Society's Cata" 
hgtUj and of Van Mons. The trees have again fruited the 
past year, and fine specimens were exhibited at the annual ex- 
hibition of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, by Mr. 
Ives, of Salem. It is a first rate pear. The Roi de Wur- 
temburg is a handsome fruit, btlt much inferior to the Capiau- 
mont in quality. 

Beurri Seatin, one of Van Mons's new varieties, the grafts 
of which were received directly from him, was exhibited the 
past month by Mr. Manning. It possesses excellent qualities, 
and Mr. Manning thinks it is one of thie best of the seedlings 
which Van Mons has raised. We hope to give our readers 
some account of it from Mr. Manning. 

The Duchess d^Jlngouleme^ has produced abundantly the 
pa t year in the collections of many cultivators. Specimens, 
of handsome form, weighed from seventeen to twenty ounces 
each. It is a variety deserving of general growth. Dwarf 
trees on quince produce large and handsome fruit. 

Michaux. — This is the name of a new variety, which we 
observed the past fall in the nursery of Mr. Ives, of Salem; it 
was not then near ripe; if it has proved good, we trust Mr. Ives 
will send us some account of it. 

Fulton. — We have remarked, while noticing the collection 
of fruits in the garden of Mr. Manning, the past autumn, (Vol. 
IV. p. 407,) a peculiarity of this variety, first discovered by 
him the past year. This is, that the fruits, after they have 
attained half their size, are in a good eating state after they 
had laid a day or two. Every fruit blown off, after laying two 
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or three days to mature, is perfectly mellow, and but little in- 
ferior to a full grown and ripened fruit. 

FeasVs Seedling, — While on a visit to Baltimore, we called 
upon Mr. Samuel Feast, of that city, some notice of whose 
garden will be found in our last volume, (p. 371.) Mr. Feast 
presented us with specimens of a new seedling pear, raised 
by him a few years since from the Seckel. It is quite differ- 
ent from that excellent variety in color, shape and flavor, but 
it nevertheless promises first rate qualities. We took some 
of the specimens, intending to describe it when we arrived 
home; but being detained beyond our expectations, on our 
way, and the fruit somewhat over ripe, we were not enabled to 
keep them. The variety is larger and longer than the Seckel, 
with a pale green skin, rich melting flesh, with a delicious fla- 
vor, and ripe in August. It is one of the best early autumn 
pears we are acquainted with. 

In addition to these, we have some information on several 
other varieties to offer, in a future article. We shall now no- 
tice some kinds upon which we find remarks in the English pe- 
riodicals. 

Beurri Spence, — Nothing is yet known of this fine variety 
in England, although considerable pains have been taken to in- 
troduce it. Mr. Thompson remarks, that an excellent pear 
was seen the past season, under the name of Beurr6 Spence, 
but it was believed to be the Urbaniste. It seems singular that 
to this day it has not been added to English collections. 

MolletVs Seedling ChaumonteL — A variety under this name 
has been exhibited before the London Horticultural Society. 
It bears considerable resemblance to the old Chaumontel, in 
appearance and flavor. 

Shobden Count Pear, — Raised by the late President of the 
London Horticultural Society, Mr. Knight. It is a fine vari- 
ety, possessing a flavor partaking of that of the melon and the 
pine apple. 

The Fortunie Beige is the same as the Fortunie de Par- 
mentier. 

The Colmar J^iell^ is stated to be a most excellent pear, 
surpassing several of the new varieties. 

The Althorp Crassane^ one of Mr. Knight's new pears, is 
recommended by Mr. Thompson to take the place of the 
Beurre Diel, where the latter does not thrive. The former, 
being an English variety, is extremely hardy, as well as a first 
rate fruit. It ripens from December to the end of January, 
somewhat according to the favorableness of the season. The 
tree bears welU 
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The Chaumontel Swanks Egg. — Raised by Mr. Williams, of 
PitmastoD, from seed of the Chaumontel, impregnated with the 
pollen of the Swan's egg. A middle sized, obovate fruit, with 
a short stalk, a large open eye, a russet skin, and a rich sugary 
flavor. It bears well as a standard, and is in season in the 
end of October. The tree grows with upright branches, like 
the Swan's egg. 

Variety (unnamed.) — Raised by the same gentleman from the 
seed of the green Chisel and pollen of the Poire d'Auch. It 
does not appear to possess merit of the first kind, the flesh, 
though sugary, being rather gritty. Mr. Williams found it, 
however, to succeed well on a north wall, when it ripens about 
the end of September, succeeding the Jargonelle. 

Fan Mons Leon le Clerc. — In our last volume, (p. 304,) we 
noticed this new variety which has lately been brought into cul- 
tivation. There is an ojd variety called Leon le Clerc, which 
has led to some confusion in the sale and dissemination of the 
two kinds by English nurserymen. The old variety, under this 
name, which has been cultivated for many years, is a totally 
different fruit from Van Mons Leon le Clerc: the former 
being only a stewing pear, with a tough flesh, while the latter 
is one of the richest beurr^s. 

It was first introduced, we believe, into England, by M. 
Ren6 Langlier, of Jersey, and was advertised and sold by him 
at a high price: another nurseryman, in the same place, having 
a pear by the same name, offered his at a much lower rate, and 
sold a number of trees to those who thought M. Laugher's 
price exhorbitant: this gave rise to a discussion between the tv^o 
nurserymen; M. Rene Langlier contending that he, only, had 
the true Leon le Clerc. But as the other nurseryman receiv- 
ed his trees from one of the best sources in Paris, he was 
.confident he sold the identical fruit. A correspondence took 
place, and the whole matter in dispute was left to a committee 
of the Jersey Horticultural Society. After looking into the 
affair, this committee discovered that M. Rene Langlier's Le- 
on le Clerc was a new and entirely different fruit from the 
other, and that he alone was in possession of the true variety. 

This variety originated with M. Leon le Clerc, of Laval, 
a celebrated cultivator, and named Van Mons Leon le Clerc, 
in honor of Dr. Van Mons's eminent services in pomology. 
The variety was not sold to the tra.de; but M. Rene Langlier, 
of Jersey, from some cause,' probably personal friendship, was 
made the sole possessor of the variety in England, before it 
was known to the trade in France; and as there was a Leon le 
Clerc raised by Dr. Van Mons himself, and called a fine pear, 
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nurserymen, who saw M. Lan^lier's advertisement of this new 
pear, at one guinea each tree, immediately wrote to France to 

Erocure it: in all cases Van Mons's Leon le Clerc came to 
and, but not Van Mons Leon le Clerc^* raised by M. le 
Clerc. M. le Grandais, a celebrated nurseryman of Avran- 
ches, wrote to M. Leon le Clerc for information respecting 
the pear bearing his name, but the latter, supposing he alluded 
to Van Mons's seedling, and not his own of the same name, 
which was not then for sale, wrote in return, that it was a first 
rate pear, keeping for a long period, and of an agreeable fla- 
▼or. M. leGrandais wrote to his correspondents in England, 
that he had corresponded with M. le Clerc, and received a 
description of the pear, together with branches of the tree, 
the better that he might know if those which he had sent to 
England were true; they proved identical. With this confir- 
mation. Van Mons Leon le Clerc pear was advertised at 2s. 
6(/., while M. Langlier was selling his at one guinea. To 
settle the afi^air, it was left to the Jersey Horticultural Soci* 
ety, and they decided as we have stated above. We have 
deemed this explanation necessary, that amateurs and nursery- 
men, ordering this variety from abroad, may look out and se« 
cure the true Leon le Clerc. Probably no one has it for sale 
in England, but M. Langlier, of Jersey, and in France, but the 
raiser of the variety, M. le Clerc. Specimens of the fruit 
were exhibited before the London Horticultural Society, by 
M. Langlier, in December, 1838, and we find the following 
note upon the same, by Mr. Thompson, recorded in the Gar- 
dener^s Magazine. 

"The most important variety exhibited in the collection of 
M. Latiglier, is a pear called Van Mons Leon le Clerc, raised 
by M. Leon le Clerc, of Laval. It is a fruit of an oblong 
form, about four inches in length, and nearly three inches in 
diameter. The eye is shallow, small, but open; the stalk rath- 
er more than one inch in length, moderately strong, and insert* 
ed obliquely ; the skin yellowish, every where profusely cov- 
ered with brown, which, near the stalk, amounts to a sort of 
russeting. The flesh is yellowish white, buttery and melting, 
with a very rich sugary flavor. It proves a pear of first-rate 
excellence, combining the properties of large size, handsome 
appearance, and rich flavor." 

M. Ren6 Langlier is a nurseryman at St. Hiliers, in the 
Island of Jersey. We hope it will soon be introduced to our 
collections. 

• M. Leon le Clera, of Laval, wiibed the name of Van Mont to bt ooBJoined with 
bii own, in ibe name of thif frait 
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Mr. Rivers, nurseryman of Sawbridgewortb, has commu- 
nicated some information on several varieties of pears in the 
Gardener^a Magazine^ from which we condense the follow- 
ing:— 

Beurri de Ranz (not Ranee, as it is commonly called, and 
so named in Mr. Manning's article, Vol. III., p. 60,) proves 
to be one of the hardiest of the Belgian varieties, and bears 
most abundantly as a standard. The last season, owing to the 
cold and wet summer of 1838, the pears were in perfection 
in January, and are stated to have been more juicy and high 
flavored than usual. They were gathered from young stand- 
ard trees, growing in a warm, sandy loam, with a pure sandy 
subsoil. In 1838, the fruit remained in perfection as late as July. 

Hacon^a Incomparable. — Much has been said of this vari- 
ety; the same writer calls it one of the finest pears known. In 
1838 the fruit ripened early in December, scarcely keeping till 
Christmas, from young standard trees. No fruit can be more 
delicious from standards. The fruit is long and handsome, as 
full sized winter Crassane pears, and much like them in shape 
and color. The tree is pendulous, and very hardy and prolific. 
Mr. Manning, we believe, has fruited it. 

Bon Chriiien Fdndant has proved soft, dry and worthless 
in the climate of England. It is an early bloomer, and subject 
to be cut off by spring frosts. 

The Aston Town Pear proves to be a most excellent varie- 
ty; juicy, melting and high flavored. Fruits well as a stand- 
ard, and is a hardy and prolific variety. This has not yet been 
fruited in this country. 

Comte de Launy is also a most excellent variety, remarka- 
bly full of a sugary, refreshing, juice. It is also a very hardy 
sort, withstanding the sharp frosts of spring better than most 
varieties. Not yet added to our collections. 

The Easter Beurri has failed three successive years with 
the writer, near London. The opposite result has been the 
experience of Mr. Manning: with him it is a great and con- 
stant bearer. 

Beurri Diet, in spite of the unpropitious season of 1838, ri- 
pened well from standards. For those who like a musky per- 
fumed pear, this is good. It is more hardy than the Easter 
Beurre. 

Louise Bonney of Jersey^ is stated to be a November pear, 
juicy and high flavored. In 1838, the writer gave it unquali- 
fied praise, as the fruit was quite delicious. In the climate of 
England it blooms too early for cold springs. Mr. Manning 
thinks highly of this sort. 

VOL. VI. NO. II. 7 
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The Beurri de Capiaumont may be called the Hawthorn- 
dean, (alluding to the well known prolific nature of the apple 
of that name) of pears. It bears abundantly at all ages, every 
where, and under any circumstances, and, for October, is a 
handsome and delicious pear. For pot culture it is invaluable, 
producing freely when so planted. 

Beurri Base is not an abundant bearer while the tree is 
young, but a highly flavored and delicious pear. In eating in 
all November. Mr. Manning's remarks are, that it produces 
*'early and plentifully." 

Thompson's Pear^ for an autumnal variety, is stated to be 
quite worthy of cultivation. The fruit is remarkably juicy and 
high flavored, and fit for the table the whole of November. 
Like most of the new English seedlings, it is very hardy; the 
trees, even in the coldest soil, grow freely, without canker. 

The» Winter JVc/w is stated to be, like Hacon's Incompara- 
ble, deserving a situation by every owner of a garden. No 
pear can be more delicious the whole of January. Mr. Man- 
ning has already recorded his opinion of this fine sort in our 
pages, (see Vol. III., p. 47,) which coincides exactly with 
this writer. 

The JlUhorp Crassane nearly approaches the Winter Nelis 
in excellence. The tree is inclined to be thorny, but is re- 
markably hardy, and bears well. It varies in its time of ripen- 
ing, from early in December to the end of January. 

The Glout Morceau^ the last two seasons, have not had fla- 
vor, owing, probably, to the want of sun. The writer thinks 
the variety inclined to be tame and insipid. It is, however, a 
robust tree, even in the roost cold and clayey soils. Mr. Man- 
ning has described this variety, (Vol. III., p. 45,) and at that 
time did not consider it a first rate fruit, but subsequently he 
has noted it in his Book of Fruits as "juicy and excellent.*' 

The Winter Crassane is thought to be one of the hardiest 
and most prolific pears known; but it is not of first rate excel- 
lence. But as it keeps well till February, though not very 
juicy or high flavored, it deserves to be planted, especially in 
soils unfavorable to fine sorts. 

The writer, in concluding his notice of the above new pears, 
remarks, "that, as the period of ripening the Flemish, and new 
pears in general, vary so much in diflerent sorts, situations and 
seasons, it will be interesting to hear from different correspond- 
ents their opinions, always stating the soil and the situations of 
their trees." The trees on which his fruit grew are in a 
sandy loam, and the subsoil is a sileceous sand. 
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The suggestion of the writer is a good one, and we would 
recommend his remarks to our correspondents, and all cultiva- 
tors of new varieties of pears, and indeed of all kinds of fruits, 
— plums, apples, &c. &c. The importance of contributing 
such information, must be apparent to all: it would lead to the 
most useful results, and have a beneficial influence in the intro- 
duction of suitHble varieties upon proper spils. 

There is, without doubt, a manifest difference in the habits 
and character of different varieties of pears, some growing and 
producing well in moist soils, with a wet sub-soil, while others 
would scarcely subsist in the same situation: some varieties will 
grow freely, and bear well in a light loam, with a dry subsoil, 
while, in a soil directly the reverse, the growth would be 
stunted, and the fruit worthless. We would also advise the 

f)ropriety of naming the stocky whether quince or free — ^and 
ikewise the habit of the trees, whether standards or half 
standards, or dwarfs — whether trained to an espalier or a 
wall. Such information would not fail to give to the grower 
of fruits-, who is desirous of adding new sorts to his collec- 
tion, a better knowledge of their real merit, than can be obtain- 
ed from all the mere descriptions which have ever been written. 
We throw out these hints, that our readers may reflect upon 
them, and we shall be happy if they are approved of and com- 
plied with through our pages. Our only object is to collect 
information which will diminish the risk of adding new varie- 
ties of pears to our gardens; and the less the number of ob- 
stacles in the way of this, the more rapidly will they be dis- 
seminated. 

In our next, we shall offer some remarks on a variety of 
plums and other fruits. 



Art. III. On Flower Beds. By M. A. W. 

The laying out of a flower knot, or system of beds in a 
flower garden, is one of the first feats in which the young gar- 
dener undertakes to show off his abilities; and being one which 
affords the most ample scope for the play of fancy, is there- 
fore, perhaps, the one in which he is most likely to manifest the 
display of a bad taste. Even where the design is of the most 
happy conception, and the plotting beautiful upon paper, the 
difficulty of defining and preserving accurately the outline ojf the 
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figure, when practically applied, will often quite destroy the an- 
ticipated pleasing effect. Edgeboards of wood, so thin as to 
be easily bent to the required form, are commonly the first ma- 
terial employed. These are soon warped oat of shape, or 
quickly rot, and impart a deleterious principle to the soil in 
contact with them; and a very common fault is to have them 
too wide, so that the plants in the beds suffer from drought, 
while the paths between them resemble gutters more than 
walks for pleasure. 

Bricks, or tiles moulded expressly for the purpose, are next 
resorted to, and if sunk so that the earth in the beds shall not 
be more than from one to two inches above the level of the 
paths, they serve pretty well for some time. But so soon as 
they begin to crumble from the influence of frost, or are cov- 
ered with green mould or moss, as they soon will be in moist 
or shady, exposures, they become offensive to the eye, though 
not, like the first, injurious to the soil. A living margin, 
therefore, becomes the next and last expedient; and indeed it 
may be regarded as one of the last steps in the march of horti- 
cultural refinement. To adapt such a line of vegetation to the 
size and form of the bed, and make it harmonize in every point 
of reference with the group of plants within, requires a cuhi- 
vated delicacy of perception, a sound judgment, and an accu- 
rate knowledge of all the principles of natural and gardenesque 
beauty, as well as of the characters of the plants or materials 
which are necessary, with a due arrangement, to produce it. 

It is prcfbably as difficult to fix upon the most suitable plant 
for the edging of a flower bed, as it is to determine the best 
shrub for a hedge around fields. For the borders of main ave- 
nues, or broad walks in grounds of considerable extent, box, 
as recommended, Vol. V., p. 350, is undoubtedly the best; but 
for small parterres, or the flower beds in a front door yard, it 
seems much less suitable. They can coinmonly be taken in 
at one glance of the eye, and, notwithstanding all that has been 
said of the artificial or geometric style, it is the proper one for 
such places; for symmetry, or a perfect balance of. corres- 
ponding parts, greatly strengthens the impression of such a 
scene, taken as a whole, or single mass of objects. The beds, 
therefore, will not only be small, but when there is the proper 
variety in the form of them, some, at least, must have quite 
acute angles. Box, if thrifty, (and, sickly, It would be an eye- 
sore any where,) soon takes up too much space in breadth; it 
becomes a harbor for slugs and other noxious vermin; and its 
numerous, greedy, fibrous roots so^xhaust the soil, that no bul- 
bous or other flowering plants, which are the primary objects 
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» such situations, can flourish within a considerable distance. 
To be kept within the proper dimensions, both as to height 
«nd breadth, it requires frequent clipping, and for some time 
dier that operation it presents a raw, stiiT and unpleasant as- 
pect; though, to be sure, after the new growth has concealed 
the out extremities, it will present a most charming line of ver- 
dure. Box is^ moreover, apt to be winter killed at the north, 
and summer killed at the south; and it will also not unfrequent- 
ly die off in some places without any obvious cause, leaving 
unsightly gaps, which it is impossible, or requires a long time, 
perfectly to fill. 

Dw^rf iris, hyssop, some species of phlox, stone crop, and 
even a few kinds of grass, are, for a time, exceedingly pretty; 
but they soon spread too much laterally, while, from pressure 
or old age, or exhaustion of the soil, they die away in the mid- 
dle of the line. Certain sorts of bulbous roots, such as the 
crocus, jonquil, and other Narcissi, hyacinths and the like, with 
iheJr brilliant flowers and lively foliage, leave nothing further 
to be desired, while they last; which is but for a brief space in 
the spring, and we can only supply their place by a row of 
some annual, such as Chinese pinks, sweet aiyssum, candytuft, 
&c., which, in their turn, must give way to China asters. 
And, upon the whole, perhaps no single plant whatever can 
fulfil all tlie requisite conditions, viz., a narrow and low line of 
perpetual green, diversified with flowers, to delight us with the 
contrast of their colors or the deliciousness of their perfume. 
A new charm would be added, if we could procure a succes- 
sive variety of these; for what is likely to meet the eye several 
times every day, for months together, will soon lose its effects 
from monotony. We must, therefore, have recourse to a 
combination of several kinds, which will vegetate and flower in 
succession, without interfering with each other, upon the same 
ground. 

A few years ago, I commenced the trial of a plan, which 
has succeeded so well thus far, that I now recommend it to the 
attention of others, especially to those of the middle and south- 
ern states; while an analogous course with more hardy plants 
may succeed better at the north, though I think, with the pro- 
tection of a bed of leaves, the same would withstand the winter 
in the vicinity of Boston. I planted in the same line, and so 
close as almost to touch each other, one bulb of each repeat- 
edly, three kinds of Amarylliddcea, of nearly the same habit, 
and which multiply by offsets so fast, that they can be easily 
obtained in suflicient quantity, viz., Zephyr&nthes •itamdscoy 
Z. rdsea, and Sternbergta liiiea. Early the next spring*'^my 
row of atamasco flowers, of the most brilliant white changing 
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to pink, was the admiration of every passer-by. They con- 
tinued to push forth for several weeks, and, for a considerable 
time after their leaves formed as fine a margin of green as one 
could wish to see. These leaves had scarcely begun to die 
away, when the flowers of the rdsea began to appear, and 
kept flowering nearly ail summer. The leaves lasted till late 
in the fall, when the crocus-like golden flowers of the Stern- 
b6rgia took their flace, and had a doubly cheerful eflfect from 
all the adjacent vegetation having fallen into ^' the sere and 
yellow leaf." These flowers, it is true, were more transient 
than the others, continuing perhaps for eight or ten days, but 
they were immediately followed by their peculiarly rich green 
leaves, which preserved the border fresh and perfect, till the 
atamasco appeared again. The second year the edging was 
very much more beautiful, from the flowering bulbs having in- 
creased three fold. How long they can be permitted to remain 
without being dug up and reset, I know not yet, probably 
from three to five or six years; but if it were required to be 
done every year, it would be well worth the trouble. At any 
rate, I know of no better way of obtaining the combined grand 
desiderata in an edging for flower beds, viz., humble growth, 
perpetual greenth^* and variety in the color of a succession of 
flowers. I only regret that I cannot say much about their 
perfume. M. A. W, 

^thensy Ga., Dec. 1839. 



Art. IV. Observations on the Camellia^ and Us varieties^ 
toUh some account of Us introduction into Great Britian and 
this country. By M. P. Wilder. 

{Continued from Vol. IV., p. 101.) 

I RESUME the article on the Camellia and its varieties, (see 
Vol. IV., p. 101 .) The great increase of new sorts by hybri- 
dization, with some importations from China, have so multipli- 
ed the tribe, that were I to describe the habit, foliage and 
^ower, of each kind, I fear I should attempt more than my 
leisure would permit, and that I should occupy more space in 
the columns of your Magazine than you could devote to any 
one subject. 

* I use this Tery coDTeoient word on the anihority of Horace Welpole'f Letten* 
where it occura moro than oooe. 
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The love for the camellia has become universal. Some of 
the most distinguished horticulturists of the day have aban- 
doned the cultivation of all other plants, and given themselves 
exclusively to the care of this lovely genus; and what plant is 
there, that so well repays the labor and cultivation that may be 
lavished upon it? 

Elegant colored drawings, true to nature, have, from time 
to time, appeared from the hands of U^e artist, and treatises 
from the pens of the most experienced amateurs and cultivators 
of Europe. These give, not only particular directions for the 
treatment of the camellia, in all its stages of growth, to its pro- 
pagation, fertilization, and maturation of the seed, but also 
minute descriptions of each individual variety, origin, &c. 

Among the latest publications are the Monography and 
Iconography of the Genu.^ Camellia, by the Abb6 Berl6se, 
Paris. This eminent and worthy horticulturist has devoted 
more than twenty years of his life to the observation and nur- 
turing of the camellia, and has thus communicated to the pub- 
lic his valuable experience. To these works, and those to 
which I have alluded heretofore, I refer all the lovers of this 
superb plant, confining myself, principally, to a description of 
the flower of such varieties as I shall notice, and to the origin 
of the plant where known. 

78. Camellia jap6nica var. Aitdnia. Chand. ^ BootVs^ III. 

Syn. Jlmpliesima, Abbe Berl6se Monog. 
A very large, and broadly expanded, single, rose-colored 
flower, five inches in diameter. This variety produces seed 
readily, and from it some good sub-varieties have been raised. 

79. Camellia j. var. Wiltdnt. Chandler fy Boothh III. 

Syn. Lady Wilton^s Camellia.* 

Fasiculdris, French Catalogues. 
A small, neat, variegated double camellia, from two to two 
and a half inches in diameter, of the color of the double striped, 
and resembling it in miniature. It is a free flowerer, and of 
compact habit of growth. 

80. CamelKaj. var. F6rdti. Paxton^s Mag. Bot. 

This camellia is of exquisite formation and of unrivalled per- 
fection; the size of the flower is three and a half inches; the 
color a brilliant rose; all the petals being arranged with the ut- 
most regularity throughout. The origin of this variety has al- 
ready been noticed. Vol. I., p. 116. 

81. Cam611ta j. var. Lindbria. Jr. and Eng. Cat. 
Flower above medium size, double but not full; petals long 

and broad, of good form; color cherry red, with stripes and 
spots of white. This is frequently very beautiful. 
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82. Camellia j. var. spofibrthi^na. VMhi Berlise Monog. 

Syn. Spofforth striped. French and English Cat. 
Flower clear white, with some stripes of rose; very larga 
and full, of the form of ancmonefldra &lba, but moch better. 
Raised by the Rev. Mr. Herbert, Spofforth, Eng., from the 
single white, by Pompone. 

83. Camellia j. var. spofforthiina r6sea. Eng. Cat. 

This was also raised by Mr. Herbert, a id said by him to be 
of the form and color of paeony flowered, but superior to both. 

84. Camellia j. var. Tamponedna, L' Abbi Berlise Monog. 
Flower of medium size, double, petals somewhat irregularly 

arranged, but of good form; color, cherry red, and spotted with 
while. 

85. Camellia j. var. Chandler's elegans. Fr. Cat^ 

86. Camellia j. var. Roulini. Fr. Cat. 

87. Camellia j. var. pulch6rrima. jFV. Cat. 

See No. 18, Camellio j. var. elegans Chandler^ (Vol, II., 
p. 94.) Nos. 85, 86, and 87 are synonymous with that va- 
riety. A letter from a correspondent, in Germany, speaks of 
the elegans as the ^'always splendid Elegans," a reputation 
which it fully deserves. No variety can scarcely excel it. 

88. Cam6llta j. var. L^ndretht. •Smeriean Catalogues. 

Mr. Landreth^s Camellia. 

This camellia was produced from seed, many years since^ 
by the Messrs. Landreth, of Philadelphia, and for a while 
called C. Jacksdnta, and I have noticed in a list of new ca- 
mellias recently published in Harrison's PloricuUural Cabinet^ 
a variety under the latter cognomen, the description of vfhick 
corresponds to that of C. Landretht. 

The flower is of medium size, perfectly round and full, of a 
very delicate rose color, all the petals being arranged in (he 
most admirable manner. Nothing can exceed the regularity 
and perfection of this lovely variety, a symmetrical beauty. It 
is figured in a floricultural work published by Messrs. Landreth, 
some time since, but the plate does not do justice to the va- 
riety. 

89. Cam611ia j. var. amdbile (Stnith's.) j9m. Cat. 

This variety was raised by that distinguished amateur, J. B. 
Smith, Esq., of Philadelphia. This gentlemau has had great 
success in producing new varieties from seed, and is constantly 
adding great novelties to the tribe. The flower is of the most 
perfect formation, all the petals being imbricated with great 
regularity in the shell form. The color is a deep rose, with a 
lighter shade towards the centre. 
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90. Camellia j. var. E'stherit. Jim. Cat. 

This is also a seedling of Mr. Smith's, and he considers 
it one of his best productions. The flower is quite large, five 
inches in diameter, full and round, somewhat after the form of 
C. punctata. The color is a pale blush, nearly white, with 
stripes and spots of rose. A very desirable sort. 

91. Camellia j. var. Prdttit. •flm. Cat. 

A Philadelphia seedling, by R. Buist. This is a camellia 
of great merit, and has already found its way to Europe. It 
is of the most beautiful formation, the petals gracefully imbri- 
cated, and most of them marked with a shade or stripe of white 
down the centre. It should be in every collection. Named 
in honor of the late Mr. Pratt, of Lemon Hill, near Phila- 
delphia. 

92. Camellia j. var. Sherw6odn. 

This is also a new variety, obtained from seed by Mr. Sher- 
wood, of Laurel Hill, Philadelphia, The flower is three and 
a half inches in diameter; round, perfectly regular in its forma- 
tion; the petals very numerous, and all laid over each other to 
the very centre, after the manner of the old double white. 
The color is a dark rose or crimson. This is the first seedling 
Mr. S. has given a name, and it is truly a valuable sort. 

93. Camellia j. novaborac6ncis, or New York. Floy*sCat. 
A seedling of Mr. Floy's, of New York, which made its 

debut about the same time with that giant of the genus, C. var. 
F16yu. It is a variety of undoubted merit; the flower is bell 
shape, very large, five inches in diameter, of a beautiful orange 
red color; the petals are long and broad, those of the centra 
frequently marked with faint stripes of white; some stamens. 
This camellia is worthy of a place in the most choice collec- 
tion. It is to be regretted that Mr. Floy's attachment to his 
seedlings has prevented a more general dissemination of them. 

94. Camellia j. var. Donckela^rt. Edward* s Bot. R^^tr. 

Mr. Donckelaer^s Camellia. 
Of all the camellias that have recently come to our notice, 
this, in my estimation, is the most magnificent. It is a true 
Chinese variety, brought out with several other fine sorts, by 
Dr. Van Siebold, to Germany. The flower is four inches in 
diameter, not quite full, but of a most beautiful form. The 
color is a bright crimson, almost scarlet, and superbly macu- 
lated with white. No collection can be complete without it. 

95. Camellia j. var. pictur^ta. VAbH Btrlist Monog. 

A much esteemed variety, somewhat of the character of 

TOL. VI. — IfO. II. 8 
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Press's eclipse, but larger and better. The flower is above 
medium size, full and round; color clear white, with stripes of 
rose. 

96. Camellia j. var. delicatissima. Mbi Berlese Monog. 
The form, color, and size of this flower is much like the 

last named variety, but not so frequently spotted with rose, and 
sometimes scarcely at all. It is of equal merit. 

97. Camellia j. var. imperiiilis. Fr. Cat. 

98. Camellia j. var. adonidea. Fr. Cat. 

99. Camellia j. var. regina gallicirum. Fr. Cat. 

100. Camellia j. var. Preston eclipse. Fr. Cat. 

The four last named, Nos. 97 to 100 inclusive, are all syno- 
nymes, with C. j. var. eclipsis, already described under No. 
26, (Vol. II., p. 95.) These names have been given to this 
variety by the French nurserymen. 

101. Cam6Ilia j. var. nobilissima. Mbi Berlise Monog. 
Flower of the purest white, three to three and a half inches 

in diameter, of the Pompone form, but much more regular and 
beautiful. A fine new sort. 

10^. Caro^llta j. var. candidissima. * Ahhi Berlise, Monog. 
A Chinese variety, of medium size, not so large as the C. 
&lba pl^na, but of the same color and form. The petals are 
equally as numerous, and as perfectly well imbricated and ar- 
ranged. It is figured in Smith's FhrisVs Cabinet. 

103. Camellia j. var. triumphans. Abbi Berlise Monog. 
Flower large and full, of a fine blush color, shaded with del- 
icate rose; of good form, with the petals imbricated and well 
arranged. From my own experience I am inclined to think it 
will be a variety, the flowers of which will not open very 
freely. 

104. Camellia j. var. imbric^ta 41ba. J&bi Berlise Monog. 

White imbricated Camellia. 
This camellia is one of the modern English hybrids, and is 
a good acquisition. The flower is double and full, spherical 
in form, and of free inflorescence; the size is about three and 
a half inches in diameter; the color white, with distinct, and, 
sometimes, broad stripes of rose. This variety is now in bloom 
in the collection of J. W. Boot, Esq., Boston. 

105. CamelKa j. var. Chandleri striita. Fr, Cat. 

This variety, as well as the C. j. var. Sweetii of the French 
Catalogues^ noticed under No. 64, (Vol. III., p. 99,) is no 
other than the C. var. Chdndleri. ^ p w,» «-• 

Hawthorn Grove^ Dorchester ^ Jan. 1840. 
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REVIEWS. 

Art. I. Mdress of the Hon. Judge Buel. Delivered before 
the Agricultural and Horticultural Societies of JV*et0 Haven 
Co. J Sept. 25, 1839. Pamphlet, 8vo. pp. 36. New 
Haven, 1839. 

In our last number we briefly noticed the last work of Judge 
Buel, the Farmer^ $ Companion. Appended to that volume 
was the Address at the head of this article; but as we had not 
room to speak of it so fully as we desired, we made no men- 
tion of it, intending to refer it to another time. 

The author has, during the last four or five years, delivered 
several agriculiural addresses before various societies in New 
York, New Jersey and Massachusetts, each of which have 
been interesting productions. The present Address, howev- 
er, is of greater value than any other which he has ever writ- 
ten. It is, indeed, the best, as it probably was the last, effort 
of his pen, and it was most deservedly added to the practical 
Essay, which, we have already remarked, was the most valua- 
ble book that could adorn the library of the farmer. 

It was during a tour to New Haven, to deliver this Address, 
undertaken with the sole hope of benefitting the agriculture of 
Connecticut, that the amented author was seized with illness, 
which terminated so fatally. Unable to perform the duties 
which he had intended, the Address, by the permission of the 
author, was read to the numerous assemblage, by one of the 
committee of the New Haven Agricultural Society. His 
illness was not then serious; but before a week had passed 
away, he, who set out from home, with high hopes of render- 
ing an important service to the noble profession for whose 
welfare he so industriously labored, — of benefitting, so far as 
lay in his power, the interest of the American husbandman,—- 
and of improving the social and moral condition of society, 
— was called from his labors, and numbered among the dead. 

The Address was delivered before the members of the Ag- 
ricultural and Horticultural Societies united, and both agricul-^ 
ture and horticulture receive a due share of attention. The 
whole is so interesting, that we scarcely know what portions 
to extract, but, as we cannot exceed the bounds of a review, 
we shall confine our selections to a few of the most valuable 
paragraphs. 



Digitized by 



Google 



60 Address of ths Hon. Judge Bwl 

The author commences by alluding to the utility and impor- 
tance of agricultural and horticultural celebrations, and notices 
several societies whose efforts have been crowned with com- 
plete success by the means of their annual exhibitions. They 
tend to awaken and create a new interest — ^they excite many 
to renewed industry, who, fancying that they had arrived at a 
high degree of perfection, discover that there are others who 
excel, and, by bringing together annually the cultivators of the 
soil, they are the means of diffusing a vast deal of useful and 
valuable information, which cannot be obtained from any other 
source. When properly conducted, great benefits to society 
will be the result. The author justly remarks: — 

With regard to the utility of agricultural and horticultural societies, 
much will depend upon the objects which bring together their mem- 
bers. If the^r associate for selfish purposes, merely to monopolize the 
spoils, and withdraw whenever they are disappointed m their sinister 
hopes, jealousies and apathy will ensue, and the association will fall, 
as many under like circumstances have fallen, without public loss or 
public regret. But if the association is formed for mutual improve- 
ment, and in the benevolent and patriotic desire to do a public good— to 
stimulate and reward industry and enterprise, however humble their 
condition^-^and strives, by concentrated and persevering efforts, toi m- 
prove the condition of a district, of a county, or a state, — then will it 
inspire public confidence, obtain public support, and become a public 
blessing. 

To show what has been the result of hearty co-operation, 
the following example is quoted: — 

The Highland Society of Scotland affords another illustrious ex- 
ample of the utility of agricultural associations, when conducted ivith 
a view to public improvement. This society was organized in 1784, 
but so few were its members, and so limited its means, that it attract- 
ed but little public notice, nor effected any great improvement in hus- 
bandry, till the commencement of the nineteenth century. Yet it had 
sown the good seed which never fails, under proper management, to 
yield to the husbandman a bountiful harvest. Nor did it fail in this 
case. The society now numbers twenty two hundred members, em- 
bracing most of the opulent and influential men of the country, of all 
professions, and distributes annually, in prizes, about seventeen thou- 
sand dollars. In no country or district has agriculture made more 
rapid strides in improvement, than it has in Scotland, since the or- 
ganization of this society; and although it may dot have been the 
only, it most assuredly has been a principal cause, of this wonderful 
and salutary change. Up to 1793, the agriculture of Scotland, to 
adopt the language of the Edinburgh Quarterly Journal of Agricul- 
ture, was "wretched — execrably bad, in all its localities ! Hardly any 
wheat was attempted to be grown; oats full of thistles was the stand- 
ard crop, and this was repeated on the greater part of the arable 
land, while it would produce twice the seed thrown into it; turnips, 
as part of the rotation of crops, was unknown, few potatoes were 
raised, and no grass seeds or clover were sown. A great part of the 
summer was employed, in the now fertile shire of Fife, in palling 
thistles out of the oats, and bringing them home for the horses, or 
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mowing the rushes, or other aquatic plants, that grew on the bogs, 
around the homestead." But a change soon came over the land. 
The seed which had been sown by the Highland Society had germi- 
nated, and its luxuriant foilage already covered the soil. In 1815, ac- 
cording to the authority I am quotmg — "beautiful fields of wheat 
were to be seen,— drilled green crops every where abounded, — the 
bogs had disappeared, — the thistles no longer existed," — naked fal- 
lows were abolished, draining was extensively introduced; wet lands 
were made dry: poor weeping clays were converted into turnip 
soils; and "whole parishes were completely transformed from un- 
sightly msrshes, into beautiful and rien wheat fields; and where the 
plough could scarcely be driven for slush and water, were heavy 
crops per acre, and heavy weight per bushel." The improvements 
in Scotch husbandry have continued to advance, until, according to 
the estimate of Sir John Sinclair, and Professor Lowe, both high au- 
thority, — the acreable products of her soil more than double those 
of our Atlantic States. 

The same astonishing results may be attained by the agri- 
culturists of our own country. With a soil unsurpassed, a cli- 
mate more genial, and a population more industrious, what should 
prevent the same, and even greater, improvements in Amer- 
ican husbandry? Nothing but the dissemination of correct in- 
formation, and the fostering aid of our agricultural societies, is 
wanted to achieve what has never yet been done in the best 
farming districts of Europe, not even excepting the high tilled 
soil of Flanders. Our agriculture, like that of Scotland, is 
"wretched" — ''execrably bad" — but we hope to see a change 
more rapid than that which attended the improvements in 
Scotch husbandry . 

Judge Buel pays a neat compliment to the exertions of the 
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania Horticultural Societies :^ — 

As evidence of the utility of horticultural societies in multiplying 
and improving the products of our gardens, and in promoting rural 
embellishments, I would refer to the neighborhoods of Boston and 
Philadelphia, where societies of this kind have long existed, and to 
the Horticultural Society of London. In the first named cities, and 
their environs, the progress of horticultural improvement has been 
manifestly great. Many new and choice fruits, culinary vegetabl^> 
and ornamental plants, have been introduced, culture has been much 
improved, the markets better supplied, and prices cheapened. 

Horticultural improvement is checked, in a great degree, by 
the ignorance of men, who fancy that there is no need of con- 
sulting books to grow common vegetables. Cultivators of 
small gardens are even more prejudiced than farmers; they are 
content to grope on in ignorance, half tilling the soil, and reap- 
ing inferior products, when a few dollars expended for a useful 
work would save them ten times the amount, both in the quan- 
tity and quality of every thing they cultivate. Nothing is more 
common than the expression with persons possessing small gar- 
dens, when invited to subscribe for a periodical, or purchase a 
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work treating upon gardening, than this: *^What use would such 
information be to tnef Had I several acres ofland, then I should 
esteem it my duty to read more." The smaller the garden, 
the greater is the want of information, in order to procure the 
most from the least space; and as long as cultivators neglect to 
improve their minds, their products will be meagre and infe- 
rior. 

The great obstacles to horticultural improvement, are, ignorance of 
the relative merits of different kinds of fruits and culinary vegetables, 
and of the proper modes of cultivating and preparing them for the 
table. The generality of country gardens exhibit but a scanty as- 
sortment of vegetable productions, and these are but badly cultivated, 
and often of inferior quality. The tendency of horticultural exhibi- 
tions is, to show the good and bad in contrast, or rather to promul- 
gate a knowledge of the better sorts, of their culture and use, to 
excite useful competition, and to demonstrate the utility of garden 
culture, as a source of health, pleasure, and profit. I have had many 
fruits presented to me, which the donors considered of the first quaf- 
ity, but which 1 found, on comparison, to be of secondary or inferior 
grade. The man who has seen or tasted only inferior fruits, may 
well mistake them for good ones. It is as easy to cultivate good 
fruits as bad ones; and no one eats so good fruits as he who cultivates 
them himself. It is as easy to cultivate the vergaleu as it is the choke 
pear; the green s^nge, as the horse plum; and yet the dlfierence be- 
tween them, ill all the qualities which we most esteem, is incompara- 
bly f|[reat. But till we can show our neighbor better fruits, he will 
continue to cultivate, and rest content with his choke pear and horse 
plum. 

The following remarks upon ornamental gardening, and the 
enjoyments to be derived from its practice, are worthy of the 
author's head and heart: — 

With regard to what is termed ornamental gardening, or the culti- 
vation of flowering shrubs and plants, there is an objection, real or 
affected, often made by very many people, on the ground that it yields 
no profit. If the great object or life was to accumulate money, 
without enjoying any of the comforts which it confers, save the grat- 
ification of animal appetite, the objection would be conclusive. But 
we are endowed with other and higher appetites than the mere brute; 
and Providence has every where surrounded us with suitable objects 
for their development, and innocent gratification. And shall we re- 
ject the proffered benefaction so kindly tendered for our benefit, be- 
cause it adds nothing to our pelf? And what is there in the natural 
creation, better calculated to soften down the rough asperities of our 
nature, to awaken kind fbelings towards each other, and excite rev- 
erence and love for the Most High, than a familiar acquaintance with 
the wonders and beauties of His vegetable kingdom.^ Did you ever 
know a misanthrope, or a miser, who was an admirer of flowers ? I 
would not recommend the neglect of more important duties, for the 
culture of a flower garden: yet when there is ability or leisure, and 
these may be found to a greater or less extent in almost every familv, 
a taste for floral beauties should be inculcated in the youn^, not only 
as a source of rational pleasure, but as a salutary precaution against 
bad companions and bad habits. The mind must oe employed, and 
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mnst have recreation. It is better to direct it to the works of the Cre- 
ator, than to the works of man. Lord Bacon has said of the garden, 
"it affords the purest of human pleasures — the greatest refreshment 
to the spirits of man — without which, buildings and palaces are but 
gross handiworks." 

We alluded, while noticing the Farmer^ s Companion, to the 
prevailing desire, among farmers, to bring up their sons in 
some other employment, which they have imagined was more 
respectable, and a quicker road to wealth* The remarks of 
Judge Buel on this subject are too valuable to be passed over:— 

The farmers, I have remarked, share in the errors of the day. Not 
content with the gains which are ever the reward of prudent industry , 
and which mifj^ht be greatly increased by the culture of the mind, — 
nor content with one of the most independent conditions in society, 
hundreds and thousands of them seek other and new employments, 
and some of truly menial character, to get rid of labor, the greatest 
blessing to man, and to raise themselves in the imaginary scale of 
fashionable society. And if they cannot participate themselves in 
this imaginary greatness, and it is seldom any thing more than imagi- 
nary, they are anxious to inflict the evil upon their posterity, — to rear 
their sons to the law, the rail-road to office, — to political power and 
turmoil; to make them merchants, a useful, but greatly overstocked 
business, or to place them in some other genteel employment, which 
shall exempt them from the toils of labor, the salt that best preserves 
from moral corruption. 

Mistaken men I What class in society have within their reach so 
many of the elements of human enjoyments — ^so many facih'ties for 
dispensing beneflts to others — one of the first duties and richest 
pleasures of life — as the independent tillers of the soil ? "The farmer," 
says Franklin, "has no need of popular favor: the success of his 
crops depends only on the blessing or God upon nis honest industry." 
If aiscreetly conducted on the improved principles of husbandry, ag- 
riculture offers the certain means of acquiring wealth, and as rapidly 
as is consistent with the pure enjoyments of life, or with the good or- 
der and prosperous condition of society. Agriculture is the golden 
mean, secure alike from the temptations of mushroom opulence, 
and the craven sycophancy and dependence of poverty. '*Give me 
neither poverty nor riches," was the prayer of the wise man of Scrip- 
ture, "lest," he added, "lest I be full and deny thee, and say who is 
the Lord ? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of mj God 
in vain." 

We have not room to follow the author much farther in his 
excellent remarks. He recommends the establishment of pro- 
fessional schools of agriculture, and predicts that many of those 
who heard the Address will live to see ^^professional schools 
of agriculture established in our land, to see their utility extoll- 
ed, and to be induced to consider them the best nurseries for 
republican virtues, and the surest guarantee for the perpetuity 
of our liberties. They should be established — they will be es- 
tablished — ^and the sooner they are established, the better for 
our country.'* 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 The CuUivatar^i Almanac. 

In conclusion, the author recommends to those "who have 
made up their minds, from necessity or from choice, to till the 
ground, the importance of studying the principles of their busi- 
ness, and with becoming acquainted with the most approved 
and modern practices in husbandry." The means of acquiring 
useful knowledge are abundant and cheap: — 

One of these means, and a valuable one, is proffered him throui^h 
the exhibitions and publications of these societies. Another is the 
perusal of books upon agriculture and rural economy, which should 
form a part of social and rural libraries. And another facility of ac- 
quiring this useful knowledge, is afforded by the agricultural periodi- 
cals of our country, which, besides containing much that is instructive 
in the philosophy of farming, are a record of the best modes of prac- 
tice, and of much that is new and important, in the various depart- 
ments of rural and household labor. A volume of the Cultivator, of 
which I can speak with accuracy, contains about as much matter as 
five or six volumes of the popular novels of the day, and twice as 
much as four numbers of our literary quarterly journals. The price 
of the Cultivator is one dollar per annum. I verily think, that if the 
farmer would divide his patronage between political and agricultural 
journals, he would be a manifest gainer, in his fortune and m his fam- 
ily — would be more happy in his business, and domestic in his habits — 
a better manager, and a more useful citizen. 

We have given our testimony of the great value and impor- 
tance, to the agricultural community, of the Cultivator^ and we 
are happy to see that the author did not refrain, from any 
feeling of delicacy, to recommend it, though it was owing al- 
most wholly to his untiring exertions that its reputation was so 
widely known, and the information which it contained so ea- 
gerly sought after. He did not underrate its usefulness, and 
we, in common with the whole community, regret that his life 
was not spared to carry out the good work which he had so 
zealously begun. 



Art. II. The CuUivator'*s Almanac^ and Cabinet of Agri- 
cultural Knowledge^ for the year 1840. By William 
BucKMiirsTER. 12mo. pp. 124. Boston, 1840. 

Almanacs are so numerous now-a-days, that it is almost 
impossible to make a choice. The old Farmer's Almanac 
has, however, been the most generally sought after by the 
farmers; among the cheap ones perhaps it is the best: but even 
allowing this, besides the mere astronomical calculations, the 
reading matter is mere trash, and scarcely worthy the farmer's 
notice. 
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It will be gratifying, therefore, to the farmer, and even to 
the gardener, to know that in the one named at the head of this 
notice, may be found a variety of useful and valuable informa- 
tion, relating to the tilling oi the soil, and the labors of the 
farm and garden, — each month having its appropriate work 
assigned to it. The articles are mostly oridnal; and as the 
author has, for many years, been a practical farmer, we can 
recommend this little work as well worthy the patronage 
of the agricultural community. The astronomical department 
will be found much more correct and complete than the com- 
mon almanacs: and the calculations are suited to all parts of 
the United States. It is well printed, and will form a neat ap- 
pendage to the farmer's library. 



Art. III. The Miw Genesee Farmer and Oardentr^i Jour* 
nal. In monthly numbers; double quarto form. 16 pages. 
60 cts. per annum. Vol. I., No. 1. Kochester, N. Y., 1840. 

This is the name of a new agricultural journal, recently es- 
tablished at Rochester, N. Y., where the old Genesee Farmer ^ 
which is now consolidated with the Cultivator at Albany, was 
published. It is to be edited by J. J. Thomas, and our 
correspondent, M. B. Bateham, of the Rochester seed store. 
We doubt not, from the industry and zeal of the editors, that 
it will prove a most valuable journal. The following extract 
from the prospectus will best explain the reasons of its publica- 
tion and the objects of the editors: — 

The Genesee Farmer, which for nine years past' has been publish- 
ed in Rochester, to the great benefit of the whole western couDtnr,i8 
now discontinued, and the labors of its publisher are transferred to 
the << Cultivator," at Albany. Regretting the loss of their favorite 
Journal, many of the warmest fViends of Agriculture in this section, 
have adviaed the establishment of a *< New Genesee Farmer*' in 
this place, and have pledged their influence and talents to its support. 
The city of Rochester is the capital of the justly celebrated ^'Genesee 
Country;" it is surrounded by an intelligent agricultural community, 
and a vast territory of unrivalled richness and fertilitv, and is, in eyerv 
respect, a most appropriate location for an Agricultural Periodical. 
The very extensive circulation of the late Monthly Genesee Farmer, 
affords good evidence that such a paper is demanded in this section, 
and that it will be sustained by the liberal and enlightened community 
for whose benefit it is intended. Influenced by these considerations, 
we have concluded to issue a <<New Genesee Farmer," which we 
shall aim to nuike not only the cheapest but the most useful, and the 
VOL. VI. — VO. 11. 9 
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most ezteniively circulated agricultural paper in the country. With 
the advantages we possess, and the talented assistance ensaged, we 
are confident this can be done, provided our friends, and the friends 
of improvement, come forward to our aid, with that praiseworthy 
and successful zeal which many have heretofore manifested. 

Our farmiDg friends, who are seeking for useful information, 
will do well to subscril3e for the JVeto Genesee FartMr. The 
volume commenced Jan. 1st. 



Art. IV. The American Farmer^e Companionj or Cabinet 
of Agricultural Knotoledge. In monthly numbers, 8vo. 
32 pages each. One dollar per annum. Vol. I., No. 1. 
Philadelphia. 1840. 

This is a new work, devoted to agriculture, horticulture, 
and rural and domestic economy, published in Philadelphia. 
The editor states the object of the jParmer'e Companion ^^is 
to combine, for present use and future Reference, all important 
intelligence or information relating to agriculture and its kind-- 
red branches, both original and selected. The editor is assur- 
ed that he will be liberally sustained by an able corps of prac- 
tical correspondents; and he most respectfully invites his old 
friends to aid him, by contributing, from time to time, the re- 
sults of their practical experience in the management of their 
respective farms." 

An excellent work, containing a variety of information upon 
the practice of farming, written by able correspondents. It 
may be classed with the Cultivator and JVei^ Genesee FamuTj 
and, like those journals, should receive the support of all friends 
of agricultural improvement. 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Art. I. General Notices, 

Origin of training trees against walls, — ^The origin of training the 
peach and vine against walls, is thus given by Rogers Schabol. A 
cultivator of Montreuil,haviug by chance thrown the stone of a peach 
against a wall with a south aspect, it grew up and produced fruit, 
which, from the shelter and heat of the wall, were found to be larger, 
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more gueculent, tind of better flavor, than those produced on standard 
trees. This cultivator, seeing that the heat of the wall was favorable 
to the peach, fastened the shoots to it with nails and ties, and found the 
fruit still larrer and better. In what year this cultivator lived is not 
stated; but he is considered as much more likely to be the Unventor 
than Girardot, to whom it is generally attributed. This Girardot lived 
in the time of Louis XIV, when tramtng the peach had already been 
practised at Montreuil sufficiently long to produce young Pepin, who 
was the pupil of his father, already celebrated for training the peach. 
— (JlnMuet d^HarHeuUure^ translated in CktrcL Mag.) 

•An Earthen Water-holder, — A writer in the QardenerU Maga* 
xmBy gives a description of an earthen water-holder, for the purpose 
of watering many kinds of plants, particularly dahlias. It is a common 
plan with some gardeners, to sink a flower pot in the earth, near the 
iMise of the plant requiring much water, in order to facilitate its descent 
to the roots, and to prevent its being wholly absorbed by the surface. 
But conimon flovrer pots are rather unsightly objects, especially in 
borders where it is desirable to have every thuig wear the aspect of 
neatness. To accomplish the main object, however, ol applying the 
water directly to the roots, it is necessary that some otner course 
ehould be mirsued, than that of throwing away the water upon the 
surface. The writer, consequently, had an earthen water-holder 
made, somewhat in the shape of a broad mouthed decanter, at the 
bottom of which was pierced several small holes. This is sunk in 
the soil, at a short distance from the plant, as deep as the neck. 
Water is then poured in, {at any time ot the day,) and it will gradu- 
ally ooze, (the slower the better,) through the small perforations near 
the bottom; thus conveying the water te the very roots of the plant at 
once, without any external evaporation. By this method, a pint of wa- 
ter will go as far as three or four, which is an object where water is not 
convenient. But this is not the sole advantage, for the fibres are not 
drawn upwards, as is the case with surface watering, but follow the 
course or the moisture to the bottom of the holder, and then soon 
become established beyond the influence of external drought. — (Oard, 
Mag.) 

Preservatum of Kitchen Oarden Vegetahlee through the winter,^^ 
The means generally used for preserving cabbages, and other similar 
plants, through the winter, are generally very unsatisfactory, and fail 
to accomplish the object desired. Our winters are so long, that plants 
are generally exhausted before the season is half over. It would be 
a great bepefit to all cultivators, if some surer nMthod could be found 
outj by which their excellence could be preserved for a greater length 
of time. The following svstem has been tried, and is stated to an- 
swer the purpose fullyi — ^W hen the plants are growing over luxuriant 
in autumn, pull them up and expose their roots to the vicissitudes of 
the weather for a day or two; afcerwards re-plant them in their for- 
mer places, and if the weather is very mild, late in the season, the 
operation majf be repeated for a second, and, perhaps, in some cases, 
oven a third time. This practice stagnates the growth of the plant, 
hardens it, and invariably enables it better to withstand the severity 
of the following winter. Vegetables have survived severe winters in 
this manner, while those in adjoining gardens have nearlv &11 perish- 
ed. We would recommend the trial of this method. (Brit.^Farm, 
Mag.) 

Choiee of Seed Wheat.— The following facts show that the seeds 
of the cereal grasses may be plump, solid, weighty, and abundantly 
farinaceous, and yet defective. A respectable and mtelligent farmer. 
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seven miles sooth-west of Edinburgfh, st tn ^titude of about sereB 
hundred feet, soit and locality dry, mforins us that his oats were well 
filled, but not cut, before the frost set in last autumn; were ultimate- 
ly well cured, and produced a fair sample, weighing seventeen stones, 
and aAer paving mill dues, left fourteen and a half pecks of meal. Five 
weeks ago he put twenty-four grains, the growth of two dtfierent 
fields, into two separate pots, and placed them in a favorable situ- 
ation for germinating. The result was, that one of the pots 
brairded five out of twelve grains, the other seven, which is ex- 
actly one half of the grains sown. Previousljr to this trial, the 
gentleman intended sowing part of his farm with iu own growth, 
which is his usual practice, but has now purchased all his seed oats 
from a more favorable climate. (SeotMnan^ ^iprUy 1839.) [A cor- 
respondent has furnished us with some good remarks on the choiee of 
seeds, pftrticularly of wheat, &c., which are deserving of attention; 
they will appear m our next number.— JS<2.] 

TaUUBjar general botameal pwrposes in the open garden, — For 
these purposes, none, in my opmion, both for appearance and dura- 
bility, surpass moderately sized oak tallies, with a bevelled surface 
for the name, which, when well painted, will remain distinctly legible 
for four or five years, when thev may be t aken up, cleaned, repaint- 
ed, and relettered, and they will theU appear nearly as good as when 
they were new. The usual color of these tallies is white, lettered in 
black; but for naming pinetums, or single trees on lawns, a grass 
green, lettered in white, is far preferable. Tallies of this kind, made 
of three quarters inch oak, ten mches high, and three and a half inch- 
es wide, nave been found to last upwards of twenty years. This 
is rather an expensive tally in the first instance, but, when a garden 
is once supplied with them, the annual outlay to keep up the stock is 
trifling. Makin|^, painting, and lettering of this kind amount to about 
seven pence, (thirteen cents,^ each tally. 

The next most recommendable kind is of yellow deal, made of half 
inch wood, one foot in length, and two in width, rounded on the top, 
and painted at t^e bottom. Tallies of this kind are not so durable, 
on the whole, as oak; but, if they are kept upright in the ground, one 
lettering is found to remain legible as long as the wood lasts. In a 
damp situation (a lx>rder appropriated to sedges and ferns in the Ox- 
ford garden,) tallies which have been letter^ nine or ten years, are 
now distinctly legible, though their lower ends are much decayed. 
The cost of this tally is about four pence (six cents) each. {Gard. 
Jlftfjr.y vol. XV., p. 458.) 

2%« Character of Soile in relation to Vegetable Cu/f«r«.— When a 
cultivator devotes himself to the iiiveatigBtion of a soil, it is a matter 
of indif&rence to him whether it is composed of alumina and silica, 
or whether these subfitances are in a state of quartz or feldspar, or 
that by their aggregation they form the debris of granite, or, nnally, 
that they belong to primitive, transition, or alluvial formations: what 
he requires is, to know what kind of plants the soil will produce with 
the greatest advantage, the trouble it will require to put it in a state 
of culture, the manuring it will need, the quantify of this manure it 
will yield to the plant, and the portion it will retain in its own sub- 
stance; these are its agricultural characters, those which adapt it to 
the objects of agronomy, and which shed light on his researches. 

What we have already said of the composition and properties of 
soils demonstrates that certain of their scientific elemenu have a 
relation to the properties which are inquired after by cultivators. 
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Thus, M to the nature of tlie crope wfaioh may be expected fVom dif- 
ferent aoilsy those which contain carbonates of lime and magnesia are 
eminently qualified to produce wheats and leguminous crops; the 
siliceous clay lands are the soils peculiarly adapted to forests; the 
siliceous are proper for plants which vegetate in winter, as rye, &c.: 
mould fsTors the vegetation of those potherbs which are cultivatea 
for the stems, leaves, &c. As regards the facility or difficulty of 
working soils, those that are siliceous are easily dressed, as well as 
those which have an organic origin; whilst calcareous and clayey 
present great differences in this respect, according to the diversity of 
iheir composition. FinaUy, sandy and calcareous soils require fre* 
luent manuring, and this addition they decompose to the immediate 
^irofit of the plants; whilst clayey ones retain the manure, may have 
.he process of manuring postponed to greater intervals, and receive 
It the same time a larger quantity of manure. Di)uvian soils admit 
of improvement with gypsum, and siliceous clavs with marl: whilst 
land rich in organic matters recjuires the duug of animals to facilitate 
and promote the decomposition of the mould. {Jam, Jour,, vol. 
zzvii., p. 89., for July, 1839.) 



Aet. II. Foretgn Notices, 
ENGLAND. 



' Magn^jfieent Comervaiory at Chatsworth^ the teat of the Duke of 
Devonshire. — One of the most magnificent structures in England has 
been lately erected by the Duke of Devonshire, at his beautiful resi- 
dence at Chatsworth. It consists of a large tropical conservatory. 
In general design, it may be compared to a cathedral, with central 
aisle and side aisles. The entrances will be at the ends, through 
porches, which will be treated as green-houses. When the whole is 
completed, it will cover an acre and a quarter of ground. There will 
be a carriage way through it, which will form part of a general 
drive through the pleasure grounds. It will be heated by six fires, all 
of which, and the means of access to them, the places for fuel, &c., 
will be under ground, and the chimneys carried in a tunnel, up the 
side of a hill, to the distance of nearly a furlong, so that there will 
Dot be the slightest aopearance of artificial heatinjr, or smoke, or 
sheds, &c., either witnm the house, or exterior to it. I'he conser- 
vatonr is situated in an open part of a lofty wood, in neatly the cen- 
tre of the pleasure-grounds, and is unquestionably the largest struc- 
ture of the kind in existence, or on record. The whole is under the 
direction of Mr. Paxton, by whom it was desiened. It was, probably, 
nearly or (juite finished the past fall, (Gara. Mag.) 

A weeping Larch. — A new variety of larch, with pendulous branch- 
es, has been latelv brought into notice. It was discovered some time 
ago, in a seed bed, trailing along the ground : it was transplanted to 
an open space, in order to give free scope for the habit of the plant. 
For eight years, since it was first observed, it has retained its pros- 
trate habit, and many gardeners and nurserymen, who saw it, pro- 
noonced it a valuable acquisition. The possessor of it commenced 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



70 Domutic JVbftcet. 

graAing it extensively, on the common larch, and now has a number 
of trees, which he offers for sale at two guineas each. It must he a 
iine addition to the tribe of evergreen trees, and a desirable plant for 
small gardens. It is proposed that it should be termed the Lkr'ix 
communis p^ndula Gods611u, after the name of the grower, Mr. 
Godsall, nurseryman. (Gard. Mag,, vol. zv., p. 459.) 

Great product of the Marie Louise pear. — Henry Grace, Es<i., of 
St. John^s Wood, states that he gathered from five small trees, in the 
autumn of 1838, two thousand two hundred fruit, and he supposed 
that three hundred had fallen off. He attributed the productiveness 
t>f the trees, and the fineness of the fruit, to the fact of the roots of 
the trees having been covered with dung, and duly watered from Ju- 
ly to the end of the season. — (/<^.) 

FRANCE. 

Setni-annual bloominx of the Gladiolus natalinsis. — ▲ writer in the 
August number of the Jinnales d^HorticiUlure o£ Frtis, M. Boussi^re, 
Ftates that he has succeeded in flowering the Gladiolus natalinsis in 
the following manner: — The bulb was planted in the autumn of 1838, 
and placed in a common green-house, where it passed the winter of 
1838 and ld39. It there flowered, in the month of February, and the 
bulb was taken out of the earth in March. It was almost immediate- 
ly planted in the open air, as M. Boussi^re was persuaded that the 
bulb required the whole of the summer to gain refreshment and nour- 
ishment for flowering in 1S40; but the bulb commenced a vigorous 
and rapid growth, and, to his astonishment, came into bloom in the 
early part of August last. It produced two stroug spikes of floii^ers. 
^-(Annales d* Horticulture de jPan>, vol. zxv.. p. 91.) 

[If the flowering of this species, the second time, was not a mere 
matter of chance, but may be repeated again, it will give it an addi- 
lional claim to the amateur's care. In the open border, in August 
and September, no bulb can be more showy, if it will flower in Feb- 
ruary, in the green-house, it will be a most desirable ornament at 
that season. — Ed,] 

Forcing the ChrysdrUhemum i/jrficam.— On the 8th of May, and 
the 24th of July last, M. Cochet exhibited, at the meeting of the 
Paris Horticultural Society, specimens of the Chinese chrysanthe-. 
mum, in full bloom. All attempts to force the chrysanthemum in- 
to bloom have heretofore failed, and it is by some extraordinary pro- 
cess that he is enabled to bloom them m the spring and summer. 
M. Cochet retains the secret of his method, but it is hoped that he 
will communicate it to the society, for publication. — (^Afinales d^Hor- 
ticultwe de Farts, vol. zxv., p. 90.) 



Art. III. Domestic Notices, 



Heating a Chreen-house with hot air and hot water combined, — Aided 
by your explanations of the various methods of heatinj^ green-houses 
with hot water, I have fitted my heating apparatus up m a sort of her- 
maphrodite style, (if I may use that expression.) My family room 
is on the west side of the house, and my kitchen to the north of the 
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green-house. I have east-iron jambs and backs in the fire-places, in 
the room and kitchen, with air chambers around the jambs; the heat- 
ed air passes from these chambers into the ^reen-house at each end. 
I have a boiler fixed in the back of my kitchen and above the air 
chamber; it is three feet long, two feet high, and nine inches wide; 
the pipes pass from the boiler, to the distance of twelve feet, where 
they are turned at a right angle, and run along lengthwise of the 
house eleven feet to the reservoir, which is a fifteen gallon iron bouad 
cask, well painted. The upper pipe is fitted with an air pipe, of one 
inch diameter and six inches in height, placed nearly in the centre, to 
prevent the air from operating as a retarder to the motion of the wa- 
ter. The lower pipe is level, but the upper one enters the reservoir 
about one and a quarter inches higher than its entrance to the boiler: 
the operation is beautiful; a constant current can be perceived, run- 
ning from the upper pipe into the reservoir, which must, consequent;- 
ly, pass out the lower pipe into the boiler, which is hermetically seal- 
ed. There does not appear to be a ffreat pressure on the lower pipe> 
and so little on the upper one, that Istopped a small leak with white 
lead. 

I am confident that a small green-house could be heated comforta- 
bly in this wav without any extra fuel, except what will be required 
to build a small fire (in severe weather,) when the family retire for 
the night. I am of opinion that the moist heat from the pipes and re- 
servoir, and the dry air from the jambs, make a very healthy atmos- 
phere for the plants, (from their appearance,) the one counteracting 
the efifects of the other: those that require a dry atmosphere can be 
placed at each end, near the aperture, where the hot air is admitted; 
and such as delight in a more humid situation, may occupy a place 
in the centre in the house, in the vicinity of the reservoir. 

The upper and lower pipes are only three inches in diameter, with 
an air pipe in the centre, as before stated, an inch in diameter, fixed 
six inches from the angle in the upper pipe; it is six inches long, but 
it need not have been but two incnes. [We do not think there is any 
necessity for it. — Ed.] The pipes are only nailed to the reservoir 
with threepenny nails, and so little is the pressure that they do not 
leak a particle. I have a cock in the reservoir, and I can draw off 
what water I wish, and fill up with fresh from the well. Should you 
think these few hints may be of any service to your readers, you may 
use them. I am much pleased with the system, and recommend it as an 
economical plan for a small house. — ft., ColumbxiSy Ohio, Jan., 1840. 
Gardening in Zanewille, Ohio. — A correspondent writes us from 
this city, that he is erecting a small green-house, to be attached to his 
dwelling. It is to be about thirty feet long by sixteen wide. We 
are glad to notice such improvements in the West; and we shall ex- 
pect our friends in that ouarter to keep us informed of all improve- 
ments in gardening. — Ea. 

Preeentation of a Vase to M. P. Wilder, E*^.— Mr. Editor: It will, 
I have no doubt, be gratifying to your fioral friends to learn, that, soon 
afler the close of the splendid exhibition of dahlias, by Col . Wilder, 
Messrs. Uovey, Breck, Low and others, at the room of'^the Massachu- 
setts Horticultural Society, in September, and at the Conservatory at 
the Botanic Garden in Boston, in October last, it was proposed, by a 
few admirers of this gorgeous fiower, to present Col. M. P. Wilder 
with some token to testify the pleasure they have received (in common 
with thousands of their fellow-citizens for several years past,) by the 
brilliant displays which he has so repeatedly made. The subscriber. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



72 Donuitie Jf^ticei. 

Chairman of the Committee on Flowert of the Mawaehusettg Horti- 
cultural Society, was requested by the contributors to procure a iiWer 
▼ase, and to present the same, in their names, to Col. Wilder: this 
has been done. 

The vase was manufactured bv Messrs. Jones, Lows & Ball, in 
their best style, and bears the following inscription. The insertion 
of theite few remarks in your valuable publication, with the letter of 
Mr. Walker, and the reply of Col. Wilder, wiil oblige many of your 
readers.— Fottr'#, S. fFalker^ Roxlnuryy Jan.^ 1840. 
Inscription on the Tase. 

** Cotutquitvr quodcunque petk, 

Preaeotod to Col. M. P. Wilder, by a few friends, ai a OMOMnto of hb oariTrallMl 

•pecimaoi of the dahlia, exhibited at the Gouanralory.*' 

On the reverse side, 

"BoMion, October, 1889.** 
•• To Marshall P. Wilder, Esa. 

"My dear Sir: A few friends, admirers and cultivators of the dah- 
lia, anxious to express to you, in some other wav than words, how 
much they have oeen gratified by your splendid exhibition of the 
Dahlia, (and more particularly so by your specimens exhibited at the 
Conservatory, in October last,) have requested me, in their names, 
to prepare some token, as a memento of the high estimation in which 
they hold your successful cultivation. That memento is herewith 
sent you. 

<<No event, Sir, could have given me greater pleasure than being 
permitted by your friends to join with them in this humble tribute of 
respectful consideration and regards for your success and future 
personal welfare, and to 8ubi4cribe myself, in their behalf, — Your 
obedient, humble servant, S, JValker.'-^Eoxbury, Dee. 7, 1889." 
" To Samuel Wtdker, Esq. 

'< My dear Sir: Your very polite letter, accompanied with the 
beautiful silver vase, is received. 

" I should do i^reat injustice to my feelings, were I not forthwith to 
express to you. Sir, and to your associates, how fully sensible 1 am 
of the honor conferred on me by this distinguished testimonial of your 
approbation. 

*' If I have done any thing to advance the interests of horticulture, 
the reflection, in itself, would be ample reward for all my exertions; 
but that 1 should, in the opinion of gentlemen so well skilled in the 
science, have attained, in any degree, to such success, as to merit the 
motto you have caused to be inscribed on the vase, or the kind senti- 
ments expressed in your letter, is more than 1 could have anticipated; 
and 1 must attribute this meed of praise rather to feelings of mend- 
ship, than to any deserving of my own. 

"Be pleased. Sir, to receive K>r yourself, and to communicate to 
the gentlemen associated with you, my most heartfelt acknowledg- 
ments for this token of their esteem; and to assure them, that it will 
be carefully preserved as a treasure, during my life, and transmitted 
to my family as a memento of our mutual love for the productions of 
Flora. 

" Wishing you all great success in the delightful pursuits of horti- 
culture, and happiness and prosperity in all your concerns, I sub- 
scribe myself, with sentiments or great respect, — Your obliged, but 
humble servant, Marshall P, Wilder, Hawthorn Grove, Dorchester , 
Jan. 1, 1840." 

Cultivation of the M6rv« multieMis, and production ofSUk. — Dur- 
ing the last season I raised about one hundred thousand mulberry 
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trees, part of which are for sale; I am now erectina a cocoonery, that 
will hold half a million of worma, and I have purchased eggs enough 
to feed one and a half million of worms in succession crops. I hope to 
hear of many persons embarking in this profitable business; if^ou could 
doTotlf a small portion of your Maffazine to the dissemination of in- 
formation upon this great and vital subject, I think it would be use- 
ful and acceptable to your subscribers. — R. Sinclair, ClaimunU NuT' 
sery^ near BdUimore^ Jan,, 1840. 

Neva Flemish Pears, — I observe that many of the new Flemish 
pears have fruited in the vicinity of Boston, particularly with Mr. 
Manning, of Salem. I have twenty-six or twenty-eight varieties in 
my Catalogue, which I received of Mr. Kenrick, nurseryman, in 1837. 
Descriptions of such of the new varieties as have produced fruit would 
be of much value, if you could procure such information. — Id, 

Large Lemons. — We were shown, a few days since, two large 
and tieautiful lemons, from the garden of Mrs. Bigelow, of Medford. 
The two weighed two pounds and a quarter, and the largest measured 
fourteen inches and a half in circumference one way, and fifteen 
and a half the other. The tree from which they were taken, is in a 
very flourishing state; it is planted out in the border of the green- 
house, and produces annually about two hundred fruits. There is a 
variety of lemons cultivated in collections, but none of them, unless 
they have beenffrafted from the above tree, produce such large and 
showy fruit. The tree is a most vigorous and robust grower. — Ed, 

ChorUema Henehmdnxi, — A young but vigorous specimen of this 
beautiful plant will flower the present month in tne collection of 
Mr. Towne. All the species are elegant objects, but the C. Hench- 
minu transcends them all, both in the brilliancy and profusion of its 
blossoms. The parent plant was imported a year smce, but it was 
in so poor a condition that it did not long survive. Mr. Towne's plant 
is one of three which he propagated from it, two of which are now in 
his possession. The plants are yet small, and they will require 
another year's growth to enable them to show their true charac- 
ter.— £/ 

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, — At the last meeting of this 
society, held about the middle of last month, there was a variety of 
plants exhibited, including some fine camellias. Mr. Sherwood ex- 
hibited his seedling, called Sherw6odft, described by Mr. Wilder, 
in a previous patfe of the present number. It is stated to be a first 
rate flower. Mackenzie & Buchanan exhibited G. var. Slogans. 
Mr. Buist exhibited a new euphorbia, E. Jacquint/Idra and Sypho- 
c&mpalos bicolor, too very fine plants, each of which have been no- 
ticed in our previous volumes. — Ed, 

CamillmjapSnica var. Donckelairi, is now beautifully in bloom in 
Mr. Wilder's collection. It is a remarkably showy and splendid va- 
riety. 

Cerent Mallashni, in the collection of Mr. F. Putnam, ef Salem, is 
now nearly in bloom. Mr. Putnam received this species for the C. 
. spl^ndens: it is a beautiful plant, partaking, somewhat, of the character 
of C. flagellif6rmis, in its habit of growth, and of the Epiphyllum 
specidsum in the beauty of its flowers. It is a free and rapid grower. 
^^Eld, 

Horticulture in Georgia, — I am unable to give you any thing on 

the state of gardening in Georgia. I only know that in some parts, 

especially near Savannah, Augusta, Macou, and Columbus, there are 

expensive and tasteful gardens. £ven in this up-country there are a 

TOL. VI. — wo. II. 10 
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few charming residences, with well laid out grounds. I have no op- 
portunity to visit them; 1 mean, however, at some convenient season, 
to send you some account of our botanic garden. — Very respectfully ^ 
M. Ji. W., JLthens, Ga., Dec. 1839. 

RuilllsL formdsa. — We bad previously supposed that Ru^llui for- 
mdsa, was a tender and delicate stove plant, scarcely possible to grow 
in the green-house, except in a sickly condition^ but having wintered 
it, thus far, in our sitting room, and it being just about to blossom, 
for a second time, within a few months, we would recommend it to 
whoever is fond of small but showy plants. — Experimenter, 

Epiphyllum Ackermdnu, appears to be a semi-annual blooming spe- 
cies. Plants in our own collection, and in that of Mr. F. Putnam, of 
Salem, have flowered twice the past year; once in the month of 
March, and aeain in the month of September; each time showing a 
profusion of blossoms. £very collection should possess one or more 
plants. — Ed. 

Mr. Hancock* s green-house^ Burlington, N. J. — My ^reen-house 
was not quite finitihed the past fall; the outside work is nearly all 
done, and the whole is closed up for the present. I hope, however, 
to get it finished before March. It is eighty-one feet long. In my 
old house I have several camellias in flower, including Parksu and 
incarn^ta.— T. Hancock^ Burlington^ N, •/., Jan. 14, 1840. 



Art. IV. Retrospective Criticism. 

Correction. — In our last number, in our article giving a retrospec- 
tive view of the progress of gardening for 1839, we unintentionally 
committed an error, which we hasten to correct. Under the head of 
the Statistics of Horticulture, and while noticing the state of commer- 
cia/ gardens, pp. 13 and 14, we spoke of the improvements made upon 
the beautiful demesne of Dr. Edmonson, of Baltimore: this should 
have been under the head of private gardens, as Dr. Edmonson is 
one of the most zealous amateurs in the city, and in no way connect- 
ed with the trade. 

Clairmont Nursery , near Baltimore^ (Vol. VI., p. 6.) — I here- 
with send you my Catalogue of fruit and ornamental trees and 
shrubs, in order to make us better acquainted, for I think you are en- 
tirely unacquainted with me and my establishment, if I may judge 
from the manner in which you mention it, in the first number of the 
current volume of your Magazine, when compared with the friendly 
and general notice taken of many others, and even some very small 
concerns. As I live a little out of the city, I will take some pains to 
state a few facts, which will enable you to form a more correct opin- 
ion of my nursery, until yuu have an opportunity to inspect it. 

In establishing this nursery, 1 have endeavored to confine my atten- 
tion more immediately to the hardy and most useful fruits, ornament- 
al trees and shrubs; although I have a small green-house, and also a 
hot-house tolerably well stocked with plants, I am more anxious to 
have a few varieties of the very best articles well cultivated, than to 
i»well out a large catalogue, which would increase my own attention 
without benefitting the public. I have one hundred and seventy-eight 
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acres of land, of the first quality, possessing all the desirable kinds of 
soil, such as peat and brown, sandy and clayey loam, all well fenced, 
and built on. About forty acres are well stocked with nurserv arti- 
cles, collected from good sources, and hundreds of my standard trees 
bearing fruit, annually, from which I can take my grafts and buds 
with certainty. My grounds are one mile from the city line. I hope 
you will make it in your way to call on me, and look at my estab-. 
lishment, when you visit the city again. — R. Sinclair, Clairmont Nur» 
»ery, near Baltimore, January, 1840. 

[VVith the above, we received the Catalogue of trees &c., offered 
for sale by our correspondent. We had seen it before, and were 
somewhat aware of the extent of the nurserv, and it was our inten- 
tion to have visited it when in Baltimore last fall; but we were oblig- 
ed, from unavoidable causes, to deprive ourselves of that pleasure 
until another time. We give place to the remarks of our correspond- 
ent with much pleasure, as we are always ready to be corrected, if 
we unintentionally make any misrepresentation. We have repeated- 
ly renuested nurserymen to give us an account of the extent of their 
establishments, that we might, when alluding to them, do so without 
committing any error. — Ed,] 

The American Hazlenut, — A correspondent in your Volume III. 
(for 1837,) pa^e 313, says, that he has raised a species of hazlenut, 
so apparently identical with the European filbert, as to have been 
pronounced the same by Mr. Nuttall, and considered strikingly simi- 
lar by a committee of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, to 
whom some of the fruit was referred. The plant was found on the 
borders of the Kennebec, Me. May we ask, what has been the sub- 
sequent fate of this shrub, and whether its superiority will not entitle 
it to culture, and if it be in a condition for distribution by sale or oth- 
erwise? We apprehend that it may prove to be Cdrylus rostr&ta, a 
species, though not rare, in the vicinity of Boston, yet by no means 
BO common as the common hazel. — L. [We hope this notice will 
put our correspondent, J. B., in mind of his promise to send us a 
"pound or two" of the nuts, in order that we may better judge of 
their value. — Ed,] 

Notice and Quere. — In a botanical excursion to the Oregon Moun- 
tains in South America, communicated to Sir W. J. Hooker, Mr. 
Gordon says, [at the altitude of] ''about four thousand five hundred 
feet, the first plant which attracted my attention was what I imagined 
to be a fine individual of C^reus truncktus, in full fiower, hanging 
from the under side of a large tree that was bent over the streani. 
To my surprise and delight ifound it to be a new species. In habit it 
is quite like C. truncktus, but when the flowers are examined, it proves 
abundantly distinct in its four winged ovarium, its straight and regu- 
lar, not oblique and irregular, flower, the deeper and more delicate 
hue of the inflorescence, and the pink, not white, color of its filaments. 
I have named it C^reus Russellt^ntM, in honor of his Grace the Duke 
of Bedford." Has there been any notice of this fine plant in the Brit- 
ish collections, or has it ever reached, or is it likely soon to reach, our 
shores, as an additional ornament to our green-houses? — Ob$ervator, 

£This new species has flowered in the splendid collection of the late 
)uke of Bedford, and we shall notice it m our next number. — Ed.] 
Hortieidlure in Buffalo, N. F., (Vol, V-, p. 161.)— In consequence 
of the account given in your Magazine, many amateurs and garden- 
ers have visited Bufialo, and were very much disappointed, as the 
Btate of things did not at all answer to the account given. 
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Ai It respects the native forest trees, their aspect was any thing liut 
cheerinff, as the greatest part of them were leafless the last week in 
July. In reference to the green-houses, they are certainly very good, 
and show that the proprietor will spare no expense in the buildings. 
But those plants, whicn could not be described for the want of time 
and space, have not been observed by any one who has taken the 
trouble to go there for the purpose of seeing thenu There was in the 
green-houses a very hanasome JFlcus elutica, and, in the second 
plaoe, a few yellow, sickly looking camellias: these were the most 
rare and interesting plants that could be observed. In the garden 
there was a frame lately planted with pine-apple plants, in clear 
sand, but they were nearly all dead. — Jhi Obierver afid Subscriber, 
Rocheeter, If. F.» Nov., 18S9. 



AxT. V. MoisaehuiettB HortieuUural Society. 

Saturday, Nov. 90th, 19S9. --ExhMted. Fruits:— By the Presi- 
dent of the Society, from a gentleman of his acquaintance, St. Ger- 
main, Easter Beurr^, Turkish (?) Bon Chretien, and a variety un- 
known. 

Vegetables:— From J. L, L. F.Warren, a basket of fine tomatoes, 
taken from vines from which a bushel had been cut the same week. 

Dec. 7th, — Exhibited. Fruit:— From T. Lee, Esq., two kinds of 
pears without name, of very handsome appearance. From M. P. 
Sawyer, St. Germain, Passe Colmar, and Sylvanche Vert pears, the 
two former beautiful specimens; also, Bellflower, sweeting from 
New York, and another variety of apple from Newbury, Mass., name 
unknown. From Nathaniel Dorr, Boston, specimens of the Wild 
Fig, so called, brought by him from Michigan, and said there to be 
a pleasant fruit : seeds of the same were distributed among the mem- 
bers for trial. We were not present at the meeting, and did not see 
the wild figs alluded to: if any of our friends were present, they will 
l^ratify us by giving us some account of the Michigan wild fig, as it 
IS a fruit we have never heard of. 
Jan. lUh,lS40.— Exhibited, Fruits:— From R. Manning, Bellfiower 
apples, (Coxe No. 33,) and Beurr^ Sutin and Winter Orange, (Coxe 
No. 87) pears. The scions of the Beurr^ Sutin, were received from 
Dr. Van Mons, and produced fruit for the first time this season; it 
promises to be a great bearer, and a high flavored and excellent varie- 
ty. We have noticed this in another page as the Beurr^ Seatin, having 
misunderstood Mr. Manning in the pronunciation of the name. 
From J. L. L. F. Warren, specimens of RoxbuTy russet, Nonsuch, 
Rhode Island greening, and a variety, supposed to be a seedling: its 
quality ftfir, but not to be classed above second rate. From D. Saun- 
aers, Kowley, a basket of Minister apples, a handsome and showy 
kind, from the original tree on his farm, in that town. The fruit had 
been kept too long for eating, but they have the reputation of being a 
first rate variety. From James Leonard, Taunton, specimens of the 
Burgemeesterpear, (the variety so called about Boston.) It is not, 
however, the true Durgemeester, described by Thompson, in the 
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London Horticultural Society's Catalogue, and by other pomological 
writers. Mr. Manning thinks it will prove to l>e synonymous with 
the Monsieur le Cur^, of French authors, and the Saint L^zin, of the 
above Catalogue. It is a great bearer, and a profitable fruit to grow 
for the market. 

Saturday f flbth, — At this meeting, the standing committee on flow- 
ers, held a meeting, called by order of the chairman, to decide upon 
the award of premiums for 1839. C. M. Hovey was appointed sec- 
retary, and the following report was then drawn up, and accepted by 
the committee. 

The standing committee on flowers, having attended to the duty of 
awarding the premiums, offered by the society for the year 18S9, 
report as follows: — 
Geraniums^ — For the best twelve varieties of geraniums, to 

Wm. Meljer, a premium of .... $10 00 
For the second best twelve varieties of geraniums, to 

Hovey & Co., a premium of 5 00 

Tulips — For the best twelve varieties of tulips, to S. Walk- 
er, a premium of . 10 00 

For the second best twelve varieties of tulips, to S. 
Walker, a premium of . . . . . . 5 00 

Pansies — For the tiest display, to S. Walker, a premium of 5 00 
For the second best display, to S. Walker, a 'premium of 2 00 
For the best seedling, to S. Walker, a nremium of . 3 00 
Roses — For the best display to A. Aspinwall, a premium of 10 00 
For the best 24 varieties, to S. R. Johnson, a premium of 5 00 
For the best 12 varieties, to K. Howe, a premium of . 3 00 
For the best 12 Chinese and other tender varieties, to 

S. R. Johnson, a premium of 5 00 

Pinks — For the best display, to S. Walker, a premium of . 5 00 

For the best six varieties, to S. Walker, a premium of 3 00 

For the best seedling, to Wm. Meller, a premium of . 3 00 

Carnations — For the best display to T. Mason, a premium of 5 00 

For the best six varieties, to Wm. Meller, a premium of 3 00 

For the best seedling, to Wm. Meller, a premium of . 3 00 

Dahlias — For the best display, to M. P. Wilder, a premium of 10 00 

For the second best airplay, to J. J. Low, a premium of 8 00 

For the third best display, to J. Breck & Co., a prem. of 7 00 

For the fourth best display, to Hovey & Co. a prem. of 6 00 

For the fifth best display, to S. Walker, a premium of . 5 00 

For the sixth best display, to T. Mason, a premium of 4 00 

No hyacintfas were offered for premium. The seedling geranium 

was not thought worthy of a prize by the judges. 

The committee also awarded the following premiums offered bv 
the liberality of T. Lee, Esq., for the encouragement of the growth 
of native plants : — 
For the best display of native wild flowers, to Wm. Oakes, 

Esq., of Ipswich, a premium of 5 00 

For the second best display of native wild flowers, to £. 

Weston, Jr. Esq., a premium of 5 00 

No competitor was thought deserving of the third prize, and the 
committee reserved the remaining sum of five dollars, appropriated 
by Mr. Lee for 1839, to be added to next year's prizes. We would 
not omit to mention, at the present time, that the flowers must be culr 
iivatedy next year, to be eligible for the prizes. 

A sub-committee of three gentlemen was chosen to draft rules 
and regulations for the exhibitions, during the season. We are 
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happy in announcing this vote. The society hare tpo long been 
wiihout any system, and we hope something will now be done which 
will enable the society to accomplish greater results. 



Art. VI. Faneuil Hall Market. 



From To 



Roots, Tubers, ^c. 



Potatoes: 

Sweet Potatoes, per bush. 
Turnips: 

Common, per bushel, 

Ruta Baga, per bushel,. . . 
Onions: 

White, per bushel, 

Red, per bunch, 

White, per bunch, 

Yellow, per bushel,. ..... 

Beets, per bushel, 

Carrots, per bushel, 

Parsnips, per bushel 

Horseradish, per pound, . . . 

Radishes, per bunch, 

Shallots, per pound, 

Garlic, per pound, 



Cabbages, Salads, ^c. 

Cabbages, per dozen: 

Savoy , 

Drumhead, , 

Red Dutch 

Cauliflowers, each, 

Brocoli, each, 

Lettuce, per head, , 

'J'omatoes, per dozen, 

Celery, per root: 

Common, 

Bailey's Giant, 

Spinach, per half peck. . . . , 



Pot and Sweet Herbs, 

Parsley, per half peck,. . . 

Sage, per pound, 

Marjoram, pier bunch,... 

Savory, per bunch, 

Spearmint, per bunch, . . . 



$Ct8, 

1 26 
50 

1 00 
50 

2 25 

1 00 

2 00 

25 

m 

I 00 



60 
60 
621 
10 
12 
20 
12 



87 
76 
60 
12i 
20 
6 
50 

6 
10 
26 



50 

17 

6 

6 

3 



9cts. 

1 60 

1 26 

2 60 
2 50 

m 

60 

1 60 
4 
8 
75 
62i 
62i 
76 
12 
20 



50 
1 00 
76 
26 
25 
10 
75 

8 
12 



Squashes and Pun^fkins. 

Squashes, per cwt: 

Winter crook neck, 

Autumnal Marrow, 

Ounada crook neck,. . . . 
Pumpkinsi each 



Fruits. 

Apples, dessert, new : 

Common, JP^'^f^*!' 
' I per bushel,. . 

b»''^""".}?:jS::: 

Greenings, per barrel. . . . 

Pearmains, per barrel,. . . . 

Sweet, per barrel, 

Lady Apples, per bushel,. 

Dried apples, per pound,. 
Pears: 

St. Germain, per doz 

Winter St. Michael, pr doz, 

Chaumontel, per half peck. 

Baking, per bushel,.. . . 
Grapes, per pound: 

Black Hamburgh, ..... 

Malaga, 

Cranberries, per bushel,. . 

Lemons, per dozen, 

Oranges, per dozen : 

Sicily, 

Havana, (sweet) 

Pineapple», each, 

CocoanuLs, each, 

Chestnuts, per bushel 

Walnuts, per bushel, .... 
Almonds, (sweet,) per pound. 

Filberts, per pound, 

Castana, 

English walnuts, per ib.. . 



From To 



$CtM. 

2 60 
800 

3 00 
20 



260 

1 00 
326 
1 60 
8 60 
1 60 
800 
1 60 
3 00 
8 00 
3 00 
200 

n 

60 



2 00 



17 

60 
20 

26 

87i 

26 

6 

4 00 

1 76 

4 
4 
H 



800 

400 

3 50 

26 



300 

360 

400 

3 60 

3 50 
350 
360 

1 00 
260 



20 

800 

25 



60 

874 

6 

4 50 

200 



Remarks.— We have but little alteration to note thia month. The 
weather has been steadily cold, which has prevented supplies of soina 
articles from coming to hand, and the etock being reducecl, holders are 
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more firm in their prices; and aUhougli there have been but a few very 
slight advancee, sales have been more quickly effected full up to our quo- 
tations. 

Potatoes being such a staple commodity, a scanty supply or an over 
stock immediately causes an advance or a decline in prices. Owing to 
the severe weather of the preseut month, and navigation from eastern 
ports having remained closed since our last, there have been no arrivals 
for some time: the stock laid away for spring sales has been drawn 
heavily upon, and, unless a supply comes to hand in the course of a 
week or two. an advance in prices will be the result. Onions continue 
plentiful. Of beets, carrots, &c., the usual stock, sufficient for all de- 
mand. Radishes, with the advance of the season, have improved 
much in appearance, and, from a more brisk demand, command fair 
prices. 

Cabbages continue about the same; Savoys exceedingly abundant, 
and of prime quality; drumheads are not so plentiful. Cauliflowers 
are nearly all gone, only a few remaining on hand. Very little brocoU 
brought in. Lettuce comes to hand more freely, and improved in qual- 
ity. Forced tomatoes continue to sell well at our prices: they have 
been supplied the whole winter through, and, being a favorite article, 
have been much sought after; it is a new article of forcing, but will 
undoubtedly pay well, from its abundant product Celery is tolerably 
abundant; there would, however, have been a much greater supply, 
bad the roots kept well; but, from some cause, they seem to have winter- 
ed poorly, and many rooui have been totally destroyed by decay at the 
heart Spinach plentiful. The stock of squashes is now reduced 
rather low, common crooknecks being nearly all the kind on hand; au- 
tumnal marrows are about gone; what remain command our quotations; 
no West Indies have yet arrived, but a stock is expected. 

Apples have advanced a shade since our last, and there is a greater 
and more brisk demand: dried apples sell well. No table pears remain 
now, but the St. Germain. Grapes continue a drug. Of cranberries, 
a short supply: the great demand for shipping has reduced the stock 
very low; this is the case, however, almost every season, so much are 
they sought after at the south; a few years since, the prices rarely rose 
higher than one dollar, or one dollar and fifty cents per bushel, at any 
time through the season. Lemons were never more plentiful. Sicily 
oranges are rather poor; Havanas are excellent. Some few Pine-apples 
are to be had, but of inferior quality. Walnuts are abundant, and dull 
sale at quotations.— Jtl. T., Boston, Jan. S8, 1840. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOR FEBRUARY. 



FRiriT DEPARTMENT. 

The same remarks which we made Inst month, under this head, may 
be applied to February also. The cold is generally so intense, that 
nothing can be done in the open garden, and it is not much of an object 
to attempt the forwarding of grape vines in the green-house, or fruit trees 
in pots, except where there are ample means to do so; not much can be 
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«fiected in a singlo green-house, but where there are piti, frames, green- 
houses, and hot-houses, so as to command any temperature, much may 
be accomplished. Few amateurs possess alt these means, and as our 
remarks are intended more for them, than the professional man, who 
mav have charge of a large private establishment, where forcing is car- 
ried on the winter through, we shall have but little advice to give now 
in this department. 

Orape vines, in green-houses, mav be put in preparation for growing, 
towards the close of the month. The plants will be damaged if any at- 
tempts are made to forward them sooner; it is better to assist nature 
than to force her. In graperies, the vines may be started at any time, as 
there are no plants which may suffer. 

FLOWER DSPIRTMSNT. 

Camellias will now be showing their flowers abundantly, and the 
plants should be properly watered. The scaly insect is the only trou- 
blesome pest to the camellia, but they are easily got rid of. If the plants 
are infested with them, give them a good washing with a sponge, and go 
over each leaf separately, and also the branches, and clean them all off; 
it is not much labor, and the plants will be benefitted by the operation. 
This should have been done before they flowered, if they needed it; 
but rather than the plants should suffer, it would not be prudent to put 
it off. If it is desirable to raise seedlings, the opportunity should not be 
neglected of impregnating all those flowers which show a stigma; in 
general, these will ne confined to the single and semi-double sorts, yet 
occasionally some of the ^ne double varieties maybe found, which may 
be seeded if the operation is carefully performed. 

Dahlias may now be brought forward, by potting them at once in 
small pots, and placing them in the warmest part of the house. 

Verbenas will now commence to grow; repot all those which need 
it, and train the branches to neat trellises. 

Oxalis Bowieii will now have done flowering; gradually lessen the 
quantity of water, and place the pots as near the glass as possible. 
O. versicolor, c^rnua, and rdsea, will be each displaying their blooms, 
and should be watered liberally. 

Caetwes will now he showing their buds: those plants wanted for 
early flowerin|r, should be placed in a warm situation, and be watered 
two or three times a week. 

Tree pcBonies^ coming into bloom, should be well watered. 

Trevtrana Coccinea, This pretty little plant should not be forgot- 
ten. Repot the small offsets, or corms, as they are called, the latter 
part of the month, one each in No. 1 pots* 

Hyacinths in pots, now coming into bloom, should be well watered. 

Geraniums should be looked afler: repot now, if the plants need it. 

Erica seeds may be now sown, and cuttings put in with more suc- 
cess than at any other season. 

BoseSf eamalions, and other plants in frames, should be looked at, 
and if any fine weather should occur, open the sashes and let in the 
sun and air. 

TEGBTABLB DBPARTMENT. 

Cucumber seeds sown last month, as directed, will now have made 
plants sufliciently large for hilling out. Let the beds be prepared, 
and the operation finished the first fair weather. 

Radishes y Lettuce, 4*^., may be sown again for a successive crop. 

Tomato, Eggplant, and Celery $eed$^ should be sown this month 
for an early crop. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Art. I. Some hints upon the growth and sekction of superior 
varieties of seeds. By Dr. G. Watson, Philadelphia. 

It appears to me that there are few subjects, connected with 
the farm or the garden, which seem to be of more consequence, 
and yet the least understood, than the proper growth and se- 
lection of seeds for planting, particularly of any and every kind 
of grain. A few remarks in relation thereto, though not 
strictly confined to the garden, I have thought might not be out 
of the way in your pages. 

The farmer ought to be aware, when he is desirous of ob- 
taining superior kinds of grains for seed, such as wheat, oats, 
barley, &c., that he should select only that which is of the best 
quality, from any neighboring farm; if imported, so much the 
better; and above all things, to be careful that it is sown in a 
well prepared field, as far apart as possible from any inferior 
variety; as the pollen, or male part of the plant, of the poorer 
sort, is so apt to mix with the good, if each should be in flow- 
er at the same period. The result would be a very inferior 
kind, perhaps worse than either of the parents. The least 
breath of wind is capable of sending the pollen to a great dis- 
tance, and the stigma, or female part, has a great attraction for it. 
There are many that ridicule and laugh at this idea; but let those 
who disbelieve, take a small quantity of imported wheat, for 
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inftance; let it be sown contiguous to a piece upon which a 
kind is planted, which has been grown on the same soil for 
years; let the result be particularly noticed, and the consequence 
will be, that a hybrid of a very inferior quality, will generally 
be produced. 

There is another thing that should be considered, and that 
seriously: the farmer should never sow his own wheat above 
two years, at most: a change of the seed is bene6cial, although 
it may be only procured from th^ farm of the nearest neighbor; 
more especially if the soil is materially different from that in 
which it had been grown; as grain taken from one soil, and 
planted in that of a different kind, will produce better, and 
there will be much less chance of deterioration. By this prac- 
tice, the farmer will find the quantity increased, and the quality 
much improved. Let any cultivator continue to sow one kind 
of grain for a series of years, and it will run out, as the term 
is; that is, it will be almost entirely useless. Many farmers 
complain that certain kinds of wheat will not produce now as 
they did formerly; the reason is obvious, from what has been 
stated above. 

All grain, selected for seed, should have all the characters 
of good quality, viz., it should be thoroughly ripe, and well 
cured; the least damp destroying the fecula or starch, which 
will cause it to braird sickly; [some excellent remarks will be 
found, on this same subject, in our last number, (p. 67,) to 
which we would refer: they confirm the observations of our 
correspondent. — Ed,] and I am fully convinced, that a great 
part of the grain, so sickly in appearance when growing, that 
is generally sown, is often attributed to worms and insects, of 
different kinds, when it is nothing more or less than very in- 
ferior seed; the experiment, which is the best test, need only 
be made, and every cultivator will soon be convinced as to its 
reality. All the farinaceous grains cultivated on our farms or 
gardens, with the exception of Indian corn, are exotic, and 
the seed should be frequently renewed, by importing the very 
best varieties to be found in Europe. Many farmers complain 
that barley, oats, &c., loose much of their weight after a few 
years cultivation; but this ought to be expected, as they are 
more suited to a northern latitude than any part of our country. 

In raising root seeds, even greater care should be taken, if 
possible. The whole of the brassica family are very apt to 
hybridize, even when planted at a great distance from one 
another. In raising the Swedish turnip, one of the most val- 
uable roots, for seed, the best turnips should be selected; they 
should be of a regular, oval, shape, tapering towards the root, 
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and having but one small shoot where the leaves arise; plant 
them in some corner, or part of a field, far from any cabbages, 
radishes, or any other kind of turnips that may have been set 
out for producing seed, and would be likely to bloom at the 
same time: without this precaution, there would be hybrids, 
partaking but little of the character of either plant; and even 
then, when the greatest care has been taken, the bee, which de- 
lights to feed on this family of plants, when in flower, will 
carry the pollen on its legs, and part of the seed so impregnat- 
ed, will be very inferior. Let cabbages be planted in the same 
manner. Indeed, the whole family should be treated alike, for 
by neglecting the above rule, the grower, ignorant of the caus- 
es, cannot produce such excellent articles as formerly, from 
the same seed. Potatoes ought never to be planted above two 
years on the same farm. If a change of seed is made yearly, 
so much the better: always select the best potatoes for planting, 
and not the worst, as is too generally done by many individu- 
als; these will produce strong and vigorous roots: it is rare to 
see a small vine have good potatoes; the reverse is generally 
the case. 

There seems to be an apathy or carelessness among the great- 
er part of our farmers; they do not seem to think of the ne- 
cessity of making improvements, and studying the nature and 
history of the grains which they cultivate, and upon which our 
existence so much depends. In conducting experiments upon 
any kinds of grain, the zealous farmer should set apart a cer- 
tain portion of the farm, say an acre or two, and that should be 
put under high cultivation for growing and proving seeds, and 
allowing all kinds of grain a fair chance for trial. Let the 
seeds be accurately measured, and the quantity of land occupied, 
that the cultivator may be enabled to give a correct report, as 
to the produce, the quality and quantity, weight, &c. If wheat, 
let a certain quantity be made into flour, in order to ascertain 
whether it is a superior sort to that which had been previously 
cultivated, and used in the family. Societies should be formed 
in every county, that they may communicate any intelligence 
relative to agriculture, and the experiments made, and their re- 
sults. By so doing, a decree of information would be dissem- 
inated, which would be of essential benefit to the farmer, be- 
sides the great advantages gained in a pecuniary point of view. 

From whence have all the superior new kinds of wheat, bar- 
ley, oats, corn and other grain, turnips and other roots, been 
obtained, but from the careful observation of farmers, who, 
while investigating minutely their fields, have accidentally no- 
ticed some plants which were different from all the rest, at- 
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tracted, probably, by their more vigorous growth, the plumper 
seed, or the better formed root. These have been planted 
far apart from the others, the future produce carefully watched, 
and found to be of a superior quality. The best are again plant- 
ed, and selections again made, repeating the practice from year 
to year, and by this means varieties of far greater excellence 
have been secured. The zealous cultivator, who pursues this 
course, is generally well remunerated for his trouble, besides 
the reflection that he has accomplished a great good for the 
community at large. Such is the history of many of the best 
varieties of grain now in Europe, especially in Britain, where 
so much attention has been paid to agriculture. The same re- 
sults may be accomplished ,l)y our own farmers, if they would 
but pay a little more attention to the cultivation of their farms. 
With such a soil and climate as we possess, a thousand fold 
might be produced; and it is to be hoped that the time will 
soon come, when the increased attention given to agriculture 
will induce those, who estimate its importance, upon the social 
and moral condition of the country, to make the same attempts 
to improve the quality of the articles which occupy their care 
and attention. G. Watson. 

Philadelphia^ Jan. 23, 1840. 



Art. II. Some remarke on the formation of the margim of 
flower bedi on grass plots or lawns. By the Editor. 

In our last volume, (p. 131,) we offered a few observations 
upon the method of growing plants in beds upon small grass 
plots, or on the edges of lawns. Very few attempts to intro- 
duce this method, have ever been made in this country, even 
on the smallest scale; and it was with a view to induce ama- 
teurs, and proprietors of small villa residences, to accomplish 
something of the kind, that we offered the remarks which we 
have referred to. We are glad to learn that our observations 
have been the means of drawing attention to the subject, and 
that they have, in some instances, induced amateurs to adopt 
the style of planting small grass plots, and forming upon them 
circular, or other shaped beds, for flowers. In front gardens 
to small suburban villas, nothing can be prettier than this plan 
of occupying the ground, and the method is, generally, to be 
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much preferred to the old, and almost universally followed sys- 
tem, of forming gravelled walks, with board, grass, or box 
edgings, and dug borders. This is particularly so, when the 
object is to have a neat garden, and kept m order at the least 
expense. 

After what we have said in recommendation of planting in 
this manner, in the article alluded to, we shall not repeat the 
same here: our object is now to offer some additional remarks 
upon the best method of forming the margins to flower beds 
on turf. One great objection urged against the formation of 
ordinary beds on grass, made by merely digging away a portion 
of the turf, of any particular form, has been, Uiat the edges of 
the grass were apt to run into the soil, and soon fill up the bed, 
unless they were repeatedly cut with a spade or knife; and the 
latter operation has been deemed one of much trouble and 
labor, as well as rendering the turf unsightly for some days, 
from its newly cut appearance. To obviate this, and prevent 
it from being any obstacle in the way of planting in this man- 
ner, we copy the following plan, which is recommended in Lou- 
don's SiAurban Gardener^ as one of the simplest modes* 
We think it a most excellent one for all purposes, whether for 
broad walks, bordered with a deep turf edging, or for dug beds 
of almost any shape, unless very irregular in their outline. 
When once the beds are formed, no more care will be neces- 
sary about keeping the edges in order, other than cutting the 
grass, the whole season. The beds cannot be encroached up- 
on by the turf, and there will be no occasion for the shaven 
edges, which repeated cutting exposes to view. The whole 
will have a finished and cultivated expression, with scarcely the 
least attention from the possessor of the garden. 

The annexed plans, (figs. 2 and 3,) represent this method. 

Common bricks are all that are necessary to form the outline. 

3 These should be placed together upon 

/ \\(iW ^^^^^ broadsides, at an angle of 45**, 

/^ir'^ ^ shown in the section, (fig. 2,) in 

^^v^jKvAV which a is the bricks; 6 the surface of 
^'^^•••••= the grass; and c the surface of the 

dug bed, under the level of the grass. 

In all cases where dug beds are intro- 
duced on grass, the surface should either be above or be- 
low the turf, in order, as Mr. Loudon remarks, ^^to exer- 
cise the expression of art, and to take away from the com- 
mon-place idea of merely digging down a portion of the turf, 
of a particular shape, and planting it with flowers.'' The 
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correctness of this principle will be apparent to all who have 
any idea of what constitutes modern landscape gardening. 

Contrary to the above, the other s 

plan, {fig. 3,) shows a section in '^^./l^ 

which d is the brick; e the turf; and ^ili/^^ 

/the dug bed. The plan is here re- ^ > »3}l 

versed: the turf is below the surface WWW^> 




of the dug bed. In the former of ^^'^^^^-^'^^-'^^ 
these plans, plants which require con- \^/7 

siderabie mbisture may be cultivated, 
as they may be easily supplied with plenty of water, by en- 
tirely flooding the surface, if necessary; such, for instance, 
as pansies, primroses, some kinds of herbaceous ranunculuses, 
mimuluses^ &c. In the latter, those which prefer a dryer sit- 
uation will flourish best, as the mignonette, verbenas, petun- 
ias, calandrinias, &c. 

This method is simple in construction, and cheap in execu- 
tion, and appears to us to be well adapted to the purpose. 
We would recommend it for adoption, well assured that it 
will be the means of saving much annual labor and expense, 
espei^ially in small gardens, where the proprietor is his own 
gardener. 



Art. III. Pomological J^otices; or JSTotices respecting nets 
and superior varieties of Fruits^ worthy of general ctiUivo- 
tion. Additional Remarks on new Pears; with J^otices of 
several kinds which have not been previously described. By 
R. Manning, Pomological Garden, 8alem, Mass. No- 
tices of several new Plums. By the Editor. 

The variations which occur in many of our cultivated fruits, 
owing to the difTerence of the seasons to which we are sub- 
ject, has induced me to offer you some additional remarks on 
those pears which have already been described, as well as a 
few others, which are comparatively but little known. As 
the descriptions may be found, in detail, in the London Hor- 
ticultural Society's Catalogue, in Lindley, and in Kenrick's 
Jtmerican Orchardisty I shall do but little more than name 
those varieties which continue to deserve extensive cultivation. 
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Duchesi i* AngouUme. — Very large, fine, and productive, 
even on standard trees; grows well on the quince. 

Andrews, — Large and good, and bears abundantly; some 
persons think it equal to the Bar.tlett. 

Beurre Bosc. — Excellent. Mr. Thompson observes, in 
Loudon's Gardener^ Magazine^ for 1837, that ^^the Bosc 
and Louise Bonne of Jersey, more than rival the Marie Lou- 
ise.'^ Grows well on the quince. 

Bartlett, (JFilliams^s Bon Chritieny) continues to be the 
finest and most productive pear of its season, which is in Au- 
gust and September. 

Belle Lucrative continues to be first rate. 

Capsheaf, — This is, most probably, a native fruit. I can 
trace it to Rhode Island, where it may have originated: — ^a 
good fruit and great bearer. 

Beurri IHeL — This pear we have found, for the last two 
reasons, to crack and blight on standard trees. The large 
and beautiful specimens which have been exhibited at the 
Hail of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society were grown 
on trained trees, grafted on the quince. 

Dearbom^s Seedling, — This pear is small, handsome, a 
great bearer, and excellent. 

Easter Beurri, — This pear is not uniformly excellent, when 
grown on standard trees; it succeeds well grafted on the 
quince, and trained. We have raised fine fruit on trees work- 
ed on the English white thorn. 

Frankreal d^Eti, — This pear, so excellent, and so pro- 
ductive, we have never known to fail in the most inclement 
seasons; it does well either on the pear or quince stock. 

Fulton. — This native pear, we think, will become a general 
favorite; it continues to produce abundantly, and ripens its 
fruit every year. 

Henry IV, — This pear is of small size, not handsome, but 
a great bearer, and extremely high flavored. 

Hooper^ s Bilboa^ (Golden Beurri of Bilbofi,) — Large, 
handsome, productive, and good; succeeds on the quince. 

Jalousie, — Medium size, yellow russet color, very agreea- 
ble flavor; bears well every year; good either for the market, 
or for private gardens. 

Julienne^ continues to bear well; fruit fair and good. 

Johonnot, — Not handsome, nor a great bearer, but very 
fine and high flavored. 

Long Green^ (Mouille Bouche,) — The pear cultivated in 
this country, under the above name, deserves to be classed 
among our finest fruits. It bears abundantly every year, and 
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ftpptars to be very distinct from the pear of the same name, 
described in the new edition of IhihamtX^ and the London 
Horticultural Society's Catalogut. Succeeds on pear and 
quince. 

Marie LouUe, continues to be fine and productive, grafted 
on the pear and quince. 

^aumluag. — This handsome pear, which has rather too 
much acid for some persons, is large, productive, and good. 

Pope^t Qtiafcer. — Large; bright yellow russet; produces 
great crops of handsome and good fruit every season; proba- 
bly a native. 

St. Ghislain. — Tree of vigorous growth; great bearer; 
fruit fine, high flavored, and excellent. 

Surp€us$ Virgoulouse. — Of medium size; abundant bearer; 
tender, juicy, and fine; name doubtful. 

Sugar Pear of Hoyerswerda, — Fruit of middle size; skin, 
a light, or yellowish green: sweet, juicy, and good, very pe- 
culiar flavor; one of the greatest bearers known; grows well 
on the quince. 

Surpasse St. Germain. — A fine early winter pear; very 
high flavored, and a great bearer. 

Roussekt Hatif. — Coxe says that this is more generally 
admired than any other summer pear; to this opinion, we can, 
after several years' experience, cheerfully subscribe. We 
have not yet been able to identify it with the pear of the same 
name, described in the old edition of Duhamel. Grows well 
on the quince. 

Urbaniste continues to be a first rate and productive pear. 

Washington. — ^Fruit of middle size, very handsome and 
good. Tree remarkably gpright in its growth. 

Winter Orange. — The size is small; the form round or 
flat. A most abundant bearer, always fair and smooth; a good 
winter table fruit. 

Winter JVetM. — This pear continues to be a great favorite 
in England. We think it one of our finest early winter pears. 

Bloodgood. — This new American pear was first introduced 
to notice by the late Mr. James Bloodgood, of Flushing, L. 
I. We think it a very fine early fruit, of large size, and an 
early and abundant bearer; ripens in August. 

Frederick de Wurtemburg^ (of Van Mons.) — Very large 
and beautiful; bears abundantly. We have always grown it 
on a standard tree; have never seen it grafted on the quince. 
[This is sometimes noticed in the reports of the Massachu- 
setts Horticultural Society, as the Roi de Wurtemburg, and 
the King of Wurtemburg.— £i.] 
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Cushing. — One of the finest of the American pears; the 
fruit always fair and good; it bears well every year, but not so 
much as to prevent the rapid and healthy growth of the trees. 

The following I have not previously noticed in your Maga* 
sine. 

Beurri d^^remburg, — Figured and described in the Po- 
mological Magazine: very productive, high flavored, and ex- 
cellent; can be grown either on the pear or quince. 

Beurri Sutin. — Middle size, obovate; yellow skin, mixed 
up with russet; high flavored and excellent. First fruited in 
this country in 1839; scions were received from Dr. Van 
Mons. 

Beurri d^^malis. — The scions of this new pear were re- 
ceived from the London Horticultural Society. It is a first 
rate fruit, ripening in September and October. 

Beurri Bronze, — Large, and very productive; the color 
brownish red and dull green; excellent. 

Bezi de la MoUe. — Although this has been classed with 
the old pears, ii is only so when compared with more recent 
productions. In Evelyns' edition of De la Q;uintine^ 1717, 
it is called a new pear. It exhibits no signs of blight or de- 
cay, and is very fine and productive, either on the pear or 
quince stock. Ripens in October. 

Beurri Capiaumont^ (of Van Mons, and London Horti- 
cultural Society.) — A great bearer, and excellent, grafted 
either on the pear or quince stock. 

Columbian, — This native pear was introduced by the late 
Mr. James Bloodgood, of Flushing, L. I.; it is a fine fruit, 
of large size; ripe in October and November. 

Cabot. — This new and very superior pear is subject to 
crack, when grown on standard trees in an exposed situation; 
it well deserves a trial, grafted on the quince, and trained to a 
wall or espalier. 

Beurri Duval continues to be very excellent and produc- 
tive. 

HesseL — One of the greatest bearers; a good fruit, but 
lasts only a few days. 

Petre. — This fine pear continues to support its high char- 
acter; in any collection it would be prized as a first rate fruit. 

Passans de Portugal. — The size is small, rouod, or berga- 
mot shaped; not ^high flavored or rich, but very pleasant and 
good; bears very young, and most abundantly. 

Rostiezer. — We have never seen this new pear grown on a 
standard tree; when grafted on the quince, the fruit is of me- 
dium size, high flavored, and excellent; ripens in September. 
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I have omitted any notice of the fine old pears which can- 
not be grown iu orchards; but from the experience we obtain, 
every fruit season, there is no doubt that they can, all of 
them, be raised in the protected gardens and yards of the city, 
or in the country, trained to a wall or common fence. The 
fruit obtained by this method of cultivation, is not inferior ia 
size, beauty, or flavor, to the finest productions of former 
years. 

I beg leave to observe, that one great error, in my opinion, 
in the cultivation of pears, is suffering the trees to bear such 
enormous crops. I have observed that the Heathcot, Juli- 
enne, Dearborn's Seedling, and many others, often, from this 
cause, produce fruit of very small size, and deficient in flavor; 
the trees also become debilitated. I have commenced the 
practice of cutting out about two thirds of the fruit spurs, 
with manifest advantage, as even the production of so many 
buds, and ihe great quantity of blossoms, tends to destroy the 
vigor and retard the growth of the trees. 

1 observe, in the pomological notices, by Mr. R. Thomp- 
son, in the Gardener^s Magazine^ that be either recommends, 
or notices favorably, the following pears as deserving trial. I 
believe none of them have produced fruit in this country. I 
have all in my collection, and hope, the next season, to be 
able to decide upon their merits, in this climate, viz: — Fon- 
dant Van Mons, Emerald, Eyewood, Compte de Launy, Fin- 
gals or Ellanrioch, Marie Louise nova, King Edward, Bel- 
mont, Brougham, Croft Castle, Dunmore, Broompark, Rouse 
Lench, Pengethly, Monarch, March Bergamot, Dowler*s 
Seedling, Drapiez d' Et6, Beurr6 Romain, Hepworth, Yutte, 
Jeschil Armudi, Althorp Crassane, Winter Crassane, Fon- 
dante d' Autumn, (probably our Belle Lucrative.) — Respect'- 
fully yours^ R, Mannings Salem^ Feb. 1840. 

Plums. — Plums have been more sought after and planted, 
within a few years, than heretofore, and many of the more 
choice and new varieties may now be found in all good col- 
lections of any extent. No summer fruit can exceed, in rich- 
ness and beauty, the best varieties of plums — such, for instance, 
as the green Gage, Washington, Golden Drop, &c. These 
large, showy, and fine flavored kinds have given the plum a 
new claim upon the amateur's attention; and, as their cultiva- 
tion is attended with as little care as the smaller and inferior 
kinds, so long almost exclusively grown, we hope to see 
them gradually taking the place of the latter in every garden. 
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The ravages of the curculio, in the destruction of the fruit, 
and the spread of what has been termed, by some cultivators, 
a disease of the tree, but which is undoubtedly to be attributed 
to the attacks of a small insect, has prevented many growers 
of fruit from planting the same number of plums that thev 
have of other fruit; pears seem to have been chosen in pref- 
erence to the plum, as requiring less attention, and being more 
certain in their product. Though this may be true, if only 
the same carets bestowed upon the former as the latter, it is not 
so if proper attention is taken in selecting good sons, planting 
in favorable situations, and destroying the insects which are 
peculiar to the plum. It cannot be expected that trees will 
produce fruit abundantly, unless they receive some attention. 
The plum is as hardy as the pear, and thrives better in many 
localities than the latter, while the fruit comes in at a season 
when the really excellent varieties of the pear are not near ripe. 
We know there are cultivators of fruits who have, in a degree, 
discarded the plum from their gardens, planting, perhaps, 
but one or two trees, on account of the disappointment which 
has been experienced from the causes above named: but we 
hope that such prejudices may be done away with, and that the 
superior new varieties will be considered of sufficient merit, to 
deserve all the care necessary to render the trees vigorous, and 
productive of such delicious fruit. Some of our correspond- 
ents have written at length on the cultivation of the plum, 
Vol. II, p. 161,) to which we refer our readers. 

The production of seedling plums has, till within a short 
period, been more the result of chance, than that of any sys- 
tematic course pursued for the purpose of raising superior sorts; 
and we may hence infer, that, if such great improvement has 
been effected without method, whh it, results more important 
than we now anticipate will be gained. In England, the late 
Mr. Knight, and other growers, have produced several ex- 
cellent sorts, now well known in collections; but they have not 
equalled some of those which have been discovered by acci- 
dent in our own country. The climate, too, of England, is 
rot so favorable for ripening the plum, and, consequently, the 
production of superior kinds, as our own. We may, therefore, 
reasonably suppose, that with a superior stock to start with, 
and a more genial climate to grow them, that new varieties 
may be raised, which will excel any foreign fruits which we 
possess. 

Among those who have contributed most to the stock of 
seedlings, may be named Henry Corse, Esq., of Montreal. 
This gentleman has made the production of seedling plums a 
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study for some year39 and baa raised several ver}' fine varieties, 
one of which, the Nota Bena, though not yet very widely dis- 
seminated, is known as a superior plum in our colleciions. 
This variety was raised some years since, and the grafts dis- 
tributed by Mr. Corse, together with three or four others, among 
whicii were the November gage, and Field Marshall; bui from 
some cause, neither of the latter are known to exist in our gar- 
dens. Scions were received and inserted by several amateur 
cultivators, but they either did not grow, or, from inattention, 
the names were subsequently lost, as no fruits have been shown, 
though in one or two instances, plums have been exhibited un- 
der the same names, that have answered the descriptions which 
accompanied the scions. 

Since these scions were distributed, Mr. Corse has raised 
thousands of seedling trees, with the ultimate hope of procuring 
something which should excel any existing varieties; and, we 
believe, his efforts have been at last crowned with success. 
From the great number he has selected several which prom- 
ise well, and to three or four of them, of which there is no 
doubt of their excellence, be has appended names. One of 
these is unsurpassed in size, flavor, and beauty, and other prop- 
erties, which constitute a first rate variety. We hope to be 
able, in a short time, to give some account of them from Mr. 
Corse himself, and, in the mean time, we annex a brief notice 
of those which he described to us the past autumn, while on a 
visit here. We hope his example, and the success which has 
attended his experiments, will induce others to make attempts to 
raise new and superior varieties. 

Dictator, — This is one of the largest and finest plums ever pro- 
duced, exceeding in size the Magnum Bonum, or the Bolmer's 
Washington, and equalling in flavor the green Gage. The 
color of the skin, is a brownish purple, covered with a beauti- 
ful bloom. The flesh is juicy, rich, and high flavored; the 
stone very small. The tree is of vigorous growth, and among 
the hardiest varieties cuhivated, even as far north as Mon- 
treal. It is but two years since it first fruited, but Mr. Corse 
thinks very highly of this seedling. 

Victoria, — This is another seedling, a very large red fruit, 
of handsome appearance, good flavor, and worthy of being 
found in every collection of plums. 

Col. Wetherell, — Another seedling, equally fine with the last 
named. It is one of the very latest plums cultivated, which 
renders it highly valuable, as it is also of most excellent quali- 
ty. This, and the last named variety, Mr. Corse has not yet 
fruited sufficiently to speak as confidently of their excellence, 
as of the Dictator. 
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In addition to these, we notice the following varieties, of 
rather recent origin. 

Royal Hative, — This is a new variety. Mr. R. Thompson 
lately read a notice of it before the London Horticuhural So* 
ciety. The author stated that, ahhough a purple plum, match- . 
ing, in point of flavor, the green gage, had already been dis- 
covered in the Reine clnude violette, yet that it had still re- 
mained an object of importance to procure new varieties of 
equal excellence, whose periods of maturity should be difllerent. 
This had now been, in one respect, attained by the discovery 
of the variety in question. It was received into the Society's 
collection from the nursery of M. Noisette, of Paris, and fruit- 
ed for the first time the past season. It is mentioned in the 
Mmanack de bon Jardinier^ and in JVoweWe's Manual^ p. 494, 
where it is described as a large violet fruit, with a flavor re- 
sembling that of the Reine claude violette. It appears to be 
quite distinct from every other variety, except, perhaps, one 
called Mivian, of which scions had been received from M. 
Stofllels, of Mechlin, and which will probably prove synony- 
mous, in which case the name proposed by M. Stofiels would 
have to be adopted. The plum is described by Mr. Thomp- 
son as follows: — 

Fruit fully larger than that of the Reine claude violette, to 
which, in appearance and flavor, it has great resemblance. In 
form it is roundish; the few specimens examined were rather 
broader next the stalk, which is about half an inch in length, 
thick, and not inserted in a hollow. Skin purple, dotted, and 
traced with a golden brown. Flesh yellow, slightly adhering 
to the stone, but parting from it when ripened, r lavor ex- 
ceedingly rich. Stone small, ovate, compressed. Shoots 
very downy; leaves slightly pubescent above: two characters 
which will always prevent its being confounded with the Reine 
claude violette, the shoots and leaves of which are smooth. 
It ripens about a fortnight or three weeks before the Reine 
claude violette and green Gage. 

The Reine Claude Violetle, — This variety, has been pre- 
viously noticed, (Vol. II., p. 162,) by one of our corres- 
pondents; and by us, in our last volume, (p. 409,) as being in 
the collection of Mr. Ives, of Salero. Mr. Ives remarked to 
us, in walking round the garden, that it was a most excellent 
fruit. At a late meeting of the London Horticultural So- 
cieiy^ grafts of it were distributed among the members; and 
Mr. Thompson remarks, that it is "one of the few purple 
plums, of which the flavor will bear comparison with that of 
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the green Gage." We hope to see it introduced into all ama- 
teur collections, together with the Royal hative. 

KnighCs large green drying Plum. — This is the name given 
to a new variety, raised by the late President of the London 
Horticultural Society, Mr. Knight. It is stated to be as large 
as Bolmer's Washington, and superior to it in point of flavor. 
It fruited, for the first time, in the fall of 1838; its merits as a 
preserving pear are not yet known, but as a dessert fruit it will 
doubtless rank high. 

^onsttch. — Anoiher new seedling plum, under this name, 
was exhibited before the London Horticultural Society, Sept., 
1838. It is said to be a seedling raised between the green 
Gage and Coe^s seedling, and to be a fine variety, and an 
abundant and never failing bearer. The color of the fruit is 
not mentioned: raised by John Luscombe, Esq., of Coorobe- 
wood, in Devonshire. 

The Nectarine plum proves to be an excellent bearer and 
fine variety; its only fault is, that of easily losing the bloom off 
the fruit. 

Xa Royahj la Delicieuee^ Coe*s late Red^ and JUiUon 
Gagey are the names of four new kinds which have fruited in 
the nursery of Messrs. C. & A. J. Downing, Newburgh, N. 
Y. We anticipate the pleasure of offering some account of 
them, and their relative merits, as deserving general cultivation, 
from our attentive correspondents. 

Cruger^a Seedling. — This variety was first introduced to 
notice by our correspondent, A. J. Downing, (Vol. I., p. 
365.) It is yet but little known. In the garden of Mr. Ives, 
of Salem, it produced fruit the past year. It is a handsome 
and fair sized plum, with a lilac colored skin; it promises to be 
valuable fruit. 



Art. IV. Method of preserving Celery through the trinter 
for family use. By J. W. Russell, Superintendent of 
Mount Auburn. 

Asa completion of my article on celery, published in your 
January number, I send you my method of preserving it for 
use thiough the winter. Celery must be taken up in the au- 
tumn, before it has been, in the least possible way, injured by 
frost; as I am confident that, if the tops are frozen, it affectSi 
directly or indirectly, the whole root. 
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A fine dry day, of course must be chosen for the above 
mentioned purpose. When the celery is all taken up, cut off 
all the fibrous roots and all the green tops, and lay it singly on 
boards, in an airy shed, to dry, two or three days; turning the 
\Fhole over once or twice a day will be necessary, in order 
that every part may be as free from moisture as possible; if 
this part of the process has been duly attended to, after -the 
third day the celery will be in good order for the next and last 
operation, which is as follows: — 

Having plenty of dry sand at hand, place about three inches, 
in depth, of the same, at the bottom of a flour barrel, or any 
other kind of barrel will answer, provided it is clean and dry; 
then lay the celery flat on the sand, and so continue on, with 
the sand and celery alternately^ until you finish at the top with 
sand, about four inches of which should be placed over the 
last layer of celery, and the work is completed. A dry, cool 
place, where it never freezes, is to be preferred to keep it in. 
The operator need not be in the least alarmed, if he finds that 
It has shrunk a little from the operation of drying; for it will 
immediately become plump again after packing. He should 
have faith in the method, and be will be sure to succeed. 

J. W. Russell. 

Mount Auburn, Cambridge^ Feb. 1840. 

The above method of keeping celery, by Mr. Russell, is 
probably as new to most of our readers as it is to ourselves; 
but we doubt not it will succeed: indeed we have never 
found much trouble in keeping celery, provided it was not ruin- 
ed by repeated freezing and thawing of the foliage and stems, 
before it was dug up in the autumn. This part of Mr. Rus- 
sell's remarks should be kept in view, as without strict atten- 
tioB to this, the object will not be accomplished. 

Mr. Russell's remarks, we apprehend, apply only to pre- 
serving celery for family use during the winter . When a large 
quantity is grown, and it is desired to keep part of it untill spring, 
before it is wanted, the best method will then be to protect it 
in the situation where it was grown. This, at least, has been 
our plan, and we have found it to be attended with complete 
success. The manner in which we have proceeded to do so, 
has been as follows: — Before frosts, severe enough to injure 
the tops, occur, we cover up the ridge formed by the earthing 
up of the stems, with leaves, sea-weed, or coarse straw, pre- 
ferring either of the two first to the latter: this covering should 
extend down the sides of the ridge, and should be about six 
inches thick, and should be put on in rather a dry state. This 
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covering is to be immediately protected with boards, put up in 
the form of a ridge also, so as to carry off all the rain, or wa* 
ter which may be foi'med from the melting snow, in the months 
of February and March. The top board on the east side, if 
the rows stand north and south, as they always should do, un- 
less very inconvenient, should projebt over that, on the west 
side, from half an inch to an inch, thus allowing no chance for 
the water to find egress immediately over the roots. By this 
means, it will be carried away, and if the surface of the gar- 
den admits, the earth should be so thrown out in the autumn, 
as to allow the surplus water in the spring to be carried off 
from the ground in which the celery is planted. 

By the middle of March, unless that month should be very 
severe, the ridge may be opened at one. end, and the celery 
dug for use; and it may afterwards be dug from time to time, 
as it is wanted, and it will be found as fresh as if it had been 
dug in the preceding autumn. We have fully tried this plan, 
and can recommend it from our own experience. 

It should be always borne in mind, that celery, intended for 
winter or spring use, should be of the large, giant, solid kind, 
and not the little pipe-stem, suckery variety, generally grown, 
which is only fit for early fall use, and, at the best, barely 
worth growing at all. Bailey's red or white giant, and Law's 
silver giant, are new sorts, deserving of extensive cultiva- 
tion, and every one who appreciates good celery, should be 
particular, and obtain one or the other of them. Attention 
to this, and procuring seeds which can he relied upon^ will 
prevent much disappointment, and repay the cultivator for his 
trouble.— Erf.] 



Art. V. Observations upon the production of new and fine 
varieties of the Camellia japonica from seed. By T. Dc[n- 
LAP, New York. 

The camellia, in my opinion, is the most lovely gem that 
Flora has furnished us with. The varieties, already in our col- 
lections, are very numerous, and embrace many splendid flow- 
ers; yet, there is not much doubt but that seedlings may be pro- 
duced which will equal, if not excel, any we now possess. 
The raising of seedling plants should be attempted by every 
amateur of camellias. The process is easy and simple; but as 
none of your correspondents have particularly alluded to the 
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subject, I am induced to ofier a few remarks upon the method 
which I have pursued for the production of new and desirable 
varieties. 

Those who have written upon the camellia, and the growth 
of seedlings, have generally stated that the warratah is the best 
variety for producing new and superior flowers. Although I 
would not presume to say they have been incorrect, I would 
observe, that, in my own practice, I have been more success- 
ful in raising fine varieties from those which are rose petaled, 
although, in many instances, but semi-double flowers, than from 
such as have full centres, as the warratah, Pomponia^ Psonf/Zd- 
ra, &c., the latter producing irregular flowers, less esteemed, 
by me, than well formed single ones. I have, however, used 
the farina of C. var. punctata, and eclipsis, on the rose petaled 
varieties, for the purpose of producing spotted flowers, with 
good success, as you will find by a reference to a previous 
number of your Magazine, (p. 23.) 

In my opinion there are but few varieties better suited for the 
purpose of seeding, than the coccinea, Middlemist's red, 
(rdsea,) and Chandleri, although the petals of the latter are 
slighly heart-shaped, and the centre not quite what could be de- 
sired; still the colours are so vivid and the foliage so fine, (which 
I always keep in view,) that I esteem it as one of the best for 
producing fine seedling varieties. I would further beg to state, 
for the information of those who have had but little experience 
in impregnating flowers, that I cut out, with a pair of sharp 
scissors, the anthers of such blossoms as I intend to im- 
pregnate, as soon as they are sufiiciently expanded to do 
so, and before they have time to burst open and discharge 
their pollen: this happens a day or two after the flowers ex- 
pand, unless the house, in which the camellias are kept, is very 
warm, when ihey burst open much sooner. I then make use 
of a camel's hair pencil, and first breathing upon it, to make 
the pollen adhere, I select from the finest varieties, as above 
named, a flower, and taking from the anthers the pollen, I 
place it upon the stigma of those flowers which have been de- 
prived of their stamens. I also find that the seeds set much 
more freely, when the thermometer is not suffered to fall below 
60° Fahrenheit, at the same time placing the plants as near the 
greatest current of air as practicable. 

Such is my practice; and if these few hints should be the 
means of producing but another fine camellia, I shall feel a great 
pleasure in having contributed my mite in the cause of floricul- 
ture. T. DUNLAP. 

Harlem, JV. F., January^ 1840. 

VOL. VI. — NO. III. 13 
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Akt. VI. Notices of new and beautiful Plants figured in 
the London Floricultural and Botanical ^Magazines; with 
Remarks on the Cultivation of many of the species^ and some 
•Account of those which it would be desirable to introduce into 
our Gardens, 

Edwards^s Botanical Register, or Ornamental Flower Garden 
and Shrubbery. Each number containing from six to eight 
plates, with additional miscellaneous information, relative to 
new Plants. In monthly numbers; 3«. plain, 38. Gd. colored. 

Paxton^s Magazine of Botany, and Register of Flowering Plants. 
£ach number containing four colored plates. Monthly. 2s. Gd. 
each. Edited by J. Paxton, gardener to the Duke of Devon- 
shire. 

The Horticultural Journal, and Royal Ladies' Magazine. In 
monthly numbers, with one or more plates; Is. each. Edited 
by George Glenny. 

The Gardener^s Gazette, and Weekly Journal of Science and 
Literature. Weekly; price Gd. each. 

Floricultural Intelligence. — A splendid work, on the Cdcti 
tribe, has been commenced in Berlin, under the direction of 
Dr. Louis Pfeiffer and M. Otto. It is an imperial quarto, 
containing eight lithographic plates, and five pages of descrip- 
tions, &.C. It is sold at the price of one dollar, in London 
or Berlin, for the plain copies, and three dollars for the col- 
ored. The drawings are all made from cultivated plants 
in the public and private collections of Berlin, Munich, Dyke, 
Erfurth, and Canel. It will be a magnificent work, and wor- 
thy of perusal by every amateur and lover of this interesting 
and grotesque tribe of plants. The first number, published 
last autumn, contains six plates, comprising the following spe- 
cies; 1. Echinocictus Sellowidna, Link etOtto; 2. Echino- 
cictus centeteria, Lehm. ; 3. Mamniillkria bicolor, Lehm. ; 4. 
Echiuopsis multiplex, Zucc; 5. Cereus Hookeri, Link et 
Otto; 6. Opuntia Salmtdna, Farm.; and O. curassdvica, 
JililL The plates are stated to be most elaborately executed, 
and exquisitely colored; the letter press copious in synonymes, 
descriptions, and directions for culture. {Gard. Mag.) 

A collection of seeds from the Cape of Good Hope has been 
received at the public garden, by a late arrival from Cape 
Town. They have been planted by Mr. Donald, and among 
them are many handsome and desirable species. 
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In making up the annexed notices, in the absence of some 
of our foreign periodicals, we are indebted to the Gardener^e 
Magazine : 

DiCOTYLEDOIfOUS, PoLYPETALOUS, PlANTS. 

Ranunculdccce. 

PLATYSTE'MON 
leincarpu4 F'Sck & Mever, An nnnnnl plant; prowlnft to the h^i^ht of a font; with yal- 
low fluwera; appennns from June to September. Flor. C»b. Vol. II. p 19^ 

A species nearly allied to P. californicus. It is a vigorous 
growing annual, freely ripening seeds. It was raised in the 
Botanic Garden, Birmingham, from seeds received from Rus- 
sia. (Flor. Cab.y Nov.) 
PapaverdcecB. 

Tapdver amcei'num is the name of a beautiful new annual 
poppy, raised in the garden of the London Horticultural So- 
ciety, from seeds sent from the north of India. The flowers 
are vermilion, with a white base. (jB. M. 22., No. 80.) 
Temstromikcex. 

CAME'LLIJS 

The show of camellias around Boston is not so splendid as 
it was last season. This does not arise from any reduction of 
the number of plants then grown, but from other circumstanc- 
es: one of the causes of a less abundant bloom is the cautious- 
ness of some amateurs in not allowing their plants to flower so 
profusely as they have heretofore done, to their great injury; 
but, in addition to this, one of the largest collections has 
changed owners, and, from the natural effect of change of 
situation, &c., the flowers have not been so numerous nor so 
fine as they were last year. In the public garden, to which 
we allude, many flowers have been expanded, and among 
them several new kinds ; these will be noticed in another 
page. 

In Mr. Sweetser's collection, now at Woburn, C.j. var. 
Gilesii, imbrickta &lba, tricolor, Vand^sia sup6rba, and V, 
c&rnea, and some others have flowered; imbricJita &lba is a 
fine variety, and a good addition to the light colored flowers; 
tricolor is singular and pretty, and a desirable plant. Gilesri is 
a very free flowerer; it somewhat resembles Chandlert, but 
the coloring is darker and richer, and the centre of the flower 
fuller of petals. Donckelaeri will also bloom early the present 
month; in addition to these, many of the older varieties are 
now finely in bloom. 

In Mr. Wilder's collection C. j. var. Donckelaeri has been 
very splendid; the plant is strong and vigorous, and the flow- 
ers were exceedingly rich and splendid: though only a semi- 
double flower, the spotting and blending of the colors are so 
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difierent from any other variety, that it will be a great favorite 
in every collection; tricolor is also now in bloom, (Feb. 14;) 
Dobilissima has flowered, and though a pretty variety, it is not 
to be considered first rate. Several other new ones will open 
in the course of the present month. 

Among our own plants C. j. var. triumphans, nobilissima, 
Gilesti, and Cunningham^s mut&bilis have flowered: the first 
named is a splendid variety; the color a rich pink, or rose, 
spotted more or less with white; the flower large and full, so 
much so as to render the bud difficult of expansion. Mr. 
Wilder has noticed this, while describing the triumphans in 
a previous number, (p. 58,) and though our plant is small, 
we think, from the fullness of the flower, it will have a tendency 
not to open freely; we placed our plant in a slightly increased 
heat, and it expanded more freely; from which circumstance, 
we imagine, it should be placed in a higher temperature to per- 
fect its flowers. Cunningham's mut4bilis is a very handsome 
flower, somewhat in the form of the ^legans. The color is a 
dark red, slightly shaded with white; the foliage is of a very 
rich, dark, glossy green, and the habit of the plant exceedingly 
neat. Donckela^rt and tricolor will both be in flower by the 
time this appears in print. C.j. Schrynmak6rsn appears to 
be only a synonyme of C. j. cordllina; Vandesta sup6rba, 
F16yn, allhseaefldra, specidsa, imbric^ta, Landr^thii, elegans, 
&c. are flowering finely, the latter expanding many most su- 
perb flowers. 
Cactdcece, 

XELOCA'CTUS depr^ssti Hook. 

Sgnonymtf Echinociictus deprd-tw Link 4b Otto. 

This is a new species, which has ^'rewarded Mr. Garden- 
er's researches in the vicinity of Pernambuco," from which 
place it was sent to the Duke of Bedford's collection, at Wo- 
burn Abbey. The flower is at present unknown, but is sup- 
posed to be small and red, like those of other melocacti; the 
plants had blossomed ' 'freely, previous to their having been 
embarked; and after their arrival copious seed vessels were 
produced, long, and of a delicate rose color, which, rising in a 
circle considerably above the crown of red aculei, presented 
an appearance perhaps more striking than the flowering them- 
selves. {BoL Mag. J Nov.) 

EPIPHVLLUM 
EufpelMunum Hook. The Duke q/ BedfwtPe. A green^boUM ipeciei; with pink flowen; 
appearing in April and May. Bot. Mag. ;r7I7. 

This species is common on the mossy stems of trees, and 
also occasionally upon rocks, among the Organ mountains. 
It is nearly related to the C. trunc^ta, but grows at a much 
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greater elevation. It was sent to the Duke of Bedford by 
Mr* Gardener, and is now added to his splendid collection. 
(Bot. Mag.y April.) 

ECHINOCA'CTUS 

Sedim Jlort, Btr»l. BtYiom Echinocictus. A hothoiite species ; with pale fellow and 

scirlet flowers appeiiring in April. A ntitive of BraxU. fioU Res«, lb39. 94. 
SynonjfHu: Ofcctus Scdpa Link\ C^reus S^dpa Dee, 

A curious species of this curious genus, with pale yellow 
6owers, with a scarlet centre. It is called the broom cactus, 
from having the base of its stem so long and stiff, as somewhat 
to resemble a scrubbing brush. The drawing was taken from 
a specimen which flowered in the splendid collection of Mr. 
Harris, of Kingsbury. {Bot. Reg,j May.) 
Onogrdcece. 

FU'CHSM ' 

eyiliidricea Lijtffi. cylin^rleal-JUrteered fiichBXn, A ireen-house pinnt, crowing two feet 
bighf with scarlet flowers appe irin^ in August. A native of .Vf exico. Bot. Reg., 14t)(r. 

This is a splendid species, with long cylindrical flowers, 
very showy. Dr. Lindley remarks, in describing this species, 
that the female flowers of the genus Fuchsta are less showy 
than the male, not being half their size. He also observes, that 
some plants have all their flowers male, and others all female. 
{Bot. Reg., Dec.) 

Many new varieties of fuchsia have been obtained from 
seed by the means of artificial impregnation. A correspond- 
ent of the Gard. Mag. states, that he has raised some '^splen- 
did new varieties between the F. fulgens and F. grandifldra. 
The plants partake much of the character of F. fulgens, in 
respect to flower, foliage, and habit; being strong growers, free 
flowerers, and having every shoot with a terminating panicle, 
or bunch of large handsome flowers." All who have seen 
these hybrids, allow them to be superior to any that have yet 
been produced. Six of these have been named and described 
as follows: — 

F. majistica. — Flower, including the foot stalk, four and a 
half inches long; flower two inches across; strong growing, 
foroad and fine foliage. 

F. fulgida supirba. — Flowers three and a half inches long; 
very compact; foliage large, dark green; a neat grower. 

F. multifldra ericta. — Flowers three inches long; plant a 
neat grower; a very abundant flowerer, with neat foliage. It 
received an extra prize at the North Riding Horticultural So- 
ciety, in July last. 

F. grandxfiora maxima. — Flower five and a half inches long, 
and two in diameter; splendid large foliage, and the plant with 
an elegant habit. 

F. styldsa conspicua. — Flower three and a half inches long; 
globular. 
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F: pendula term%ndl%$. — Flower two inches long; dwarf 
habit, broad foliage, pendulantj and terminating in large clus- 
ters of flowers. 

These must be most valuable additions to this beautiful tribe, 
so generally neglected by our amateur cultivators. We hope ' 
that some of the above will find their way into our collections, 
and, by their elegance, induce cultivators to give more atten- 
tion to their growth. F. fulgens has already flowered in some 
collections around Boston and New York, and grandifidra, 
and some other species, are old inhabitants of our green- 
houses. The success which has attended the production of 
new varieties, as above described, we trust will induce those 
who possess the fulgens and any other species, to try hybrid- 
ization between them, in order to produce new varieties. 
Some fine flowers may be the result. 
Thymeldce<B. 

PIMELE A 
llenderi6ni Grnhnm, Mr. Henderson's Pimele«. A green bouse pisnt; with fink flow- 
er!4: i^ruwiriK two Teet h)zh; Nppearing in July. A native of King George U Sound, 
lucre ised by cuttings. Bot. Mag., 37il. 

Another beautiful species, which Dr. Graham thinks should 
be placed between P. decuss&ta and P. r6sea. It forms a 
neat shrub, with a profusion of beautiful pink blossoms, and 
will be a fine acquisition to green-house collections. Raised 
by Mr. Henderson, of Edinburgh, from seeds received from 
King George's Sound, in 1837. {Bot. Mag,y April.) 

P. proslrdta is the name of a new species lately introduced, 
and called in the nurseries P. N6vae Zel&ndiae. It is said to 
be a native of arid mountains in New Zealand. (JB. M. A., 
No. 81, July.) 
Rosacea;. 

POTENTI'LLA femiglnes. Pax. Mag. Bot., Vol. V., 833. 

A new hybrid between P. alrosanguinea and P. ped&ta. 
The flowers are of a deep orange, richly tinted with dark 
brown: the foliage resembles P. ped&ta. Raised from seed 
about three years since. {Pax. Mag. Bot.^ Nov.) 
Leguminbsfz. 

Mimosa margindla Dec. is noticed as a ^'shrubby plant, half 
hardy, prostrate, and producing long slender shoots, which 
have an elegant appearance, if allowed to hang down from the 
rafters of a green-house." The flowers are purple, and on 
long peduncles. It is a free growing species, and is readily 
and rapidly increased, as the branches, if suffered to rest on 
the ground, in the open border, throw out roots at every joint. 
It is sold under the names of M. mexic&na, sc&ndens, and 
prostrkia. (JB. M. Jl., Nov., No. 152.) 
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CBORCyZEMA Dickidni, R. 6. Mr. Dickson's choroztma. Botanist, 101. 

A species with larger flowers than most others of the genus. 
The flowers are scarlet and yel!ow. It was raised from seed 
received from Swan river, {Botanist^ Feb.) 

vdrium Bentk, various leaved Choroaama. Bot. Rag., 49, 1839. 

Another elegant and showy species, with orange and crim- 
son flowers, and greenish-grey foliage. Introduced from 
Swan river in 1837. It is a vigorous growing plant, and 
cuttings of the half ripened wood root readily. {Bot, Reg.^ 
Sept.) 

C Henchmdnii is now in bloom in Mr. Towne's collection. 

Hariisa Lindl. Mr. Harris'i inga. A climbing creen-bouse vhnib ; growing twenty 
feet liigli: witli pink flowers appeiring in Pebruiirr. A native of Mexico: intro- 
duced in 1838. Increaaad by cuttings; grown in loam, peat, and aand. Bot. Reg., 
41, 1839. 

A very elegant climbing shrub, with beautiful flowers, pro- 
duced in great abundance. It flourishes best in a temperature 
rather above that of a common green-house, and delights in a 
rich, fresh soil, formed of good loam and peat, and about one 
fourth fine sand. Imported from Mexico by Thomas Harris, 
Esq., of Kingsbury, after wliom it is named. {Bot. Jttg.y 
Aug.) 

ZI'CHYjfl Baron Hngel. 

The genus Zichya has been formed out of the old genus 
Kenn^dya, in compliment to the Princess Metternich, whose 
maiden name was Countess Molly Zichy Ferraris. The fol- 
lowing old and well known species of Kenn^dya, consequent- 
ly, should be recorded under the genus Zichya, viz., dilitkta, 
glabr^ta, and coccinea. {Bot. Reg.j Sept.) 

FortuldcecR. 
Vortuldca grandiftbra var. rutila. This is a brilliant vari- 
ety, with very large, bright, crimson flowers, and "large, cy- 
lindrical leaves." P. grandifldra and Gilli^sti have been no- 
ticed previously, (Vol. V., p. 383,) and this will be another 
fine addition to collections. 

"Rutdcex. 

CORK JEjS ferruginea Ho^k, ferragineons cornea. Botanist, 194. 

A genuine species fi'om Van Diemen's Land, where it was 
discovered by Major Dunn. It forms a handsome shrub, with 
elegant foliage. The flowers are greenish while, and large 
and well shaped. It will be a good species for hybridizing 
with the speci6sa. {Botanisty June.) 
Oxalidacex. 

O'XALId Darreiliaiia Dr. DarTeiPsozatls. FloralCnbinet, No 93. 

A delicate species, shy in producing flowers, and still more 
shy in expanding them. It has a tuberous creeping root. 
The flowers are white, bordered withered, but nothing is said 
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of the season of flowering, or the mode of treating the plants. 
{Floral Cabinet, March.) 

O. cernua, rosacae^a, and versicolor are now blooming pro- 
fusely in our collection, and are pretty ornaments at this sea- 
son of the year. We regret that they are not more generally 
cultivated. 

DiCOTTLEDONOUS, MoNOPETALOUS, PlANTS. 

itricdcecR. 

JERVCA p8eudo-ve!<tUa Bot. hybrid cloUied heatb. Botenlst, No. 104. 

A pretty hybrid with pink flowers, appearing in May. It 
was raised from seed by Mr. Williams, gardener to John Wil- 
more, Esq.: it is probably from seed of jE. vesiita. (Bot- 
anist, Jan.) 

AZA'LEA, 

The following new varieties of Azklea indica are enume- 
rated in the Gardener^ Magazine, as being in the coUectioD 
of Baron Zanoli and M. Ulrich, near Milan, viz: — 

A. iDdica elkta fl. pi. A. i. Mazeppa 

eialmon colored neriif6lia 

— — ccerul^scens Pr6s»ii 

sijp^rba di]kplez Rawlins6n»a 

caryophyllea rotundif6lia 

D'lkna sup^rba vendsta 

H6okert Simsjdna ^legans 

while Perfection speciosUsima 

• Woodfordidna tritiiDphans ptilehra 

lictea floribunda 

We presume varieties under these names, may be purchas- 
ed of the French nurserymen. 
Epacriddce<B. 

ETACRIS impr^-^a parvifl^ra IdndL Small flowered Epacris. Bat Reg., 1§, 1837. 

A variety with deep red flowers, so abundant as to be very 
beautiful. The variety was received from New Holland, un- 
der the name of £. ruscif61ia. It is a fine addition to the 
tribe. {Bot. Reg,, April.) 

impr^i^a (?) cocclnea Par, Scarlet Bpicria. P.ixt. Mag. Bot . Vol. IV.. p. 133. 

A hybrid variety, with scarlet flowers and yellow anthers, 
raised, probably, from the seed of R. impr^ssa, by the gar- 
dener of Alderman Copeland, of Leyton, in Essex. Its 
showy scarlet flowers will add much to the brilliancy of the 
group of which the genus is now composed. {Pax. Mag. 
Bot., July.) 

Campanuldcem. 

BOE'LL./f 

^ia^ana Pax. Elei^nt Roella. Pax. Mag. Bot., Vol. VI., S7. 

An elegant little species, requiring the temperature of the 
hot-house, in which situation it will flower throughout the win- 
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ter months. It grows about one foot high, with pink flowers. 
It should be kept in a small pot on a dry shelf, by which 
treatment it will bloom and seed freely. {Pax, Mag. Bot.^ 
March.) 

LobeUkceiB. 

LOBi?LM ramdsa Ben^A. Branching lobelia. Botanist, No. 93. 

A free growing, perennial species, with dark blue flowers, 
attaining to the height of two feel. It was raised in the garden 
of the London Horticultural Society, from seed received from 
Swan river, by Capt. Mangles. It remains in flower, in 
great beauty, from June to October, and grows very freely, 
both planted singly or in beds. It also continues to flower for 
a long time after being gathered and placed in a room. It re- 
quires the protection of a frame or green-house, during win- 
ter. This species will form a pretty companion to petunias, 
verbenas, &c., when planted in beds or groups. (Boianisty 
Nov.) 

CompdsitecR. 

BELICHRYSUM macrinthiim Bentk. Large flowered Helichrysnm. Rot. Reg., 58, 1839. 

A beautiful annual from Swan river, and said to have been 
first brought to Europe by the Baron Von Hugel, who first 
raised plants of it in his garden, near Vienna. It somewhat 
resembles the common white variety of the H, bracteitum, 
(eternal flower,) but the flowers are much larger, and of a 
rich cream color, rather than pure white; and the petals have 
beautiful rosy tips. It is stated to require to be kept in the 
green-house. 7^here is, however, but little doubt that, in our 
climate, it will, by early sowing, produce as fine flowers in 
the open border, as the common white. (Bat. Reg. and 
Pax. Mag. Bat. for Dec.) 

8TE*VM faacicul4ri8 Dec. Close headed Stevia. fiot. Reg., 59. 1839. 

Like the odoruta, it is a pretty, sweet scented green-house 
plant, growing a foot high, with cymes of white. flowers. It 
is a native of Mexico, and the seeds were imported by G. F. 
Dickson, and presented to the London Horticultural Society. 
{Bot. Reg., Nov.) 

Centaurea pulchra, Dec. A beautiful new annual, under 
this name, was raised in the London Horticultural Society's 
Garden last year, from seeds collected in the north of India, 
by Dr. Falconer. The flowers are deep blue, inclining to 
violet in the centre, with a silvery involucre. {B. M. R.j 
J^o. 84, .Tuly.) 

Cinerdria frdgrans is now in bloom in our collection. It is 
nearly, if not quite, as fragrant as the heliotrope. It grows 
about two and a half feet high, producing large heads of pale 

VOL. VI. — NO. Ill, 14 
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blue flowers. It is one of the most desirable species, being 
beauiiful as well as fragrant. 
Gcsnfcriicea;. 

GESNEUiy i «iiictA Hook &, Jim, Upright Gesnera. Bot. Ma^, 3739. 

A handsome species from South Brazil, with scarlet flow- 
ers; resembling in habit the G. spectrum of Martius, but with 
very different shaped flowers, the corolla having a reniarkable 
curvature on the upper side, and following in its direction; the 
style is singularly geniculated at its base. Sent by Mr. Twee- 
die to the Glasgow Botanical Garden, and flowered in 1835i. 
{Bot. Mag., July.) 

MArchtt WRiles Mr. March's. Bot. Mag., 3744. 

A distinct species, producing an abundance of rather pale 
[scarlet] and rather small flowers. It was found in the Or- 
gan mountains. It is a tuberous rooted species, requiring the 
temperature of the green-house. [Bot. Mag.^ Aug.) 

GLOXI'iNM m&xiniaf crca'e$tGIoxinin. Pax. Mag. of Bot., Vol. V., 219. 

A hybrid, raised in the Epsom Nursery, between G. Candi- 
da and G. spinosa. It has a very large white flower, with a 
stain of mazarine blue or purple in the mouth of the corolla. 
{Pax. Mag. of Bot., Nov.) 

MONOCOTYLEDONOUS PlANTS. 

Iridtiz. 

UA'RICA fr&cllia fT, Herb. Slender marica. Bof. M.if. 3713. 

An elegant species, a native of Brazil, from whence it was 
sent to the collection of the late Duke of Bedford. It bears 
the most resemblance to M. Northi'dna, but is much more slen- 
der, and with smaller flowers. Grown in the green-bouse. 
{Bot. Mag. J March.) 



Art. VII. ^otes on Gardens and Nurseries. 

Country residence of T. Lee, Esq., Brookline, Sept. 1839. — 
Since we noticed Mr. Lee's place, in the fall of 1836, there 
has been quite a change in the aspect of the grounds. The 
American shrubs, many of which had then but just been plant- 
ed, had now attained the size of large bushes, and were loaded 
with flower buds for another year. The plants of the -Rho- 
dodendron maximum, Kalmia latif61ia, Magnolia glauca, &c., 
are the finest cultivated specimens we have ever seen. Mr, 
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Lee spends a greater portion of his time in efforts to introduce ' 
all the beautiful American shrubs and plants into his grounds, 
and he has been most signally successful in his cultivation of 
the numerous species which abound in his collection. 

Back of the house, at the time we were here before, Mr. 
Lee was cutting away and thinning out the trees of a dense 
piece of wood w^hich he had added to his grounds. This has 
been so judiciously executed, that it is now one of the most in- 
teresting parts of the place. A walk has been laid out around 
it; this in some places leads over and along the highest parts, 
from which fine views are obtained of the surrounding country; 
in others it descends into the lower parts, amid groups of rhodo- 
dendrons, kalmias, and fine flowering plants, along shady walks 
and under portions of the wood, from whence the house and 
lawn in front, as well as the higher parts of the grounds, are 
seen to great advantage. Rustic seats are erected in several 
places, and the walk is thus rendered one of the most inter- 
esting features of the grounds. 

The green-house was undergoing alterations and improve- 
ments: it was extended to twice its former size; a span-roofed 
addition was made; in this Mr. Lee had just had erected a pit 
in which he intends to plant roses; his collection of this beauti- 
ful flower embraces all the finest varieties, mostly budded up- 
on the Boursault, or four seasons — which stock Mr. Lee thinks 
well adapted for that purpose; the Noisette rose, known as the 
Adelaide d'Orleans, aJso makes a vigorous stock. On one 
Boursault stock, Mr. Lee has now budded the yellow tea, 
blush tea, yellow Noisette, and one or two other sorts; the 
beautiful specimens which he has from time to time exhibited 
at the rooms of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society have 
been noticed in our reports. No cultivator has excelled Mr. 
Lee, and the means which he has now taken to increase his 
collection will enable him to produce still finer specimens than 
any which he has heretofore shown. Mr. Lee pointed out to 
us, as we were leaving, a lot of rhododendrons and kalmias, 
which were planted out in August. They were taken from 
the native habitats at that time, and immediately planted by Mr. 
Lee in places which had been previously well prepared by 
digging, &c.; the roots were also immediately mulched with 
leaves, &c. to keep the ground moist, and no check which 
could be perceived, was made in their growth. At this period 
they looked as fresh and vigorous as those .which had been 
planted out a year or more. Mr. Lee is decidedly of opinion, 
that August is the most favorable period for setting out these 
plants. 
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A variety of new annuals and several American plants, 
which are rarely seen out of their native places, were blooming 
near the house, but we were prevented from noticing them at 
this time. 

Residence of S. G. Perkins^ F4sq. — Mr. Perkins is well known 
as one of our most zealous cultivators of fine fruits. His forc- 
ing houses, for the cultivation of the grape, are of considera- 
ble extent, and large crops are produced every season. At 
this time, very few grapes were remaining upon the vines, as 
ihey are forced early, and were nearly all cut. 

In the open ground, the show of pears was very fine. We 
noticed some of the largest and most beautiful specimens of 
the Duchess d'Angouleme, on espaliers, that we have ever 
seen. Standard trees, and dwarfs of other sorts, have pro- 
duced in abundance, but Mr. Perkins not being at home, we 
could not ascertain the names. At some future period, we 
hope to notice, at some length, this excellent collection of 
fruits. 

Mr. Winchesler^Sy Franklin street^ Boston^ Jan, 1840. — 
The green-house attached to Mr. Winchester's garden, is now 
one of the finest structures of the kind in the city. It was 
rebuilt in the fall of 1838, and is twice as large as its original 
dimensions. It is also well stocked with a good collection of 
plants. The camellias were just coining into bloom, and a- 
mong them were several fine varieties. Several rhododen- 
drons were swelling their buds; heaths, and other plants, were 
blooming profusely, and a fine display of flowers would be pre- 
sented in a few days. Mr. Winchester is mostly his own gar- 
dener, and the plants were in fine condition under his man- 
agement. We wish that there were more such green-houses 
attached to the gardens in the city. During our long and 
dreary winter is the period when flowers are most welcome, 
and the gratification to be derived from even the smallest struc- 
ture, devoted to plants, will well repay the small cost of the 
building. Mr. Winchester's is connected with his dwel- 
ling, and is entered from a ball leading from the main rooms 
of the house. 

Mr, Toione'5, Snowhill street^ Feb. 4lh, — We have never 
had the pleasure of visiting Mr. Towne's collection, when we 
have found it in so beautiful condition. Nothing can excel the 
vigor and elegance of the heaths, which are completely 
clothed with foliage, from the base of the stem to the tops of 
the branches. Mr. Towne may indeed be said to have carri- 
ed the culture of this lovely group to a high degree of excel- 
ence; to say that the plants present a better appearance than 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J^otes an Oardens and ^urstriet. 109 

any others we have ever seen, would not convey any correct 
idea of their vigor, health and beauty. They must be seen to 
be appreciated, for without an examination of the plants, it 
would not be believed, from the specimens which are generally 
seen, that the heath could be grown in such perfection. We 
have ourselves been somewhat familiar with growing heaths, still 
we could scarcely believe that the plants could be grown to the 
size of many of Mr. Towne's specimens, and at the same time 
covered with foliage and flowers. A plant of £rica tubifldra, 
and one of pubescens, each at least six feet high, and grown 
to that size in the short space of three years, were covered 
with thousands of flowers. 

We have in a previous volume (IV., p. 243,) given a list 
of the principal species which Mr. Towne has in his collec- 
tion. Since that period he has added a few new ones, but 
none of them were now in bloom. Among those which were 
in flower, which we thought fine, may be noticed the follow- 
ing: — JB. Bonjilandia, a vigorous species, with deep green 
foliage, rather the deepest and richest of any in the collection, 
and yellow, tubular, flowers, in long spikes, clothing the main 
stem for more than eighteen inches in length; E, rubida is 
constantly in bloom, and even the smallest plants flower freely; 
E, cifFra (?) one or two large specimens of, were literally 
white with their snowy corols; a seedling plant, probably a va- 
riety of E. arb6rea, with fragrant, vanilla scented, white flow- 
ers, was very fine. E. Pinea bad been splendid, but was now 
passing oflT; gracilis, and some others, were also blooming pro- 
fusely. 

The epacrises have been among the most graceful orna- 
ments of the collection, during the first part of the season. 
Numerous plants of £. grandiflora and impressa had been ex- 
ceedingly fine, with their delicate flowers almost covering eve- 
ry part of the plants; a few lingering blooms of impressa were 
to be seen in all their freshness, but the beauty of the plants 
was past. Besides these, E. palludosa, (not the one generally 
cultivated by that name in collections,) variabilis, and one or 
two others, had been in flower. Mr. Towne is ^equally as 
successful in the growth of the epacris, a plant which has been 
considered, even by the most skilful cultivators, as difficult to 
manage, as the heath. The growth which many young plants 
have made, not yet a year old, is astonishing. His able article 
in our last volume (V., p. 376,) is one of the best and most val- 
uable papers we have ever published, and to the lover of the 
heath and epacris is worth five times the amount of the price of 
our Magazine. The camellias were also blooming well; among 
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them C.var. elegans, specidsa, double striped, Welb&nkia, &c. 
Zichya coccinea, Gnidia pinifolia, LechenaJilua form6sa, 
Eriost^mon cuspiditum (elegant,) Polygala grandiflora, .Aca- 
cia verticillJita, and many other plants, were blooiuing abun- 
dantly. We had not time to note down all the pretty things, 
and if we had done so, it would not have been in our power 
to speak of them all at this lime. We have not enjoyed so 
rich a treat for some time. 

Conservatory of the Public Garden, — It is now nearly, or 
quite, a year, since this place was opened: what success has 
attended its establishment, ending the year, we are not inform- 
ed; but we believe it has been as well supported as could have 
been expected. Since last spring, considerable alterations 
and additions have been made, some of which we have noticed. 
Two reserve houses, for bringing forward plants, have been 
erected on the west side of the conservatory, which are now 
filled with plants. The angles which form thfe square of the 
building, from whence the domical roof commences, have 
been also glazed, and now serve as separate apartments, by 
means of divisions, for difTereni plants. The arrangements for 
showing the plants, remain the same. 

There has been a very good display of camellias through the 
winter, and some of the large standard plants have flowered pro- 
fusely. Among those of more recent introduction, which have 
flowered, we observed, at a late visit, C. var. Gilestt, which 
we have noticed in another page, and picturkta, something 
like eclipsis. Some large acacias were flowering finely, and 
presented a superb appearance, with their golden, 'plume-Iikci 
blossoms, waving over the surrounding plants. How beautiful 
are some of the species! pubescens is one of the most deli- 
cate, and decurrens one of the most brilliant of the tribe. ^If 
they could be made to produce their flowers freely, before 
they attain to such a size, what valuable plants they would be 
for small collections. 

One of the most attractive features of the conservatory is 
the great variety of birds which have been collected together 
from various sources. Many new species have been added, 
and the number is now quite large. The places in which 
they are kept, are a kind of aviaries, in the rear of the area for 
plants. 

The plants are in a very good condition, considering the 
unsuiiableness of the house for growing them: the camellias 
being the principal objects, the conservatory, at this season, 
presents the most interesting appearance. A few fine rho- 
dodendrons are about flowering, and, when in bloom, will add 
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much to the beauty of the exhibition. To all our city friends, 
this collection must afford an excellent opportunity for viewing 
some of the newest and most choice camellias and other 
plants. 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Abt. I. Foreign Notices, 
ENGLAND. 

New method of forcing Strawberries, — Ac a meeting of the Lon- 
don Horticultural Society last spring, a Bnnkj^in medal was preitent- 
ed to Mr. Robert Erringtoii, gardener to Sir P. de M. Grey Egerton, 
Bart., M. P., at Oulton Park, in Cheshire, for his fine specimens of 
forward strnwberrieH. As Mr. Errington's method is different from 
that of any other rukivator, which we have ever heard, and appears 
to have been attended with much succes.s, we are induced to copy 
the same, for the information of our readers. 

**The ruuners 1 use are obtained from the forced plants of the 
previous season. For this purpose I reserve all the best pots when 
they are taken out of the house after gathering the crop, and by 
sheltering them in frames for a few weeks, so as to preserve and 
ripen their foliage, they produce both fruit and runners m abundance 
in September. 

"After B few weeks' protection, they are turned out of their pots 
into rich soil, in the course of the month of May, by which time the 
growing principle is stopped; and it may he observed, that the cir- 
cumstance of taking them out of their feeders, or pans, which had 
become full of their fibres, combined with the drop of temperature 
they sustain, in their removal from the houses to the cold frame, is 
sufficient to put them instantly to rest, and bring on an artificial win- 
ter, as far as the maturation and rest of the newly organized bud is 
concerned. The runners are taken from the plants in the autumn, 
and planted in a reserve bed, as thick as they can stand together, for 
the winter. I must here digress, to observe that the advantage 
which the runners of forced plants possess over the common garden 
runners, is two-fold. In the first place, the runners of the forced 
plants, being produced later, are smaller, and much less disposed to 
blossom, consequently, have more of the growing: principle in ihem, 
and are, in my opinion, more anulognus to a seedling; and, secondly, 
in point of size, for the plant cannot be too small, if it have a leiif 
and a root. In the be^^inning of April, I prepare ground for their 
reception and cultivation. I choose my ground in the lightest and 
most exposed situation which the kitchen garden afford.^, in fact, 
there must be no shade of any kind near them; the ground must 
also be solid, that is to say, ground which has not been stirred for 
months; my object being to produce early growth, early rest, and a 
fibrous surface root. The ground is dressed with the rotteiiest dung 
the place affords, well mixed in with a fork, about four inches deep. 
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(by no me.nn<i more.) I plnce the runners in lines, twenty inches 
apart, and allow eiifhteen inched between plant and plant, in the row« 
Nothin;; now is requisite hut to keep them clean through the summer, 
well watered for a month or so, and to cut away all runners and 
blossoms as they appear. In the middle of Auu'ust, by which time 
they are stronj; plants, I commence a series of checks, intended to 
drive the plant into an early and decided rest. A laborer, with a 
spade, cuts within a foot of the plants all alonj^ the row, on lK)th 
sides. If this does not cause them to flag in a hot sun, the cutting 
is repeated in a wef*k, and perhaps a third time, cutting nearer the 
plant each time, until finally within six inches. However, be it un- 
derstood, the extent of this checking process depends entirely on the 
character of the summer, ami the slate of the plant. If a hot, dry- 
summer, perchance they may not require it; but, for early forcing, 
the plant must be got to rest early in the autumn, and by rest I mean 
the entire ceasing of the production of young leaves in |he heart of 
the plant, and the browning, or spotting, of all the larger leaves. 

"In the early part of September, I pot them in what is called 
about London, the No. 24. I reduce the ball of earth very liberally, 
and trim the roots in with a knife. The pots are drained with a mix- 
ture of old tan, quite rough, half rotten dung, and coarse sand. 
The soil I use is composed of three parts of yellow loam sod, almost 
as adhesive as clay, but mellowed with age, and one part of rich rot- 
ten dung, adding a good sprinkling of fine bone-dust. As soon as 
potted, they are placed behind a north wall, and sprinkled occasion- 
ally with water. They remain here about a week or ten days, in 
fact, until I can ascertain that they are making new roots; they are 
then removed to a hot gravel walk before a south border, where 
they remain till the last week in October. While in this situation, 
they are watered occasionally, but not too freely, just enough to keep 
them from flagging. In the end of October, they are plunged be- 
hind a north wall, completely in the shade, and from this moment I 
date the commencement of their winter; their large, strong leaves 
are now of a coppery and mottled brown, and begin to drop down 
on the pots. In fact, every thing indicates the most perfect maturity 
of the bud. When I want to commence forcing, I move a portion 
of them into a slow, moist frame heat, of from 40^ to 50^, and 1 may 
here observe, that the more gradually they are started the better, 
but by all means, in a moist warmth. When I perceive the flower 
stem, I introduce them to the back shelves in the houses, placing 
roomy feeders or pans under them, half filled with the following 
compost, viz. three parts rotten horse dung, one part sandy loam, 
one part old tan in little knobs or lumps, two parts coarse sand; the 
pots being placed particularly firm and level on this, little now is 
wanted, but regular watering; the thermometer, however, is by no 
means allowed to rise above 65° in the day, and 55° at night, until 
the first bloom opens, except in suns^hine, and the floors are kept sat- 
urated with moisture, with, at all possible opportunities, abundance 
of air. As to setting the blossoms, I endeavor to get the house up to 
70® artificial heat, from diiyliijht until near noon, by which time I 
have a perfei-tly dry atmosphere, and the farina in a most subtle 
state. I then open the sashes front and back, and obtain a lively 
circulation of air for an hour or so. I then tnke all the air away, 
and, towards three or four o'clock, syringe them overhead, and wa- 
ter the floors and flues for the nij^ht. The next part of the process 
is thinniog out the berries when they begin to swell off; my crops 
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iet io abuodantly by the above method, that I am compelled to thin 
awny at least one hnlf with the BciMors. I li^ave from fourteen to 
twenty berries on each pot, and immediately this thinning is com- 
pleted; I increase my heat to 70° by day, and 60° by night, shutting 
up the house on sunn^ days as hiuh as 90°, with heavy Ryringing, 
and floors saturated wnb wet. I use liquid manure from the time 
the first flower opens, until the fruit turns color, diluting it with one 
half clean water in a tepid state, observing to use clean water alter- 
nately with dung water, as I find by experience, that it is absolutely 
neceswary at nil times, or stagnation ensues; and I may here observe 
that this is the reason why, as I think, many are deceived in their 
expectations with re;;ard to liquid manure. When my strawlierries 
are ripening, I withhold wntcr almost entirely, more especially for 
many nours previous to each gathering, observing to give abundance 
of air by day, and, if possil>le, a little at night, as on this their flavor 
most materially depends. When they begin to color, I lower the 
temperature of the houses, as the slower they ripen the finer the 
fruit will he, and the richer the flavor, taking care, however, not to 
starve them. 

**Those who have not been accustomed to this mcKle, may proba« 
bly be prejudiced at the appearance of so much care and trouble. I 
can assure them, however, that it is not so troublesome as it appears 
at first sight; it is only otiserving the proper times of conducting the 
diflerent processes, which, if attended to, will infallibly produce 
abundant crops of unusually large strawberries. Of course, no red 
spiders or aphides are allowed to rest a day on the plants; one com- 
plete fumigating, and a day's sulphuring when the blossoms of the 
earliest crop are rising, are all the care I take in thi^ respect; and 
this carries ine through the strawberry season." {Gard, Mag-) 

The plants are grown on the back nhelf of two houses, whose re- 
spective lengths are thirty feet; each house holds thirty-two potSj 
making sixty-four in all, and the shelf is close to the roof. 

The following is a statement of the produce of the sixty-four pots 
on the two shelves, viz: "Each pot averaged fourteen strawberries; 
each shelf contained thirty-two pots. From three to four strawber- 
ries averaged an ounce. Thus 32X14ss44d-=-4=sn2 oz. the produce 
of each shelf." The two shelves producing S^ oz., or 14 lbs. of 
strawberries. At 2#. sterling per ounce, the prices which strawber- 
ries bring in Covent Garden Market, is i&'i2 Ss., or about $100. 

The weii;ht of a quart of strawberries is probably about one pound. 
The sixty-four pots would thus give fourteen quarts of strawberries, 
which, at two dollars per pint, the price, which we doubt not straw- 
berries would command, in April, is sixty-four dollars, or one dollar 
for the product of every pot. We have no doubt that forced straw- 
berries would command a good sale in our market at the above price, 
and yield a handsome profit to the cultivator.— -££?.] 



Art. II. Domeitie Notices, 



Fruit huds of Peach trees destroyed.—The fruit buds of nearly all 
my peach trees are destroyed, and where I should have had a thou- 
sand baskets of peaches, if the season had been favorable, I shall not 
have ten. 

fOL. vi.-**NO. III. J 5 
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Ifany ofjroiircorreBpondeotB can pve the reason how it iatfaat 

reaches, apricots, &c. arc often killed in the flower bud, ae mine are, 
should be exceedingly pleased to hear them through your pages. 
Perhaps if we could arrive at the true cause of their destruction, we 
might apply some remedy. Again, 1 should be glad to learn how far 
north and south the flower buds have been killed the present season. 
I find that my trees, in some situations and exposures, have a great 
many of the buds uninjured, while, on those in other places, there is 
not one live fruit bud. 1 notice that in the most elevated and expos- 
ed situations they suffer less than in protected places. I trust some 
of your able correspondents will give us their ideas upon this subject. 
— r. Hancodc, Burlington, N. JT, Feb. 1840. 



Art. III. Betro^eetive Critieum, 

The Indian Chry$anthefnum*\3 spoken of, as being forced into ao 
earl^ and premature bloom, and in this condition exhibited before the 
Pans Horticultural Society, during the months of May and July, 
(Vol. VI., p. 70.) Justice to an ingenious Hnd excellent florist, well 
known to every amateur in the vicinity of Boston, demands ^he right 
of a previous claim to this discovery; the more especially as the sub- 
ject was not the slow expanding Indian, but the early autumnal vari- 
ety of the Chinese chrysanthemum. The Indian chrysanthemum is 
the most tardy of this group of plants, in producing its bloom. It 
seems to require a higher temperature than its co-species. Mid- 
winter usually occurs before its pretty golden or white globular blos- 
soms enliven the green-house. Plants struck late from cuttings, or 
retarded in the cooler parts of the green-house, we have no doubt 
might be made to produce fine flowers at a ver}' advanced period be* 
yond their regular time, by having on hand a corps du reserve to in- 
troduce into the hot-house, or to receive the acceleration of mcreased 
heat towards spring. 

Something like ten years since, we were most kindly presented 
with a beautiful plant of Chinese chrysanthemum, we think it was 
the ynriety paper white^ in full and most luxuriant bloom in the month 
of May. It was one of several, struck late the previous autumn 
from cuttings, and grown during the winter on a shelf near the glass 
on the back wall of the green-house. The donor and cultivator was 
Mr. D. Haggerston, at present at the bead of the splendid conserva- 
tory and grounds of Mr. J. P. Cushing, VVatertown, then, in a 
course of experiments on the culture of the foreign vine in the open 
air, at the Vineyard on Bunker Hill, Chnrlestown. From the perfect 
success of this interesting experiment, we see no obvious difficulty in 
flowering the Indian chrysanthemum, and presume that a similar 
course would produce the same result. 

It would be well to add, for the information of some of your read- 
ers not familiar with descriptive botany, that the Indian and Chinese 
chrysanthemums are distinct species. The former is a very small 
group, viz. the original type with yellow flowers, and its variety with 
white. The style of growth is peculiar. The foliage is more com- 
pact, and of a dark rich green. The height is moderate. The flow- 
ers are more urnl»elled, on stiff peduncles. Each blossom is small, 
nearly globular, and the contour of inflorescence like the double fever- 
fugc,'(Pyrdthrum parthduium fl. pi.) Being a late bloomerj it is sei- 
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dom growD, unless by the more curious in plants: the ordinary tem- 
perature of the green-house being insufficient to expand its buds. 
The finest we have ever seen were under the culture of J. W. Rus- 
sell, superintendent of Mount Auburn. No one who ever saw both 
kinds, the yellow and white well grown, who would not admire its 
rare beauty. 

Of Chinese chrysanthemums, a descriptive catalogue of those 
known in England and this countrv* in the year ldd5, has been pub- 
lished in the first volume of this Magazine, (pp. 138, 146.) Since, 
many new and beautiful American seedlings have been raised by a 
Mr. Kilvington, of Philadttlpbia, and ofiTered for sale by Mackenzie 
Sl Buchanan, florists of that city. We have seen none of them, but 
we believe that they are the irst plants of the sori ever reared from 
the seed in this country. 

The chrysanthemum, like other florist's flower?, seems to have had 
its day. Fashion may, (lerhaps, again introduce it to general notice, 
and restore it to that rank, whinh it deservedly holds as the beauty of 
the declining year. — Juaiieia Fiat. 

Information wanted ! — The Standing Committee on Flowers of the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society awarded, not long since, two of 
the three prizes offered as premiums by T. Lee, Esn.,on native flnw- 
•ers. By referring to the conditions as publis^hed in Vol. V., p. 157, **For 
ihe best exhibition during the season at their hall, of the native plants 
of New England, wherever grown^*^ &c- what does wherever grown 
signify? If it implies culiivationj we fear the distribution of the priz- 
es was unauthorized. He who growi a plant, or a plant grown, are 
iiorticultural terms, implying culture. If this, the technical meaning, 
was the intention of the gentleman who instituted the prizes, we could 
point out one, and one onl^, who has fulfilled the spirit if nut the let- 
ter of the supposed intention of a measure, calculateii **to bring into 
cultivation 'native plants,' tlie pride of our woods and meadows— so 
justly valued abroad, and so long neglected at home."? 



Art« IV. J\ia$$aehfuett$ Hortietdtural Society. 

Saturday^ Feb. Ut^ ISiO.-^-Exhibited. Fruits: From S. Downer, 
several handsome specimens of apples, as follows: — Baldwin, old 
pearmain, old Nonsuch, Newton pippin, Rhode Island greenini;, rus- 
set, and the Wales, (the latter much resembling the Baldwin in ap- 
pearance, but a different apple; its origin is unknown.) Also, Catil- 
fac, and old Iron pears. From E. M. Richards, fine specimens of 
the Pomme d'Api or Lady apple, and Gloui morceauz, and L'Echas- 
■erie Dears, the latter excellent. 

Feb. 9th, — Exhibited. Fruits: From R. Manning, specimens of 
Easter Beurr^ pears. From William Oliver, beautiful specimens of 
the Echasserie pears. From B. V. French, three kinds of red winter 
apples, names and origin unknown. From Dr. E. W. Bull, Hart- 
lord, Conn., specimens of a large, handsome, red, sweet apple: they 
were the produce of a natural tree, which yielded, the past year, thir- 
tv bushels of apples. Mr. Manning thinks it will prove to be one of 
the most valuable winter fruits* Dr, Bull has kindly offered to send 
scions of this apple for distribution among the members of the Socie- 
ty. [We hope our correspondent, when be sends in the scions, will 
be so kind as to send us some account of the origin of the treej if it 
can be easily ascertained.— J5d.] 
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The standing committee on fruits, and the standing committee OQ 
▼eeecahles, have awarded premiums for the year 1899, as fullows. 
Fruiti}: The committee on fruits award the fuliowing premiums:— 
Pears— For the best summer pears, to Mr. Samuel Pond, a 

premium of $5 00 

For the best autumn pears, to Mr. Richard Ward, a 

premium of . 5 00 

For the best winter pears, to Mr. E. Vose, president of 

the society, a premium of 5 00 

Apples — For the best summer apples, to £. M. Richards, a 

premium of 5 00 

For the best autumn apples, to Mr. J. L. L. F.Warren, 

a premium of 5 00 

For the best winter apples, to Dr. Amos Holbrook, a 

premium of 5 00 

Cherries— For the best cherries, to Mr. E. Vo^e, a prem. of 6 00 
Peaches — For the best peaches, (open culture,) to Mrs. Big- 

elow, a gratuity of 5 00 

For the best peaches, (nnder glass,) to Mr. J. F. Allen, 

a gratuity of 5 00 

Plums — For the best plums, to Mr. S. R. Johnson, a premi- 
um of 6 00 

For the next best, to Mr. Samuel Pond, a gratuity of . 5 00 
For the next best, to Mr. R. Manning, a gratuity of . 5 00 
Apricots — For the best apricots, to the Hon. John Welles, a 

premium of 5 00 

Nectannes — For the best nectarines, to Mr. Thomas Mason, 

a premium of 5 00 

Quinces— For the best quinces, to Col. M. P. Wilder, a 

premium of 5 00 

Grapes— For the best foreign grapes, grown under glass, to 

Mr. Otis Johnson, a premium of . . . . 10 00 
For the best foreign grapes, open culture, to Benjamin 

Guild, Esq., a premium of 5 00 

Gooseberries — For the best desert gooseberries, to Mr. John 

Uovey, a premium of 5 00 

Raspberries-^For the best raspberries, to Mr. Thomas Ma- 
son, a premium of 5 00 

Strawberries — For the best strawberries, to Messrs. Hovey 

& Co., a premium of 5 00 

Currants — For the beat currants, to Mr. A. D. Williams, a 

premium of 2 00 

Melons — For the best pair watermelons, to Mr. John Hill, 

a gratuity of S 00 

For the best muskmelons, to Mr. E. Vo^e, n prem. of . 3 00 
For the Committee, E. M, Richardsj Ckairman, 
Vegetables: — The vegetable committee on premiums, for 1839, re- 
port as follows: — 

Asparagus — None exhibited. 

Beans — Large Limn, two quarts shelled, to J. L. L. F. War- 
ren, a premium of 3 00 

Earliest and best Dwarf, to J. L. L. F. Warren, a pre- 
mium of 3 00 

Brocoli — Earliest and best, four heads, to A. D. Williams, 

a premium of 3 00 

Beets — ^Twelve roots, to A. D. Williams, a premium of • S 00 
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Cabbagei — Best six heads, to A. D. Williams, a premium of 2 00 

Carrots — Twelve roota to A. D. Williams, a premium of . 3 00 

Caulifluwerd — No premium. 

Cucumbers — Best pair, l)efore first Saturday in Ju)y> to 

J. L. L. F. Warren, a preaiium of . • • .4 00 

Celery — Two roots, no premium. 

Corn — For boiling, no premium. 

Lettuce — Finest six in the season, to John Hovey, a premi- 
um of 3 00 

Peas-^Earliest and best, one peck to R. Howe, a premium 

of 4 00 

Potatoes — None exhibited. 

Onions^-None exhibited. 

Rhubarb — Best specimens, to S. Pond, a premium of . 8 00 

Squashes — Summer, none exhibited. 

Winter, Urj^est and best pair, to J. French, jr. a prem. of 8 00 

Tomatoes — Finest specimens, to J. L. L. F. Warren, a pre- 

l mium of •. . ^ ^ 

The committee also award the following premiums and grtituities: — 

To £. H. Derby, Enq., for a fine large squash, a gratuity of 3 00 

To S. Blake, for a fine large squash, a gratuity of . . 8 00 

To J. French, Jr., for fine Marrow and Lima squashes, a 

premium of 8 00 

To J. Prince, Esq., for specimens of Brussels sprouts, a 

premium of 3 00 

To C. R. Lowell, Esq., for specimens of egg plants, a gra- 
tuity of 2 00 

To G. W. Stearns, Esq., for fine specimens of forced cu- 
cumbers, a gratuity of 4 00 

The committee regret that so little interest has been manifested the 
past season, in this important part of the Society's labors; hut true it 
IS, that during the whole season, there were but few exhibitions of 
vegetables, and those few were but from a small portion of the 
members of the Society, who have heretofore been ever ready to ex- 
hibit their zeal in promoting its interest. 

The conimitee would notice, with approbation, the fine specimens 
of squashes, of the varieties marrow, erook-neck, Lima, and ValpiH 
raiso, exhibited by E. H. Derby. J. French, and S. Blake, Elsqrs., at 
the annual exhibition; and they hope to see more of those valuable 
varieties the coming season. 

The Rohan potatoes, exhibited by the Hon. John Lowell, were 
a very superior specimen, and the finest known to have been grown 
the present season. 

^ The Bruatels sprouts, by John Prince, Esq., were deserving of par- 
ticular notice; they were very fine, and it is desirable that this valua- 
ble production of the vegetable garden, should be more extensively 
cultivated. 

The Giant celery, exhibited by W. L. Rushton, Esq., of New 
York, deserves, also, marked notice; it was as fine as has ever been 
exhibited at the Society's rooms. 

The Ef^g plants^ by C. R. Lowell, Esq., of three varieties, were 
large, and finely shaped, and uncommonly beautiful specimens. It ta 
desirable that exertions should be made to produce this luxury in 
more abundance. 

The committee cannot leave this report, without earnestly inviting 
those members, who feel an interest in the imporunt department of 
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the kitchen garden, to grenter exertions the coming season; and es- 
pecially to forwarding to the exhibitions of the Society, more nume- 
rous specimens of vegetables, in order that its labors, devoted to this 
object, may reflect equal credit upon it, as to the other leading; branch- 
es of cultivation, which engasre its prominent attention. Respectful- 
ly submitted. — Jamet L. L. F, fVarren, Chairman, 



Art. V. Faneuil Hall Market. 



Rodtt, Tubert, ^c. 
PoUUhm: 

Sweet Potatoes, per biwb. 
Turnipi: 

Cointnon, per bosliel, 

Ruta Bdga, per busbei, . . . 
Oniuuii: 

White, per bushel, 

Red, per bunch, 

White, per bunch, 

Yellow, per Inishel,. ..... 

Beets, per bushel 

Carrots, per bushel, 

FarsDtps, per busliel, 

Horseradish, per pound, . . . 

Radishes, per bunch, 

Sluillots, per pound 

Garlic, per pound 

Cab6agt§, SaladM, ^e* 

Cabbages, per doxen: 

SaToy 

Drumhead, 

Red Dutch 

Cauliflowers, each 

Brocoli, each, 

Lettuce, per liead, 

Tomatoes, per dosaa, 

Celery, per root: 

Common, ... 

Bailey's Giant, 

Spinach, per half peck 

DandelioM, per half peck. . 

Pot mnd Swett Hirbt. 

Parsley, per half peck, 

Sage, per pound, 

Marjomm, per buaeh, 

Savory* per bunch, 

Speamiintf per bmich, 



From 

$cts, 

1 26 
50 

1 09 
50 

8 00 

1 25 

2 00 

m 

I 00 
8 



50 
50 
62]| 
10 
12 
20 
12 



87 
75 
50 
121 
20 
6 
60 

6 
10 

124 
60 



60 

17 

6 

6 

8 



To 
^cts. 

1 50 

I 26 



1 50 

2 50 

60 
50 

1 60 
4 
8 
75 
624 
62j 
75 
12 
20 



60 
1 00 
75 
25 
25 
10 
75 

8 
12 
17 



20 

12 

12 

6 



SqwuheM and Pvmpttfu. 

Sqimslies, per cwt: 

Winter crook neck,. . . . 

Autumnal Marrow, .... 

Caiiaila crook neok,. . . 

West Indias 

Pumpkins, each 



FnHni 



To 

9cts.|9cti. 

2 60 is 00 
4 00 6 00 
I3OO 8 60 
8 00 3 60 
26 



PruiiM. 
Apples, dessert, new : 

Gr<>enings, per barrel. • . • 8 
Pearmains, per barrel,. . . . 3 

Sweet, |)er barrel, 8 

Lady Apples, per bushel,. 2 
Dried apples, per pound,. 
Pears: 

St. Germain, per dox 

Chaumootel, per half peck. 



Baking, per bushel, 
Grapes, per pound: 

Black Hamburgh,. . . 

Malaga, , 

Cranberries, per bosbel,, 
Lemons, per doxen, . . . 
Orand^, P^^ doien : 

Sicily , 

HaTaoa, (sweet). .... 

Pineapples, each, , 

Cocoanuts, each, , 

Chestnuts, per bushel, 4 

Walnuts, per bushel, 1 

Almonds, (sweet,) per pound. 
Filberts, per pound 



200 



English walnuts, per lb., 



60 
00 
50 
50 
00 
50 
00 
60 
60 
00 
00 
00 
8i 

60 



17 
50 
20 

25 

871 

26 

6 

00 
76 

4 
4 
6i 



800 

8 75 

4 60 

350 

400 
8 60 
860 



100 
260 



20 

400 

26 



60 

6 
4 60 
200 



Rbmarks. — k mild month, compared with January, has had a 
most favorable effect upon the market; many articles, of which the 
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rapply wa« growing short, at the time of onr last refwrt, have been 
broufsht in more freely, and the stock kept well replenished. 

The stock of potatoes, .though somewhat reduced at the time 
of our last report, has been made good by recent arrivals of 
some eastern cargoes ; Long reds are brought in from the vicini* 
ty; the warm weather of the past week or ten days, affording a fine 
opportunity for this object; £astports are nearly gone, and now 
have reached their highest rate: Sweet are about gone, only some 
amall and inferior lots remaining. ' Common Turnips, of good qual- 
ity, have become firmer, and, generally, a little advancement in 
pdce has been asked. White Onions ^scarce; other sorts remarka- 
bly abundant. Radishes, owing to the cold weather of January, did 
not come forward very fast, but the prospect now is of a great sup- 

ey. In Cabbages, no alteration; the stock fair and demand good, 
auliflo wars nearly gone. >Lettuce is not yet large, but ia of good 
quality; it will bie abundant soon. Celery very scarce. Spinach 
plentiful; it is now gathered from the open ground, and the fine wea- 
ther has brought it forward rapidly. Dandelions of cultivated growth 
command our quotations, and they sell well. Squashes are mostly 

5 one; for what few that are good remain, from four to six cents are 
emended; one small lot of West Indias has arrived. 
Apples continue to advance, particularly Baldwins and nissetts; 
the demand appears to be tolerably good, and all sorts are a shade 
higher; Dried apples sell well at our quotations. The only pear 
DOW remaining, is the old baking variety; all eatable kinds are gone* 
Grapes the same as our last. Cranberries have still further advanc- 
ed, and there is but a small supply on hand. Arrivals of Sicily and 
Havuna oranges have furnished an abundance. No fine pine-apples 
in the market. Chestnuts continue scarce and high. Of WalnuU a 
fair supply and demand.— JU. T., Feb. 26, 1840. 



Art. VI. ObitiMry Notice. 

Died, in Philadelphia, on the 97th of January, 1840, Franeia S. 
Wiggins, E!«q-,lRte editor of the Farmer^* Cabinet, Rnd more recent- 
ly of the Jimeriean Farmer* a Companion, (noticed at p. 66,) in the 
40th year of bi8 a^e. The following notice of his death we gather 
from the Jimeriean Farmer's Companion. "Mr. Wiirpins had, for 
several years, striijfgled ajfainst a flattering but fatal disease, and, 
during this time, continued to labor with a zeal and perseverance, 
which oAen nntonishod those who witnessed his exertionn. He edited 
the ''Mechanics' Register,*' ''Farmers' Cabinet,^' "Ladies' Oarland," 
and ** Philadelphia Reporter," besides preparing a valuable agricul- 
tural work, which is now in course of publication, and from which it 
is ho|ied his bereaved widow will derive some emolument. He was 
many years engaged in compiling a Chronoloiry, which, as far as corn- 
pleted, it is ])re.sunied, will be the most perfect work of the kind in 
the Engliiib language, Mr. Wig«!in's station as editor, enabled him 
to procure a great variety of periodicals, from which he was in the 
constant habit of selecting articles of permanent utility, which were 
classified and preserved in scrap books, thus condensing a mass of in- 
formation on various subjects, which afford a most valuable refer- 
ence." — (*8meriean Farmer's Companion,) 

Thus, within the short space of three years, the agricultural com- 
munity have been called to mourn the loss of three of its most use- 
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ful memhei^, T. G. Fe^enden, Esq., of Boston, Judge Boel, of Af- 
baiiy, and Mr. Wiggins, of Phihulelphia, each of tnem editors of 
journnis devoted to a;rricuhure. Mr. Wiggins was a good writer, 
and his journal evinced great labor and devotion to the subject oa 
which it WU8 designed to treat. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

rOR MARCH. 

Chape vine$ will now be puishing their buds in the green-house^ 
and care should be taken that they are not allowed, if fruit bearing 
vines, to do so unevenly: timely precaution may save much loss of 
fruit. Tie up the shoots carefully, and if the borders are enriched, 
or forked over, let it be well done. 

Peaeh trees in pots may now be brought into the green-house, or, 
towards the Imter part of the month, may be forwarded by placing 
them in the sun in the open air, and protecting them at night, if there 
is danger of frost. 

Fruit trees may be removed afler the 30th, if the weather'' is mird 
and frost well out. 

Scions should now be cut, if wanted. 

Baspberry bushes and a^rape vines should be uncovered afVer tbe 90tb. 
^ Gooseberry beds should be dug and manured the earliest opportu- 
nity, before they commence growing. 

FLOWER DEPARTMVVT. 

Camellias v/\\\ now commence making their new wood; water nbun- 
dnntly, and if any need potting, let it be done immediately. Shade the 
plants from the hot sun, and syringe the plants at leaat twice a week. 

•Azaleas will now be flowering; give them plenty of water. 

JJahlias, already started in pots, had better be shifted into the next 
size. 

Heath and Epaeris cuttings may be now put in with success. See 
Mr. Towne's article, (V. p. 876.) 

Cactuses which show their flower buds prominently, should be duly 
watered, and they will soon expand their flowers. 

Geraniums will need care; fumigate tbe house if the aphis trouble 
tbe plants. 

Gladiolus floribundus^ natalensis, <$*c. may now be potted for early 
flowerin]?. 

Trevirana eoecmea.— Plants, potted last month, should be shifted 
into the next size. 

Verbenas will need repotting. 

Annual seeds^ mich as coxcombs, bnUams, 8cc. may be sown in hot- 
beds for early flowering. If the weather is mild, and the garden in 
good condition, clarkias, larkspurs, &c. should be sown the last part 
of March in the open ground. 

Hyacinth and tulip' beds should be partially uncovered, and if the 
weather is very pleasant, wholly so. 

Herbaceous plants y protected by a covering, should have it removed 
the last part pf tbe month. 

VCGETABLR DBPARTMBNT. 

Cucumber plants will need some hilling up; keep up a good heat 
by lininsrs, and be careful to set the fruit if any shows. 

Celery^ eg^ plant ^ and tomato seeds may be sown this month for an 
early crop. 
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ORIGINAL COMMDNICATIOxNS. 

Art. L Pamohgical JiToHces; ar^ Jfotices of new and tu- 
perior varieties of fruits^ . worthy of general euUivation* 
1. Notices of several Pears and other fruits. By J. M. 
IteS) Salem, Mass. 2. Jiceount of a new seedling Peach. 
By T. Hancock, Burlington, N. J. 3. JVotices of several, 
new Fruits. By the Eoitoe. 

I OBSERVED, in a late number of your excellent Magazine 
of Horticulture, (p. 43,) an article enumerating some of the 
more recently introduced fruits; among the new pears was one 
called the Micbaux, which you observed in my garden, upon 
the tree, during the past fail, and noticed, at that time, in an 
article upon the gardens in this vicinity. As you have express- 
ed a desire that I would give you some account of this new 
variety, I cheerfully comply with your wishes; and while do- 
ing so, I have thought that it might not be altogether uninter- 
esting to those who are forming a collection of fruits, to take 
off some hasty notes, which I have been in the habit of mak- 
ing upon an interlined copy of Manning's Book of Fruits: for 
in making up a collection of fruits, particularly of pears, many 
things are to be considered; such, for instance, as the uniform 
and general character of the fruit, from year to year — its fruit- 
fulness — the kind of stock — and the soil and exposure of the 
various kinds. 

It is better, I am convinced, as says one, *4o limit the va- 
rieties of fruit, for certainly the rage for multiplying them, and 
of having a numerous collection, has too much prevailed of 
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late. It were better to be contented with a few good kinds, 
that produce well in most seasons, than to plant many sorts 
(even of those reckoned the finest) for the sake of variety, of 
which a crop is obtained, perhaps once in three or seven years." 
As the following is but the experience of the two last seasons, 
and my soil is of rather a dry, sandy loam, with a substratum of 
clay, although pretty well enriched with mucle-bed and leach 
ashes, it cannot be expected but that allowances should be 
made for these circumstances. 

Pears. — The following are the kinds which have fruited: — 

PetU Muscat.— Ripened in 1838, from 26th to 30th July. 
Spicy. 

Madeleine. — In dry, sandy loam; fruit small and poor. 

Bloodgood. — Fruited finely on small trees; color cinnamon 
russet. Received from Prince & Sons, of Flushing, L. I., 
for the early Beurr6. A fine flavored fruit. 

BartleU. — Occasionally uncertain; fruit on some trees, in 
1838, worthless. 

Julienne. — In 1838, a small crop, and good. In 1839, 
large crop, and worthless. 

Dearbom^s Seedling. — More delicate, thin skinned, and 
higher flavored, than any other early pear; fruit good size upon 
quince stock. 

Cushing.—SmM bearer in 1838 and '39. 

Green Pear of Yair. — Juicy, slightly astringent; second 
rate. 

Johonnot. — ^High flavored; in eating but a few days; signs 
of cracking. 

AndrexDi. — Good fruit, constant bearer; makes long shoots 
in rich land; fruit apt to blow off. 

Belle Lucrative. — This fine fruit, upon two trees, all blew 
off in 1833 and '39, the stem being long and slender. 

Long Green. — This fine old variety shows no symptoms of 
blight, as yet. 

Harvard. — Uncertain; exceedingly apt to rot at the core, 
and differing greatly in quality from year to year. 

Raymond. — This fine fruit has become not worthy of culti- 
vation upon standards. Tree feeble in its growth; bad bearer; 
fihows evidence of decay. 

Beurri Bo$c. — Received from France, under the name of 
Bosc. This was decidedly the best fruit of 1838, with me: 
it was grown on the quince. 

Cabot. — This fruit, resembling the old brown Beurri in 
form and quality, cracked badly in 1838. 

Princeei of Orange. — ^Not a good bearer upon small trees; 
fruit second rate. 
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Frederic of Wuriemburg. — Large and beautiful; the finest 
market fall pear in my collection. 

J^apoUon. — Requires a long season to mature. Ripened 
in 1838, but not in 1839. 

Blcecker^i Meadov>, — Good bearer; fine fruit; holds upon 
the tree well; worthy of extensive cultivation. 

Bturri IHel, — Fine quality, but apt to crack. 

Pofie Colmar. — Seldom matures its fruit upon standards, 
but fine and a great bearer upon the quince. 

Lewis, — This fruit was small in 1838 and '39, and but sec- 
ond rate. 

EasUr Beurri* — This pear requires a long season to mature 
its fruit; finer upon dwarfs or espaliers. 

Mickaux^. — This new Flemish pear, fruited in 1839. A 
specimen, which dropped from the tree, was juicy and high 
flavored, resembling the Napoleon; the form oblong, thick at 
the crown and stock; ripens late in the fall. 

For the information of those who are in the habit of purchas- 
ing French trees, or importing trees from the French nursery- 
men, I would note the following, which have proved syno- 
nyroes in my collection:— Beurr^ d'Aremburg has proved to 
be the Glout morceau; Poire melon, the Beurre Diel; Berga- 
motte d'Ete, the Summer Frankreal; Poire d'Ananas, the 23t. 
Ghislain; Beurr6 Penticoste, and Doyenne d'hiver, the Easter 
Beurre; Valle6, and St. Sampson, the Jargonelle; Citron des 
Carmes, the Prince's Sugar; Beurre d'Anjou, the brown Be* 
urr6. Many such errors occur among the nurserymen of this 
country, and the only way to prevent such confusion is, to 
adopt Mr. Manning's practice of cutting buds or grafts, only 
from such trees as have produced fruit, and are proved to be 
true. 

Plums. — The following plums are briefly noticed. 

Princess Imperial Gage. — This and the Jenkinson's Impe- 
rial, which I received from tlie nursery of Buel & Wilson^ 
Albany, are identical. 

Crtiger^s Seedling. — This showy scarlet plum, of the size 
of the old green Gage, and a great bearer, was originated by a 
Mr. Cruger, near Newburgh, N. Y. Flesh yellow, sweet, 
and of a good flavor, ripening from September to October. 
The fruit is less liable to rot upon the tree than any other va- 
riety in my collection. 

White Sueet Damson. — This seedling plum is a great bear- 
er, ripening, in Succession, from the first of September to the 
last of October, and although not of high flavor, is still sweet, 
and its bearing early renders it worthy of cultivation. Origi- 
nated somewhere in Essex county. 
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Cherries. — White jB^arreau.— This, although a first- 
rate fruit, is* exceedingly liable to rot upon the tree, particular- 
ly if exposed to rain at the time of ripening. 

Tke Black Tartarian is the best of all the varieties I have, 
as yet, fruited. 

Manning^s Fine Red. — A fine new seedling cherry, raised 
from the stone of the white Bigarreau, which 1 have called 
Manning's Fine Red. The tree is remarkable for its large 
leaves and beautiful growth; the fruit is of a fine sprightly fla- 
vor,; flesh firm; has borne for two years past well; not sub- 
ject to rot at the time of ripening, which is a great objection 
to its parent, the Bigarreau, as also to many other fine varie- 
ties. It ripens in July, about a fortnight earlier than the black 
Tartarian, remaining upon the tree in a sound state for some 
time. I consider it a very desirable sort for the market, par- 
ticularly as from its large foliage, or some other cause, I have 
found it less liable to injury from the birds. 

Apples. — Red Doctor. — This fruit was small and indifi!er- 
ent; bad bearer. 

Peaches. — Heath Clingstone Peach. — This fruit and the 
Lemon Clingstone rarely ripens in the open air with us.-^ 
J. M. Ives, Salem^ F^b.y 1840. 

[We are gratified in being able to lay before our readei^ the 
opinions of Mr. Ives, in relation to the fruits he has cultivated. 
They prove, conclusively, that, in peculiar soils and under pe- 
culiar circumstances, the habits and general character of many 
varieties of fruits essentially vary. We hope that other culti- 
vators, who have had the same experience, will give us the re- 
sults of their experiments. A comparison of their notes will 
lead to results, which will be of much importance to all cul- 
tivators of fruits. Mr. Ives will receive our thanks for the 
above, and we trust that he will continue to give us any inform- 
ation which may be useful to those who are forming collections 
of fruits. — Ed.] 

Mtt Seedling Peach. — We have a very fine new seedling 
peach here: the tree has produced fruit the past season. The 
peach is rather large, in shape like the Morris white, but does 
not ripen until about the ^5th of September. It is a free 
stone, and the highest flavored peach I have tasted at that 
season. It has occasionally a faint blush next the sun. 

Apples. — I find, in looking over some of the fruit cata- 
logues of the nurserymen in the vicinity of Boston,that I have 
several varieties of apples, not included in their collections, 
or, if included, under names which are not known here. As 



Digitized by 



Google 



new and superior varieHee of FrviU. 12ft 

a list of them maj be interesting to some cultivators, I give 
you the following: — Sheepnose or Bullock pippin, white Seek- 
no'further, Maiden's Blush, Cider apple, Nfonmouth or Red- 
cheek ptppin, Roman Stem, Kaighn's Spitzemberg, Wine- 
sap, Tewkesbury, Winter Blush, and Hagloe crab. All these 
are equal to any apples, in cultivation, that I am acquainted 
with. Should I have apples of the above kinds, and perhaps 
Sonne other varieties, the coming summer and fall, 1 intend 
sending you some specimens for inspection. — T. Hancock^ 
Burlingtonj JV*. J.y Feb. 1840. 

We have already enumerated several varieties of pears and 
plums, which we have observed noticed by pomological au- 
thors, and others, in foreign Magazines. We now annex a 
few notices of some other fruits, which we have seen men- 
tioned in the reports of the London Horticultural Society, in 
the Gardener^s Magazine^ or by Mr. Thompson, in the same 
work. 

BuUner^s October Morello Cherry. — Exhibited from the 
garden of the London Horticultural Society. Mr. Thompson 
remarks, that, in addition to all the good qualities of the va- 
riety after which it is named, it bears abundantly as a standard, 
on which it will hang several weeks later than the Morello. 

The late Duke Cherry is recommended very highly by Mr. 
Thompson, as being a most valuable late variety. 

The Duchess of Oldenburg apple is mentioned as a hand- 
some autumnal variety, covered, like a plum, with a white 
bloom. 

The Sweeney M>npareil apple. — Specimens of this variety 
were exhibited as late as June 5th, in excellent preservation, 
and quite acid enough for kitchen use. It is considered, that 
its claim, as one of the longest keepers, is fully proved. 

Mw Seedling Straioberries. — Mr. Myatt, the grower of that 
fine strawberry, Myatt's seedling pine, has produced three 
more seedlings, which be presented for exhibition before the 
London Horticultural Society last year. No remark is made 
about their merit, but we presume they must be at least equal 
to his new pine. We shall notice them again, if we find any 
account of their character. 

Cannon Uall Muscat grape. — This is the name of a new 
variety, which is highly esteemed by English cultivators. At 
a meeting of the London Horticultural Society, last season, 
a noble bunch was presented for exhibition, and the specimen 
shown ^'fully established the claim of this valuable variety, to 
be placed on a level, iu point of excellence, with the Muscat 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



126 Pomohgical JfoHces. 

of Alexandria." In the opinion of Mr. Breese, who raised 
the specimen, it even excels that variety, as it is earlier, and 
has but one stone in a berry. At the duke of Devonshire's, 
-at Chatsworth, Mr. Paxton has one vinery completely 611ed 
with this favorite variety. It is figured b the YVamocliofU 
of the Societyy Vol. I., New Scries, p. 169, fig. 6. 

Mr. Money^s Seedling GrapeSj of which considerable has 
been said, and which have been recommended to cultivators 
as superior varieties, are stated, by a writer in the GardeturU 
Magazine^ who has examined them carefully, to be merely 
synonymes of old kinds, or, if not synonymes, so nearly re- 
sembling some old varieties, as to render them scarcely worth 
being kept distinct. The Muscat Eshcollata appears to be 
nothing more than the white Muscat of Alexandria. The on- 
ly perceptible difference between vines of the two kinds, 
growing in the same house, was a slightly deeper shade of yel- 
low; supposed to be the result of accident, and not a perma- 
nent character: the fruit, foliage, and wood, perfectly agree. 
The Eshcollata superba appears to resemble a kind known as 
the black Raisin, and, possibly, it may prove identical with the 
red Muscadel. Money ^s West's St. Peter's is the same as one 
sold by the late Mr. Money as the Raisin des Carmes. It is 
a good variety, worthy of growth, the berries being large and 
thin skinned. All these grapes of Mr. Money's have, we be- 
lieve, been introduced into some of the amateur gardens 
around Boston, and we have deemed this information as 
worthy of record, in order that those who possess them may 
ascertain for themselves, whether the remarks of the writer, 
who appears to be well acquainted with grapes, are correct. 
Neither of Mr. Money's seedlings had been proved tn the 
London Horticultural Society's garden, when their last Cator 
hgue was published. 

There seems to be much confusion in the nomenclature of 
grapes, and among the great number of varieties cultivated in 
the numerous graperies and gardens around Boston, under dif- 
ferent names, there appears to be but a limited number of dis- 
tinct sorts. The black Hamburg, so generally grown and 
esteemed, appears to differ greatly in different coHeetions: 
last season, at Mr. Cushing's, Belmont Place, Mr. Hagger- 
ston showed us some vines, which produced enormously large 
clusters and large berries, while others in the same house, un- 
der precisely the same treatment, and possessing the same 
advantages for growth, &c.. appeared quite unlike, from the 
smaller clusters and smaller berries. We have seen the same 
difference in other collections, not only in the black Hamburgh> 
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but in other rariettes. Such confusion is extremely perplex* 
ing to those who are just planting out vines, and who wish to 
possess only the most valuable kinds, and are anxious to pre* 
serve them true to the name. The variety may possess a 
resemblance, and may be a good grape, but after three or four 
years' labor, to find one's expectations. not realized, is a dis- 
appointment most severely felt. We are io hopes, at some 
future time, should we have the opportunity to continue our 
efforts to disseminate information, to make some attempts to 
reduce the numerous varieties to something like a correct no* 
menclature, and by collecting all the synonymes, remove the 
cause of such repeated disappointments as now occur. The 
grape is now so extensively grown, that it seems important 
that the most excellent varieties of this delicious fruit should 
be readily known, and readily procured, without subjecting 
the cultivator to repeated trouble and disappointment. 



Art. II. DescriptivB J^otice of three new Ferbtna$. 
By A Philadelphia Amateur. 

The following notice of three new verbenas, seedlings, 
raised by Mrs. Hibbert, comer of Thirteenth and Lombard 
streets, Philadelphia, may probably be worthy a situation in 
your Magazine. They are plants of the last summer's growth, 
and now flowering for the first time, with the exception of 
Ferb^na P6pperi, which bloomed in the last autumn. 

1. Ferbina Pipperi is a free bloomer, erect habit, and 
vigorous growth; foliage resembling somewhat the incisa, but 
larger. The corymbs are large, and the blossom of a crim- 
son maroon, shaded with purple, entirely distinct from any 
other variety, and one of the finest in cultivation. Named in 
honor of George Pepper, Esq., whose devoted attention to 
the science of horticulture, has long been the admiration of 
the trade and amateurs, and whose well conducted green- 
houses are an ornament and an honor to our city. 

2. Verbina Hintii. — A plant of vigorous growth, and 
erect habit. The corymbs large and persistent, of a rich, 
clear, rosy purple. The flower, in size, larger than incisa, 
which it slightly resembles in general appearance; an entirely 
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distinct variety. Named in honor of Henry B. Hirst, Esq. 9 
an enterprising horticulturist and seedsman, of our city. 

3« Verbena igniscens, — An entirely distinct and superb 
variety. The foliage small, but the plant of erect growth 
and standing habit. The flower very large, of the most bril- 
liant, glittering scarlet, and the corymb very full and persis- 
tent; twice as brilliant as the chameedrifolia, which it resem- 
bles in appearance, and much larger than the Tweediedna 
grandifldra: as yet, I have seen nothing to equal it. 

A Philadelphia Amateur. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 1840. 



Art. IIT. On the cultivation of ^nntkdl Flowers; with a de^ 
acription of some of the more recently introduced species and 
varietieSy and a list of the most beautiful and desirabU kinds 
for cultivation. By the Editor. 

In our first volume we have offered several articles upon 
the cultivation of some of the more choice garden annuals; and 
in our subsequent volumes we have Incidentally noticed many 
of those more recently introduced into our collections; our 
FloricuUural Notices, which have been given, from time to 
time, since that period, have embraced most, if not all, the 
new species and vaj-ieties worthy of a place in the garden. 
These notices, however, though often accompanied wiih brief 
hints upon their growth and treatment, have, with many of our 
readers, been overlooked, (and there are many who have nev- 
er seen them,) under that head, and have not received that at- 
tention which they, probably, would, if they had been made the 
subject of an article by themselves. 

The appearance of that beautiful work, Mrs. Loudon's 
Ladies^ Flower Garden of Ornamental Annuals, has called 
our attention to the subject: we had intended to continue the 
series of articles above alluded to, which we commenced five 
years since, describing all the new annuals, and their cultiva- 
tion, from our own experience, from year to year; but other 
and various subjects have occupied our attention, and if we 
have not done that justice to this delightful class of plants, 
which they richly deserve, it has not been because we were 
insensible to their claims upon our admiration, but rather that 
objects upon which information has been more immediately 
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called for, has prerented lis from entering at length upon their 
cultivation. 

Ornamental annuals, though slightly esteemed by some culti-^ 
vators, who raise them as inferior objects, too ephemeral to 
attract their solicitude and attention, a^d, consequently, con- 
sign them at once to the province of the florist, are, neverthe- 
less, a more interesting and truly valuable class of plants than 
many others, which are looked upon with great admiration, 
and sought after at high cost. When it is taken into conside- 
ration how cheaply a few seeds are purchased — how easily the 
plants are cultivated — how much gratification and enjoyment 
they afford in the short space of their existence, (scarcely six 
months,) and of the great amount of beauty to be derived from 
a very limited garden, — it cannot be denied that they deserve 
an equal share of attention with other plants, and especially with 
those which need protection and care during our severe win- 
ters. The lover of camellias, roses, and similar showy and 
brilliant tribes, often affects disdain at the idea of cultivating an- 
nuals; but if he possesses a garden, in addition to a green-house, 
and is desirous of rendering it interesting and attractive in the 
summer season, let him discard from it all annuals, and if its 
barren appearance does not convince him of the important 
place they occupy in the floral world, nothing we can advance 
m their favor will alter his opinion. 

Within a few years, many great additions have been made 
to our collections, both by the process of hybridization and 

Eroduction of new varieties from seed, and the efforts of those 
tmented botanists, Douglas and Drummond. To the inde- 
fatigable efforts of these collectors we are indebted for a great- 
er share of the fine annuals which ornament our gardens. No 
lover of these plants can look upon the elegant clarkias, the 
azure clintonia, the golden chryseis, or the lustrous bar- 
tonia, without calling to mind the devoted labors and mel- 
ancholy death of the unfortunate Douglas; and as his eye 
glances over the flower border, and falls upon the brilliant and 
varied coloring of that most exquisitely lovely of all annuals, 
the Phl6x Drumm6ndu, — the last plant sent to England, previ- 
ous to the discoverer's death, — a memento of the lamented 
Drummond will be before him. 

From South America many fine additions have been made^ 
and the beautiful schizanthuses, the showy petunias, and pretty 
▼erbenas, attest the success which has attended the exertions 
of Mr. Tweedie. New Holland and the Cape of Good Hope 
have also contributed many fine species; and, lastly, hybri- 
dization has effected great changes in the forms and features of 
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many of our older and familiar compaDioDs: the same efforts 
continued, are destined, at some future day, to enhance the 
splendor of the flower border to such a degree, that even the 
green-house, which may not be unaptly termed our winter gar- 
den, filled with exotics, the especial favorites of the amateur, 
will scarcely be able to bear the palm from the ornamental 
flower garden. 

The following descriptions embrace only such species or 
varieties as are but little known, and several of which have not, 
as yet, been cultivated in but few amateur collections, and for 
the first time the past summer. All of them are deshrable and 
beautiful plants, but some are far more beautiful than the oth- 
ers. It will be our object to notice their comparative claims 
to cultivation. Some kinds may have flowers, whose individ- 
ual beauty may not be great, but, either by their number col- 
lectively, the length of time which they are displayed, or the 
habit of the plant, they deserve general growth; others may 
be remarkable for the splendor of a single bloom, while the 
whole plant may possess but little elegance. Some, againi 
may be desirable for particular purposes, for planting in groups 
or patches, or for their stateiiness as single objects in the flow- 
er border ; while others, from some peculiarity of color, 
uniqueness of form, delightful odor, or their elegance in the 
bouquet, have equal claims to our attention. Having cultivat- 
ed all which we now describe^ we shall endeavor to make our 
descriptions familiar to every reader. 

^igilla kispAnicUy the large Spanish nigella. — The common 
Nig^lla damasc^na, or Love in a Mist, is well known, and has, 
for a long period, been a favorite in all gardens. The present 
species, however, so far surpasses it in beauty, that it seems 
scarcely worthy of a place by its side. The N. hisp&nica was 
introduced into England, from Spain, as long since as the time 
of Parkinson (1629,) but, notwithstanding over two centuries 
have passed away, it has never become common in British 
gardens. We first cultivated it about four years since, but, as 
it does not seed freely, we lost it the following year; two years 
ago we imported the seed again, and have since been careful 
not to lose it. The flower is large and showy, of a deep, 
brilliant blue, with the carpels, which are black, rising in a col- 
umn from the centre. The flowers contrast boldly with the 
delicate foliage, and a patch of plants is a striking object in the 
border. It grows about a foot and a half high, and of a com- 
pact habit. 

In the cultivation of the N. hispanica the soil should be rich 
and light, and the seeds should be sown where the plants are 



Digitized by 



Google 



viih a de$eripiion ofreceni speciei and varieties, 131 

to flower, as they do not, like the larkspur, poppy, &c. bear 
transplanting well. It is a hardy annual, and the seeds may be 
sown in the open ground, from the 1st to the 20th of May, ac- 
cording to the favorableness of the season. The plants should 
stand about six inches apart. It commences flowering in Julyi 
and continues till frost. 

Jfigilla niifia^ the dwarf nigella. — A pretty dwarf plant, 
with flowers somewhat like the N. damasc^na. It is not much 
cultivated, but in large collections, where there is plenty of 
room, it will be an agreeable object. Culture the same as for 
the N. damasc^na. 

Platy$timon califdmicum^ the Californian platystemon. — A 
low spreading plant, with yellow flowers about an inch and a 
half in diameter, composed of six petals, and slightly fragrant. 
It was introduced from California, in 1832, by Douglas. 

It is a hardy species, and in large collections is well adapt- 
ed for planting in large patches. In small gardens it will 
have to give way to other and more showy plants. The plants 
should be well thinned out, to allow the branches to extend 
themselves, and the soil should be moderately light and rich. 

^oldna a/ripKct/d/ia, the atriplex-leaved nolana. — Few 
annuals that have been added to our collections can boast of as 
much beauty as the Nolana atriplicifdiia. We first cultivated 
It three years ago, and at that time we alluded to its showy ap- 
pearance, (Vol. III., p. 302.) It has large flowers, two 
inches in diameter, shaped like a convolvulus — the edge deep- 
ly bordered with blue, the throat a fine yellow, and between 
this and the blue a band of white — the three colors being 
quite distinct. The flowers are produced abundantly, and 
very much resemble the Conv61vulus tricolor, as we have be- 
fore remarked in the page just alluded to; but the exquisite 
feathering of the throat of the corolla, gives it a higher rank in 
the scale of beauty. The leaves are thick and fleshy, reclin- 
ing upon the ground, and form a rich base for its splendid 
blossoms. It is a native of Peru, and was introduced in 1834. 

Its cultivation is simple: a moderately rich, light soil seems 
to suit it well, and the seeds may be planted about the middle 
of May; or if wanted for early flowering, the plants may be 
brought forward in a hot-bed and transplanted. It will flower 
the whole season. This nolana is well adapted for pot cuki- 
vation, for the green-house or parlor, and plants have flowered 
all winter in the collection of T. Lee, Esq., who succeeds ad- 
mirably in his treatment of this and other annuals, which we 
shall notice, when grown in this manner; the procumbent stems 
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and fleshy leaves dependiog over the rim of the pot, covered 
with the tricolored tints of its broad corols, have a most showy 
appearance. 

^emdphila atomdria^ speckled neroophila. — We have, in a 
previous volume, (IV., p. 329,) noticed the fine N. insignis; 
Pf . atom&ria, though not equalling that species, is, notwithstand- 
ing, an exceedingly pretty plant; the flowers are not as large as 
the insignis, but they are produced in equal abundance, and are 
white, covered all over with brownish colored dots. For 
pot cultivation it is a fit companion to the N. insignis, and by 
bringing the plants closer to the eye, the beauty of the species 
is much enhanced. Noticed in our Vol. III., p. 225. 

It requires the same culture as the N. insignis, viz: — a tole- 
rably moist, loamy soil, in a situation not wholly exposed to 
the sun. The seeds may be sown in a hot-bed, and forwarded, 
or they may be planted in the open border in May. 

Oxyura chrysanthemoides^ the chrysanthemum-like oxy- 
ura. — A new and pretty plant, with yellow flowers; some- 
what resembling the annual chrysanthemum, but much more 
delicate and interesting. It grows about a foot high, and blooms 
freely from July to October. 

The seeds may be sown in the open ground, in May, and 
afterwards transplanted, if necessary, or they may be forward- 
ed in pots in a hot-bed; any good soil is suitable for the plants. 
It is a native of California, and was sent to England by Doug- 
las, in 1835. 

DracbpU amplexicaulU^ the stem-clasping dracopis. — This 
is the Rudb^ckia amplexicadlis of some authors, and has been 
noticed in cur pages (Vol. III., p. 451,) under that name. It 
is a pretty annual, growing about a foot high, with yellow flow- 
ers, about the size of a coreopsis. It is a free bloomer, of 
erect habit, and is an agreeable ornament of the garden. It was 
introduced to Britain, in 1793, from Louisiana, but was lost 
again until 1835, when it was re-introduced by Mr. Drum* 
mond, and sent by him from New Orleans. 

Of the earliest cultivation: sow the seeds early m May, in any 
good soil, and thin out the plants or transplant them when 
young. They will flower freely from June to October. We 
have grown this three years. 

CalliSpis Drummdndii^ Mr. Drummond's coreopsis. — 
Quite new and very beautiful. It grows about a foot high, 
producing large, almost pure yellow flowers, and remains in 
bloom to November. We have spoken of it in our last vol- 
ume, ^V., p. 289,) as the Core6psis diversifdlia, and consider 
it as one of the most ornamental species of the genus. The 
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plants are dwarf and busby, standing erect, and the flowers ele- 
vated above the foliage, on long stems, from their great abun- 
dance^ make a brilliant show. It was found by Mr. Drum- 
mond in Texas, growing in great quantities with other species, 
and was sent to England in 1835. It seeds freely, and> since 
then, has found its place in many choice collections. 

Its cultivation is similar to the old and familiar C. tinctdria. 
The seeds may be grown in beds in the border, in May, and 
the plants will flower from June to November. 

Calandrinia discolor^ the two-colored calandrinia. — All the 
calandrinias are pretty plants, but the present species far ex- 
cels the others: the flowers are about the size of the chry- 
seis, of a rich purple tint, wiih brilliant yellow stamens, form- 
ing a rich contrast. The foliage is thick and fleshy, of a grey- 
ish green on the surface, and pale pink underneath, from whence 
its name. The plants throw up a long stem, from eighteen inch- 
es to two feet high, terminated with drooping racemes of flow- 
ers. It is supposed to be a native of Chili. Seeds were first 
received by the London Horticultural Society, from the Ber- 
lin Botanic Garden, in 1835. 

The seeds may be sown in pots, in the hot-bed, or they may 
be treated ash^rdy annuals, and sown in the open ground, (see 
Vol. II., p. 27.) The soil should be light and rather sandy, 
without manure, as the plants in a rich soil grow too fast, and 
have less flowers. A sunny situation should also be chosen, 
as it is only when the plants are exposed to the full beams of 
the sun, that they wholly expand their splendid blossoms. 

Calandrinia grandifldra^ the great flowering calandrinia — 
is similar, in general appearance, to the discolor, but the flow- 
ers are not more than half the size, and of a pale purple. It is 
cultivated in the same manner. 

Calandrinia specidsaj the showy calandrinia. — A dwarf, 
procumbent species, growing four or five inches high, with 
small, bright crimson flowers, appearing in great profusion. It 
is well suited to planting in patches, and a bed three or four 
feet in diameter presents a brilliant show, beneath the gleam of 
a bright sun. The same soil and situation should be chosen as 
for the other species, and the seeds may be sown in May, 
where the plants are to remain to flower. 

Lasthinia califdmica^ the Californian lasthenia. — A pretty 
little annual, with yellow flowers, about the size of a calliopsis. 
In a large collection it will be a desirable plant. The seeds 
should be sown in May, in a good soil, and the plants thinned 
out to the distance of six inches apart, or transplanted into the 
border. It is noticed in Vol. II., p. 177. 
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Lasthinia glabrdta. — A species very much resembling the 
L. calif6rnica, but with larger flowers, and rather more showy. 
Cultivated in the same manner. 

He/enium DouglasW^ Mr. Douglas's helenium% — A new 
annual, which we cultivated for the first time last season. It 
grows about a foot high; the flowers are yellow, about the size 
of the calliopsis. Our seeds were sown in a pot in the hot-bed, 
and the plants set out in the border; but we presume it is a 
hardy annual, and they may be sown in the open ground in May. 
It will flower in any good soil. 

Bartdnh airea^ the' golden bartonia. — This is decidedly 
one of the greatest acquisitions which has been made to our 
collections for some time. The bartonia grows about two feet 
high, considerably branched, each shoot terminated with seve- 
ral flowers. We have already given a description of it, (Vol. 
II., p. 219,) but, as it is so fine a plant, we have annexed an 
^ engraving, (fig. 4,) 

in order to convey i^ 
better idea of the 
flowers, which are 
of a deep golden 
yellow, and about 
the size of the chry- 
seis, the petals hav- 
ing a metallic lus- 
tre, which renders 
the plant superbly 
brilliant, under the 
rays of a bright sun. 
The foliage is of a 
greyish green, pu- 
bescent, and the 
branches are very 
numerous. It was 
found by Mr. Doug- 
las, in California, 
and sent to England 
in 1831. 
The plants should be planted in a light rich soil, in a situa- 
tion not too wet, as they are liable to damp oflf at the root; 
neither should the plants be too much exposed to the wind, as 
the branches are brittle, and easily break. The seeds may be 
sown in a pot and forwarded, or they may be planted in the 
open border in May. We have a plant now in bloom in the 
green-bouse: a seed accidentally fell into a pot with several 
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other plants, the past fall, and it is now expanding its golden 
blossoms in profusion. We shall turn it out into the border in 
May, where it will, undoubtedly, flower all summer. 

Phldx Drummdndii. — In our IV., p. 323, we noticed this 
lovely plant, and gave our method of growing the plants in pots, 
the only way we had then tried it; last season we cultivated it 
as a half hardy annual, and the plants flowered profusely all 
summer, and ripened seed. We remarked, that as the plants 
were propagated by cuttings, and as the seeds were rarely ri- 
pened, it was of little consequence whether any were saved or 
not; but our last year's experience convinces us, that seedling 
plants are far preferable to cuttings; and though cuttings may 
be resorted to for perpetuating a new variety, the plants raised 
in that manner will not compare with those grown from seed. 
Every body should possess this. 

Leptoslphon undrosdceus and densifldrus, — In our IV. ^ 
p. 329, we have noticed these fine plants and their cultivation; 
we now allude to them again, to notice a plan of cultivating an- 
nuals, particularly Californian ones, which we find detailed in 
Mrs. Loudon's beautiful work before alluded to. We have 
practised the same method ourselves, many years, with a vari- 
ety of plants, though it never occurred to us to notice it in our 
Eiges. Having for some time planted large beds of different 
nds, on purpose for the seed, we often find, in the spring, 
numerous seedlings just above the ground; these are generally 
taken up carefully with the spade, and set aside until the beds 
are^dug, when they are replaced or set out in the border. 

The writer remarks, that a good method of cultivating the 
Californian annuals is, to select some out of the way place in 
the garden; choosing a hard path, if convenient: on this about 
an inch of good soil is spread, and the seeds are planted on the 
same in the fall. Early in the spring they will come up strong, 
and will bloom in May in much greater perfection than those 
sown in the spring. From this bed of plants the border is 
supplied by taking a spade, and removing a patch about eight 
inches square to the situation selected. They will not receive 
any check in this manner, but bloom as well, and even better, 
than if they had not been removed. 

It is well known that many annuals flower much better if 
planted in the fall than in tlie spring; but in small gardens, sowing 
m the flower border is so inconvenient, and makes so much ex- 
tra labor, that it is not attempted; if the seeds are planted in the 
fall, when the borders are dressed in May, they cannot be neat- 
ly done if, at every few feet, there is a patch]pf seedling plants: 
the soil which, during winter, has become rough and uneven, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



136 On the cuUivatian ofJinnual Flowers ; 

communicates a slovenly appearance to the whole border; but 
if the seeds are planted as before named, after the borders are 
dug, patches of seedlings may then be transplanted into them, 
and the neatness of the beds or borders retained. We have 
grown candytufts, coreopsis, chryseis, silenes, petunias, and 
many other plants, in this manner, and can recommend it as an 
excellent method. The season is not so late, but what this 
may be now done. If self sown plants appear, remove them 
till the beds are dug, and then carefully replace them, and the 
operation is finished. 

ClintdniSL ilegans^ the elegant clintonia. — A delicate little 
spreading plant, growing about four inches high, with fine blue 
flowers, with a white eye. It somewhat resembles the Lo- 
belia gr&cilis. It is a native of California, and was introduced 
by Douglas in 1827. So much has this little plant been ad- 
mired, that Dr. Lindley has described it as forming, when in 
full flower, "a carpet of silver and blue," so brilliant are the 
flowers, reposing upon the small deep green foliage 'of the 
plant. In cultivation it requires a light, rich soil, and the 
plants should not stand too near together. The seeds may be 
sown in April, in a pot, or in May in the open ground. It is a 
fine plant for pot cultivation, as its branches hang over the 
rim of the pot, and with their numerous blue flowers present a 
rich display. We have cultivated it in this manner, and Mr. 
Haggerston, at Mr. Cushing's, has now several pots of it 
standing on the front shelf, in the green-house, its azure flowers 
contrasting beautifully with the scarlet clusters of the verbena. 

Clintdnh pulchillay the pretty clintonia. — Of the same 
habit and general appearance of C. ^legans, but with larger and 
more brilliant flowers: the blue is of a deeper shade, and the 
white eye more distinct and showy. It will probably, in a few 
years, when it shall become as well known as the elegans, 
take its place in collections. It is a native of California, and 
was introduced by Douglas in 1832, but it is so shy a seeder, 
that it has just found its way into the seedsmen's hands. It 
requires the same treatment as the C. 6legans. The habit of 
the plant is more robust, and, like the former, it is well adapt- 
ed to pot cultivation. 

Rodanthe Manglesu^ Mr. Mangles's rodanthe. — Noticed in 
our Vol. III., p. 177. We first cultivated this plant last sea- 
son. It is a beautiful annual, growing about a foot high, of slen- 
der habit, with rose-colored flowers, appearing in terminal pan- 
icles, and very freely produced. It is a native of New Hol- 
land. The seeds are small, and ours were planted in a pot, 
and placed in a hot-bed, in which the beat was nearly ex- 
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bausted. They came up freely, and were transplanted into 
the border about the first of June, where the plants flowered the 
whole season. Probably the seeds will grow freely, if sown 
in the border in May, if there is not the convenience of a hot- 
bed. We shall try it so this season. 

Verbena vendsa^ the veined verbena. — We have noticed 
this species at some length in our Vol. IV. (p. 217,) where 
we detailed its cultivation with the other species and varieties 
of verbenas: we merely name it now, to remark that, though a 
tender perennial, it flowers beautifully treated as an annual. The 
seeds, to have the plants flower abundantly, should be sown in a 
hot-bed in March or April, and the young plants turned out into 
the border in May. A good rich soil and open situation suits 
it best. 

Didlscns ccen^fettf, the blue didiscus. — One of the most or- 
namental annuals that we have for a long time seen, is one 
which we cultivated last year, under the name of Trachym^ne 
ccriilea, but which, though figured some time ago in the J3o- 
tanical Magazine^ has been lately altered by Dr. Lindley, and 
DOW called the Didiscus csrulea. The plant grows about two 
feet high, very erect, with rather large foliage, and long stems 
terminated with an elegant of light blue flowers, resembling 
the annexed engraving, {Jig. 5.) These remain in beauty 




for a long period, and when the flowers fall ofl^, the umbel 
closes up a conical manner quite ornamental. It is a native of 
New Holland, and was introduced into England in 1827, but it 

VOL. VI. — ^NO. IV. 18 
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has rarely been seen in gardens,.until within a few years. Tfaa 
seeds should be sown in pots, as early as the first part of April, 
and when an inch high, transplanted ojSf singly, into flower pots, 
where they may remain until the latter part of May, or early in 
June, when they may be turned out into the open ground. Tha 
soil should be rich and moist, and the plants will grow rapidly, 
and in August will throw up l(tng stems with large umbels of 
flowers, the most beautiful objects in the border. We exhib* 
ited several specimens last season, which were universally ad- 
mired. 

CldrkiB, ileganSy the elegant clarkia. — Though now become 
quite common, and cultivated in many collections, it is not so 
well known as it should be. It is of free growth, an abundant 
flowerer, and a showy and desirable annual. Self sown seeds 
produce the best plants, and as these generally come up in 
profusion, after the plants have once been grown in the garden 
they may be taken up and transplanted, as recommended under 
the head of Leptosiphon. The seeds may be also sown m 
May for a successional display of flowers during the latter 
part of summer. A native of California, and introduced by 
Douglas, in 1832. Last season we cultivated a rose colored 
variety of this, called C. 61egans var. rdsea. The flowers 
were slightly double; and their pale rosy tint formed a pretty 
contrast with the purplish shade of the C. 6legans. 

ThunbirgxB. alata dlba^ the white-flowered thunbergia. — 
The old and well known T. alkta is one of the most exquisite 
climbing annuals cultivated. Its bufl'-colored flowers, with 
their dark centre, are always admired. The T. alkta dlba is 
almost precisely like its parent, except in the color of the flow- 
ers, which is a pure and soft white, with a centre as dark, 
or darker, than the alata. So rare is this variety yet, that we 
could procure but three or four seeds last season, and from 
them we succeeded in growing only two or three plants. They 
flowered all summer, but the frost set in too soon to procure 
scarcely any seeds. We gave the plants the same treatment 
as the T . al^ta, and they flowered profusely, attaining the 
height of five or six feet. 

Sphcenogyne specidstty splendid sphsnogyne. — A new and 
showy annual, with large yellow flowers, each floret blotched 
at the base with rich purplish brown. The plants grow about 
a foot high, with a neat habit, the blossoms appearing on rather 
long stems above the foliage. It is a native of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and was introduced in 1835. We planted the 
seeds in April, in a pot, placed in a declining hot-bed. They 
came up freely, and were removed to the border the latter part 
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6f May, in good rich soil, where tfaey flowered from August 
to October. 

Schiz&rUhus Prte^ii, Mr. Priest's schizanthus. — All the 
scbizaothuses are beautiful plants, deserving a place in every 
garden. The S. Priestii is the most delicate of all the species 
or varieties, the flowers being of a pure white. It grows to 
about the same height of the S. pinnktus. It was accidentally 
produced among a bed of seedling plants of the S. pinn*^tus, 
about five years since. We cultivated it last season, and its 
delicate flowers were a great addition to the flower border. It 
requires the same treatment as the other kinds, viz. a light, 
rich soil, and rather sheltered situation. The seeds should be 
planted in April, in a pot, if convenient, and transplanted into 
the open ground, in May, but if not, the seeds may be planted 
in May, and the plants thinned out to the distance of six inches 
apart. 

Eutiea viscida^ viscid eutoca. — A very fine annual, grow- 
ing upwards of a foot high, of a spreading habit, with blue 
flowers, about an inch in diameter, produced in abundance 
nearly all summer. It is a native of California, where it was 
found by Douglas, and was introduced about 1832 or '33. It 
grows freely with the ordinary treatment of annuals. The 
seeds may be sown in the open border in May, and the plants 
afterwards transplanted. It is a good annual for planting in 
lai^e patches, and is a pretty companion to the nemophila. 

CollinsidL Hcolor^ the two-colored collinsia. — A very fine Cali- 
fomian annual,seeds of which were sent to the London Horticul- 
tural Society in 1833, by Douglas; but it did not find its way into 
general cultivation until 1836. When well grown, it is a very 
showy plant, throwing up a stem, from eighteen inches to two 
feet high, with small, lateral branches, the whole clothed with 
a profusion of its blue and white flowers. It does not succeed 
well in the heat of our summers, and the seeds should be sown 
in the fall, in the method noticed in p. 135. If large patches of 
the plants are set'out in the border, the profusion of their showy 
flowers, which will be displayed in May and June, will be the 
roost attractive ornaments of the garden . A light, rich soil, and 
cool situation, suit it best. Noticed in our Vol. II., p. 181. 

Siline compacta^ the large clustered catchfly. — There are 
seTeral species of annual catchfly, but none of them, that we 
have ever cultivated, equal the S. comp&cta. It grows about 
eighteen inches high, considerably branched, and every lateral, 
as well as the main stems, terminated with a very large and 
dense corymbose cluster of bright rosy red flowers, each indi- 
vidual blossom remaining in perfection until the whole are ex- 



Digitized by 



Google 



140 On the evUwation ofAnnwil Flowers. 

panded. In the summer of 1838 we bad a large bed of it, and 
It made an elegant display, until the plants were destroyed by 
frost. Beside its beauty as a garden ornament, it is a fine ad- 
dition to the bouquet, and should be cultivated by all who are 
desirous of possessing summer flowers, suitable for this object. 
The seeds should he sown early in May, and in any good rich 
soil the plants will grow and flourish without much care. 

Siline muUiJldra^ the many-flowered catchfly. — A dwarf- 
spreading species, throwing up numerous flower stems, termi- 
nated with a single pale rosy blossom. It is a pretty plant 
for growing in large masses, and when its branches cover the 
ground, and the whole surface of foliage is ornamented with 
flowers, it makes a fine display. It grows well in any soil> 
but flowers the most abundantly in a light, sandy one; it is, in 
consequence, well adapted to poor soils, and blooms well where 
many plants would scarcely live. 

Siline Tendrei^ Prof. Tenore's catchfly. — Anew and pretty 
plant, growing about a foot high, with deep rosy flowers, soli- 
tary, in stems thrown up above the foliage. It grows well in any 
ordinary soil, and the flowers are freely produced all summer. 
The seeds may be sown in May, in the open ground. 

There are several other new and beautiful annuals, which have 
been lately introduced to Britain. These will be noticed under 
the head of our Floricultural Intelligence, and we defer de- 
scribing them, until we have cultivated them ourselves, at the 
close of the coming season, when we hope to have an oppor- 
tunity to do so from our own experience. Some of those 
which are said to be very fine, are Gaillirdwi Drummondtt, 
Linum Berendi^rt, and (Enoth^ra Drummondtt, each dis- 
covered in Texas by Mr. Drummond, just before his death. 

Most of the more delicate annuals cannot be sown in the 
latitude of Boston, in the open ground, until after the first of 
May; such as it is desirable to forward for early blooming, 
may be sown in April, in a hot-bed or a frame, and the young 
plants potted off into small pots, ready for turning out into the 
border in May, when the others may be planted, and the whole 
work of the flower garden finished at once. 

Having already extended this article to a much greater 
length than we had intended, we shall defer its completion until 
our next, when we shall add a list of the most suitable kinds 
for cultivation, arranged according to their height and color, 
and some remarks on the best method of arrangement in small 
gardens, accompanied, perhaps, with a plan. 
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Art. IV. Jfotes on Gardens and Nurseries. 

Mr. Cu$hing\ Belmont Place, March 20th. — ^We have 
not visited this beautiful place, at this early season of the year, 
since the spring of 1838. Our last visit was ma^e in August 
of last year, and our remarks, at that time, were mostly con- 
fined to the flower garden. The beautiful conservatory and 
hot-^houses were now in fine order; indeed, their appearance has 
much improved within the past year or two. Many of the 
plants have acquired a greater size, and, in consequence, flow* 
er stronger, and continue in beauty for a greater length of 
time. Several plants, too, have been added: the number of 
varieties of geraniums has been augmented by the addition of 
fine kinds, and the collection embraces many beautiful sorts. 
Some new stove plants have also been obtained, and among 
them, the Ipomse^a Horsf&llt<B. It is so long since we have 
particularly noticed the plants in the conservatory and stove, 
that we shiall give a brief account of what we saw in flower. 

The first thing which strikes every beholder, at this season 
of the year, as he enters the house from the main front, is a 
mass of rich and luxuriant vegetation, and various colored 
flowers, standing upon the semi-ch-cular stage at the back of 
the conservatory, and, forming, as it were, a dense forest: but 
when we were here, the spectator had only to turn his eye 
upward, as he stept into the door, and the roof seemed as if 
inlaid with buds and blossoms : the whole centre of that 
part of the house was one mass of flowers; from it hung, in 
the greatest profusion, tlie long and beautifully formed clusters 
of the Wistkria Consequ^na, a plant which we have repeatedly 
urged upon the notice of every body who loves a beautiful 
flower, and, we are glad to say, with some effect, as it is now 
found in many of the collections around Boston; but it is not 
half appreciated: it need not, we are sure, be confined wholly 
to green-house cultivation; it stands the winter, unprotected, 
in New York, and we are confident it can be made to flourish 
here equally well in the open air. But we have digressed- 
Next to the wistaria, which covers a large portion of the cen- 
tre part of the roof of the conservatory, on the left, was a 
yellow Lady Banks rose, so abundant in flowers as to hide 
nearly every green leaf, many of its clusters containing eleven 
and twelve flowers. On the right, in a corresponding situa- 
tion, the white Lady Banks covered about an equal space, and 
was also covered with its snow white flowers. These throe 
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plants were, of themselves, sufficient to render a visit interest- 
ing, if there had not been another flower expanded. 

Besides these, many of the heaths were in flower; E. c6n- 
color, Bowiedna, purp\irea, and some others. Several large 
while azaleas were like masses of snow, so completely cov- 
ered were they with flowers; plants of A. phoenicea, pu- 
oicea, indica ignescens and Smithtt, were also very splendid. 
Each of these were placed on Chinese stands, solated from 
the other plants, that their elegance might not be hidden 
the surrounding foliage. No idea can be formed of the 
beauty of this tribe, until the plants acquire strength to 
bloom well. The two front stages were filled with geraniums, 
and, though nearly all the flowers had been cut but a day or 
two previous, there was still a fine display. On the front 
shelf, numerous pots of verbenas and Clintdnta ^legans were 
interspersed with bulbs and other plants, the branches of the 
former hanging down three feet or more, so as to nearly reach 
the floor, and covered with flowers. Phl6x Drumm6ndu was 
blooming beautifully. 

In the forcing houses adjoining, next to the stoves, we no- 
ticed numerous pear, apple, plum, fig, and other fruit trees, in 
pots, which had flowered, and were setting their fruit: the 
grapes were also showing enormous clusters of buds on the 
rafters. A large plant of Psdnta albifldra Pottsii was coming 
into flower. Some of the finest neriums we ever saw, were 
also flowering; their individual blossoms as large as a rose, 
and the clusters containing from ten to twenty-five flowers. 
Mr. Haggerston cultivates this plant with great success, and 
we hope, at some future time, to induce him to communicate 
to us his mode of treating this much neglected plant. A plant 
of the new Clematis Siebdldi was in full flower, and it is one 
of the prettiest specimens of this family. 

On entering the stoves, a change at once struck us. The 
vigorous and heakfay pine-plants, which, when we were here last, 
were bending down under the weight of their luscious fruit, 
were no where to be seen; not a single specimen remained. 
The whole of the plants had been taken out, and their place was 
occupied by splendid large plants of £i4lvia spI6ndens, in fuQ 
bloom. Mr. Haggerston was very successful in the cultivation 
of the pine-apple, and raised some very large fruits; but, from 
some cause, Mr. Gushing was not desirous of occupying the 
room in the stoves with them any longer, and, at his request, 
their cultivation was abandoned for the present. We hope, 
however, at some future time their growth will be resumed. 
A new method of heating and ventilating hot-houses, has been 
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invented in England, by which means pines and all other fruits 
may be raised, with all the flavor and richness they possess 
when growing in the open air. We should be glad to see a 
bouse erected here upon this plan, and the cultivation of the 
pine again attempted, believing, from what has been stated by 
the best English fruit raisers, of the excellence of this new 
method, that it would be attended with full success. 

One of the richest flowers that we have seen for some time, 
was the Ipomae^a Horsf^llice running on the back wall. The 
plant was set out last year: it had now extended its shoots 
many feet, and was throwing out numerous clusters of buds, . 
one or two of which were expanded: the flowers are of the 
deepest crimson, handsomely formed, and frequently appear in 
clusters of fifteen or twenty together: I. panicullita and in« 
signis, growing near by, were thrown entirely in the shade by 
this new and gorgeous species. Combrdtum purptireum, as usu« 
al, was in bloom. That elegant bulb, Ism^ne •imancaeSy was al- 
so expanding its flowers. A large plant of C^reus grandifl6< 
rus, in a pot, was full of buds. A beautiful hibiscus, received 
from China, with nearly white flowers, delicately veined with 
rose, was in bloom, together with many other showy plants. In 
one of the stoves, the grapes were half grown, and in the other, 
the fruit had just set for a succession crop. 

Very little forcing has been carried on the past winter; in 
one of the pits beans were growing, and several crops had been 
gathered; but besides these, we believe strawberries have been 
the only thing which have been brought forward. 

The old mansion is at last to be removed, and a new one to 
be erected in its place; and we expect to see in the new house 
a specimen of architecture, which will excel any thing which has 
heretofore been exhibited in our vicinity. 

Oakley Placty Mr. PraWe. — ^We found it but little difl^erent 
here from what we have heretofore noticed. The green*house 
was filled with the usual collection of geraniums and camellias, 
and a few other plants. In the collection were some fine large 
azaleas. Since we were here before, some seedling ericas, 
which we then mentioned, have come into flower; among them 
we noticed three or four handsome kinds, but their names 
we could not ascertain. A pretty little bulb, Babidna lambii- 
ciana was in bloom, with pale blue flowers. 

On the back wall we here also found the Wistkrta Conse- 
qu^na in bloom, but not in such profusion as at Mr. Cush- 
ing's; although the plant is an older one, it is not so favor- 
ably situated. We have read some account in Paxton's 
Magazine of Botany j where Mr. Knight, of the King's Road 
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Nursery, pursued a system, by which he induced the plants to 
flower three times in the year; his plan was as follows: — Im- 
mediately after the first flowering is over in April, (May in the 
open air,) all the leaves are stripped off the plant, and all the 
shoots are cut off which have been made by the first growth, 
to within a few eyes of the main stems; these soon shoot out 
again, and flower freely in June and July; after the flowers 
have fallen, the same' operation of stripping off the leaves and 
cutting in the shoots is performed again, and the plants bloom 
once more in September and October; thus affording a sue- 
cessional bloom for nearly eight months of the year. This ope- 
ration can only be performed on old established plants, as on 
younger ones it would tend to weaken them so much as to pre- 
vent their blooming with any degree of beauty. We hope Mr. 
McLennan, or Mr. Haggerston will try this experiment, as both 
of their plants are sufliciently strong to allow a trial. 

In the forcing ground we found cucumber plants just com- 
ing into bloom, and melon plants just hilled out, together with 
frames of radishes, lettuce, &c. 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

AsT. I. Fweign Notices, 

ENGLAND. 

New method of warming and ventilating hot-houses, greenrhouses^ 
^e. — A new method of warmiDg and ventilating hot-houses, green- 
houses, graperies, stoves, &c., has lately been invented, which prom- 
ises great benefits to the horticultural community. This method is 
called the Penn system, after the name of its inventor, Mr. Peon, 
near London, a large iron manufacturer. The plan was first at- 
tempted in his own hot-houses, &c., and it was found to be so supe- 
rior to any thing which has heretofore been tried, that he has already- 
put up the apparatus in the hot-houses and green-houses of several 
cultivators, lK>th amateurs and nurserymen. Mr. Wilmot, of Isle- 
worth, the great forcer of fruits and Vegetables for the London mar- 
ket, has adopted Mr. Penn's system in his pinery; and so satisfied is 
he that it is far superior to all other modes, that he declares, hence- 
forth, all forcing will be **a/iirce," if attempted by any other plan of 
heating than that of Mr. Peun's. Pines, wnich, previous to the time 
the apparatus was put up, were almost tasteless, have since been cut, 
promising all the richness and flavor, which have fully entitled them to 
that character, the king of fruits. Strawberries, which are almost 
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universally, \vhen forced, destitute of their peculiar flavor, thouf^h cul- 
tivated with the flrreatest skill, are said to be aM fine as if growing in 
the opeu air, and this, too, when standing at some distance from the 
glass. Without intending to vouch for the correctness of these state- 
ments', althoueh made in the Gardener^t Magazine, over the signa- 
ture of Mr. Wilmot, we cannot but believe, from what we have read 
on the subject, that it promises a Qreat revolution in the method of 
heating and ventilating all kinds of structures for plants. 
^ Mr. Penn's system has not yet been fully detailed, but, fronr a no- 
tice of the same by the conductor of the Gardener's Magazine, who 
has inspected Mr. Penn's different houses, we gather the following 
information. That the heating apparatus consisis of copper pipes, 
through which hot water circulates; these pipes are placed in a sunk 
area in the back shed, and between the back of the house to be heat- 
ed, and the back shed wall; the circulation of the water in the hori- 
zontal pipes, which traverse the area from one end to the other, 
keeps the air heated to a high degree; from the area arise perpendic- 
ular pipes, placed at a short distance from each other, according to 
the length of the house and the temperature required. The 'hot air 
aj>cends through these, and through openings in the back wall, oppo- 
site the top of each pipe, the air rushes into the house, and, passmg 
over the plants, it descends through a grating, forming the front walk, 
or if not a walk, through a grating placed there on purpose, into 
shallow pits or trenches, which conduct the air to the sunk area, 
where it la again heated, and again ascends through the per^iendicular 
pipes: thus the circulation is constantly kept up, and there is a con- 
tinued drafl of air through the bouse. If more fresh air is wanted, 
this is admitted through apertures in each end of the area, communi- 
cating with the outer air, and is admitted in larger or less quantity, ac- 
cording to the temperature desired to be kept up. If there is too 
much heat, the ventilators must be partially closed up, and the heat 
not allowed to enter. So rapidly does the air circulate, that if a little 
essential oil is dropt upon the pipe, the odor of the same is immedi- 
ately perceived by any one standmg on the grating in the front of sho 
bouse. 

Mr. Penn's system can be adapted to any sized or any shaped hoii»- 
es, whether new or at present heated by any other plan; but the 
cost will be greater or less, according to the facilities for erecting 
the same; it can be the most neatly arranged, if put up when the 
house is erected. We shall refer to this again, and accompany our 
remarks with an engraving more fully illustrating its operations.— £<^. 

Tha Rival Yellow Dahlias, — One of the best yellow dahlias which 
has ever been produced is said to be Cox's yellow Defiance^ a seed- 
ling of 1833, and repeatedly exhibited at the meetings of the Metro- 
politan Society of Florists and Amateurs, last season, in stands of six 
or more blooms, and gained the prize for the best seedling exhibited. 
The stock of roots has been purchased by the Messrs. Brown, of 
Slough, and plants are offered for sale at 15«. sterling each. It was 
figured in the Horticultural Journal for October last, and, from the 
appearance of the flower, we should judge it to be superior to any of 
the yellows which we now possess , being unexceptionable in form, 
deep yellow, cupped petals, and constant in its habit of blooming. 

Mr. Widnall has also raised a yellow, which he has stated to be 

''the best in the kingdom," and it has also gained several premiums 

at the periodical shows. At the Cambridge exhibition both of the 

yellows were exhibited, and from the Horlicullta'al Journal we learn 
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that there was '^a atand up fight'' between the two Tnrietiea which 
were eAh'bited before competent judges, and there Mr. Widnall's wag 
awarded the premium. The same writer then makes the following 
remarks, in relation to the two flowers : — 

*Mt would be impeaching the judgment of the censors without proper 
grounds, to assert that thev were partial; but we, who fancy we know 
something about a dahlia, have wondered at the existence of a yellow 
finer than that raised by Cox, and, without seeing the rival, we felt so 
confident in our opinion of that which we had seen, that we ventured 
to back it against any flower that could be produced for any sum. It 
was in vain people told us what excellent judges the Cambridge folks 
were — it was useless to prate to us about the London flower being 
*beaten all to pieces,' — we concluded there was unfair play some- 
where, and have tried to learn where. We saw the two flowers side 
by side, on Wednesday, (Sept. 35th,) six blooms of each, and what 
we merely thought before was reduced then to a certainty. We heard 
too, among the exhibitors, that there was nothing easier than to ac- 
count for the Cambridge award. It seems (and if we have collected 
the facts carelessly, or quoted them incorrectly, we shall be glad to 
set forth a better account hereafter,) that Cox sent eight fine blooms 
of the yellow, and, not being able to attend, requested the two best 
might be staged, and the remainder exhibited openly. It seems, also, 
that two were put up, and that the six never made their appearance 
at all. It would be unfair to charge the secretary, or any body else, 
with designedly taking the worst two blooms; but whoever selected 
them might have done so in ignorance, and as flowers occasionally 
erumple and collapse, or get pressed and damaged in travelling, there 
may have been much diflerence in the compactness and the symmetry 
of a bloom in the e^es of a real connoisseur, though a common oIh 
server may not see it, and, without the least intention, injustice may 
have been done to the flower. Now it is clear, that, unless there was 
some object in keeping back the blooms, the other six might have 
been shown, and should have been shown, not only to illustrate the 
habit of the flower, but to gratify the public and add to the exhibi- 
tion : this was not done — ^the six other blooms, which probably com- 
prised two of the best, were not permitted to be seen, and this, though 
It might not aflect the judgment of the censors, would have enabled 
the public to see the geberal habit of the flower, and also to observe 
whether the best had been put up. The mystery, therefore, of its 
having been beaten by a worse flower, is partly cleared up by the 
presumption that two flowerft, which had suffered from travelluig, and 
the worst of eight, instead of the best, may have been put up Against 
two fresh cut blooms, and then the disparagemeut may been suflfcient^ 
]y great to influence the judgment. However, there could be no mis- 
take at Chiswick, each party put up his own blooms, and both va- 
rieties were fine; but in one essential property there was no compari- 
son — the beauty of the centre. Not one dahlia in fifly , even of those 
esteemed, have what can be fairly called handsome centres, and Mr* 
Widnall's flower is one of the mass — the centre is exhibitable, and 
that is all. Mr. Cox's is fine, plump, round, and forms a handsome 
finish to the flower. In two other respects the Cambridse flower ie 
inferior — it quills more, and therefore is not so round." — Hort Jour, 
It is somewhat doubtful whether either of these yellows are import- 
ed this season, as there are no dry roots for sale, and plants grown 
from cuttings can only be obtained. There is something to be allow- 
ed for prejudice, in favor of Mr. Cox's floweri in the above account| 
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and their real excellence can only be decided by coltivaton who may 
have the opportunity to grow both.*— jG<^. 

FRANCE. 

The BiUand^au Cabbage, Chou de M. Billandeau.-^The Horticul- 
tural Society of Paris appointed a committee on August 8, 1839, to 
examine and report on this cabbage, which is said to be no large that 
the chou cavalier is a mere dwarf to it. MM. Billandeau are 
seedsmen in Paris, and they received a plant of this cabbage from 
a correspondent in the department of Deux Sevres, where cabbage is 
much cultivated for feeding cattle. The specimen sent was discover- 
ed in a field among others; and, being remarkable for its large size, 
it was lef^ for three years, and afterwards taken up and sent to Paris. 
It grew on a sandy soil, with a calcareous sand as a subsoil, and the 
water is found at the depth of two and a half feet under \U No other 
variety of .cabbage grows higher in this soil than three feet; but the 
specimen of the chou de Billandeau sent to Paris, measured in height 
ten feet. It begins to branch at eight inches above the neck; the 
branches are thirty in number, the lower ones from eight feet to nine 
feet in length, divergent, recumbent, and curved upwards at the ex- 
tremities. At the period of flowering, the principal shoot of each of 
these thirty branches subdivides at the summit into twenty heads of 
flowers, thus giving on the whole plant forty spikes of seed pods. 
These pods do not differ from others, but the seeds are less round, 
and more unequal in size. The leaves of the plant, the committee 
were assured, were from five feet to six feet in length, pliant, not curl- 
ed, and resembling those of the cauliflower, but on a much larger 
scale. The plant was raised from seed along with others, and not 
from a cutting, as some have alleged. It is considered probable that 
this variety is a sport from the chou branchu de Poiteau, of which the 
chou vivace de Daubenton is a sport. It resembles more the latter 
than the former; but it differs from ooth in being higher than the chou 
cavalier, while the chou branchu and the chou vivace are less large than 
the chou cavalier. M. Poiteau, who is now (Sept. 5,) in Lon(K>n, sf- 
Bures us that this account is not in the slit^htest degree exaggerated; 
and, as the seeds, no doubt, will be immediately exposed to sale, such 
of our readers as are curious in the culture of cabbage will soon have 
an opportunity of trying the chou Billandeau in England. The re- 
port, which is drawn up by M. Poiteau, concludes with the following 
paragraph : — 

"Do varteties re-produee thetMehes from $eed1 — ^We might, and, 
indeed, we ought, to be asked^ whether the seeds of the chou Billan- 
deau will produce plants resembling their parent. To answer this 
Question, we must have recourse to experience and analogy, and say, 
tnat, in our own time, there have been formed many tribes or varie- 
ties in certain families of vegetables, particularly among cabbages. 
Thus the Brussels sprouts have not always existed; we have not al- 
ways possessed so many varieties of broccoli; the branching balsam, 
the dwarf balsam, the branching China aster, and the dwarf China as- 
ter, are the fruits-of modern culture, and form races which perpetuate 
themselves by seeds, the plants which produce these being annually 
selected, or, at all events, those which appear to deviate from the ap- 
proved variety are rooted out. In the same way, the varieties of do- 
mestic animals are preserved pure, by avoiding crosfi-impregnatinn, 
«od giving them suitable nourishment, &c. The seed from a double 
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dahlia will produce more double ones thnn that from a single dahlia^ 
The dark brown nasturtium, which we all know was produced acci- 
dentally from the yellow variety, re-produces itself and perpetuates 
itself, by means ot selecting the plants that are to bear seed. Curled 
parsley, which was not known in the time of La Quintinye, and curl- 
ed Normandy cress, whose origin is still more recent, produce seeds 
nearly as freely as natural species; the Chinese haricot bean, a dwarf 
variety with yellow seeds, produces a branching variety with white 
seeds, which perpetuates itself by seeds. The Spanish haricot bean 
has given, within these few years, a two-colorea variety, which re- 
produces itself from seed. We could cite many other plants, of aa 
origin more or less recent, that perpetuate themselves from seeds by 
the means of annual selections; but here is enough to draw our con- 
clusion, that varieties often reproduce themselves from seed and fVom 
new races. Thus the cabbage of M. Billandeau, being a variety of 
extraordinary height and size, can, according to the course of thinji:8, 
re-produce seeds, perpetuate itself, and, by the means of successive 
selections, constitute at last a permanent race." {Rapport, ^c, p. 7.) 
These remarks are worthy the attention of the thinking gardener. 
It appears to us, that it may be laid down as a general principle, that 
all varieties which originate in seed will propagate themselves by seed 
to a certain extent, whether they be annuals, perennials, or ligneous 
plants. Formerly it was generally believed that the seeds of an apple 
would produce nothing but a crab; but now every one knows that the 
seeds of any particular variety of apple will produce that variety; 
perhaps with some slight variations, or, perhaps, with one plant 
among many so far different as to constitute a new variety or sub- 
variety; for all varieties originate in sports. Thus, among timber 
and ornamental trees, the seeds of the purple beech will produce 
plants with leaves all more or less purple; the cut-leaved commoa 
oak, and the cut-leaved or eiagle claw maple, reproduce themselves; 
and we have no doubt, if the weeping ash, which is a female plant, 
could be fecundated by a male weeping ash, the produce would be 
chiefly weeping plants; but there being no weeping male, and the 
plants of the weeping ash, when they produce seeds, having been of 
necessity fecundated by an upright growing male, the produce is part- 
ly weeping and partly upright. We found a proof of what we nave 
stated respecting the oak, in a nursery at Dumfries, in 1881, as men- 
tioned in a former volume; and other instances will also be found re- 
corded in this Magazine, though we have not time at present to search 
for the references. These will be found in the general index which 
we are now preparing fur the fifteen volumes of this work, now near- 
ly completed. {Gard, Mag.) 



Art. II. Domestic Notices. 



Specimens of the productions of South Florida. — We have received 
from Dr. H. Ferrine, agent of the Tropical Plant Company, Indian Key, 
specimens of the bark of the indigenous perennial cotton shrubs, and fo- 
liaceous fibres of freshly cut leaves of the indigenous agaves, which in- 
habit the most rocky situations of the Florida Keys. 

**Tlie perennial cotton shrubs," Dr. Perrine remarks, «*grow to the 
size of a large peach tree, with trunks, and sometimes evtsn brancbeSi 
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09 thick as my arm. The gamples of tlie bark I send you are stripped 
from some of tfie canes of perennial cotton, which 1 have collected for 
grattUtous distribution. " Gathered 1 4th Feb., 1840— heat 74''— lat. i24<» 
48' N— lon^. 80° 55' W. 

You see, hence, Ist, That indigenous agaves are numerous nuisances 
on the Florida keys, and yet their green, living leaves yield fotiaeeous 
fibres, which are superior substitutes for common flax ancf oommon 
hemp. 

2d, That indigenous gossypiums are also numerous nuisances, and 
yet their green, living barks yield cortical layers, which are superior 
MubstitiUes for common flax and common hemp ! 

At Lignumvitie, this week, they have been clearing acres of these 
cotton shrubs, and burning them. As I have shown these people the 
value of the bark^ it is to be hoped ttiat even they will at \enaisave the 
bark from the flames! Five zealous collectors of tropical productions 
of the Florida Keys, in twelve weeks would corroborate all my individ-* 
ual labors of twelve years. 

Certainly a Horticultural Society could not better use a half an 
hour, than in passing a resolution, requesting the members of Con- 
gress to do their duty, by the immediate restoration of desert freedom 
to individual industry in this desert. Barely allow to South Florida 
the pioneer freedom of the pioneer pilgrims of Plymouth, and its des- 
ert districts will soon be blooming with the plants of paradise. Give 
any pioneer pair the pioneer freedom of our flrst parents, and in this 
country and climate of Eden every poor couple may soon create their 
own garden of £den. 

Please to announce my readiness to supply, at Indian Key, gratui- 
tous specimens of all tropical productions of South Florida to every 
philo-vegeculturist, who will endeavor to get them prior to the first 
of June next. — H. Perrine, Indian Key, Feb., 1840. 

We have received from Dr. Perrine some random recollections, re- 
lating to the establishment of the Tropical Plant Company, at Indian 
Key, and shall give some of the most interesting extracts from them 
in a future number; in the mean time, we invite the attention of our 
friends to the above remarks of Dr, Perrine. — Ed. 

Plants usually considered tender, which have withstood the past 
winter, in the open ground, without protection, — ^Tlie following plants 
have stood out here the past winter without protection, viz: — hMiia Aya- 
cinthina, AlstroemSn'a psittacinas, O'xalis Bowidi, Spar&xis versicolor. 
Gladiolus tristis and bimaculktus, Tris pav6nia, Watsdnia Merikna and 
margin^ta, .i^'ster argophyllus, and some others which I do not recollect 
now. This evening the air coming in at my window is redolent with 
the perfume of the green flowered sweet shrub (Calvx^&nthus glauca?) 
and I hear the notes of the whip-poor-will.— JVf. d, IV,, Athens^ Gm,, 
March 20, 1840. 

Early forced Cucumbers. — Cucumbers were produced in the garden 
of Wm. G. Steams, Esq., Cambridge, under the management of his gar- 
dener, Mr. Uines, on the 16th of last month, the first, we believe, that 
have been cut in the vicinity of Boston the present year. — Ed. 

Instances of variation in inflorescence. — Some curious instances of 
a departure from the usual forms ^f flowers, havs fallen under our 
notice. It is generally understood, that in the axils of the stems of 
plants, at the juncture of the leaves, and indeed wherever two or- 
gans are in close continuity, there exists a power of throwing out new 
leaves, branches or buds. A very strong plant of Gladiolus natal^n- 
sis exhibited this fact^ during the last suuimer, in a singular manner. 
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After the asual spike hnd nearly expanded its bnds, ah axillary spike, 
or branch, was extended below the original, and gave a considerable 
bloom. The flowers on this were rather small, but suffered in no 
other particular. 

On endeavorint? to seed a multiplex flowered dahlia, the calycine 
Scales were freed from the decay mg florets, in order to prevent the 
destroction of the germs. Instead of answering our expectations, a 
new series of minute, imperfect buds were formed, beneath the lower 
scales, each furnished with the imbricated calycine leaves of the reg- 
ular flower bud. 

Tulips sometimes exhibit a marked variation from their usual style. 
Sepals become leaves, and bractes, or leaves, assume the colors of 
the sepals. Two or more flowers are produced, where only one 
should exist. In a Bizarre, called Imperatrice Romnin, we remem- 
ber to have seen several such irregular blossoms, creating, as it were, 
some other plant than a true tulip. 

We have, in our herbarium, specimens of Hep&tica americkna, 
in which distinct flowers are produced under the regular ones. The 
same fact occurs in the double varieties of the daisey, and such a sort 
is actually known to cultivators, as the proliferous, and trivially 
distinguished by the name of hen and chickens. 

Monopetalous corolled flowers, whose edges are divided into seg- 
ments, do not continue true to the natural form; the segments of 
Primula pne^nitens, for example, being oflentime six in number, in- 
stead of five. In this case, tne variation is an improvement to the 
Btvle of the flower, and could a permanent variety be produced, 
where this would always occur, it would be a desirable acquisition to 
our floriculture.— CA<>/m«^or<^, Jan,y 1840. 

Planls of MMca edulu, whose roots are solid tubers, after being 
in the ground six months, and prevented from making their regular 
growth on the previous season, are, notwithstanding these disadvan- 
tages, appearing above the soil. This extreme power of protracted 
vitality, in re-producing new tubers upon the old, when deprived of 
their regular process of increase, by the annual foliage, is a striking 
provisional law against entire destruction. Amid fearful exigencies, 
the struggle for continuance and preservation is generally successful. — 
C, JB. Spec, 

Coeoa-nut squash, — Are yoo acquainted with the cocoa-nut 
squash? It is a hard shelled winter squash, shaped just like the au- 
tumnal marrow squash. It is perfectly green when gathered, but, if 
exposed to the light, begins now to put on a yellowish hne. The 
flesh is of a rich golden yellow, very close, flne and rich, and without 
any strong flavor of any kind, which forms so much of an objection, 
with many to the Valparaiso, the marrow, and some other kinds* 
For eating, I consider it decidedly preferable to any other kind, and 
such, I believe, is the opinion of all who have tried it, sd far as I 
know. It is, moreover, the best squash to keep that I have ever tri- 
ed. I have now something like forty of them, and have not discover- 
ed a decayed spot in one of them since they were gathered, while the 
crooknecks, the Valparaiso, and the marrows are with much difficul- 
ty kept till this time, and of the two latter kinds, a majority of them 
have decayed. This is the second season I have had them. Where 
they originated 1 cannot ascertain. They came here from Connecti- 
cut, or that way. I looked in Boston market last fall, but saw noth- 
ing of the kind. — J. M. £., Worcester , Jan.^ 1840. 
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AftT. ill. ReirotpeeUve CriHciim. 

Seleetmg mid impregnating ffwietie$ cf$eed$, (in answer to a eor- 
respoodent, p.81.) — In the last number of your Magazine, the first arti- 
cle particularly attracted my attention. W hile your correspondent has 
devoted bis pen, as heretofore, to the subject of horticulture and flor- 
iculture, his communications bare been ?ery interesting, showing that 
he understood the subject whereof he treats; but, as he has now stray- 
ed into agriculture, aud undertakes to instruct farmers on the subject 
of their art, and which art myself, as one, ha?e been engaged in from 
infancy, it behooves us to correct those flights of fancy which appear 
so plausible in theory, but in practice are directly the reverse. 

On the changing of seed grain, he recommends <<to select the best 
seeds from any neighboring farm," and "if imported^ bo much the 
better.** And whv not select the best from his own farm ? l*he late 
Mr. Cooper, of new Jersev (and where is higher authority ?) has 
practically established the fnct years ago, that, so far from grain de- 
teriorating on a farm, by proper management, always selecting the 
best, it actually improves ! ! 1 do not wish to review his article so as 
to enter into a dispute with so able a writer, but merely to give some 
of my own experience on the subject. 

During the three years previous to the last, the wheat crop has 
failed considerably in this section of country, first by the fly, and af- 
terwards by rust and mildew. Owing to these failures the farmers 
generally commenced changing their seed grain, thinking to remedy 
the evil. I myself was induced to follow suit; besides trying all the 
different varieties of wheat in the vicinity, I received some from a 
considerable distance, as well as by several ships from Tuscany, Po- 
land, Russia, the Mediterranean, Malaga, &c.; but Sir, in every in^ 
ttanee 1 vfoe dtMOppoifUed; and now, after all mv trouble ancf ex- 
pense, I have returned to the old variety, which I nave been cultivat- 
ing on the same farm upwards of twenty years, and which is yet, in 
favorable or unfavorable seasons, the most pro«luctive variety. It 
has not deterterated^ as far as I am competent to judge, except per- 
haps being more of a mixture than formerly. All the benefit l de- 
rived by coanging mj seed, was a host of weeds, which will require 
some ^eare and considerable labor to eradicate, and 9ome eTsperienee^ 
that wilt induce me to be more cautious for the future, it has not, 
however^ deterred me from experimenting with all kinds of foreign 
seeds, only in smaller quantities. I find, by experience, that foreign 
seeds, particularly wheat, oats, barley, &c., generallv produce so poor 
a crop the first year, that it requires several years before it becomes ac- 
customed to the climate, and that, afler the second and third year, if 
the plants admit of being acclimated, it will then begin to improve; 
and, for this reason, we ought not to be discouraged if the first crop 
should be a failure. 

Last fall, a year, I obtained a small quantity of a remarkably ihie 
kind of wheat, from Mr. Thorburn, New York. It was late when I 
returned home: I sowed it, however, and it bareljr came up in the 
fallj it was much iigured by frost, which retarded its growth in the 
sprmg; the consequence was, that the rust attacked the plants when 
in flower, and the grain was so much shrivelled, that T did not believe 
it capable of veieetating. I sowed it, however, last fall; it came up, 
and now looks vigorous; and I have no doubt, that, should the season 
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continue favorable, this inferior seed will produce a superior ^ain to 
the progeny of the fine sample I first received; showing, conclusive- 
ly, that good $eed may produce an inferior offspring, and inferior 
$eed may produce a good crop; more depending on the seasons than 
theoridts are aware of. Whereas, the ignorant and prejudiced culti- 
vator of the soil is generally compelled to bear the whole of the 
blame, if he is so unfortunate as to sustain a failure in his crops; it is 
all attributed to his ignorance or unwiUiugness to take counsel from 
wiser heads. 

''Potatoes, in particular," your correspondent thinks, ''should nev- 
er be planted on the same farm more thnn two vears, and if a change 
is made yearly, so much the better." Now I do not wish to dispute 
his words, but my own experience difiers very materially from his 
views. As a general crop, I have cultivated the same variety of po- 
tatoes for at least fifteen vears, and, so far from degenerating, they 
are now, if not better, at least equally as g^ood as at first. I have oc- 
CHsionaliy selected the largest for plantmg, and occasionally have 
taken the very smallest, but never could perceive any difiference in 
favor of the large. To satisfy my own mind on the subject, I at one 
time planted alternate rows with large and small, the large potatoes 
were cut in three or four pieces, and planted nbout ten inches apart 
in the rows, while the small ones, being planted whole or without be- 
ing cut, at about five inches apart, produced more potatoes and equal-' 
]y as large. I did not measure them, but was satisfied in my own 
mind, (and that was all I aimed at,) that the small' potatoes, being 
planted so much thicker, produced the largest crop. 

He says, " that Societies should be formed in every county, that 
they may communicate any intelligence relative to agriculture, and 
the experiments made, and their results," &c. Much do I wish to 
see the day, when every county in the Union can boast of its agricul- 
tural and horticultural society. I heartily concur with your intelli- 
gent correspondent, as regards the intermixture of difierent vegeta- 
bles during their infiorescence, and that too much care cannot be taken 
to keep them at a distance, particularly the Indian corui the melon, 
and the cabbage tribe. 

However, when he comes to give a history of the improved vari- 
eties of fT&m in Europe, and predicts ''that the same results may be 
accomplished by our own farmers, if they would but pay a little 
more attention to the cultivation of their farms!! with such a soil 
and climate, a thousand fold might be produced ! P* I am at a loss 
to comprehend his meaning. Does he mean to say that we might 
produce a thousand bushels of wheat, oats, &c., where we now pro- 
duce only one? Comment is useless. Could not theorists devise 
some means, for the benefit of the farmer, to induce consumers to 
make iiway with the surplus grain now in the country, so as to pro- 
duce a market for the balance? The farmers have already produced 
too much, as they are now barely paid- for their labor, provided they 
can find a market; it is sometimes difficult to find buyers at the low 
price that grain now commands, and farmers are compelled to store 
their grain, for want of a market at any price. What the conse- 
quence will be, when we become so enlightened as to raise "a thou^ 
•and for one,^^ I am unable to tell. — J. B. Oarber, Columbia^ Lancas^ 
ter Co., Pa., March, 1840. 

Fruit buds of Peach trees destroyed, (p. US.)— A correspondent 
from Burlington, N. J., says "that all his peaches have been destroy- 
ed in the bud, and a^sks if any of your correspondents can give a rea-> 
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fon how it is that they are often so destroyed, &c." Mine^ Mr. 
Editor, have shared the same fate, while within half a mile from my 
farm, on the hills, they are uninjured. The reason, I believe, is, 
(and I have lost mnny a crop by its effects,) that whenever the mer- 
cury in Fahrenheit's thermometer falls so low as 10° below zero, the 
fruit buds on peaches are destroyed: cold air is said to be heavier 
than warm air, and, for that reason, in cold frosty mornings, when 
the air is not agitated by wind, the coldest air naturally sinks down 
to the lowest valleys; 1 hUve noticed occasionally, that when the cold 
is equally severe, as indicated by the thermometer, but with a brisl^ 
wind, the peaches are not injured. This is additional evidence why 
tender plants from southern latitudes, are less affected by the cold, 
on high and exposed situations, than in low and protected sunny 
nooks. — J. B. GarbeVy Columbia, Pa., March, 1840. 

'*Pm nothing, if not eritictd.'^ (In answer to Querist, p. 115.) — 
Tour correspondent, who doubts the proper construction or the term 
•'wherever grown," as given by the "Committee," in awarding the 
premiums on "native plants," is referred to the proposals for the four 
ensuing years, for the same object. 

The term, to "grow plants," however hwtieultural or technical^ 
18 not grammatical — and the expression "wherever found growing," 
would have been more precise and correct than "wherever grown.'* 

The object being to introduce the culture of "native plants," the 
Society obviously meant to offer premiums for the best exhibition of 
the same during the first season, whether brought from field or gar- 
den. 

It is hoped the worthy "grower," alluded to as the "one only who 
has fulfilled the spirit, if not the letter," will maintain his claim by a 
successful competition for the premiums hereafter offered for the best 
"cultivated native plants," and await with confidence the iust views 
and impartial decision of the "Committee on Flowers." — A Cultivat" 
or^ though no "G?i*ototfr," Salem, March 5, 1840. 

Tropical Plant Co,, Indian Key, Fa,, (Vol. V. p. 449).— In No. 
60 of the Magazine of Horticulture, published at Boston, which a 
friend has just put into my hands, I discover a letter by Dr. Henry 
Perrine, which reflects upon the inhabitants of Key West generally, 
and upon this office and the ofllicers of the Customs in particular, — as 
being engaged in a species of conspiracy against the Tropical Plant 
Company, or, from motives of jealousy or rivalry, doing all in our 
power to thwart or retard the operations of that Company. Now, 
sir, there is not a syllable of truth in all this matter of complaint of 
Dr. Perrine. Not only has no obstacle whatever been thrown in his 
way, but 1 know that various individuals at Key West have taken 
pains to aid him with such seeds and plants as they possessed; and if 
the Dr. were more courteous or less censorious, there would scarcely 
be any limit to such private accommodations. To shew the value of 
the representations of this monomaniac, I had almost said misan- 
thrope, I subjoin an official correspondence l)etween Dr. Perrine and 
this office, by which it will be seen, that, so far from throwing obsta- 
cles in his way, the oflficers of the Customs in this District have been 
more liberal towards him and his enterprise, than the strictness of law 
warrants. I will here add, that scarcely a week passes during the 
year, wherein there are not from two to a dozen opportunities of com- 
munication between this port and Indian Key, by vessels and boats 
passing. The mail packet passes regularly twice per month. More 
than a dozen vessels sail from this port to the Bahamas every season, 
VOL. VI. — NO. IV. 20 
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and they pass and repass Indian Key, generally stopping there both 
going and coming. 

There is, then, no want of communication, by which Dr. Perrine 
might be accommodated. All that is wanting is but ordinary atten- 
tion and energy, and less slander, and all the just expectations of the 
Tropical Plant Company would be fulfilled, if, indeed, that Company 
has any thing more than a nominal existence beyond the Doctor him- 
self. 

The Doctor desires to make Indian Key, consisting of twelve Vfhole 
acres at low tide, and belonging to one individual, a port of entry, 
and he has not been over scrupulous in the means employed. He has 
already proved, in the newspapers, that nothing is wanting to subdue 
the Seminoles but to make Indian Key a port of entry; and in your 
Magazine he has more than hinted the making that little spot a port 
of entry would immediately fill bis nursery with tropical plants. The 
how or wherefore does not so clearly appear; since it would not fit 
out and send one vessel more coastwise, or to the Bahamas. All that 
is positively known of the reason is, that the proprietor of Indian Key 
has given the Doctor one thousand dollars for his pen and influence 
in his behalf. 

The following is the official correspondence alluded to: — 
«*To Adam Gordon, Esq., Collector of the Customs at Key West, 

Sir, — I have the honor to inform you, that the Trustees of the 
Tropical Plant Company have now established, on Lower Matecum- 
ba, a preparatory nursery for all valuable plants, which can be prof- 
itably cultivated on the most arid soils; and that, as all valuable 
plants which are usefully grown in the sterile Bahama islands^can be 
still more usefully cultivated on the arid Florida Keys, it is incalcula- 
bly important that a cargo of living plants should be thence imported 
direct to the nursery, in the beginning of the rainy season in June. 

Confiding, then, in the continued disposition of the Hon. Levi 
Woodbury to aid the domestication of tropical plants, as manifested 
in the appended copies of his letters to the Hon. Louis McLane, and 
to the Hon. Charles Downing, yet fearing some contingency which 
might prevent their direct importation in the only proper season, and 
hence retard the enterprise a whole year, I earnestly and respectfully 
beg of you to state, in the most unequivocal terms, first, whether you 
ean and will cause a revenue cutter to import them direct, at the ap- 
propriate period; secondly, whether you can and will give permission 
for a private vessel direct from the Bahamas, to land them at the nur- 
sery, prior to entrv, at Key West. 

Presuming you have no hostile feeling, either to my person or to 
this enterprise, I shall hope that the enmity of Key West to Indian 
Key will not be extended to the direct or indirect injury of the nurse- 
ry on Lower Matecumba, from the sole fact that it is more remote 
from Tea Table Key; especially as I never had, and never shall 
have, any personal interest in Indian Key, and as the Company never 
shall have any connection with the rival persons, parties, or towns, 
on this Key. — I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient iervant^ 

i signed) Jienry Perrine, SuperindH of T. P. Co, — Indian Key, Trop. 
Florida, 23rf jipHl, 1839.>' 

The answer to the foregoing extraordinary letter is as follows: — 

**To Dr. H. Perrine, Superintendent of Tropical Plant Company, 

Sir, — In answer to your note of the ^3d inst. I have to state, that 

there is not at present any revenue cutter on this station, under my 

orders or control, which I could order to the Bahamas, for plants, ta 

aid your Company. 
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In reply to your inquiry, if a private vessel can be permitted to ini« 
port plants from the Bahamas direct to lower Matecumba, before 
coming to an entry at this port, I answer, that, in view of the favor 
with which the Treasury department regards this enterprise, I can 
Bee no objection to the measure, if the vessel so importiug be visited 
by the inspeccor at Indian Key, and be discharged under his inspec- 
tion; as the plants are free of duty, and are designed for a public 
benefit. I would, as Collector, receive the inspector's certificate, and 
admit the vessel to an entry, afker so discharging her cargo of plants 
at the nursery. It will however be required, in this case, that the In- 
spector state the value or cost of the plants, either by invoice or on 
the manifest, so that this office can keep the proper record of foreign 
goods imported. — Very respectfully, Sir, I am your obedient servant , 
(signed) ^. Gordon,^Collector's Office, Key West, SOth Jipril, 
1839." 

It was a matter of public notoriety, and well understood by Dr. 
Ferrine, that the only revenue cutter on the Florida coast was placed 
under the commanding General of the army, and was engaged, with 
other forces, against the Indians. The answer, as will be seen, was 
as liberal, in furthering the Doctor's views, as he could desire, on the 
other branch of his inquiry. 

The Doctor might be a national benefactor, and I sincerely wish he 
would so conduct himself, as not in. the slightest degree to detract 
from so desirable a fame. 

I be^ of you to do me the justice of inserting the foregoing in your 
Magazine, that such of your readers as supposed me capable of l)eing 
influenced by the motives Dr.Perrine alluded to, may be undeceived. 
— EespectfaUy, your obedient servant. A, Gordon, Collector, — Key 
West, Feb., 1840. 

[We give place to the above remarks of Mr. Gordon, to show that 
we have no prejudice in favor of Dr. Perrine, or of the Tropical 
Plant Company: for although we view the establishment of that 
Company as of much importance, still we have considered the subject 
as one so much more interesting to the agricultural, than to the horti- 
cultural, portion of the community, that we have not occupied space 
with any thing more than mere notices of its establishment. With Dr. 
Perrine we are wholly unacquainted, and his remarks, to which the 
above reply is made, were inserted with pleasure, as we thought, from 
the statement made, that serious obstacles were thrown in the way of 
the Company to prevent their attaining the results they desired. A 
controversy of the kind, to which the above may lead, would not suit 
many of our readers, and we shall hereafter decline any lengthy arti- 
cle, of that character, on either side. But, from what we can learn 
from information received from Dr. Perrine, we cannot but think that 
the office holders of Key West are opposed to the interests of the 
Tropical Plant Company; and that their combined interests will pre- 
vent the Co. accomplishing as much as if governmental influence was 
not so great. We certaimy see nothing so very extraordinary in the 
letter of Dr. Perrine to Mr. Gordon, and are constrained to believe 
that the statements made by the former, of the influence of the of- 
fice holders of Key West are, in the main, correct; if not, Col. Har- 
ney would not allow his name to be used to confirm them. 

In a previous pa^e we have noticed some of the natural produc- 
tions of South Florida, sent us by Dr. Perrine; and, as our Magazine 
is read by several members of Congress, in both branches, we would 
invite their attention to the subject. If the Hon. D. Webster^ of the 
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Senate, or Mr. Lawrence or Gov. Lincotn, of the House, were to 
brin)( the abuses of the eovemment officers, at Key West, before the 
notice of CoDfress, we have no doubt that justice would be done to 
the Tropical riant Company. — Ed,] 



Art. IV. Penmyhania HortieuHural Society. 

The stated meeting of the Society was held in its Hall, Tuesday 
evening, Feb. 18, 1840, the President in the chair. 

The Committee on Plants and Flowers awarded the premium for 
the most interesting display of plants, in pots, exhibited this evening, 
to Robert Buist; and that for the best bouc^iiet, to Andrew Dryburgb. 

The Committee with much pleasure noticed the collections of fine 
plants, exhibited by Messrs. Norris, Dryburgh, iCilvington, and Par- 
ker; and especially three specimens of that new and singular plant, 
the Daubenya, shown by William Sinton, gardener to Gen. Patter- 
son. 

By Andrew Dryburgh, Cineraria frkgrans, and a seedling amaryllis 
of a character similar to A. Johns6nf. 

By Joseph Cook, gardener to William Norris, AmaryUi* Norrtsu, 
a very showy plant; flowers six inches in diameter, color dark red; a 
hybrid between aulica and Johnsdnt. 

Plantsin bloom exhibited: — Bv R. Biiist, .j^ciicia intermedia, A.lon- 
gif61ia, A. tbegonic&rpa, (?) Azklea Sndica &lba, indica Feast's, and in- 
uica phcenicea, Bl^ttaTankervUlicB, Bordntaserrulkta, Burch^lltaspe- 
ci6sa. Camellia jap6nica var. ilba pl^no, C. j. var. Ch&ndleri, C. j. var. 
fimbri&ta, C. j.var. imbricata, C. j.var. insignis, C. j. var. punctata, C.j. 
var. 8peci6sa, Cineraria cru^nta. Cyclamen c6um, l^aphne hybrida, 
E'pacris campanulkta, Eimpr^ssa, E.pallud68a, Epid^ndrum pygmee^- 
um, E.polybulbon^Euphdrbia Jac()uinicE^dra,£ricaHartn^lli, E.med- 
iterr&nea, iieliotr6pium intermedium, Lecbenatiltta formdsa, Mirbd- 
\ia Baxt^ri, Primula sinensis, /Rhododendron arb6reum hybridum. 

By Andrew Dryburgh, Alons6a ^legans. Azalea indica phoeuicea, 
Cam^Uta japdnica, var. &lba pl^no, C. j. var. Ch&ndleri, C. j. var. 
£lphinst6nM, C. j. var. incarnkta, C. j. var. PtBoniflbra, Cineraria 
frkgrans, C.lankta, C. jDlatanifblia, Erica arb6rea, £. tubifl6ra, Gorterui 
pav6nia, f/eliotr6piuiij peruviknum, Hibiscus sinensis, Lachenklta p^n- 
dula, Lant&ua mut&hilis, L. Sell6w», Passifldra princeps, racem6sa, Pie- 
bnia arb6rea, Poins^ttia pulch^rrima. Primula sinensis 6.1ba, Rich4rd»a, 
8Bthi6pica, Saxifraga ligul^ta, Ferb^na Drumm6ndfi, F. incisa, K. 
Tweediec^no, a seedling Amaryllu, and a monthly carnation. 

By Joseph Cook, gardener to William Norris, wSc^cia sp., Amaryllu 
Johnsdni, A. Norristi, Ardisia crenulata, «;9Vum crinitum, Beg6nta ar- 
gyrostigma, Camellia jap6nica var. F16yn C.j. var. speci6sa, Cineraria 
cru^nta, C. J9latanif6lia, Cyclamen p^rsicum, Di&ntbus barb^tus, Erica 
mediterr&nea, £upat6rtum ^legans, iieliotrdpium grandifldrum, H, pe- 
ruviknum, Hine^ hirsilta, Pris p&llida, Justicta speci6sa, Lachen^lia 
bicolor, L. tricolor, Pmbnia arb6rea, Petunia purpiirea, Poins^ttta pul- 
ch^rrima, Primula sinensis, Rich4rdta eethidpica, iSazifraga arbdrea^ 
5cilla peruvi&na, and Ferb^na chamfedri folia. 

By John Sherwood, Cam^llui japdnica sp., a beautiful plant, variety 
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not known, as the name was lost in the importation, and Erica Monaon- 

By Alexander Parker, .^loe grandifl6ra, A. Hngua, A. varieg^ta, Ano- 
d6utea Aaiimifdlia, Antholyza sethidpica, w^^rbutus .^DdriLchue, Cinerk- 
ria cru^nta, C. laniita, Crlisaula I4ctea, D4phne od6ra, Epipbyllum 
trunrktum, £r6.Dtbemum strlclum, Haw6rthta margaritifera, H. retOisa, 
iieli^borua viridis, ifeliotrdpium corymb6sum, H. grandifldrum, H. 
P4rker», Juaticia apecidsa, Linum trigyniitn, Mesembryinthemum bar- 
bktum, M. cordif6rme, M. cren^ta, M. crystallinum, M. dolabrifdrme, 
M. gladcum, M. grandifl6rum, M. linguaefdrme, M. lorktuin, M. lyrk" 
turn, M, micans, M. minimum, M. pandurifdrnie, M. spect&hile, CKxalit 
Mtea, O purpilrea, O. r6sea, Primula s'mdnsis Mba, P. sinensis rilbra, 
jRich&rdia sethidpica, R6cb^a falckta, R. oblique, and Kudllia anifio- 
phylla. 

Indigenous Plants. — By Robert Kilvington, Aquit^gia canaddnsia, 
A'rabis lyr&ta, Botrycbium /umarioides, and several species of ferna, 
Clayt6nia virginica, Corydalisaurea, Hepatica tril6ba, Uoustdnta cceril- 
lea, Mit<^lla diphylla, Phjdx subtilkta, Pelemdnium ripens, Pulmonkria 
Tir;;ioica, Tiardlla cordifdlia, Fiola cuculkta,and F. pedkta. 

The Committee on the Distribution of Seeds, &c., presented to the 
Society, submitted a report, from which it appears that two parcels of 
seeds have been received; one of seeds from Calcutta, presented De- 
cember, 1838, by Dyllwyn Parrish, from Dr. J. Parrish, to whom they 
had been presented by Dr. C. Huffnagle, of Calcutta. The other of 
seeds from the South em Exploring Expedition, presented April, 1839, 
by John M*Arann, to whom they had been sent by Hon. J. K. Pauld- 
ing, Secretary United States' Navy. 

The Committee, after forming catalogues, distributed the packages 
to the members, with instructions to report success. From these re- 
ports, the roost interesting extracts will be given. Of the Calcutta 
parcel, R. Buist propagated bauhinias, Neliimbium lilbum, N. specid- 
sum: the two latter plants are very rare in this country, if, indeed, they 
are in existence, except from these seeds; [Some of the gentlemen on 
the Reporting Committee stated to us last fall, that the N. speci6sum 
grew abundantly in the vicinity of the city, in one locality, where it had 
acclimated itself, and flowered every season. Can this be true? — Ed,"] 
and Naticlea G&mbier, which is a very beautiful as well as important 
plant, independent of its splendid flowers; it is the tree from which the 
Gum Gamboge of the shops is obtained, and a great acquisition to our 
collections. 

Robert Kilvington, Caesalpinca s&ppan, C&nna nepaldnsis, Cissia 
fistula, C. arbordscens, Carpop6gon prOiriens, Cean6thu8 asi&iicus, 
Crotol2^ria sp., Cr6ton poly&ndrum, Flemingta semial&ta, Hedysarum 
sp., Ipomee^a sp., and U'rtica sp. With others seeds have vegetated, 
but, being of little importance, notice is omitted. Of those from the 
Exploring Expedition the Committee anticipated but trifling results, 
as most of the packages were in a damaged state; some, however, have 
grown which will be noticed. 

William Sinton, gardener to Gen. Patterson, has succeeded in propa- 
gating a shrubby 56nchus sp., Erica sp., PlantiLgo sp., Sil^ue sp., An- 
tirrhinum sp., Zinm'a sp., C^reus sp., Crotal^ria sp., Melistoma sp., Bu- 
br6ma sp., dpiphyte sp., Pancratium sp., and Cytisus sp. Robert Kil- 
vington, C^reus sp., £rica sp., Mesembry&nthemum sp., FerbSna sp., 
iSol^num sp., Jtfilva sp., and CephaUria sp. William Chalmers, Sr., 
C&ctus sp., C&ssia sp., and Jlfalva sp. Miss Percival, Zinnia sp., Por- 
tul2u» sp.» and Fiola sp, {Committee* s Report.) 
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Art. Y. Faruuil Hall Market. 



Roots, Tubers, ^c. 
Potatoes: 

="*«-. j^a:: 

Turnips: 

Common, per bushel 

Ruta Baga, per bushel,. . . 
Onions: 

White, per bushel,. 

Red, per bunch 



itea, per Duncn,... 
Yellow, per bunch, 
Yellow, per bushel. 

Beets, per bushel,.. 

Carrots, per busltcl 



Carrots, per busltcl... 

Parsnips, per bushel, 

Horseradish, per pound, . . 

Radishes, per bunch, 

iScarlet short-top 

Scarlet UtrnXn — 



Scarlet turnip,.. . 
Shallots, per pound. 
Garlic, per pound. 

Cabbages, Salads, ^c. 

Cabbages, per doieo : 

Savoy 

Drumhead 

Red Dutch 

Cauliflowers, each, 

Lettuce, per head, 

Tomatoes, per dozen, 

Celery, per root: 

Common, ... 

Bailey's Giant,.. 

Spinach, per half peck. . . . 
Dandelions, per half peck. 

Poland Sweet Herbs. 

Parsley, per half peck,. . . . 

Sage, per pound, 

Marjoram, per bunch,.... 

Savory, per bunch 

Spearmint, per box 



From 
^cts. 

1 25 
50 

1 00 
60 

3 00 

1 25 

S7i 

87^ 

I 50 
8 
8 
62 
50 
50 
62j 
10 
12 
12 
10 
20 
12 



87 

75 
50 
12i 
6 
50 

6 
10 
10 
25 



50 

17 

6 

6 

25 



To 

1 50 
I 25 

1 50 

50 
50 



4 

4 
75 
62^ 
62i 
75 
12 
20 
20 
12 



Apples, dessert, new : 

Common, } <*' ^'J"!- ' ? S 
' i per bushel,. .!l 00 

nor IvtrrAl 'S 60 



60 

00 
75 
25 
10 
75 

8 

12 I 
12i 



Squashes and Pumpkins. 



From 

^cts. 



Squashes, per cwt: 

Winter crook neck,. , 

Autumnal Marrow, 6 00 

Canada crook neck, 5 00 

West Indias < 

Pumpkins, each 



Fruits. 



4 00 



4 00 
20 



Greenings, per barrel. ... 3 50 
Pearmains, per barrel, . . . . ! 3 00 

Sweet, per barrel, j8 00 

Lady Apples, per bushel,. 2 00 
Dried apples, per pound, . 8j|[ 

Pears: 

St. Germain, per dos 

Chaumontel, per half peck. 
Baking, per bushel, 2 

Grapes, per pound : 

Black Hamburgh, 

Malaga, 

Cranlx^rries, per busliel,. . . 

'Lemons, per dozen, 

Oi-anges, per dozen : 

Sicily, 

Havana, (sweet) . 

I Pineapples, each 

Cocoanuts, each, 

Chestnuts, per bushel, , 

I Walnuts, per bushel, . 



00 



17 

3 50 
20 

25 

37.i 

25 

5 

4 00 



Chestnuts, per bushel, 4 uu 

— Walnuts, per bushel 1 75 

20 lAlmonds, (sweet,) per pound, -^ 

12 , 1 Filberts, per pound, 4 

^^ ICastana ^ 



12 |Castana 

— li English walnuts, per lb 



To 

$CtM. 

5 00 



6 00 
25 



300 

400 

4 50 

850 

400 
3 50 
3 50 

9 
260 



20 

4 00 

25 



60 

871 
6 
4 50 
200 



6 



Remarks. — ^The earlier part of the month, toj^ether with the closing 
days of February, was ns remarkable for its mildness as January was 
for its severity, llfito the 10th or 12th of the month there were but few 
frosty nights; the frost was also mostly out of the grotmii, and in warm, 
sheltered situations planting was commenced ; and in West Cam- 
bridge some of the market gardeners had their early peas up. But 
the weather from that period became cooler, and the latter part of the 
month has been as cold and disagreeable as the first part of it was mild 
and pleasant. 

We have to note but a very slight variation in the state of the mar- 
ket since our last. The stock of most articles has been kept up, and 
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prices have remained withont much change. Potatoes have come to 
hand: some eastern cargoes have arrived; a small lot of French potatoes 
(three or four hundred bushels,) were sold last week at auction; there 
appears to be a sufficient supply to last, until the new crop comes in. 
White onions are nearly gone; silver skins are abundant and cfieap. Of 
beets, carrots, &c., a full stock. Radishes, uf both the scarlet short top 
and scarlet turnip varieties, have been received in tolerable abundance 
since our last ; the former very large, handsome, and of superior quali- 
ty. Horseradish plentiful. 

The stock of cabbages holds out well ; very good heads are now 
brought in, which are sold at quotations. Cauliflowers and brocolis are 
about done for the season. Lettuce more plentiful and of much better 
quality than at the time of our last report. Forced tomatoes come to 
hand in small quantities. Very little celery, of good quality, is now to 
be had. Spinach very abundant Dandelions more plentiful; in the 
early part of the month some were brought in fromi the open ground. 
A few of the purple fruit of the egg plant have been received from Cape 
Haytien, but not m very good condition. Some squashes have been re- 
ceived from the same place; they have a green spotted skin, otherwise 
resembling in form the West Indias; crooknecksand autumnal marrows 
are very scarce, only a few remaining. Some small lots of West Indias 
have arrived. 

In fruit, though there has been a fair supply, the demand has not been 
great. Good opples, of several of the kinds named, are to be had at 
quotations; some are nearly gone, such as the blue pearmain, greening, 
sweet, &c. Dried apples have advanced to the high rates of our prices. 
Fears remain the same. No good grapes in the nmrket. Cranberries 
without alteration since our last. Lemons very abundant and cheap; 
several arrivals the present month have filled the market. A few pine- 
apples remain on hand, but not of very excellent ouality. In nuts there 
is but little doing, and no change in prices.— Jlf. T., Boston^ March 98^ 
1840. 



Art. VI. Obituary Notice. 

Hoir. John Lowell. — It is with deep regret that we record the de- 
cease of this estimable man. He died suddenly, while reading in his 
chair, at his residence, Rroomley Vale, Roxbury, on Wednes^Iay, Morch 
11th, 1840, at the age of 70 years. Mr. Lowell's health had been de- 
clining for several years. In the fall of 1837 he visited Cuba, where he 
spent the winter and returned in the following spring, his health corsid- 
erably Improved during a winter sojourn in that warm climate. While 
in Cuba he paid considerable attention to the Flora of that ialand, and 
be brought out with him a variety of plants, including a number of new 
species of the Cicti tribe, some account of which we have already given, 
(Vol. IV., p. 25L) For many years Mr. Lowell has resided upon his 
beautiful place, in Roxbury, (wholly created by his own cultivated and 
refined taste,) retired from society, and devoting his attention to agricul- 
tural and horticultural pursuits, in which no man with whom we were 
ever acquainted was more enthusiastic; and in his death these sister 
arts have lost one of their brightest and most noble ornaments, and the 
whole community an upright, honest, and liberal citizen. The crowded 
state of our pages renders it necessary for us to put off some further 
remarks upon his life till our next. 
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HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOR APRIL. 

Orape vinei, which begun to push their buds last month, and have 
now advanced so as to show their embryo clusters of fruit, should 
be now carefully watched; break out all weak buds which may ap« 
pear on the main stems; and if, from the vigor, of the vines, all 
should push, it is well to take out a few of the less vigorous ones: 
fl;^ringe occasionally, until just before the flower begins to open, and 

five good quantities of air. Tie in all shoots designed for next year's 
earing wood. 

Grape vine$ in the open ground, of tender kinds, should be uncov- 
ered and tied up to the trellis. Isabellas, and other hardy kinds, 
ahould also be carefully fastened to the trellis or wall. 

Gooseberry buahei, and Currant bushes^ should be pruned, the 
ground manured around, and lightly dug. 

Raspberry bushes, not already uncovered, should be taken up im- 
mediately; tie the shoots up to straight poles. 

Strawberry beds should be attended to; if the beds were not ma- 
nured in the fall, they should be done so now; take any well decom- 
posed manure, and spread it thoroughly over the surface: if the 
ground admits, it should be dug in, but if the vines are so thick as to 
prevent this, let the manure lie uf>on the surface. 

Fruit trees, of all kinds, may be set out this month. 

Grafting ma^ be performed all the month. 

Peach trees m pots, bearing fruit, should be well watered, occa-; 
sionally using liquid manure. 

FLOWER DRPARTMEKT. 

Camellias will now ba growing rapidly, if they have been properly 
treated ; shade the plants if the situation is too sunny, and syringe 
them twice a week. Inarching may be successfully performed now. 

Dahlias may still be forwarded ; young plants, of this year's 
growth, should be re-potted, if they require it. 

Heath and Epacris cuttings may be yet put in with success, 
s Gladioluses, of all kinds, may now be set out in the open border. 

Tyger flowers, Amaryllis formosissima, and Tuberoses may^be set 
out in pots, and placed in the hot-bed, green-house, or parlor. 

Hyacinth and Tulip beds will need to be immediately uncovered, 
if not done before; as soon as the plants are two inches high, loosen 
the soil between the rows with a small trowel. 

Pansies should be uncovered; seeds may be planted now in the 
open ground. 

Rocket and tall branching Larkspur seeds should be spwn as soon 
as the ground can he got ready. 

Tender annual flower seeds may be sown in pots, and placed in 
a hot-bed, green-house, or frame. 

Carnations, protected in frames, should be exposed to the air as 
much as possible. 

Herbaceous plants should be separated and reset in the border. 

Geraniums, in flower, should be well watered. 

Verbenas, if wanted to ornament beds on turf, or to plant out in 
the border, should now be increased by cuttings or layers. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Art. I. — Random records and recollections respecting the 
establishment of the Tropical Plant Co,^ Indian Key^ Fa. 
By Dr. H. Pbrrime, Superintendant of the Tropical 
Plant Co. 

Jan. 30, 1840; heat TS"" to 80'' — By the perusal of the 
pages of the Magazine for the year 1839, I am convinced 
that it has some reflecting readers, with sufficiently extensive 
intelligence to appreciate the national importance of every 
word, in every sentence, from even my random pen, on the 
tropical phenomena of Tropical Florida. I am therefore em- 
ploying casual intervals in random records of spontaneous 
recollections and reflections, all necessarily connected with 
the vital topic of speedy domestication of tropical plants in 
Tropical Florida. You will perceive, that now I have ne- 
cessarily become a zealous advocate of the entire restoration 
of natural freedom to individual industry, in the desert dis- 
trict of Tropical Florida. Had I a little more strength and 
life, I should not despair that my single pen would overcome 
all the unnatural obstacles inimically interposed by the ignorant 
government of my inexperienced countrymen! 

Now at this critical conjuncture, every day is of especial 
importance, to counteract the oratorical slanders of the sena- 
tor Preston, by demonstrating the irrefutable reality, that 
Tropical Florida possesses the most productive and most 
profitable soils of the United States, for poor propagators of 
perennial plants. The same physical proofs of the profitable 

VOL. VI, — NO. V. SI 
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productiveness of these slandered soils for perennial plants^ 
are also positive proofs of their unprofitable ttnproductiveness 
for annual plants. Hence the corollary is clear, that large 
planters, with numerous slaves, cannot pursue any profitable 
agriculture in Tropical Florida; yet, that small cultivators, 
with white families, can pursue the most profitable vegeculture 
in Tropical Florida. 

By a geographical diagram of Tropical Florida, below a 
line running east and west through Cape Romano and Cape 
Florida, I trust that the most ignorant eyes will learn more 
important facts concerning this most desirable section of the 
Union, than the most learned eyes, by poring over all the fan- 
ciful maps that have ever been published of this unsurveyed, 
unseen^ unknoton tropical country! You know that a map of 
the Peninsula was made in 1838,. by Hood, and published by 
order of the Secretary of War. Now I will defy all the offi- 
cers of the United States' Government to show a single suf- 
ficient datum for the correct delineation of any ten miles of 
the coast, between Cape Snble and Cape Florida. I will go 
further, and defy them to produce proofs of the correct delin- 
eation of any single mile of the coast, commencing twenty 
miles south-west of Cape Florida, and ending ten miles east 
of Cape Sable! Now, with the aid of that diagram, you can 
demonstrate to every body, that the south coast of the Penin- 
sula, and the intervening shallow waters and numerous islands 
from the north-east point of Key Largo to the north-east 
point of Key Vacas, could not have ever been explored by 
any wrecking vessels, revenue vessels, and naval vessels of 
the deep channels inside the reef, but outside of all the out-* 
side islands! 

Feb, 1, at nighty heat 78° to 81°. — I have been over at 
the nursery all day, with the black philosopher, African 
March. During the last of February, near the mouth of the 
Miami river, Mr. Howe and myself went into the pine woods^ 
several rifle shot distances beyond the military post, (Capt. 
Russell, of that post, was shot a few weeks afterwards.) We 
there obtained some roots and seeds of the Z&mia integrifdlia. 
As the calcareous soil is there mixed with silicious sands, I 
considered the experiment of national importance, to deter* 
mine whether these most valuable bread roots of the world 
would also flourish in the exclusively calcareous sands of the 
Florida Keys. They were therefore brought to Lower Mata- 
cumba, and planted on that shell bank, which Capt. H. de- 
clared, became as dry as an ash Aeap, and on which, hence, 
he declared that no valuable vegetable will grow. Now, to^- 
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day I have discovered that one of the roots has absohitely 
protruded three conical beads, which, when enlarged to ma- 
ture size, will contain the ripe seeds. Another root is ako 
exhibiting its first conical fruit, and I doubt not that before the 
end of the year, from their transplantation, they will all exhibit 
the same important phenomena. Not a single seed, however, 
has yet germinated, ahhough planted at the same period* 

In October, however, I was agreeably surprised by the 
annunciation of the Bahamians, that at Key Vacas some coon- 
tee roots had been noticed, in calcareous sands., of apparently 
spontaneous growth. I earnestly urged Capt. William Wliite- 
head to bring me some samples, and on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, he delivered to me two roots, which I planted in the 
gravelly marl of my door yard, which you know cannot ex- 
tend three yards beyond the sea-water in the cellar. But I 
did not plant. them out until the 2Ist of December, and hence, 
if they grow, that additional delay will be an additional evi- 
dence of their great tenacity of vegetable life. Now, on the 
17th of this month, Mr. H. and myself expect to take 
another cruise, when I shall visit the very spots on Key Va- 
cas where these plants are said to be in spontaneous growth; 
and the important facts shall be duly communicated to the 

Eublic. Now old Cooley, whose family was murdered, says 
e will be willing to pay five dollars an acre for solely the 
privilege of digging the spontaneous coontee roots near Cape 
Florida! 

I trust I shall not be suspected of any insincerity in my irre- 
futable assertions of the superlative healthiness of the calcareous 
soil, as well as of the tropical climate of South Florida. You 
know that the official slanders of our governmental officers 
bad created such impressions on even my own mind, that in 
the Senate report, I solely insisted that the benignity of the 
climate would counteract or counterbalance the malignity of 
the 9oiL But ever since the 1st of September, when Mr. 
H. and myself first advanced a half mile into the calcareous 
prairie east of Cape Sable, and when, by cruising along the 
coast, we had convinced ourselves that Dr. Leitner had mis- 
takenly called clay the subsoil, which is pure calcareous marl; 
I say, ever since, I became personally convinced, that the 
whole earth of Tropical Florida, below a line from Cape 
Florida to Cape Romano, is exclusively calcareous earth. I 
have also become medically convinced of the superlative 
healthiness of these slandered soils. Read my papers in the 
Farmers^ Register^ and defy any intelligent physician to dis- 
prove either the facts or arguments by which I have irrefutably 
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demoDstrated the extreme healthiness of these calcareous 
soils. But remember, that the governmental obstacles to 
individual industry, on these slandered soils, have always been 
the insuperable obstacles to their agricultural improvement, 
and pro6table cultivation. 

Look again at the diagram, and you will perceive how the 
agricultural prosperity of all South Florida has been absolute- 
ly sacrificed to the speculating prosperity of the small speck 
called Key West! Look again at the dim points called Indian 
Key, of twelve acres, and Tea Table Key, of four acres. 
Is it not a monstrous absurdity, that individual claims to private 
speculations on sixteen acres of public lands, should exert 
any active influence against the entire restoration of natural 
freedom to the desert district of South Florida? Look again 
at the private lands of Key Biscaino, at the other end of the 
reef, which render military troops subservient to private spec- 
ulation. The strife will now be to have the next port of en- 
try established at Key Biscaino, because it will not so much 
diminish the exclusive monopoly of Key West, as would the 
natural location at or near Key Tavenier, the natural rendez- 
vous of the wreckers themselves. 

We must have desert freedom for pioneer settlers, during 
the first ten or fifteen years. We must have agricultural free- 
dom from all governmental fetters imposed under the destruc- 
tive forms of unnecessary revenue laws, and of speculating 
wrecking officers. We must have the agricultural freedom 
of the pioneer pilgrims at Plymouth, during the first fifteen 
years of the natural privations of a desert wilderness. We 
must at least have the democratic freedom of the desert dis- 
tricts of the royal island, our neighbor, Cuba. In 1817 the 
royal decree democratically declared ^'entire exemption from 
all governmental fetters of exclusive monopoly, direct taxa- 
tion, and revenue law, for fifteen years, to all pioneer cultiva- 
tors of the desert districts of that delightful island." The 
natural results have been prosperously manifested by the 
speedy population of those desert districts of three hundred 
years, which otherwise would have remained desert districts 
during another century. You know that the exclusion of sites 
for maritime ports and cities, under my congressional grant, 
was made by my own suggestions. So far am I opposed to 
all wrecking speculation, that the location of my six miles 
square shall be made at some spot which cannot ever be a|>- 
proached by any wrecking vessel, revenue vessel, or naval 
vessel. Hence my preference of the south coast, and of the 
shallow waters and sheltered islands between the mainland and 
the outside islands of the reef. 
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You know that in a single year I have practically demon- 
strated the superlative superiority of South Florida for the 
perpetual production of raw silk. The fundamental facts are 
the daily reproduction of the evergreen leaves of the Manilla 
Mulberry during the eoUett days in the year^ and the daily 
batching of the ever-feeding silk worms, during the same 
coldest days of the year. Yet the speculating interests of our 
ingenious Yankees has enabled them to turn the very worst 
facts against silk culture, in their own intemperate climate, 
into their very strongest arguments against silk culture in its 
most natural climate. Why, even G. B. Smith, the Magnus 
Apollo of the mulberry speculators of the Northern States, 
has the monomaniacal audacity to urge the want of ice houses 
as a great objection to the culture of silk in Tropical Florida! 
What would be thought of such an objection to the liatching 
of hens' eggs, or to the feeding of fowls in South Florida? 
What would be thought of such an objection to the laying of 
eggs at all seasons, in I'ropical Florida? Now it should be 
evident to you, that the silk butterflies' eggs, like turtles' eggs 
and birds' eggs, enjoy their innate vitality, during periods, and 
under circumstances, regulated by nature alone, and that art 
cannot protract that innate vitality, but may accelerate its 
sensible developments; e. g., the eggs of hens may be left a 
given period, and at any day during that period may be ex- 
posed to the animal heat of any fowl, or to any artificial heat 
of any human contrivance, and they will then hatch in a given 
Dumber of days. Now apply these facts to the successive 
generations of silk worms in their natural climate. Like 
chickens, the silk worms may be hatched at any hour of the 
year; like fowls, the silk moths may lay their e^s at any 
hour of the year. Some species lay eggs which will hatch 
only at the end of six months, in the natural weather of a 
tropical atmosphere; but if these eggs are laid in each month 
of the first six months, their progeny will issue in every month 
of the next six months, and you will thus have a monthly crop 
of silk worms, from six months' hatching eggs. Here we have 
bad silk worms daily issuing since the middle of November, 
and if we reserve only a pair of moths each fortnight, till the 
middle of May, we can have fortnight crops of common silk 
worms. At all events, the Bengal Assamese species do yield 
six to twelve successive generations in one year. 

Feb. 3. — A cold day for South Florida; thermometer 66% 
yet you will see, by my digest of four years, that the greatest 
change of any day has not been equal to the sudden changes 
of single hours in Boston. Is it not a deplorable fact, that 
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my single pbilo-vegecultural pen, on a distant, desolate rock, 
is morally compelled to combat alone, the deadly slanders of 
all the public officers and public presses of the whole United 
States! The sympathy and support of the whole philo-vege- 
cultural community of the United States should be power- 
fully combined with my isolated efforts to obtain the bare 
restoration of desert freedom to agricultural industry, in the 
desert district of Tropical Florida. 

You perceive how 1 contrive to extend, on every possible 
occasion, the locally well known character of Mr. Howe, 
throughout the agricultural community of the United States. 
You know that hence, to fill any future public office, the nation 
and the government must necessarily know that he has greater 
merits than any other resident of South Florida. Both as a 
private citizen and a public officer, through many years, he 
has necessarily acquired the greatest possible rights to public 
office, and to governmental preference. With him for the 
new collector of the new port, and with his agricultural affec- 
tion for private life in the desert mainland, there would be 
removed the most serious obstacles to individual industry, 
from inimical officers, and inimical laws of the revenue de- 
partment. The abolition of all revenue fetters on agricuhural 
mdustry, by abolishing all special ports of entry, does not 
imply the abolition of custom-house officers, la free ports 
they are as necessary as in duty paying ports; and a collector 
is as necessary to superintend the importation of articles free 
of duty, as of articles burthened with duty. By the bye, 
what an odd, unnatural phrase is ^^revenue duty,'' for the true 
phrase of ^Hndirect tax!" In going back to the first princi« 
pies of natural rights, for the immediate restoratiou of desert 
freedom from all revenue fetters in desert Florida, I do not 
expect that the government of the United States, or its party- 
fighting congress, is yet sufficiently enlightened for the re- 
quisite repealing legislation of the present session in Washing- 
ton. But I do expect^ that the official investigation which 
should be excited by my solemn allegations will necessarily 
result in the establishment of an additional port of entry, this 
very winter, at or near the natural rendezvous of the wreckers 
themselves, where the first port should have been established 
at the first acquisition of the territory. 

I have just read the Report of the Secretary of War. It 
still retains the deadly phrase of the deadly climate — benign to 
the savages, but deadly to the whites ! ! As he admits that the 
expulsion of the savages ^^ will probably require other means 
than those hitherto tried," he virtually confesses that it will 
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never be effected hj the army and by the navy! Any person- 
al observer of military troops in a desert district, must know 
that, like all other hireling servants, remote iGrom the eyes of 
their masters, they must, necessarily, sacrifice their masti^r's 
interests to their own interests! But Poinsett is misled by in- 
competent reporters of the soil and climate of Florida. He 
cannot refer to Tropical Florida, because he cannot have any 
official data. The only troops and the only periods of their 
presence in South Florida cannot have afforded any data for 
the deadly slander of a climate deadly to the whites. The only 
reporter, surgeon Lawton, in his letter to Benton, affirmed the 
healthiness of the country near Cape Sable. To me it is won- 
derful that the intemperate crews on the reef do not all die 
from the habitual imbibition of liquid poison! Is it not aston- 
ishing that the climate and the soil and productions of paradise 
itself should be thus traduced by the inimical government of the 
United States? You know that the most luxurious enjoyment 
of our immortal Washington was a West India garden. 

Let Poinsett come, incognito, to South Florida, and in two 
weeks, aye, in two hours, he could and would convince him- 
self that it is the most desirable district of the Union. I shall 
endeavor to have a congressional call for official proof of any 
cases of deadly sickness, from Indian Key to Cape Romano and 
Cape Florida. 

P-eb. 8r&, 3, P. M. — Capt. Housman has just sent me a 
sweet potato, weighing ten pounds and a quarter. What think 
the ignorant northerners of this mammoth product (lOjlbs.) of 
a coral rock.^ 

6, P, J\I. — Negro boy has brought me five sticks for canes, 
including three of the perennial cotton, indigenous to these 
Keys. Shall I send a cotton cane to orator Preston, for prac- 
tical proof that perermial plants are the only valuable vegeta- 
bles which can be profitably propagated in this calcareous soil? 
B^ the remarks of the editor Ruffin, in the December number 
of his Register^ you will perceive that he begins to get a glimpse 
of the great merits of^ my characteristic ambition — the profita- 
ble propagation of perennial plants on the poorest soils by the 
j)oorest families. My practical demonstration of the superla- 
tive superiority of the Florida Keys for the perpetual produc- 
tion of raw silk, alone should entitle me to the gratitude of my 
country. Throwing aside the merit of the first introduction of 
the t/lfdrus multicaulis at Cape Florida, the 20th of May, 1833, 
taking only the labor of my family and of my pen on this islet 
for one year, and my demonstrations that all these arid Keys 
can be covered with the evergreen Manilla mulberry, and coo- 
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sequently with a dense population of small cultivators and per- 
petual producers of raw silk, — why, this single service alone 
is worth millions of dollars to my country. These Keys 
alone will yield at least five millions of pounds of raw silk eve- 
ry year! 

9th. — Sweet potatoes absolutely force the rocks out of their 
way! The castor oil herh of the north you know here is a 
woody tree, of which you can cut chips. I am gping to look 
at an indigenous cotton tree, said to have a trunk nearly as thick 
as a man's body — suppose it only the size of a leg or arm. I 
have canes of the wild sage. Your Yankee wood cutters would 
make money here by canes alone. 

lilh. — Mr. Howe and myself have been with Capt. H. to 
Lignumvits. I have taken the dimensions of woody branches 
of perennial cotton, and woody stems of perennial okra. The 
negroes were cutting down the forest trees to collect the pe- 
rennial beans. I shall send two varieties of the latter to every 
member of Congress, with the following inscription, ^^Lign.um- 
vitae, lal. 24*» 50' N., Ion. 80*> 67' W., heal — . Perennial 
beans of perennial woods, or, ever-bearing beans of ever- 
green flowers; green and ripe fruit on the same vines, Feb. 
11, 1840. Pecuniary premiums to private citizens, with 
entire exemption from governmental control, the only means 
to catch and kill ferocious beasts or murderous savages, with 
ever growing food in a desert district.'' 

i2th. — A transient vessel has brought from Key West my 
periodicals, i. e., the Magazine for January, the •American 
Silk JotimaJ for December, and the Genesee Farmer. I ser- 
iously believe that they destroy many things sent for me through 
Key West. By a South Floridian of February 1, I per- 
ceive they have begun their puAItc warfare upon me, by way of 
editorial comment on my article in the Magazine. Not content 
with the destructive retardation of the enterprise during a year 
past, they are now adding insult to injury, by ridiculing the re- 
sults. Unless much money can be immediately made, they con- 
sider all useful pursuits, of prospective benefit, to be absolute 
madness. They cannot appreciate the fact, that the experi- 
mental labors of my (amily, in the rearing a few silk cocoons, 
are of more importance to South Florida than all the labors of 
all other families in South Florida. They cannot appreciate 
the fact, that my practical demonstration of the perpetual 
production of raw silk dnring one year, on this reef, is of in- 
finitely greater importance than the customary occupations of 
a million of degraded beings like themselves. They cannot 
realize the truth, that the propagation of the Manilla mulberry 
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on these Florida Keys will conrert them all into prosperous 
gardens, with a poor population, which will produce, annually, 
millions of pounds of raw silk. 

A chartered company, with extensive funds, could not do 
any profitable business so long as this monopoly* exists, 
and the greatest use of the company would be, the counter- 
combination of philo-vegeculturists, to destroy this anti-agri- 
ctiltural monopoly, and, with it, the obstacles to individual 
industry. Restore desert freedom to-morrow, and I should 
not take a single step to organize any company. All I want, 
is to clear the way for the labors of regeculturists; and then, 
let individual industry for individual interest, complete the 
enterprise. I have always been a collector and distributor of 
facts and plants for the benefit of mankind — a gratuitous col- 
lector, a gratuitous distributor, and a zealous exhorter. I have 
never derived one cent from any trafiic in plants, and never 
wish to earn a cent. But I do wish to create here a dense 
population of small cultivators, with virtuous habits and civil 
law. Had I with me, on the main land, only nineteen families 
like the pioneer pilgrinos of Plymouth, I would bid defiance 
to the wrecking and rumming population of the reef. If only 
two zealous vegecuhurists will come here, and use their pens, 
I will gladly resign my own. 

There can be no doubt of the immense importance of di- 
rect importation of the Bahama plants into the same parallels 
of latitude in South Florida. The same plants in the Ba- 
hamas are better for Florida than any of the same kind of 
Cuba, because the Florida and Bahama Keys are equally arid 
and rocky soils; and the plantains, &c. are hence already 
hardened to arid soils. But the Bahama plants have the ad' 
ditjonal advantage of gradual acclimation. They have spread 
gradually into the northern Bahama Islands, and can hence be 
at once transferred to 26"", or even 27'', in Florida. If car- 
ried lower, to Lignumvitse, for example, they will actually 
lose the hardiness of acclimation acquired in the higher lati- 
tudes of the Bahama Islands. Every vessel north-east of 
Key West, has to make four unnecessary voyages for one 
direct trip to the Bahamas. Say, for example, a vessel at 
Indian Key must first go seventy-nine miles south-west, to 

^ Dr. Perrine here nlludes to the monopoly of government office 
holders and the wrecking population of Key West, who, it seems, 
from bis remarks, only a portion of the most interesting of which 
we have room for in our pages, have interposed many obstacles to pre- 
vent the speedy establishment of the Tropical Plant Company.— JEc^. 

VOL, VI. — ^NO. V. 22 
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clear, and then come back seventy-nine miles to be at tbe 
natural point of departure. On her return she must pass 
Indian Key seventy-nine miles to enter at Key West, and 
then come back seventy-nine miles to discharge cargo. But 
the two unnecessary voyages from Key West to Indian 
Key, against the trade wind, are equal to six voyages with 
it. You know that hence to Key West, the voyage is 
made in one third of the time requisite to come from Key 
West to Indian Key. The result is, you must multiply by 
eight the distance south-west, to equal the waste of time and 
space; that is, 79X8=632 miles absolutely wasted by every 
vessel of Indian Key desirous to proceed to Nassau! Of 
course, the further north-east on the coast, the greater the 
distance to be multiplied by eight. From Cape Florida to 
Bemeno Island, or Northern Fresh-water Key of Bahama, 
is only sixty-eight miles east, and two miles north, or seventy 
miles in all; but to Key West, the distance is one hundred 
and sixty-seven miles south-west; multiply this by 8=1336 
miles wasted by every vessel from Cape Florida! And yet, 
the Key Wesiers say that a port of entry is not necessary! 

H. Perrine. 
Indian Key^ Fa,^ Jan, 1840. 

We invite the attention of our friends to the above remarks 
of Dr. Perrine: they contain much useful inferraation respect- 
ing that portion of the southern extremity of Florida, the 
soil and climate of which are almost entirely unknown. The 
design of the Tropical Plant Company, is to introduce and 
domesticate the tropical plants of the neighboring islands in 
the same latuude, and gradually to extend the productions of 
the Tropics throughout the whole of South Florida. Dr. 
Perrine is deeply interested in his new ehterprise, and if only 
a few cultivators, as zealous as himself, could be induced to 
emigrate to Indian Key, and commence the cultivation of 
the mulberry and the production of silk, we have no doubt 
their experiments would be attended with such great success 
that others would soon follow, and in a short period all the 
anticipations of Dr. Perrine would be realized. There is 
not the least doubt but that the production of silk in that cli- 
mate, where the mulberry is perpetually in foliage, and where 
the worms can feed the year round, may be prosecuted with 
enormous profit to all who may commence the enterprise. 
We hope the Assurance of Dr. Perrine, of the healthiness of 
the climate, will be an inducement to some of our enterprising 
New Fnglanders to accept of the terms which he holds out 
to all who may wish to reside at Indian Key. 
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Art. II. Pomologieal Notices; or, Moticee of new and supe^ 
rior varieties of Fruite worthy of cultivation, 1 . Liet of 
^ppksy Pears y Plums, ^c. of American growth, in the col^ 
lection of R. Manning, Pomological Garden, Salem,^ Mass. 
CommuDicated by Mr. Manning. 2. Notice of a new 
seedling native Jpple, called the Hartford Sweet. By 
Dr. E. W. Bull, Hartford, Conn. 

Within the few past years a great number of new varieties 
of American fruits have been introduced to notice; most of 
these have been found wild, having accidentally sprung from 
the seed, and arrived, in some instances, at a somewhat mature 
age, before their excellent qualities were fully known and ap- 
preciated; others have been raised from the seed by ama- 
teur cultivators, who have planted with the hope of procuring 
some new and superior kinds. From the number of varieties 
which have already been collected together, we have no doubt 
but that, with careful attention, many more will still be added 
from various parts of the country, wholly the product of our 
orchards, where they have sprung up accidentally from the 
seed, and produced their fruit. 

The importance of selecting and carefully cultivating those 
seedling varieties, which have, thus far, been found growing in 
situations and under circumstances to leave no doubt of their 
being native productions, and have appeared to possess su- 
perior qualities, has arrested the attention of many ardent culti- 
vators; and to some of the more zealous, the lover of good 
fruit is much indebted for the introduction into our gardens of 
a portion of the most valuable and choice kinds. 

Among those gentlemen who have been foremost in seeking 
out new native fruits, describing their qualities, and introduc- 
ing them to the notice of cultivators generally, may be named 
our correspondent, Mr. Manning, of the Pomological Garden, 
Salem, Mass. His collection contains, besides his great as- 
sortment of foreign fruits, as large, or a larger number, of ex- 
clusively American varieties, than is to be found in any other. 
A part of these only have, as yet, borne fruit under his care, 
and, consequently, are not yet confidently recommended for 
cultivation, but as soon as they come into bearing, their quali- 
ties, as desirable kinds, will be particularly noted, and made 
public. We feel highly gratified in being able to state that this 
will be done through our pages, and we confidently hope that 
it will add much to the value of our Magazine. 
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We have heretofore, in our articles under this head, hinted 
upon the importance of cultivating exclusively American fruits* 
So far as experience has been any guide, it is acknowledged 
that many of our native varieties have not been surpassed by 
any foreign fruits; and when the health, vigor, and character of 
the trees are taken into consideration, compared with foreign 
finds, we believe that there is but one opinion, that they far 
excel, and are indeed the only varieties which can be fully re- 
lied upon for certain and productive crops. We have invited 
the attention of cultivators of fruits to the necessity and im- 
portance of raising new varieties. There can be no doubt but 
that their experiments wiU be crowned with success, and, 
eventually, our own fruits will equal in number, and surpass in 
quality, those introduced to our collections from abroad. 

The following varieties have all been proved by Mr. Man- 
ning ; some of them have already been described in our 
{>resent and previous volumes; those which have not, will be 
ully noticed hereafter* 



Apples. 



Aunt Hannah 

Benoni 

Baldwin 

Boxford 

Bowback Sweet 

Blue Pearmain 

Baltimore 

Black 

Crowninshield Sweet 

Conway 

Chandler 

Conani's red Winter 

Danvers Winter Sweet 

Early golden Sweet 

Early Bough 

Early Borden 

Fameuse 

Fall pippin 

Fall Harvey 

Green Winter Sweet 

Haskell Sweet 

Hay Boys 

Hubbardston Nonsuch 

Jonathan 

Jersey Sweet 



Kilham Hill 

Lovett Sweet 

Lady's Sweet 

Lyscom 

Murphy 

Minister 

Nichols' Sweet Spice 

Nonsuch 

Ortley Pippin 

Orange Sweet 

Phineas Red 

Putman's Harvey 

President 

Pennock's Red 

Pumpkin Sweet 

Porter 

Peck's Pleasant 

Pumwater Sweet 

RoxbuiT Russet 

Rhode Island Greening 

Republican Pippin 

Red Crab, Manning's new 

Red and green Sweet 

River Apple 

Summer Pearmain 



Digitized by 



Google 



new and superior varieiies of Fruits. 



173 



Summer Rose 
Summer Queea 
Superb Sweet 
Smokehouse 
Swaar 
Swett Russet 



Apple Pear 

Andrews 

Bartlett Seedl'mg 

Bowdoin 

Bufium 

Bodin's Seedling 

Bloodgood 

Bradstreet 

Brow's Seedling 

Bleeker's Meadow 

Cushing 

Capsheaf 

Cumberland 

Columbian 

Clao 

Catharine 

Chelmsford 

Cabot 

Dix 

Dearborn's Seedling 

Endicott 

Foster's St. Michael's 

Fulton 

Genesee 

Nota Bene, (Corse's) 
American Wheat 
Brevoort's Purple 
Byfield 

Bleeker's Gage 
Bingham 
Bradford Gage 
Cruger's Seedling 
Dana Yellow 
Downing Seedling 
Elfrej Prune 



Sutnmer Pippin 

Triangle 

Tolman Sweet 

Williams's Red 

Wine 

Yellow Bellflower 



Pears. 



Harvard 

Huguenot 

Heathcot 

Johonnot 

Lincoln 

Lewis 

Muscadine 

McLaughlin 

Naumkeag 

Orange Russet 

Petre 

Pope's Quaker 

Pennsylvania 

Prince's St. Germain 

Seckel 

Raymond 

Rushmore 

Tyson 

Washington 

Wilbur 

Wilkinson 

Williams's double bearing 

Williams's Early 

Plums. 

Frost Gage 

Huling's Superb 

Imperial Gage 

Jefferson 

Lombard 

Late Yellow Damson 

Pond's Seedling 

Rogers's new 

Topsfield 

Washington 

Wilkinson, (new) 
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Cherries. 

Arden's White Heart Hyder Red Heart 

Davenport Flumstone Morello 

Downer's late Red Wilkinson, (new) 

Gridley White Mazard 
Fine Ked, Manning's) 

Mr. Manning can supply scions of all the above kinds, 
(where he has not trees,) and cultivators wishing to send Amer- 
ican fruits to England or France, have the opportunity to pro- 
cure them true to the name. — Ed. 

JN\)tice of a new native appfe, called the Hartford Sweet. — 
I have attended to your request in a late number of your Mag- 
azine, (p. 115.) I have seen the owner of the native apple 
tree. He states that there is no appearance of there having 
been any orchard near the tree. I have eaten the apples taken 
from the parent tree, likewise the fruit from a sucker from the 
root: they are alike, except that the fruit from the tree grown 
from the sucker is the largest and fairest, and keeps the best: 
there is no trouble in keeping ihem juicy until June. There 
is no apple with us that is so beautiful and fair; I have very 
rarely seen one with any blemish upon it. 

The fruit is not known in Hartford, only so far as I have 
introduced it; the family who own the tree have never rais- 
ed a dozen trees from it. I discovered it about five years 
since, and I have none yet in bearing on my ground. 

I have some other native apples, which I have discovered 
in this vicinity, and at some future time hope to have the op- 
portunity of sending you some of the fruit. — E. W. Bullj 
Hartford y Conn.^ March^ 1840. 

In addition to our request, through our pages, we immedi- 
ately wrote to our correspondent, to ascertain the origin and 
history of the tree, in order to be certain respecting its being a 
native fruit. The above is the answer of Dr. Bull. We have 
no doubt, from what he states, that it is a seedling, which 
sprung up where the parent tree now stands; thus affording an- 
other instance of the excellence of our native fruits, even when 
accidentally produced. 

Mr. Manning has informed us, that he esteems this apple a 
most valuable winter variety, being a large and beautiful fruit, 
(judging from the specimens sent for exhibition at the Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural Society's Rooms,) with a red skin, the 
flesh tender and sweet. Dr. Bull has, subsequently to our re- 
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ceipt of his note, sent a parcel of scions to the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society for distribution among the members. 
We trust those who received them will make a good report of 
their success in cultivating the fruit. — Ed. 



Art. III. On the cultivation of Annual Flowers; with a de- 
$cription of some of the more recently introduced species and 
varieties^ and a list of the most beautiful and desirable kinds 
for cultivation. By the Editor. 

[Continued from p. 140,] 

Iif our last number we described several of the more recent- 
ly introduced annuals, and detailed their mode of cultivatioa 
so far as we could do so from our own experience. If the di- 
rections are followed, there need be no fear of success. 

There are in cultivation a very great variety of annuals; 
some of the English catalogues contain nearly a thousand names 
of different species and varieties: many of the varieties are 
very similar to each other, and some of the species and varie- 
ties possess so little beauty that they are scarcely worthy of a 
place in a small garden, particularly in a choice collection, 
where it is desirable to produce a brilliant display from a small 
space of soil. Probably one hundred of the best are as many 
as would well repay the time and attention bestowed upon 
them, except in large and extensive flower gardens, such as are 
seldom found attached to gardens in this country, though not 
uncommon in England. 

It will be our object now, to give a list of such as we think 
best suited for a good flower garden, arranging the names ac- 
cording to the color of the flowers, the height they attain when 
under good cultivation, their time of blooming, and any other 
information which may be peculiar to any particular plant. This, 
we trust, will facilitate those who are beginners in the cultiva- 
tion of annuals, in selecting a good variety of colors, planting 
them according to their heights, and by our giving the period of 
their blooming, arranging them so as to have a successive show 
of flowers, the whole summer through. This latter object 
is scarcely ever attended to; and it is not unfrequent to see a 
flower border gay and brilliant in June, and in July presenting 
an appearance little better than if it was filled with weeds* 
The plants having finished their flowering season, and there be- 
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ing no others to take their place, the aspect of such a bed is un- 
sightly the remainder of the season. One of the principal ob- 
jects in planting flower beds, is to do it in such a manner that 
a continued succession of bloom may be afforded from May till 
October. 

In our climate, in the month of May, very few plants will be 
found in bloom, unless they have been grown from seeds sown 
in the fall; and the number of kinds which can be brought 
forward in this manner, is very limited. Early in June, those 
sown in April and May will commence flowering, and from 
that period, to the destruction of the plants by severe frosts in 
the autumn, there will be no time but what a smaller or larger 
number of varieties will be ornamenting the border. 

After enumerating the list of the various kinds, we shall 
bring this article to a close, by noticing the various methods 
of laying out, and jplanting flower beds, generally adopted in 
England, and add a few observations from our own experience 
npon the best method of planting so as to attain the desired ob- 
ject, — the most interesting display from a limited space of 
ground. 

WHITE. 

Plants rix to ttoelvt inches high. 



Ice Plant, (Mesembry&nthe- 
mumcristallinum.) Flower- 
ing in July and August. 
This plant is a great favorite 
in every garden, its singular- 
ly beautiful foliage claiming 
for it a place in almost every 
flower border. The seeds 
should be planted in pots 
early in May, and transplant- 
ed into the border about the 
first of June, and each plant 
allowed sufficient room to 
spread its branches. The 
soil should be light and the 
situation rather dry. 

Sweet Alyssum, (Alyssum 
maritimum.) Flowering 
from June to October. 
The sweet alyssum is a 
tender perennial, but flow- 
era from the seed the first 



season, and is therefore 
classed among annuals. The 
flowers are highly fragrant. 
If the roots are taken up in 
a pot, it will flower well in 
the house. 

White flowered Leptosiphon^ 
(Leptosiphon ondros&ceus 
var. alba.) A new variety 
with white flowers. Flow- 
ering from June to August. 

Mr. Walker's Schizopelalon, 
(Schizopitalon Walk^ri.) 
Flowering in July and Au- 
gust; an extremely delicate 
plant, with small but singu- 
larly beautiful white flowers. 

Beautiful Blumenbachia,(Blu- 
menb&chtainsignis.) Flow- 
ering from July to Septem- 
ber. 
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One foot to eighteen inches high. 



Common white Candytuft, 
(/b^ris amara.) Flowers 
in June and July: to have 
a succession of flowers, two 
sowings of the seed should 
be made, one in April or 
May, and the other in June. 

Pinnate-leaved Candytuft, (/- 
b^ris pinn&ta.) Flowers 
from July till October. 

New rocket Candytuft, (Jb^- 
ris am^ra var.) Flowers in 
June and July; a new and 
improved variety, with ve- 
ry large and dense corym- 
bose clusters of blossoms. 

Eighteen inches 

White Petunia, (Petunia nyc- 
taginiflora.) Flowers from 
June to October. A showy 
and handsome annual; the 
plants should be allowed 
plenty of room to extend 
their branches. 

White Clarkia, (CIdrkta pul- 
chella alba.) Flowers in 
July and September; one 
of the most delicate annuals. 

Two feet high 

White Argemone, (Argemd- 
ne mexic^ua.) Flowers 
from July to October. 
Very showy. 

New white Malope, (Jlfdlope 
trifida alba.) Flowers in 
July and October. New and 
handsome. 

Winged Ammobium, (Am- 
mobium alitum.) Flowers 
from July to October; erect 
in its habit. 

White Lavatera (Lav&tera tri- 
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White Venus's Looking-glass, 
(Prismatoc&rpus speculum 
dlba.) Flowers from June 
to August. 

Mr. Priest's Schiz&nthus, 
(Schizinthus Pri^tu.) 
Flowers in July and Au- 
gust. We have already no- 
ticed this new variety,p. 139. 

Sweet scented Stevia, (St^vta 
serr^ta.) Flowering in July 
and September. 

White evening Primrose, 
( OSnoth^ra tetr4ptera. ) 
Flowers from June to Oc-* 
lober. Very pretty. 

to two feet high. 

White Chrysanthemum ( Chry- 
s4nthemum coronSirium &I- 
ba. Flowers in* July and 
September. 

Double white Jacobaea, (5e- 
n^cio 6legans &lba.) Flow- 
ers in July and September; 
very pretty. 

Love in a Mist, (Nig6IIa dam- 
asc^na.) Flowering in Ju- 
ly and September. 

and upwards. 

m6stris ilba.) Flowers 
from July to October. The 
plants should not stand too 
crowded. 

White sweet Sultan, (Centau- 
r6a moschJitadlba.) Flow- 
ers from July to September. 

New white eternal Flower, 
(Xer&nthemum bracteiitum 
41ba.) Flowering from Au- 
gust to October. 

White Helicrysum, (Helicry- 
sum roacr4nthum.) Flow- 
23 
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ers from July to October; 
a new and very elegant va- 



riety, with white flowers, 
tipped with blush. 



Yellow and Orange. 
Six inches to one foot high. 



Yellow Chryseis, (Chrys^is 
californica.) Flowers from 
June to October; sow where 
the plants are to remain, as 
they do not bear removing 
with success. 

Orange colored Chryseis, 
(Chrys^i5cr6cea.) Flowers 
from June to October ; sow 
where the plants are to re- 
main to flower; thin out to 
the distance of six inches. 



Procumbent Sanvitalia, (San- 
vitiliaprocumbens.) r low- 
ers in June and September; 
of a spreading, dwarf habit; 
pretty in patches. 

Musk flowered Mimulus, 
(JIfimulus moschkta.) — 
Flowering from June to 
September. This is a 
pretty little plant for small 
beds, and desirable from its 
strong odor of musk. 



One foot to eighteen inches high. 



Druramond's Coreopsis, (Cal- 
liopsis Drumm6ndu.) — 
Flowers from June to Oc- 
tober. See p. 132. 

New dark Coreopsis, fCalli6p- 
sis var. atrosanguinea.) — 
Flowers from June to Oct. 

Golden Hawkweed, (Cr^pis 
barbJita.) Flowers in June 
and August. 

Showy Sphsnogyne, (Sphas- 
n6gyne specidsa.) Flow- 
ers in July and August. 

Stem clasping Dracopis, 
(Drac6pis amplexicaulis .) 
Flowers in July and Sept. 

Tri-colored Chrysanthemum, 
(Chrys4nthemum tricolor.) 
Flowering in July and Sept. 



Drummond's Primrose, ((E- 
nothera Drumm6ndu.) — 
Flowering from June to 
September. New and very 
handsome. 

Chrysailthemum-like Oxyura, 
(OxjiirB, chrysanlhemoi- 
des.) Flowers in July and 
August. Noticed at p. 132* 

Yellow Cladanthus, (Clad&n- 
thus ar&bicus.) Flowers 
from June to October; very 
pretty; grows well in light, 
dry soil. 

Peroffsky's Erysimum, (Erys- 
imum Perofisky dnum.) — 
Flowering in July and 
September. Brieht orange 
and very beautiful. 



Two foot high and upwards. 

Golden Bartonia, (Bartonia Golden Coreopsis, (Callidpsis 
aurea.) Flowers from July tinctdria.) Flowering all 
to Oct.; noticed at p. 134. summer. 
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Bright yellow Zionia, (Zinnta 
parvifldra. ) Flowers in Ju- 
ly and September. 

Yellow Chrysanthemum, 

( Chrysdnthemum coroni- 
ria.) Flowers from July 
to October; requires good 
soil, and the plants to stand 
one foot apart. 

African marigold, ( Tage^e« 
er6cta.) Flowers from 
June to October; should be 
planted in good soil. 

Yellow sweet Sultan, ( Centau- 
r^asuav^olens.) Flowers in 
July and August. One of 
the prettiest annuals culti- 
vated. 

Bright yellow Argemone, ( Ar- 
gem6ne speci6sa.) Flow- 
ers from July to October. 
The plants should be tied to 



stakes, to prevent their be- 
ing broken by the wind. 

Californian Lasthenia, (Las- 
th^nia calif6rnica.) Flow- 
ers from June to Septem- 
ber. 

Elegant Madaria, {Maddria^ 
[formerly JIfdcfia] Slogans.) 
Flowers in July and Sep- 
tember. Should be in a 
rather shady situation, as the 
sun curls up the flowers. 

Great flowering evening Prim- 
rose, ((finoihera grandifld- 
ra.) Flowering in August 
and September. 

Yellow Nasturtium, (Tropoe^- 
olum majus.) Flowering 
from June to September. 

French Marigold, (Tage/cs 
p4tula.) Flowering from 
June to October. 



Rose. 

Six inches to one foot high. 

Many-flowered Catchfly, (Si- Rose of Heaven, (Lychnis 

lene multiflora.) Flowers coeli rosea.) Flowers in 

in August and September. July and September, in 

Noticed at p. 140. light sandy soil. 

One foot tb eighteen inches high. 



Drummond's annual Phlox, 
(Phlox Drumm6ndit. ) — 
Flowers from June to Oct. 
For particulars respecting 
this species, see p. 135. 

Mangles's Rodanthe, (Rod4n- 
the Manglesii.) Flowers 
from June to September. 
We have already noticed 
this fine annual, p. 136. 

Rose-colored Nonea, (Ndnea 
rdsea.) Flowers from July 
to September. 

Cluster flowered Catchfly, 



(Silene cornpacta.) Flow- 
ers from June to October. 
This species does best when 
the seeds are sown in the 
fall. The plants come up 
strong early in April, and 
in June are in bloom, 
and continue to display their 
flowers the whole season. 
A better soil may be appro- 
priated to this species than 
the others. 
Elegant rose Clarkla, (Cl&rk- 
ia Slogans rdsea.) Flowers 
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in June and September. 
A new and pretty plant, 
forming a beautiful object in 
large masses. 
Tenore's Catchfly, (Sil^ne 
Ten6ret.) Flowers in Ju- 
ly and September. Like 
the other silenes, it delights 
in a light sandy soil* 



Lobel's Catchfly, (SilAne ar- 
meria.) Flowers in July 
and September. 

Two-color'd Calandrinia,(Ca- 
landrinia discolor.) Flow- 
ers in July and September. 
We have detailed our plan 
of cultivating tliis fine spe- 
cies at p. 133. 



Red. 

Six inches to one foot high. 



Chinese annual pink, (Di&n- 
thus chinensis.) Flowers 
from July to October. No 
annual adds more to the 
beauty of the border than 
the annual pink, especially 
if the seeds are selected 
from choice flowers. They 
grow freely, flower profuse- 
ly, and the great variety and 
blending of colors, in a large 
bedy is extremely beautiful. 



Virginian Stock, (Malc6mta 
mariiimus. ) Flowers from 
July to October. 

Showy flowered Calandrinia, 
(Calandrinia speciosa.) — 
Flowering in July and Sep- 
teinber. Delights in a light 
dry soil in a sunny and ful- 
ly exposed situation. 

Rose colored Verbena, (Fer- 
b^na Aubletta.) Flower- 
ing in July and September. 



One foot to eighteen inches high. 



Drooping Catchfly, (Sildne 
p6ndula.) Flowers in July 
and August, in a light sandy 
soil. 

Crimson Coxcomb, (Cel6sia 
crist^ta.) Flowers from 



June to Oct. Plants should 
be forwarded in a frame or 
hot-bed, and transplanted 
into a very rich soil, to 
make them produce hand* 
some heads. 



Eighteen inches to ttoofeet and upxcards. 



Red Lavatera, (Lav4tera tri- 
ro^stris.) Flowers in July 
and September. 

Rose-colored branching Lark- 
spur, (Delphinium cons61i- 
da r6sea.) Flowers in July 
and September. Plant in 
very rich soil, and tie up the 
stems to neat sticks, as the 
wind is apt to break them 



down from the profusion of 
flowers. 

Red Zinnia, (Zinnia multifld- 
ra.) Flowers in July and 
September, in a good soil 
and open situation. 

American Centaurea, (Plecto- 
cephalus americknus.) — 
Flowers in August and Sep- 
tember. 
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Vermilion colored Malva, 
(JV/&lva miniata.) Flowers 
in July and September. 

Dark red Nasturiium, (Tro- 
pse'^olura majus var. atrosan- 
guinea.) Flowers in July 
and Sept. A pretty plant 



for training up to a trellis 
or sticks, &c. ; attaining 
the height, when thus assist- 
ed in its ejrowth, of six feet. 
Love lies Bleeding, (•^marin- 
tus caudatus.) Flowers 
from July to September. 



Scarlet. 
One foot to eighteen inches high and upicards. 



Scarlet Cacalia, (Cackliacoc- 
cinea.) Flowers from June 
to September. A bed or 
patch of this pretty flower, 
with the plants standing 
close together, has a very 
showy appearance; one foot 

high. 

Flos Adonis( Adonis vernklis.) 
Flowers in July and Sep- 
tember. The plants may 
stand close together, as the 
flowers are not very large, 
but in masses they make a 
brilliant show. One ft. high. 

Scarlet Zinnia, (Zinnia coc- 



cinea.) Flowering from 

Lilac and Purple. 
One foot to eighteen inches high 



July till frost. This variety 
when true, is one of the 
brightest scarlet annual 
flowers; but unless great 
care is taken in saving the 
seeds, it soon degenerates to 
a dull purple, or into various 
shades between scarlet and 
purple. The soil should 
be very rich and light, and 
the situation warm and ex- 
posed to the sun. 
Crimson Cypress vine, (Ipo- 
mae^a Quamdclit,) Flowers 
in August and September. 
A most exquisitely beautiful 
annual climber. 



Elegant Clarkia, (Cl&rkta Slo- 
gans.) Flowers in July 
and September. 

Beautiful Clarkia, (Cl&rkta 

Sulchdlla. Flowers from 
une to September ; should 
be planted in light loamy 
soil. 

Dense-flowered Leptosiphon, 
(Leptosipbon densifl6rus.) 
Flowers in June and Au- 
gust. Delights in a good 
loamy soil. 

Great flowered Calandrinia, 
(Calandrinta grandifldra.) 



Flowers in July and Sep- 
tember. Noticed at p. 1 33. 
Purple Petunia, {Petiinia 

Shoenicea.) Flowers from 
une till frost. A light 

rich soil will suit the plant 

best. 
Purple Candytuft, (/b^ris 

umbellkta.) Flowers in 

June and August. 
Crimson Candytuft, (Jb^ris 

umbell^ta var.) Flowers 

in June and August. 
Double purple Jacobaea, 

(Senecio elegans pleno.) 
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Flowers in July to Sep- 
tember. Plant in good 
rich soil. 

Long tubed Leptosiphon, 
(Leptosiphon androskce- 
us.) Flowering in June 
and August. Both this and 
the L. densiflorus delight 
in a good light loam, and a 
partially shaded situation. 

Hooker's Schizanthus, (Schi- 
zanthus Hooker*. ) Flow- 
ering in July and Septem- 
ber. All the schizanthuses 
are beautiful and exceeding- 
ly delicate plants. The 
seeds may be sown in 
May, in light, loamy soil, 
and the plants transplanted 
early in June. A situation 
not too much exposed to 
the wind or the full sun 
should be selected, and the 
plants should be tied up to 
neat green stakes as they 
proceed in growth. Thus 
treated, they will be great 



ornaments of the garden all 
summer. 

Wing leaved Schizanthus, 
(Schiz&nthas pinniitus.) 
Flowering in July and 
September. 

Graham's Schizanthus, (Schi- 
zanthus Grah&mt.) Flow- 
ering in July & September. 

Dwarf branched Schizanthus, 
(Schiz&nthus pinn^tus hii" 
milis.) Flowering in June 
and August. 

Lindley's Primrose, (CEno- 
th^ra Lindley dna.) Flow- 
ering in July and Septem- 
ber. 

Veined Verbena, ( Ferb^na 
vendsa.) Flowers in July 
and September. The roots 
of this species, if protect- 
ed in a frame or cellar dur- 
ing winter, flower very pro* 
fusely the second season. 

Purple eternal Flower, (Xe- 
ranthemura annuum.) — 
Flowers in July & August. 



Eighteen inches to two feet high and upwards. 
Globe Amaranthus, ( Com- Princes Feather, (.^mamntus 



phrdna globosa.) Flow- 
ers from July till frost. 
Plant in very rich soil. 

Purple sweet Sultan, (Cen- 
taur^a moschkta.) Flow- 
ers in July and September. 

Sweet Scabious, (Scabiosa 
atropurpurea.) Flowers in 
August and September. 

Purple Zinnia, (Zinnio Slo- 
gans.) Flowers in August 
and September. 



hypochondriacus.) Flow- 
ers from July till frost. 

Great flowering Malope, 
(JJfalope trifida grandiflo- 
ra.) 

Large blue Lupins, (Z^pinus 
pildsus.) Flowers in July 
and August. 

Barclay's Maurandya, (Mau- 
r&ndya Barclay dfta.) Flow- 
ers in July and September. 
A fine climber. 



Blue. 
Six inches to one Jooi high. 
Graceful Lobelia, (Lobelia jy to September. To plant 
gr&cilis.) Flowers from Ju- this delicate annual so as to 
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have a fine efiect, it should 
be placed on slightly elevat- 
ed mounds of rich soil. Lo- 
belia bicolor is similar to L. 
gracilis. 

Elegant Nemophila, (Ne- 
m6phila insignis.) Flowers 
in July and September. — 
Plant in a half shady moist 
situation. 

Pretty Clintonia, (Clint6nta 

5ulch6Ila.) Flowers from 
uly till frost. Noticed at 
p. 136, together with the 
C. 6legans. 
Elegant Clintonia, (Clintdma 

One foot to 

Mexican Ageratura, (Ag6ra- 
turn roexic&na.) Flowers 
in July and September. 

Azure blueCommelina,(Com- 
melina ccel^stis.) Flowers 
in July and September. 

Azure blue GUia, (Gilia 
capilJita.) Flowers m Au- 
gust and September. 

Spanish Nigella, (Nig6Ila his- 
p&nica.) Flowers in July & 
Sept. Noticed at p. 130. 



61egans.) Flowers from 
July till frost. It should 
be treated in the same man- 
ner of Lobelia gracilis — to 
which it is a fine compan- 
ion. 

Atriplex leaved Nolana, (No- 
l^na atripllcitdlia.) Flow- 
ers from June till frost. 
Noticed at p. 131. This 
and Nem6phila insignis are 
fine annuals for planting in 
beds on turf. 

Fine blue Anagallis, (.dnag&l- 
lis indica.) Flowering all 
summer. 

two feet high. 
Fine blue Eutoca, (Eutdca 

viscida.) Flowers from July 

till frost. Noticed at p. 

139. 
Dwarf Convolvulus, (Conv61- 

vulus minor.) Flowers from 

June till frost. 
Blue Didlscus, (Didiscus 

coeruleus.) Flowers in 

August and September. 

For particulars respecting 

this, see p. 137. 



Lilac, Purple, or Blue, and White. 



One foot to 

Various leaved CoUinsia, 
(CoUinsta heterophylla.) 
Flowering in June and Au- 
gust. Both of these spe- 
cies are very fine annuals. 
The plants flower more vig- 
orously, if the seeds are 
sown early before warm 
weather overtakes the 
young plants. Select a 
half shady situation, and 
plant in good mellow loam. 



two feet high. 

Two colored CoUinsia, (Col- 
linsta bicolor. Flowering 
in June and August. 

Three colored Gilia, (Gilia 
tricolor.) Flowers all 
summer; one of the most 
exquisite little annuals cut 
tivated. 

Unique Larkspur, (Delphini- 
um consolida var*) Flow- 
ering from July to Septem- 
ber. 
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Very Dark. 

One foot to eighteen inches high. 



Dark flowered Lotus, (L6tus 
jacobae^us.) Flowering in 
August and September. A 
beautiful plant, which may 
be treated as an annual. 
The seeds should be sown 
in April, or early in May, 
and the young plants re- 
moved to the border in 
June. Its dark, almost 



black flowers, and small 
linear foliage, render it a 
very desirable plant. 
Dark purple Salpiglossis, 
(Salpiglossis atropurpu- 
rea.) Flowering in July 
and August. A light, loamy 
soil and half shaded aspect 
best suits the salpiglos- 
sis. 



Colors Varying. 
Six inches to one foot. 

Pansies or Hearts-ease, ( Fi- ing varieties are the most 
ola tricolor.) Flowers all beautiful ornaments of 
The large flower- garden all summer. 



the 



summer. 



One to two feet high. 



Double German Asters, (•^s- 
ter sinensis.) Flowering in 
August and September. 
These should be planted in 
very rich moist soil, and be 
well watered if the weather 
should be dry. 

Double Balsams, (Tmpatiens 
balsdmina.) Flowering from 
July till frost. Transplant 
into very rich soil. 

Rocket Larkspurs, (i^elphin- 
um ajacis.) Flowering all 
summer if successive sow- 
ings are made. Plants from 
seeds sown in April will 
flower in June and July; 



those from seeds sown in 
Way or early in June, in Ju- 
ly and August; and those 
sown in October, in May. 
Sow the seeds where the 
plants are to bloom, as they 
will not do well transplanted* 

Fine Poppies, (Papaver som- 
niferum.) Flowering in 
July and August. 

Lupins, (Lupinus sp. and 
var.) Flowering in July 
and August. They delight 
in a light rich soil. 

Ten-week stock Gilliflower, 
( Malhiola annua. ) Flower- 
ing all summer. 

Two to four feet high and upwards. 

Marvel of Peru, (Mirabilis Morning Glories, (Convolvu- 
dichotoma.) Flowers in lus major.) Flowering in 



August and September. 



July and September. 
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Sweet Peas, (L4(hyrusodorii- Flowering io August and 

tus.) Flower in August September. 

and September. Mixed Cyanus, (Centaurea 

Tall branching Larkspur, cyiinus.) Flower all sum* 

(Delphinium consoiida.) mer. 

There are a great number of other species and varieties, but 
the enumeration of all of them would occupy more room than 
we have to spare. In a small garden the above will make as 
brilliant display as could be desired. 

In the planting of annual flowers, the plan generally pursued 
is to sow the seeds in little circular patches, or drills, in the 
flower border, wherever a place can be found between the 
perennial plants. Small beds, neatly laid out, and wholly de- 
voted to the cultivation of annuals, are not very often seen in 
our present state of gardening. This method, however, is 
very generally adopted in England, dnd a smaller or larger 
space of soil is annually devoted to the cultivation of choice 
annuals. 

There are some objections to planting annuals promiscuous- 
ly in the border ; many of them are of small, slender, and deli- 
cate growth, and would be so encroached upon by their more 
vigorous neighbors, that their beauty would not be fully seen 
and appreciated, and with many of the dwarf kinds or spreading 
varieties, there is not generally sufficient room for them to ex- 
tend their procumbent branches to good advantage. The whole 
should not be allowed to grow together in one dense mass, but 
all the plants should be kept distinct from those growing near 
them, in order that their whole form and beauty may be dis- 
tinguished at once : this is what may be termed the garden- 
esque style, applied to the flower garden ; that is, allowing 
every plant room to extend and perfect its branches, without 
being encroached upon by those standing near it. 

No definite rules can be given for laying out the flower gar- 
den, as so much depends upon the aspect, situation, soil and 
other accessaries. As a general rule, it should be situated 
near the house, or in front, or near the conservatory or green- 
house. In the English style of laying out, the flower garden 
is most frequently placed in front of the conservatory, and 
is either composed of beds on turf, or with gravel walks, and 
box, board or some other kind of edging, suitable tt) keep the 
earth in its place. 

It will not be expected that gardens in general are sufficient- 
ly large to admit or setting aside a spot to be devoted partic- 
ularly to annual flowers; or that but a few persons are so fond 
VOL. VI. — 110. V. 24 
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of plants, as to think it worth while to devote so much care to 
their cultivation; but wlierever there is room to do so, a great 
deal of pleasure may be derived from the cultivation of a choice 
collection. We have already urged the claims of annual flow- 
ers upon the attention of the amateur, and we hope what we 
shall now offer will tend to induce many who have not fully 
appreciated their beauty, when growing in scattered groups, to 
try them planted in beds exclusively by themselves. 

Many styles of laying out flower gardens are adopted in 
England: the geometrical, the English, the Dutch, and the 
French, each have their admirers. When the flower garden 
is limited, and the beds are to be laid out of small size, no at- 
tempt should be made at a picturesque arrangement, as a bad 
effect would be produced. A plain and simple plan, either in 
squares, circles,, or arabesque figures, will show to the best ad- 
vantage. 

In the two following plans, (figs. 6 ^ 7,) we have shown 
the manner in which flower gardens may be laid out, either 
for the cultivation of a miscellaneous collection of bulbs, 
perennials and annuals, a collection of perennials and an- 
nuals together, a collection of annuals and green-house and 
frame plants turned out of the pots into the soil, or for a 
collection of annuals alone. The situation decided upon 
should he, if possible, near to or in front of the green-house or 
conservatory, or, if there are neither of these attached to the 
garden, near to the house, where it can be seen from the 
drawing-room or library; but, as in fnost gardens, there is 
space afforded in front of the green-house, that is certainly the 
best place. Its size may be regulated altogether by the taste 
and desire of the owner; it may be the full length of the con- 
servatory and in the form of a parallelogram, or it may be ex- 
actly a square, or its form may be regulated by the space, as- 
pect, &c. 

In the two plans annexed, we have supposed the flower 
garden to be situated directly in front of the green-house, 
and to be just the same length, (thirty-two feet, the ordinary 
length of a common sized house,) and width; the beds should 
be laid out with care, as on their precision much of their beau- 
ty depends: the beds may be surrounded with box edging, and 
gravel wal|cs between, or they may be edged with what we have 
found to answer a good purpose, Iceland moss. This forms a 
perpetual green, and, if kept neatly trimmed, is full as desira- 
ble an edging around such common beds as the box: supposing 
this to be all Qompleted, we next come to the planting of the 
beds. This, as we have just observed, may be devoted wholly 
to annuals, to annuals and perennials, and to both, with the ad- 
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dition of tender plants, such as verbenas, &c. &c.; but we 
shall at present speak of them as only to be filled with annuals. 
1'he first plan, (^i^. 6,) 




may be planted as follows: 
In the centre circular bed 
may be planted marigolds, 
Marvel of Peru, tall branch- 
ing larkspurs, and German 
asters, placing the tallest in 
the centre; or a dahlia or two 
may be planted in (he same 
place, and on the outer edge 
a few dwarf plants may be 

Elanted ; the eight small 
eds next to this may be 
planted with amiscellaneous 
collection of sorts, growing 
from a foot to two feet high, placing the dwarfest at the outer 
edge of the bed; the four larger beds next, may be also planted 
with miscellaneous kinds, growing about a foot high; and the four 
corner beds may be planted with very dwarf or trailing sorts^ 
such as the nemophilas, nolanas, Lobelia gracilis, Clint6nta 
pulchella and ^legans, Chrys^is cr6cea, Sil^ne multifldra, pan- 
sies, &c. 

The second plan (fig. 7,) admits of a greater display of 
plants, and, in particular, when it is desirable to have them in 
masses of one color, viz: ^ 

the centre may be wholly 
phmted * with -the finest 
double German asters in 
mixed colors: two of the 
four oval beds, those op- 
posite each other, may 
be planted with C14rkta 
£legans, C. 6legans r6sea, 
and C. pulchella, placing 
the latter at the outer 
edge; and the other two 
with rocket larkspurs in 
mixt colors, to be suc- 
ceeded with German as- 
ters,, brought forward and 
reserved for the purpose. Two of the four large beds be- 
tween the oval ones may be planted with Chrys^is cr6cea and 
califdraica mixed, and the other two with crimson and white 
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petunias mixed together: the four small beds may be filled 
with Lobelia griciJis, Clint6tua 6legans, Nemopbila insignis, 
and Nolana atripliciroiia, each kind in each separate bed, and 
the two latter opposite to each other. Two of the oval figures 
in the corners may be planted wuh JUklope grandiflora, and 
the other two with white and purple candytufts in mixture. 
Four of the smaller corner beds may be sown with mignonette, 
and the other four with sweet allysum, which will fill the gar- 
den with their combined and delicious fragrance. If the plan 
of planting in masses is not approved of, a miscellaneous as- 
sortment may be sown, as recommended in the first plan, 
(Jig. 6,) being careful to place the tallest plants in the centre 
bed, and diminishing in size to the outer bed. 

We might add much more, to shew the great variety which 
may be introduced into these beds; but these we consider suf- 
ficient to guide the new beginner in makit)g a pleasing arrange- 
ment: much must be left to the taste of the amateur, who will, 
after a year or two, detect what is wanting in his first attempts 
at planting. With the annexed list of annuals, giving tbe 
heights and colors, we believe there is no necessity of extend- 
ing our remarks any farther at this time. 



Art. IV. Notices of new and beautiful Plants figured in 
the London FloricuUural and Botanical Magazines; iritk 
Remarks on the Cultivation of many of the species^ and some 
Account of those tohich it would be desirable to introduce into 
our Gardens. 

Edwards^s Botanical Register^ or Omatnental Flower Garden 
and Shrubbery. Each number containing from six to eight 
plates, with additional miscellaneoua information, relative to 
new Plants. In montbly numbers; Ss. plain, 3<. 6d. colored. 

Paxton^s Magazine of Botany J and Register of Flowering Plants. 
Each number containing four colored plates. Monthly. 2s. €d. 
each. Edited by J. Paxton, gardener to the Duke of Devon- 
ahire. 

The Horticultural Journal, and Royal Ladies' Magazine. In 
monthly numbers, with one or more plates; Is, each. Edited 
by George Glenny. 

T%e Gardener's Gazette, and Weekly Journal of Science and 
Literature. Weekly; price 6d. each. 
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Botanical and Florieultural Intelligence. — Mr. Nuttall has 
been delivering an inieresiing course of lectures on beta* 
ny» in Boston, before tbe liowcll Institute, at ibe Odeon. 
The lectures have been fully attended, and we hope they may be 
tbe means of awakening attention upon the science of botany. 
Mr. Nuttall, though not a popular lecturer, is a thorough bot- 
anist, and those who have listened attentively to his remarks, 
must have been highly gratified and instructed. It was our 
intention to have given a biief synopsis of each of the lectures » 
but we have been prevented from doing so from other engage- 
ments. 

Synonyms of some of the Mrlh American Orchiddceee. — 
I>r. Asa Gray, since his return from Europe, last autumn, has 
communicated, in Silliman^ a Journal^ for March, 1840, an ar- 
ticle upon the ^^ Synonyms of several North American Plants, 
of the Orchis tribe." The information is somewhat impor- 
tant to botanists, as it completely sets at variance all the opin- 
ions respecting the true character of the various species here- 
tofore included under the genus O'rchis and Uabeniiria. 

The genus O'rchis, Dr. Gray remarks, as at present consti- 
tuted, although belonging to temperate regions and to the 
northerly hemisphere, is almost wholly confined to Europe, 
and is represented in North America by a single species. Ex- 
cepting this, all our Linnaean and Wildenovian species belong 
to Habeniiria, as characterised by Brown, and to Platanthera 
and Peristylis of Lindley. Dr. Gray examined a great num- 
ber of herbaria, and the opinions upon which these and other 
species were founded, and he states that he was surprised to 
find such confusion in the synonymes. Some of our com- 
monest species have been widely mistaken from the time of 
Linnsus to the present day. 

Linpeus describes only four North American species of O'r- 
chis, VIZ : O. ciliaris, fliiva, psyc6des and spect^biie. 0. ci- 
liaris is the Platanthera holopetala of Lindley, and spect^bile 
is still retained in the genus. O. flava is the Habenaria flava, 
and O. pyscodes is tbe Habenaria psycodes. In reference to 
the latter, Dr. Gray remarks as follows: — Crchis psycodes 
Linn, So great is the confusibn of the synony me, and so exten- 
sive tbe series of mistakes in regard to this species, that it be- 
comes at first sight questionable whether the Linnaean name 
should not be alio&ether dropped. But, as the description of 
Linncus is perfectly applicable to the species he had in view, 
and to no other, we are not at liberty to pass by the original 
name, still less to apply it to plants subsequently mistaken for this 
species. The O. psycodes is described from a plant collected 
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in Canada, bj Kalm, which is still preserved in the Linnaean 
herbarium. This plant, Dr. Gray found to be not the O. 
lacera of Michaux, as is generally supposed, but the O. fim- 
briaia of Aiton, and succeeding authors. The O. incisa and 
O.iissa of Muhlenberg and Wildenow are identical with the ori- 
ginal O. psycodes of Linnaeus : that is, are the ordinary and 
smaller flowered forces of O. fimbriata. O. grandifldra, de- 
scribed by Bigelow as a new species, is the O. fimbrikta of 
Wildenow. The original name of Linnsus will now have lobe 
restored, and, according to the division by Brown, it will be 
the Habenaria psycodes. 

We have thus only alluded to the error in this species, as all 
botanists will read Dr. Gray's paper on the subject. The O. 
psycodes is one of our most beautiful plants ; and, as much 
attention is likely tp be given to our native species, we have 
thought that the above explanation might be useful to cultivators 
generally. It will remove at once the doubts which have been 
raised respecting the O. grandifl6ra of Bigelow, and the O. 
fimbriata, the former having been suppose! to be a different 
plant, and specimens were sent for exhibition, to the Mas- 
sachusetts Horticultural Society, last season, by Mr. Oakes of 
Ipswich, under the name of O. grandiflora, which, we believe, 
were seen by Dr. Bigelow himself. The mistake seems to 
have only arisen from a more vigorous state of the specimens 
from which Dr. Bigeiow's description was drawn up. 

Dr. Gray gives all the synonymes,as detected in herbariums, 
which he examined, of Habenaria jierems^na, H. lacera, and 
H. crist&ta. 

Mr. Walker^s Tulip Show. — Before our next number sees 
the light, Mr. Walker's Tulip Show will be in full perfection. 
The season is at least a fortnight earlier than the last, and bulbs 
of all kinds are very much advanced. We have not seen Mr. 
Walker's, but, judging from bulbs in our own garden, we should 
think the tulips would open by the 20ih or 25th of May. 

It will be recollected that last fall we stated the show would 
take place at the public garden in Boston, Mr. Walker having 
made arrangements with the proprietors, to plant his roots in 
their grounds. The facility which it will afford to the inhabitants 
of the city, and strangers who may be here, on a visit at this 
season, of inspecting; the exhibition, will, we doubt not, be ad- 
vantagous to Mr. Walker and the proprietors, and convenient 
to themselves. The bed is planted out in the same manner 
as heretofore, and will be conducted in the same manner, and 
the plants will probably remain in bloom nearly a month. Mr. 
Walker has published a catalogue of the tulips in bis coUec- 
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tion, with the prices attached, and an opportunity is thus afford- 
ed for purchasers to examine the flowers when in bloom, and se- 
lect such as may suit their fancy. We shall be glad to learn 
that this annual exhibition has been the means of awakening a 
taste for the tulip, and that we may see it more frequently at- 
tracting the attention of the amateur cultivator and florist. 

T6coma jasmindides has flowered beautifully in the collec- 
tion of Mr. Gushing. We have already noticed this plant, 
(Vol. IV* p. 60,) and our friends, upon whose judgment we can 
rely, inform us that it fully comes up to the glowing descrip- 
tion which we gave of the flower. As a hot-house, or per- 
haps green-house climber, it is one of the most beautiful plants 
lately introduced. 

Didiscus^ (formerly Trachymine^) new »p.— A beautiful 
new annual species of this elegant genus, has lately been raised 
from seed received from New Holland, by Messrs. Low & 
Co., of the Clapton Nursery, near London. It is just like 
the cxrillea in its habit, but has beautiful pink flowers. It is 
as easily treated as the D. caer\!llea, and, like that, will prove 
a splendid addition to the flower garden. 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Art. L Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 

The stated meeting of the Society was held at its Hall, this even- 
inff, March 17, 1840, the President in the chair. 

The Committee on Plants and Flowers reported, that the auccess- 
ful competitor for the premium for the best ten varieties of Camellia 
japonicas, was Robert Buist. The varieties he presented were the 
&lba pidno, consptcua, F16yn, imbrickca, Landr^thtt, myrtir5lia 
pBBoniJldra, picturkta, spickta, and a seedling of perfect form, and 
delicate rose color. 

And that he also obtained the premium for'the best American seed- 
ling Camellia jap6n)ca, which in form was similar to the Welbinkit, 
but larger, tfnd of a white, with two or three stripes of rose color; 
which has bloomed this season for the first time. 

And to the same competitor was awarded the premium for the 
most interesting display of plants in pots, exhibited this evening. 

And for the best Bouquet, the premium was awarded to Andrew 
Dry burgh. 

The Committee also decided that Robert Kilvington was entitled 
to an honorary premium of one dollar, for a fine display of plants ; 
and John Sherwood, a premium of like amount for a fine Bouquet. 
^ The Comoiittee oo Vegetables reported that the premium offered 
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for the best tiix heads of Forced Lettuce, was due to Joseph Cook, 
frnnlener to Williiiin Norri« ; and to the same coutributor, that, fur 
the most iiiterptfting display of vegetnliles. 

The Corniriktee desired that honorable record should lie made of 
eight heads of exceedingly fine Lettuce, ffrown without artificial heat, 
from the garden of Dr.'VVetherill, of Meadow Grove, Montgomery 
County J exbii)ited by Gregory Lee, his gardener. 

The Committee on Plants and Flowers, reported their award of 
the pretnKim otTered for the best ordered and conducted greeu-house 
collection of pbints, with observationsj as follows : 

'I'he Committee on Plnnts and Flowers, of the Pennsylvania Hor* 
ticulturiil Society, agreenbly to their annual custom, and in accor- 
dance with the rules of fbe Association, respectfully report :*- 

Thnt on the 3dth and 'i9ch of last month, and id of this month, 
(Miirch,) they visited some of the principal green-houses in this citv 
and vicinity, viz : those of George Pepper, £sq., Messrs. John 0. 
Smith, Alexander Parker, Robert Biiist, Mrs. Hibbert. General Rob- 
ert Patterson, Messrs. Peter Mackenzie, A. Dry burgh, John McAr- 
ran, Or. Wood, Messrs. Riehard Price, Thomas Landreth, Colonel 
Carr, (B irtram's,) Messrs. Hirst & Oreer, the Alms House, Messrs. 
Ritchie Sc Dick, William Csmac, William Norris, Joshua Long- 
streth, Mrs. Stott, Miss Gratz, Messrs. Robert Kilvington, John 
Sherwood, Daniel Maupay, and Daniel McAvoy. Your Committee 
feel great pleasure in stating that there has been a very decided im- 
provement in the general arrangement and keeping of this depart- 
ment of horticulture since they paid their visit last year ; and now 
that the gardeners have so generally attended to this matter, your 
Committee fondly hope that each successive year may see a corres- 
ponding improvement, which will not onlv benefit the t*ollections of 
plants, be a source of pleasure to the visitors, but also, in a pecuni- 
ary point of view, beneficial to the proprietors. 

Fhe Committee have deemed it proper to give a short account of 
those green-houses, which, in their opinion, deserve notice from the 
fact of their improved appearance and the general good order in 
which they are kept. 

That of Mr. George Pepper, under the care of William Chalmers, 
Jr., is decidedly the handsomest and best attended to of any that 
your Committee have visited, and reflects creat credit on the garden* 
er fur his care and attention. The camellia house was filled with a 
valuable collection of plants, all in full bloom, and presented one of 
the most gratifying sights to the admirers of Flora. This green- 
house did not come into competition this season, having obtained tbo 
premium last year. 

Mr. John B. Smith has a fine collection of seedling Camellias and 
Cacti, particularly of the Mammillaria and Melocactus tribe ; his 
plants are in a healthy condition, though not very numerous, owing 
to his having disposed of nearly all his stock last spring. 

Mr. R. Buist's green-houses are in fine order, and the plants in 
▼ery healthy condition ; his collection of camellias is very large, di- 
versified, and in full bloom ; the collection of geraniums very exten- 
sive and very thrifty. The Gamboge Plant, from Calcutta seeds, 
presented to the Society b^ Dr. Parrish, is a very rare plant, and is 
in fine condition. Mr. Buist has also a fine specimen of the £uph6r- 
hia Jacquin(/7dra, which has been in bloom nearly three months. 
The houses and plants at his lower nursery are in superior order, and 
much credit ia due to James Fowell,who has had them under his «are. 
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Mm. Uibbert contemplates erecting, this season, a fine range of 
creen-houses— those which she now occupies being too contracted. 
Her plants have been well attended to, and are in very healthy con- 
dition. She has a very &ne collection of seedling eamellias, some of 
which were in bloom. 

General Patterson's green-house was the next best to Mr. Pepper's 
that your Committee visited in the city; and his gardener, William 
Stnton, deserves much praise for the taste exhibited, and the general 
neatness and healthy condition of the plants. 

On the premises of Mr. Peter Mackenzie, one double green-bouse 
has been added since the last visit of your Committee. The plants are 
generally healthy and in very good condition ; his seedling Hzalea is 
a very splendid one. He has some fine seedling plants of Primula 
v^ris distinctly edged with yellow ; others with a feathered edjre. 

Mr. McArran has made an addition, this season, of a fine hou.<<e of 
sixty feet in length j his plants, generally, are in good health, and houses 
in remarkably clean order. Among the plants, we saw two lartre 
and fine specimens of the double white camellia, and the finest hy- 
brid rhododendron, in full bloom, to be found in the city or vicinity. 

An additional house has been also added to Mr. A. Dryburi(h\'< es- 
tablishment, since last year ; and there has been a decided improve- 
ment in the health and general condition of his plants. 

Dr. Wood's green-house contains a fine collection of medicinal 
plants in good healthy order. 

Your Committee have much pleasure in noticing the improved ap- 
pearance of Mr. Landreth's green-houses, and the general healthy 
condition of the plants. 

Messrs. Hirst & Dreer deserve, in the opinion of your Committee, 
eonsiderable credit for the improvements nnide in so short a time 
after their commencement; their plants look well and are in good 
order. 

Messrs. Ritchie &. Dick have a large collection of healthy plants, 
and have added a new house since last season, and increased their 
variety of plants considerably. 

Mr. William Norris, Turner's Lane, has erected a very nent green- 
house, being part of a contemplated range, which, when completed, 
will add much to the beauty of his premises ; the plants are in very 
good order and well kept, and reflect much credit on his gardener, 
Joseph Cook. 

Mr. Joshua Longstreth is just finishing an extensivegrapery of ninety 
feet in length, on the very best construction, and in the neatest man- 
ner. His plants are in very excellent condition, and his green-house 
is kept in fine order. 

To William Chalmers, Sen., gardener to Mrs. Stott, your Commit- 
tee have awarded the premium of twenty dollars for the best order' 
ed and conducted green-house collection of plants * 

Mr. Robert Kilviiigton has a very fine collection of plants, verv 
healthy, and in excellent condition. Your Committee noticed with 
much pleasure his fine collection of native plants in full bloom. This 
gentleman takes much pleasure in cultivating indigenous plantp, and 
deserves great credit for the pains he takes in bringing them forward. 

Mr. Sherwood has a very Itirge collection of plants, and has made 
extensive additions to his green-house since last season* 

Mr. McAvojr has a very handsome collection of azuleas ; there is 
a very decided improvement in his green-house, and his plants gene- 
rally are in very good order. 

VOL. VI. — NO. v. 26 
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Before closing their report, your Committee would respectfully 
suggest to the Coniinittee on the Premium List for 1841, the proprie- 
ty of awarding two premiums for the best ordered and well conduct- 
ed green-houses, viz : One for the Amateurs^ the other for the PraC' 
tical or Commercial Gardeners, 

All of which is respectfully submitted : Thomas C. Perciva), John 
McArran, Edwin M. Mather, Peter K. Gorgas, Committee^ 

The following resolution proposed by the same Committee, was 
unanimously adopted: — 

The Committee on Plants and Flowers beg leave to offer the 
following resolution for the consideration of the Society; but, pre- 
vious to their doing so, they would respectfully make the following 
remarks. 

It is apparent to them, under the existing rules of the Society for 
their government, that they cannot do justice to the different compet- 
itors who are in the habit of exhibiting collections of plants and bou- 
quets on the evening of the stated meetings. One principal reason 
for this arises from the fact of their being empowered to award only 
two premiums, viz., for the best display of Plants in pots, and the 
finest Bouquet. Now as it respects the former, it is very evident that 
the person who has the most extensive and valuable collection of 
plants cannot fail, by a judicious selection, to be the successful com- 
petitor at every monthly exhibition ; and those, whose collections are 
smaller and less valuable, though probably entitled to as much cred- 
it as the former in the culture of them, are doomed to continual dis- 
appointment ; notwithstanding the pains they may have been at in 
contributing their quota to the general collection. It is under these 
views your Committee submit the following, viz: 

Resolved ^ That so much of the Premium List, for the year 1S40, 
as relates to the awarding of premiums for the best display of Plants 
and Flowers, on the evenings of each stated meeting, be so amended 
as to authorize the Committee thereon to award, in addition, the fol- 
lowing premiums, viz., for the second best display of plants in pots, 
one dollar ; for the third best display of plants in pots, one dollar ; 
and for the second best bouquet, one dollar ; also for the best d\sp\ay 
of indigenous plants in pots, two dollars- No person to whom the 
greater premium has been awarded, can be entitled to the lesser one. 

George Pepper, Thomas C. Percival, Edwin M. Mather^ John 
McArran, Peter K. Gorgas, Committee. 

Seeds presented. — By Miss Percival : a package containing a va- 
riety of fine culinary vegetable seeds from Bremen, Germany. Al- 
so, by John Vaughan, some Pigeon peas, (Cytisus edjan^) from the 
West Indies, and a number of Calcutta flower seeds, which the 
Committee on the Distribution of Seeds, distributed to members, re- 
questing them to report success- 

Books presented. — Buist's •American Flower Garden Directory^ 
last edition, by the author. McMahon's •American Gardener*s Cal- 
ender, ninth edition, by Mrs. McMahon, widow of the author ; 
and Baehe^s Report on Education in Europe, by Algernon S. Rob- 
erts. 

Members elected. — Mrs. Caleb Cope, Rev. William Prescott Hines, 
Rev. Dr. Charles Williams, and Joseph K. Breck. 

Plants in bloom : — By Robert Buist ; Alonsdo Slogans, Azalea fp- 
dica var. 41ba, A. i. var. coccinea, A. i. var. ^legans, A. i. var. Gil- 
lingh&mf , A. i. hybrida, Bordnia serrul^ta, Cam^llt» jap6nica var. 
fclba pldno, C. j. var. alth»Gefl6ra, C. j. var. Colvilltf, C. j. var. ex- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Penntyhania Horticultural Society. 195 

c^lsa, C. j. var. Henderadnf ; C. j. var. imbrickta, C. j. rar. myrtifd- 
lia, C. j. var. Fadontfldra, C. j. var. r6sa sio^osis, C. j. var. rose war- 
ratah, Chordzema cord^tum, Cinerkria ^legans, C. Dopulif6!Ia, Coro- 
nilla gladca, Deduto sckbra, Di6sma capitkta, £'pacrid iinpr^ssa, 
JBrica bimaculkta, E. Kennidya, E, Pinea, JBuphdrbta Jacquin^r^dra, 
E, spl^ndeas, Lechenaulu'a form68a, Mathiola inckna, Pelarg6Qium 
ComptdnMB, i2hodod^Ddron arb6reum hybridum, and Grevillea pu- 
nicea, i2hodod^adroa rdseum, R. ilbum; the last three plants are of 
recent introduction; these rhododendrons are really magnificent 
plants, and add much to the splendor of our floral collections ; they 
are distinct from the R. arb6reura. 

By George Pepper ; CamdlU'a jap6nica var. 6Iba pUno, C. j. var. 
elkta, C. j. var. concinna, C. j. var. conspicua, C. j. var. iimbrikta, 
C. j. var. ful^ens, C. j. var. incarnkta, C. j. var. «»yrtif6lia, C. j. var. 
8peci6sa, C. j. var. Welb&nktt. 

By Peter Mackenzie ; CamdlUa jap6nica var. Donckeladrt, C. j. 
▼ar. Landrdthn, C. j. var. punctata, C. j. var. rdsea, C. j. seedling, 
Cineraria Kingtt, £rica cerinthoides, £. pub^scens, Lechenatiltta 
formdsa, jRdsa triumphe de Luxembourg, Kerb^na Binneyi^no, seve- 
al seedling hyacinthi, narcissi, and polyanthi, and four seedling aza- 
lete, one particularly fine; the flower is of larger dimensions than 
any grown, and of a rosy carmine color. 

By Mrs. Hibbert ; Azalea iodica, A. i. var. alba, A. i. var. ph<B- 
nicea, A. i. two fine seedlings. Camellia jap6nica var. conchifi6ra, C. 
j. two good seedlings, Cdntua coccinea, Ulicium floridknum, Lantkna 
mutibiiis, Mah^rnta odorkta, Plumbkgo cap^nsis, Ferbdna &Iba, F*. 
Eyredna, V, igndscens, V. Pepper*, K. Tweedieiina and jRhodod^n- 
dron hvbridum, a large and splendid plant in profuse bloom. 

By Robert Kilvington ; Azalea indica var. alba, A. L var. phoenfc- 
ea, Bl^tta Tankervllli^e, C&ssia armkta, Cheir&nthus cheiri, Cinera- 
ria bicolor, C. cru^nta, C. lankta, Convallkria majalis, Didsma &lba, 
ITchium c&ndicans, Erica ten^lla, Eapatbrium Slogans, i/eliotrdpium 
peruviknum, Lychnis Flosc^culi, Ornithdgalum niveum. Petunia 
purpilrea, Pelarg6nia, Rich4rd»a eethidpica, Ru^llia formdsa, Tri- 
tdnia crockta, T. pallida, Ferbdna klba, F. Drumm6ndn, K. incisa, 
V. Tweediedno, V. Watsdnt, and indigenous plants; Houst6nta 
c(Bn]^lea, Trillium er^ctum, T. grandifi6rum, Fiola bl&nda, and F. 
lanceolkta. 

By Joseph Cook, gardener to William Norris ; Amaryllw John- 
86nt, Cam^lU'o JHp6nica var. Landr^thn, Cineraria cru^nta, Cvcla- 
men p^rsicum, Petitnia purpurea, Pelargdnia, Ptednia arborea, 
Rich&rdto 8ethi6pica, and Ferbdna chameedrifdlra. 

By Alexander Parker ; .^^'loe ^randifldra, A. lingua, Azklea indica 
var. klba, A. i. var. ^legans^ A. i. var. purpiirea. Camellia iapdnica 
var. 4lba pidno, C. j. var. nlbra pldno, C. j. var. 8peci6sa, C. j. var. 
varieekta, C. malifi6ra, C&nno. indica, Cheir&nthus cheiri, Cyddnia 
japdnica, Haw6rthta reti]ksa, Mesembryinthema^ P8e6nta arb6rea, 
Rhipsklis «alicornoldes, Rich&rdta eethidpica, iS&lvia spl^ndens, 
Sempervivum arb6reum, SpRrminuta africana, Ferb^na Arranii^na, 
V, Eyre^Tia, F. incisa, F. Tweediec^na and Fibtimum lilcidum. 

Vegetables, — By Joseph Cook ; Radishes and Lettuce. 

By Hirst Sc Dreer ; very fine cucumbers, of the Walker's long 
green and Royal George varieties ; unusual at this season. 

By Robert kilvington ; a large dish of fine Mushrooms. 

dflWj<j/e«.— By Andrew Loudon; The Circular Flower-stand before 
exhibited, somewhat improved; the feet are set on castora, and the cir- 
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cular top of three elevations for flower pots, revolves bv means of 
small wheels upon that part to which the leet are attached, and is of 
such coutftructioii that any portion can readily be brought to view. 
{Soeiety'i Report.) 



Art. IL MatzachuiettB HortieuUural Society. 

Saturday, March Tlh, 1S40^ Exhibited. Fruits :— From Wil- 
liam Oliver, 'Ecbasserie Fears. From Mr. Wright, Catillac Pears. 
From S. Downer, Roxbury russets, golden russets, Wales and old 
Pearinain apples: also Iron pears. The specimens of the Wales 
apple, which appears to be something like the pearmain, especially 
in its si:&e and color, were very fine. )t would ^ive us much plea- 
sure to procure some authentic account of the origin of this variety; 
and if this paragraph should meet the eye of any one who can give us 
any infurtiiation respecting it, we would feel greativ obligecTto the 
writer. From C. Newhall, 'Echasserie and Royal d'hiver pears. 

March S8<A — Exhibited. A collection of panties, from o. Walker. 

The Committee on Flowers held a meeting according to adjourn- 
ment, this day. The sub-committee appointed at a former meeting, 
to draA rules and regulations for the government of the Exhibitions of 
this Society through the year, submitted a lengthy report, which was 
read to the meeting: aAer some discussion upon its merits, it was re- 
ferred to the same committee, with instructions to draw up definite 
rules and regulations for the final action of the Committee : the 
same to be reported at the next regular meeting of the Society on 
Saturday, April 18th. Mr. S. Sweetser was added to the sub-com- 
luittee. 

We were glad to find that a majority of the Committee were in fa- 
vor of the report submitted. It pro(K)ses rules for adoption which 
will essentially change the present useless 8}'stem of exhibiting plants 
for premiums. Heretofore, from the want of some proper and gov- 
erning rules, the premiums have been distributed with but little re- 
gard to merit ; and zealous cultivators have been so well aware that 
It was useless to compete where there was so little chance of a fair 
and just decision of the prizes, that they have refrained from contend- 
ing tor scarcely any of the premiums. The prizes may have been ad- 
vantageous in inducing some cultivators to present a greater variety 
of plants and flowers for exhibition; but they have not called out 
any new, or yery few superior specimens, requiring skill in cul- 
tivation, which should be the object of such premiums. We shall 
have occasion, when the report is finally adopted, to continue our 
remarks further upon this subject, and we would call the attention 
of all friends of horticulture and of the interests of the Society, to 
the committee's report, which will appear in our next number. 

Jlpril 25/A. — A stated meeting of the Society was held this day. 

Exhibited. Flowers: — A variety of cut flowers, from T. Lee, 
^. 

Vegetables: — Fine specimens of Southgate cucumbers, from W. 
G. Stearns, Esq., Cambridge. 
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The Comniittee on Fruits held a meeting this day, and voted that 
the following premiums be awarded for the ensuing year: — 
AppiiBS — For the best Summer Apples, not less than one 

dozen, a premium of $5 00 

For the best Autumn Apples, not less than one dozen, 

a premium of 5 00 

For the best Winter Apples, not less than one dozen, 

a premium of . * 5 00 

Fkars — For the best Summer Pears, not less than one doz- 
en, a premium of 5 00 

For the best Autumn Pears, not less than one dozen, 

a premium of 5 00 

For the best Winter Pears, not less than one dozen, 

a premium of - . . . 5 00 

Cherries — For the best Cherries, not less than one quart, 

a premium of 5 00 

For the next best, not less than one quart, a premium of 4 00 
Peaches — For the best Peaches, open culture, not less thun 

one dozen, a premium of 5 00 

For the next best, not less tbnn one dozen, a premium of 4 00 
For the best Peaches, under glass, not less than one 

dozen, a premium of 5 00 

Plum s~ For the best Plums, not less than one quart, a pre- 
mium of 5 00 

For the next best, not less than one quart, a premiam of 4 00 
Grapes — For the best Foreign Grapes, under glass, a pre- 
mium of 10 00 

For the best Foreign Grapes, open culture, a pre- 
mium of 5 00 

For the best Native Grapes, a premium of . . . 6 00 
Apricots — For the best Apricots, not less than one dozen, 

a premium of ... • ... 5 00 

Nectarines — For the best Nectarines, not less than one 

dozen, a premium of 5 00 

QuiHCEs^For the best Quinces, not less than one dozen, 

a premium of 5 00 

Gooseberries — For the best Gooseberries, not less than one 

quart, a premium of 5 00 

Raspberries — For the best Raspberries, not less than one 

quart, a premium of * 5 00 

Strawberries — For the best Strawberries, not less than ^ 

one quart, a premium of 5 00 

For the next best, not less than one quart, a premium of 4 00 
CuRRAjTTS— For the best Currants, not less than one quart, 

a premium of 3 00 

Melons — For the largest and best Water-Melon, a pre- 
mium of . S 00 

For the best Musk-Melon, a premium of . . . 8 00 
The Committee also offer the Welles' Premiums for Apples, the 
produce of seedling trees, which shall have been brought into notice 
since the year 1829, viz. 

For the best Summer Apples, as above, not less than 

one dozen, a premium of . . * . $35 00 

For the best Autumn Apples, as above, not less than one 

dozen, a premium of 35 00 

For the best Winter Apples, as above, not less than one 
dozeuj a premium or 85 00 
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Faneuil Hall Market. 



The Committee will determine the days, on which the Welles' 
Premium shall be awarded, of which dae notice will be given. 

By a vote of the Society, no premiums shall be awarded to any 
but members of the Society; but gratuities may be ^iven to others 
upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee. For the 
Committee, E. M, Richards, Chairman, 



Art. hi. Faneuil Hall Market. 



Root9, Tubtrty 4-c. 
Potatoefl: 

^^' l^S:: 

TarniiM: 

Commoo, per bushel,. . . . 

Ruta Baga, per bushel,. . 
Onions: 

New white, per bunch,. . . . 

Red, per bunch, 

White, per bunch 

Yellow, per bushel, 

Beets, per bushel 

Carrots, per bushel. 

Parsnips, per bushel, 

Horseradish, per pound, . . 
Radishes, per bunch, 

Scarlet short-top,. 

Scarlet turnip, 

Shallots, per pound, 

Garlic, per pound, 



Oabbages, per dozen : 

Savoy 

Drumhead, 

Red Dutch 

Lettuce, per head, 

Tomatoes, per dozen 

Spinach, per half peck 

Dandelions, \yer half peck. . 

Cabbage sprouts, per peck,. . 

Turnip-tops per peck 

Rhubarb, per pound 

Asparagus, per bunch, 

Pat and Sioeet Herbs. 

Parsley, per half peck 

Sage, per pound, 

Marjortun, per bunch, 

Savory, per bunch,. ....... 

Spearmint, per bunch, 



2 50 

2 60 



20 



Squathe» and Pumpkins. 

Squashes, per cwt: 
Winter crook neck,. 



From I To 
^cts.'^cts. 



6 00 



5 00 

Autumnal Marrow, |4 00 !6 00 

Canada crook neck, 6 00 6 00 



West Indias. 
Pumpkins, each. 



Fruits. 



Apples, dessert, new : 

Common, J P*"" ^'r^l'* ' 
' i per bushel,. . 

R„„^) per barrel 

' 5 P^f bushel 

Greenings, per barrel. . , . 
Pearmainn, per barrel, . . . 

Sweet, per barrel 

Lady Apples, per bushel, 
Dried apples, per pound. 
Pears; 



ears: 
St. Germain, per doz.. . . 

Baking, per bushel, 

rapes, per pound : 
Black Hamburgh,. 
Malaga, , 



Malaga, 

Cucuml>ers, each, 

Ci-anbcrries, per bushel,. 
Lemons, per dozen, .... 
Oranges, per dozen : 

Sioily, 



— Hav 



•«'»^«»'j» •••■■•••• 
Havana, (sweet). 
Pineapples, each, . . 

VcnMniits. Mirh . 



f ineapples, each 
Cocoanuts, each,. . . . 

Chestnuts, per bushel. 
Walnuts, per bw^hel, ...... 

Almonds, (sweet,) per pound, 

Filberts, per pound, 

Castana, 

English walnuts, per lb. 



2 60 
20 



260 
1 00 
8 60 
I 60 
4 00 
1 60 
8 00 
] 50 
8 60 

3 00 



8i 



200 



26 

2 60 

20 

20 

26 

25 

6 

400 

1 76 

4 
4 



8 00 
25 



300 
400 
500 
360 
400 



850 



250 



3 60 
26 

25 

87A 

37i 

6 

4 50 
200 



RBMARxa. — ^The month of April has been mild and pleasant up to 
the present time, and the last few days remarkably warm for the sea- 
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son. Peach and cherry trees are now in full bloora, a circamatance 
which, we believe, has not occurred in April for the past five or six 
years or more. I'he season promises well and early, and, if no hard 
frosts occur to cut off early crops, the market will be well supplied, at 
an earlier period than usual, with a fine stock of vegetables. Plant- 
ing has been commenced in good earnest, and peas sown in March 
have advanced rapidly the last week or two. 

Since our last, the stock of potatoes has been somewhat reduced 
by larffe shipments to the south; this, together with but few arrivals 
from the east, has created a more brisk demand, and though prices 
have not advanced, they may be considered as very firm at our quo- 
tations: the only exception 'to be made is in Eastports, prices of 
which nave fallen off considerably. Turnips very abundant. Onions 
a complete dru^, except whites; some few bunches of new whites 
came to hand this week. Beets, carrots and parsnips have slightly ad- 
vanced. Radishes abundant, and of very superior quality. Cabbages, 
froni the decreased supply, are higher. Lettuce plentiful, and very 
fine. Celery all gone. Spinach and dandelions m great abundance; 

g rices have not averaged so low for the last ^ve or six years. Cab- 
age sprouts and turnip tops have come to band. Asparagus has been 
received, which is earlier bv a week than for several seasons. Parsley 
and spearmint, the latter of which is much called for now, are abun- 
dantly supplied. The stock of sauashes is nearly gone, very few, ex- 
cept West Indias, remaining; or these there have been several re- 
cent arrivals, and prices have fallen: the quality, however, is not 
verv good; they do not appear to have fully ripened. 

The market for fruit is rather dull; apples are no higher, with the 
exception of very choice and handsome Baldwins, which command a 
slight advance. Pears are most gone. Cranberries, from the arrival 
of those of spring picking, are lower. Cucumbers have been receiv- 
ed nearly the whole of the month, and are readily taken at quota- 
tions. A small lot of good pine-apples arrived last week. Oranges, 
a drug; the arrivals of large quantities, and in poor order, have glut- 
ted the market. The season promises well for fruits thus far, and if 
no frosts occur, there will undoubtedly be a heavy crop. — Jlf. T., 
Boston, April 28, 1840. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOR MAT. 



ratriT department. 

Crrape vines, in the green-house or grapery, will now be in flower: 
keep up the temperature while they remain in bloom, and the fruit 
will set better. Omit syringing the vines till the fruit is well set. 
Plants in pots should be well watered. 

Stravoberry 6eds may yet be made: the old beds should be top- 
dressed, and, if the weather proves dry the latter part of the month 
the beds should be watered. 

Raspberry plants should be tied up to stakes, and the ground ma- 
nured and dug between the rows. 
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Oooseberry bushes will need attention : if not yet pruned, let tbem 
be attended to immediately. Look out for insects. 

Peach and other fruit trees ^ on walls or trellises, should be careful- 
ly attended to. Nail in all the new wood in regular order. 

Vines y in the open air, should have their shoots tied up to the trel- 
lis or wall. 

FLOWER DEFARTMEKT. 

Dahlias will now be growing, and if they are wanted for early 
flowering; they should be potted, and finally set out after the 20th. ft 
is not safe to plant earlier, as a slight frost would cut off the shoots. 
Enrich the soil, and let it be well du?> 

Erythrina Crista galli. — Roots of these splendi^ plants, wintered 
in the cellar, may be planted out about the 25th of the month. 

Annuals should be sown this month. We have found, aAer seve- 
ral years' planting, that the safest period is between the 10th and 25th 
of the month: there is danger in planting many of the more tender 
sorts earlier. Rocket larkspurs, clarkias, coreopsis, nigellas, cenoth- 
eras, leptosiphons, collinsias, and many of the new Californian ones, 
may be sown immediately; but such as coxCombs, balsams, cypress 
vine, gilliflowers, schizanthuses, &c. should not be sown before the 
15th or 20th. 

Carnations may be repotted now, or they may be turned out in a 
good situation in the border. 

Pansy seeds may be sown now; if plants have been raised in pots 
they may now be transplanted out into' the border, selecting a par- 
tiallv shaded aspect and moist situation. 

Tulip beds should be shaded by an awning of some kind, or the 
beauty of the flowers will be soon spoiled. 

Chrysanthemum cuttings may be now put in, or the old roots may 
be separated, choosing only the best suckers. 

Cuttings of heaths and epacrises may be now put in. 

Cactuses should receive larger supplies of water whilst they are 
flowering. 

Camellias should be kept well watered and syringed frequently, till 
they have completed their growth. 

Tuberoses, tiger flowers, and gladioluses may be now set out in the 
border. 

Biennials nnd perennials may yet be transplanted. 

Verbenas should be propagated where they are wanted for turning 
out into the border. 

Oxalises and Cape bulbs, done flowering, may be ^removed from 
the green-house to the open air, and the pots laid upon the sides. 

Trevirana coccineaj repot the small roots set out in March. 

VEGETABLE DEPARTMENT. 

Celery seed should be sown immediately for a winter crop. 

Beans, of all kinds, may be sown about the middle of the month. 
Limas andsievas are so tender that they should not be sown then, 
unless the weather is very mild. 

Cabbages, of the drumhead and Savoy sorts, should be sown some 
time this month. 

Tomatoes may be sown this month, and the plants will produce 
abundantly in August. 

Corn, cucumbers, melons, and all sorts of vegetables, may be sown 
any time this month. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



Art. I. Notices of Green-houses and Hot-houses^ in and 
near Philadelphia. No. I. By A Philadelphia Ama- 
teur. 

Messrs. Hirst ^ Dreer^ at the Woodlands. — The Wood- 
lands, once well known as containing one of the first and the 
best collections of plants, in the early horticultural proceed- 
ings of America, has long been in a state of neglect and disuse. 
On a visit to the place, last October, we found the green- 
bouses and hot-houses fallen in and decayed, and honey locust, 
paper mulberry, and other trees and shrubs of various kinds, 
so densely thick as to preclude the possibility of entrance, 
save by the pioneer, with his stalwart arm and sturdy axe. 
The gravel walks, once kept *^neat and trim," were com- 
pletely overgrown with matted grass, through which an occas- 
ional head of stunted box might be seen peering, marking the 
site of one of the numerous flower borders that erewhile were 
covered with blossoms of fragrance and beauty, now ranked 
with noisome weeds. The shrubbery, for want of attention, 
had sprung into all sorts of shapes, and bore evident marks of 
the rude hands of the rabble who passed them by in the sea- 
son of bloom. 

How different a feeling than that of distaste and disgust I 
experienced on my last visit. Civilization had been there. 
Workmen were rapidly engaged in putting the fences in order; 
the walks were as in olden times, and the flower borders had 
again resumed their pristine appearance. On entering the hot- 
house, I perceived a large collection of C&cti, of the most 
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vigorous growth; the plants of one and two years' growth, 
many of which were displaying, and others rapidly opening, 
blossoms. Plants of the Passifl6ra alkta were in process of 
training, through the house; and the caeriilea racemdsa was 
covered with flowers. Large plants of the Azklea indica var. 
6legans, phoenicea, purpi!irea pleno, alba, &c., were making 
very rapid growth, and many other plants were developing 
blooms. We noticed an immense quantity of young plants 
from cuttings, progressing, and large quantities of cuttings in 
the process of rooting, many of which were pushing roots in a 
peculiar way, viz. in hyacinth glasses in water. Oranges, 
oleanders, passifloras, and gardenias, had long, sturdy roots, 
and were growing rapidly at top; The treatment is peculiar. 
The beautiful little '* Forget Me Not,'* as it is styled, (Lo- 
belia crinus) seems quite a favorite with Mr. Hirst, as I ob- 
served it growing every where, pendant from the shelves, and 
presenting quite a beautiful appearance. 

The hot-house is about forty feet in length, and divided 
into an upper and lower apartment, being about twenty-five 
feet in width. The conservatory, on the old system, is nearly 
filled with large specimens of oranges, lemons, and various 
other plants, many of which were covered with blossoms and 
young fruit, and is over eighty feet long. The green-house 
was a perfect blaze of flowers, roses of various kinds, &c. 
I noticed the Ferb^na Tweediedna, Eyredna, incisa, dlba, 
[teucroldeSy] fulgens, Kilvingtdnia,Watsdnia, Binneydno, &c. 
in large quantities. The pelargoniums were in bloom; among 
them I observed the Mary Queen of Scots, AdelincB, Heri- 
carttdnum, involucrktum superbum, Micans, Beauty of Phil- 
adelphia, Wheel^rti, Lord Denman, purpiirea csriilea, Yeat- 
manidna, Purple Perfection, Lady Fletcher, Lady Fitzharris, 
Compionidna, Dennis's Perfection, Admiral Napier, &c., 
and a beautiful seedling, a new variety. Miss Thorburn, 
(Hirst^s^) a fine rose, with very dark stripe, of the Hericart- 
idnum character, round petaled, and a beautiful flower. Sev- 
eral plants of the Amaryllia Johnsont were bearing seed, and 
I noticed an immense collection of seedling bulbs, one year 
old, of the Amaryllis aulica, in pots, several hundred plants, 
and a large quantity just appearing above ground, from seed 
of the present year. Some new seedling calceolarias; var. 
Hirstidna, liiiea superba, &c., were the most beautiful we 
ever saw, the flowers an inch and a half in length, and beau- 
fully formed. One plant of Hirsttdna had several hundred 
blossoms open at one time, and presented a superb appearance 
in connection with the rugdsa, bicolor, &,c., which were dis- 
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plajing their tiny blooms alongside: every blossom was im- 
pregnated, with pollen from the Marjortdna, a new dark vari- 
ety, raised by William Chalmers, Sen: the bicolor and rug6- 
sa, several hundred pods of which, hybridized flowers, were 
rapidly ripening seed. I noticed the new Fuchsia fulgens in 
flower. 

The plants are all healthy and vigorous, and many of them 
very superior. The proprietors contemplate erecting new 
bouses the coming season. An immense quantity of new 
dahlias were in rapid propagation, imported the present sea- 
son from England. There have already been rooted and sold, 
over forty plants of the new striped carnation flowered one, 
(Striata formosissima,) which is in great demand, orders re- 
maining on hand unfulfilled. Hirst & Dreer gained the first 
prize at the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, at the last 
annual exhibition. H. 

Pkiladelphia, JIfay, 1840. 



Aet. II. On the Labors of the Gardener. 
By J. E. Teschemachxr. 

When we admire a beautiful, well grown flower, we little 
think how much pains and labor has been bestowed to produce 
it in the perfection to which it has attained. Permit me to 
instance the pelargonium, commonly called geranium. Maby 
years have now elapsed, since, by various mixtures of plants, 
called hybridization, the first improvements were made in 
these flowers; and how inferior are those original improve- 
ments, to the large and delicately or vividly colored specimens 
DOW exhibited. All these have been produced by the con- 
stant care of the gardener, in growing his plants for seed in 
the strongest manner, in mixing the varieties with judgment, 
and attention to the minutest processes of nature; in raising, 
potting and nurturing his seedlings, of which, if ten in a hun- 
dred turn out fine flowers, he feels amply repaid; the rest 
may be thrown away. With these ten his labors begin again; 
they have to be divided into cuttings, these have to be made 
to strike root, to be protected against too much heat in sum- 
mer, and against cold in the winter, to be repotted, watered 
regularly, kept clean from insects, and finally brought into the 
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beautiful state in which they are often seen, when exposed for 
sale. For these labors, he obtains twenty-five, or, perchance, 
fifty cents, or, for plants on which he has expended these 
cares for two or three years, probably a dollar. I do not 
mean to say that he is, or ought to be, dissatisfied, or to insin- 
uate that the public do not patronize the gardener. Far from 
it: I hail and acknowledge the increasing taste on this subject 
with delight, and only wish to show that in making purchases 
of plants, an industrious, hard working, and meritorious class 
of men are encouraged, and that every dollar they receive is 
fairly earned. It may be said that plants, flowers, and fruits, 
are luxuries which we can well do without: this may be true 
in the abstract; but how much more innocent and engaging, 
bow much more beautiful and interesting, to a well directed 
mind, are these, than muhitudes of other need note which are 
habitually indulged in. 

What I have stated of the pelargonium maybe said of many 
other tribes of beautiful flowers. The pelargonium, however, 
is of comparatively easy cultivation, and cuttings strike read- 
ily: but there are many other delightful plants which require 
very different treatment, and with which much more care and 
patience is required. Again; take the fruits. Who would 
not desire to see his table supplied every day during the sea- 
son, with such charming fruit as the strawberries, currants, 
raspberries, peaches, &c. exhibited in the markets: these are 
all owing to the unceasing assiduity of the gardener; all the 
improvements between these and the fruits in their wild, un- 
cultivated state, are due to his care; and to his labors must be 
attributed the facility with which plants of all these fruits are 
attainable by any one who has a spot of ground to cultivate. 

Those only, who have been habitually engaged in the ope* 
rations of the garden, can estimate the vexatious disappoint- 
ments to which the gardener is always subject. The scarce 
and beautiful pink or carnation, of which he possesses a soli- 
tary specimen, obtained at high cost, which is watched and 
fostered with daily care, is just throwing up its strong flower 
stem, when it is nibbled off during the night by an insidious 
caterpillar, concealed in the earth, and his hopes, for that sea- 
son, are destroyed. — A sudden wind prostrates his unprotected 
tulips, just breaking forth in their brilliancy, or scatters in 
destruction the brittle branches of his dahlias of promise. 
The hot sun prevents his strawberries from swelling, or dries 
them up, and he looks wishingly to the skies for rain. To 
these, and a hundred other vexations, is the gardener subject, 
until a gardener's patience, forbearance, and perseverance are 



Digitized by 



Google 



Oil the Labors of the Gardener. 305 

almost prorerbial. Against these, every resource that his in- 
genuity can devise must be called into action; — he must shade 
against too much sun, water in days of drought, contend with 
the myriads of the insect creation, protect against the winds, — 
in fact, he must be quite alive to every part of his profession, 
and on his talent, industry, and attention to the minute details, 
will his success depend. 

A gardener should always be a man of acute and accurate 
observation. One will immediately take notice of an effect 
produced by a peculiar treatment of a plant which will afford a 
valuable hint to pursue, when another will pass the same unno- 
ticed and unheeded; and this habit of quick and correct obser- 
vation is easily attained by strict attention, when young, to ev- 
er^ operation which passes through the gardener's hands. In 
this way it becomes a habit, which is valuable in every walk of 
life. In conclusion, I should wish to see the gardener take a 
broad, comprehensive, liberal view of his profession, nor be 
imbued with narrow and selfish ideas, keeping to himseH* every 
improvement he discovers, for fear his neighbor should reap 
some little advantage from it, and, finally, leaving this world, 
and burying his secret with him. I state, unhesitatingly, that 
the immense impulse which has been given to horticulture, in 
England, France, Belgium, and Europe generally, within the 
last twenty-five years, is attributable mainly to the liberal inter- 
change in magazines and other periodical publications, between 
practical gardeners, of their various methods of cultivating dif- 
ferent plants, — an impulse, which, while it has certainly, in 
point of pleasure and delight, benefited the whole community, 
has especially benefited the gardener. These publications 
now exist here, and no doubt that the result will be the same, 
if conducted and supported in the same liberal way as in 
Europe. J. E. T. 

Boston, May, 1840. 

We are much gratified in presenting the above remarks by 
Mr. Teschemacher, on the interesting subject to which they are 
devoted. The labors of no class of men have been so much un^ 
derrated as those of the gardener. We particularly commend 
the latter portion of Mr. Teschemacher's remarks to the notice 
of every reflecting gardener: we have endeavored, on every 
occasion, to impress the same views upon their attention. 
Those who imagine, (and we know there are some who do,) 
that they are giving the public too much information, are only 
injuring their profession and themselves, by retarding the pro- 
gress of a pursuit, on whose flourishing state their support de- 
pends. — Ed, 
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Art. III. Pamological Notices; or^ Notices respecting new 
and 9uperior varieties of Fruits^ vforthy of general ^cultiva- 
tion. Some account of several new varieties of Pears^ 
which have fruited in the Botanic Garden and Nurseries 
of A. J. Downing J Kewburgh^ JV. Y. By A. J. Down- 
ing. 

The peary in this climate, is certainly the princ^ of fruits. We 
speak now of the pear in its more modern acceptation among po- 
mologists-^not as a fruit ripening late in summer, or in the 
autumn, but consisting of at least one hundred distinct varie- 
ties of excellence, and at least thirty of most superior qual- 
ity, which are capable of affording a supply for the dessert 
for at least nine months of the year. Unlike the peach, the 
cherry, or the plum, fruits that ripen and decay in a short 
period, the pear plucked (as It always should be,) from the 
tree at the approach of maturity, and ripened in the fruit 
room, is, next to the apple, the most durable of fruits; some 
of the fine and delicious new winter pears, as the Easter 
Beurre, &c. remaining firm through the whole winter, and 
ripening at the approach of spring. 

As your readers are well aware, this noble fruit has been 
more than quadrupled in value, of late years, by the superior 
varieties that have originated abroad, and more especially by 
those which have been given to us by the celebrated Van 
Mons^ of Belgium. The reputation of these new varieties 
abroad has been very high, and the colored plates of the va- 
rieties, which accompanied the written descriptions, executed 
in the most costly manner, gave promise of much novelty and 
beauty of appearance. As, however, varieties of fruit vary 
very much in different soils and climates, considerable anx- 
iety has naturally been felt to see the fruit of all these new 
sorts in this country. Most of them are, we believe, fully 
equal here, to the descriptions given of them. Mr. Man- 
ning has already fruited as large a number as any individual, 
and bas liberally furnished your readers with descriptive no- 
tices of the varieties, in your Magazine. It appears to us, 
however, both from the description given by him, and from 
the fruit be has produced, that the valley of the Hudson is 
naturally much more congenial to all these varieties of the 
pear, than the neighborhood of the sea coast. This may be 
owing to a difference in the soil, or the sea air, or perhaps 
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both these influences united. Certain, however, it is, that 
here we are not in the least subject to the blight and cracking 
of pears, of which Messrs. Kenrick, Manning, and Ives 
complain; as even the old St. Michael or Virgoulouse, the 
Brown Buerr6, St. Germain, &c. annually produce, in our 
soil, abundant crops of the fairest and finest frnit. 

In your last, our friend Mr. Ives, of Salem, has furnished 
a list of pears that have fruited with him, with some remarks 
on their qualities, which differ so much from the habit and 
appearance of those fruits as to excite much surprise here. 
Although Mr. Ives remarks that allowance should be made 
for the unsuitableness of the soil in his grounds, which is ^'a 
dry, sandy loam," yet with this allowance, we fear your 
readers might form unfavorable opinions of some of the really 
fine fruits which he describes. The Bartlett, or Williams's 
Bon Chretien, here bears regularly and most abundantly, the 
fruit very large, often weighing fourteen ounces, and delicious 
in its flavor. The Madeleine is perhaps the best very early 
pear, very smooth and fair, and though not high flavored, yet 
juicy and agreeable, &c. 

We have only leisure at present to pen a few short notices 
of some of the pears that have fruited here. This season, 
should the present fine promise of fruit be realized, we shall 
probably have seventy or eighty varieties of the pear in fruit, 
and will be able to give you more detailed accounts of the 
finer sorts. 

Hericart, — This is a pear of the first quality; fi'uited the 
first time last season. Medium size; early and abnndant bear- 
er; color greenish yellow, with nunlerous small dots; flavor 
sprightly and agreeable; flesh melting. Ripe in September. 

Beurri Bosc. — An early and most prodigious bearer. Two 
branches, grafted in 1837, each about thirty inches in length, 
were literally loaded with fruit, and alone produced a peck of 
pears last year. Ripened in the house, this pear matures 
gradually, and the flavor is excellent, somewhat spicy; the 
color yellow, inclining to russet; form pyramidal. 

Bezi de la MoUe. — This is a most superior variety. The 
fruit, when in perfection, about three inches long; form, 
roundish turbinate; color, yellowish green, with innumerable 
round grayish dots, very smooth and fair; the flesh is rich, 
melting and buttery, with a very peculiar and agreeable flavor; 
abundant bearer; branches rather wavy or pendulous; ripe 
the beginning of October. 

Bergamot Suisse. — This is a remaikably beautiful fruit, of 
the bergamot shape, being distinctly striped on the exterior^ 
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alternately with green and yellow. The trees are of very 
thrifty and upright growth; the fruit good size, and though not 
of first quality, is yet full of juice, sweet, and well flavored. 
Ripe the end of September. 

Frederick of Wurtemburgy (Capiaumont of the Pomohg^ 
ical Magazine.) — This superb fruit, well known to all ama- 
teurs of the pear, bears abundantly and ripens well here. Its 
delicious flavor, and rich scarlet and yellow coloring, like 
that of a waxen fruit, will render it a favorite every where. 

Dtlices d^Ardenpont, — A very large pear, four inches 
long, oblong, pyramidal, smooth, and dark green: ripening ia 
November. A fruit of the first class in appearance and 
flavor. 

The Mipokon succeeds admirably here, producing abun- 
dant crops of juicy and pleasant fruit. Flesh very melting 
and agreeable, though not high flavored. 

Beurri DieL — A great bearer; the fruit large, and of a 
delicious, melting, sugary flavor, with miich aroma. Decid- 
edly the finest early winter pear yet fruited here. 

Green Sylvange^ {Sylvange BergamoL) — A late autumo 
and early winter pear of merit. Color bright green; flesh 
melting, very juicy and sweet; fruit irregular, flattened towards 
the eye, lengthening towards the stalk. 

Duchess of AngouUrM, — This superior fruit is already 
comparatively well known throughout the country, and belongs 
to the first class of pears, often weighing a pound, and, with- 
al, of the finest flavor and appearance. Worthy of extensive 
cultivation, as it is inferior to none for a late autumn pear. 
The Easier Beurri is its compeer for a late winter pear. 

Bloodgood, — This, in our estimation, is decidedly the 
finest of the early pears. The fruit is of medium size; the 
color yellow, inclining to russet. A certain and constant 
bearer, and should be in every collection. 

St, Ghislain, — A bright yellow skin; the skin or flesh 
elongated over the stem or stalk half way up, are the most 
striking characteristics of this fruit, externally. It is a but- 
tery, luscious pear, of the first class^ unsurpassed in flavor. 

Buffum. — If ripened on the tree, this might be thought an 
inferior variety; but plucked just before maturity, it becomes 
one of much merit. In shape and color it much resembles 
our Virgoulouse or St. Michael, though differing from it in 
being more highly colored on the sunny side. Ripe in Oc- 
tober. A prolific variety. 

The Urbaniste^ Marie Louise, Dixy and Seckely are four 
pears possessing every desirable quality to render them uni- 
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yersally admired. The Golden Beurr6 of Bilboa promises 
to be a valuable sort. 

The GanseVs Bergamot^ the St. Germain^ the St. Mi' 
ehtuly and the Brown Beurri are still great favorites in the 
valley of the Hudson; they are undoubtedly among the finest 
of pears, and thrive here with all their ancient vigor. Near 
the centre of one of our gardens, we have a standard tree of 
the Brown Bturri in perfect vigor, about twenty years old, 
which produces, without any extra care, from six to ten bush- 
els annually, of magnificent pears. Those of your readers 
who may remember the specimens of the fruit of this tree, 
shown at the last exhibition of the Massachusetts Horticukural 
Society, will, we are confident, admit, that this fine old sort 
has not yet ^^gont to decay. ^^ 

The pear undoubtedly requires a strong, loamy soil, to 
bring it to perfection. As we have already remarked, the 
neighborhood of the sea-coast seems prejudicial to the dura- 
tion of the more delicate and finer varieties; in such situations 
the fruit is liable to become spotted or rusty, the outer surface 
becoming indurated and cracked in various directions. This 
may, however, be owing to the light sandy soils common in 
those localities, and it is not improbable that marl or stifiT 
loam, applied as a corrective to such soils, might greatly tend 
to remove this malady. A. J. Downing. 

Mwburghy JV. r., Jlffly, 1840. 

The above article, by our correspondent, Mr. Downing, 
will be read with great interest by all lovers of fine fruit. We 
have already remarked, ( Vol. V., p. 408,) that the soil of 
both Mr. Manning's and Mr. Ives's nursery, though very well 
adapted to the growth of trees for sale, does not appear to be 
sufficiently deep and rich to produce fine fruit, and that the 
pears which each have exhibited before the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society, were not so large and handsome as 
those from other cultivators in the vicinity of Boston; — and 
although Mr. Manning's success has been sufficient to accu- 
rately describe the different kinds which he has ripened, his 
specimens cannot be considered as equalling the descriptions 
which have been given of the same by pomological writers. 

Our correspondent remarks, that the information, com- 
municated by Mr. Ives in a late number, (p. 121,) has 
excited some surprise in his vicinity : it has equally so among 
cultivators here. Mr. Ives's remarks upon some of the va- 
rieties struck 1YS as somewhat peculiar, and we were led to be- 
lieve that there was some error, until, upon close examinatioo 
vot. VI. — ^NO. VI. 27 
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of the copy, we found we were correct: we bad never known 
the Bartlett, so called, to be *' worthless,** or the Gushing, to 
be a ^^ smell bearer," but we inferred that Mr. Ives's soil was 
the cause of this, and that the same fine kinds might prove so 
in similar soils. We have reason, now, however, to believe 
Mr., Ives was very hasty in his observations, and that the trees 
were exceedingly small, and only bore fruit one or two sea- 
sons, under very adverse circumstances, and that they could 
not be considered as giving a fair estimate of the fruits, even 
allowing them to grow in his own '* dry and sandy loam," if 
the trees had attained sufficient age to produce a hundred 
pears. Mr. Manning's nursery adjoins that of Mr. Ives's, 
and tlie soils are precisely alike, and Mr. Manning's remarks 
may be considered as giving a fair description of the fruits in 
either situation. 

We again commend Mr. Downing's article to the notice of 
every cultivator : we saw the fine specimens which he fur- 
nished at the Atinual Exhibition of the Massachusetts Horti- 
cultural Society, last autumn, and can bear witness to their 
superiority to any thing of the kind contributed by cultivators 
in this vicinity, and his notice of the above varieties may be 
relied upon as giving a faithful description of their real worth. 
Our readers may look forward to the close of the now prom- 
ising season for a full description, from Mr. Downing, of ail 
the new kinds which may ripen in his nurseries during the 
autumn. — Ed. 



Art. IV. Observations on some species of Mosses^ (JlftUci.) 
By John Lewis Russell. 

In examining a large lot of pear trees, from the French 
nurseries, my attention was attracted to the kinds of moss in 
which the roots were enveloped, the results of which I submit 
to your notice. 

The valuable properties of these little plants, almost uni- 
versally scattered over the globe, are well known to every 
collector and nurseryman. The delicacy of their foliage and 
stems render them peculiarly sensible to moisture and to 
drought, and the durable qualities of their substance give them 
preeminence over every other material in packing choice 
plants. Besides these ruder economical purposes^ they enter, 
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in no small degree, into the successful treatment of the finest 
orchideous epiphytes and aerides, whose inflorescence requires 
patient experiment, and constant, uniform moisture. 

The moss which mostly obtains with us, in packing the 
roots of trees and plants, is the Sph&gnum, of which we have 
various species in the immediate vicinity of Boston. Its 
texture is of a soft and spongy nature, and capable of imbib* 
ing a very great quantity of moisture, and of retaining it for 
a considerable space of time. This moss enters largely into 
the composition of our peat, and seems expressly adapted in 
the economy of nature, to speedily convert the barren morass 
into rich and fertile meadows. Among its stems may be 
found growing, some of the prettiest and most beautiful of our 
native plants, such as Dr6sera longif61ia, and rolundif61ia, 
Cymbidium pulchellum, arethusas, &c. 

The species of mosses from the French nurseries, did not, 
so far as my observations extended, comprise a single instance 
of iSphagnum. They were kinds of a drier native habitat^ 
and of a stronger texture. The sphagna do not seem to be 
so much used for these and similar purposes in Europe, as 
with us. Whether they are rarer, or considered inferior, it 
is not easy to determine. 

1 . Hypnum triquitrum. Among the most abundant was 

Hypnum triquitrum, found also in this country, according to 
Micbaux and other authors. Its form is irregularly pinnate; 
leaves squarrose, cordate, somewhat sharp at the point, and 
serrated on the edge. The branches which compose the pin* 
Die, unlike the main stem, are pointed, and root into the 
ground. It attains the length of nearly a foot, remarkable 
for elasticity, and is used, among other employments, in pack* 
ing brittle wares. 

2. Hypnum pilrtim. — A beautiful plant, of a more regu- 
larly pinnate form: branches alternating: leaves imbricated, of 
a carious ovate form, and furnished at the tip with a short, ob« 
lique point: color a delicate light green. An European spe- 
cies, and in great request in England among anglers, for 
cleansing worms for bait, by a process called scouring; divest- 
ing those creatures of the earthy particles by their crawling 
through the soft and pliant material. Burnett tells us, with a 
seeming inclination towards the gentle and captivating occu- 
pation of the line and rod, that ^Hrue Wahonians prefer this 
species; half bred anglers use it indiscriminately with other 
mosses;'' a refinement of as grave a character as some of the 
minuter pursuits in amateur horticukure! 

3. Hypnum squarrdsum. — With pale green leaves, curi- 
ously expanded in a rosseform figure at the top of the stems, 
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and with long, flexile shoots: not only pretty as a plant, but 
admirable for similar purposes, for which, in this instance, it 
was used. 

4. Hypnum proUferum, — A most exquisite moss, well 
known to almost every lover of picturesque beauty in its mi- 
nuter points of view; investing the smooth surfaces of rocks, 
or covering, with its intricate and feathery foliage, the shady 
stones and decaying trunks in the rich woods of almost every 
northern climate. In such situations I have met with it, and 
have been often attracted by its charms. What a pity that 
we cannot introduce some of these most wonderful of Flora's 
productions into our culture! We search the globe for the 
rare and curious, but neglect the really exquisite which is near 
by, and which can be gathered by every hand. The ^'mossy 
bank'' has been often in the poet's song, but words feebly 
convey the beauty of its living and sempervirent charms. 
Nature seems to have exerted its energies in those smaller 
forms, and produced, with unrivalled skill, these humble, but 
more complete organizations. 

5. Polytrichuni commitne. — So inferior a moss for packing, 
that probably its occurrence was by an indiscriminate or acci- 
dental culling. Like the last mentioned, it is interesting, as 
connecting the cryptogamia flora of that part of Europe with 
ours. The polytricha are natives of temperate regions. To 
the hardy Laplander, this species furnishes a wholesome and 
elastic bed. Linncus tells us, in his Flora Laponnica^ that 
large patches of it are ingeniously cut from the ground, to 
supply this need; and with no little care to discriminate be* 
tween the barren and fertile shoots; the latter being soft, and 
the former, from the rigidity of their heads, converting Na- 
ture's boon into an uneasy couch, pricking and annoying the 
sleeper. Of sundry other domestic uses the species is capa- 
ble, even in the manufacture of brooms, according to White, 
who, in his History of Selbome, details the method at some 
length. 

The economical uses of the moss plants exhibit a striking 
instance of the truth, that nothing seems made in vain. Many 
of the minutest forms serve in some manner, in the operations 
of nature, assisting in the great scheme of creation, or serving 
to instruct the human mind in the profoundest lessons of Di- 
vine Wisdom! As types of the earliest forms of vegetable 
life, in the infancy of the world, they are interesting to the 
student in its history; and, as the miniature productions of the 
floral world, they even rival the more grand and magnificent 
of its attractive charms! 
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Art. IV. Descriptivt Notice of several seedling varieties of 
Pelargonium^ recently raised by Thomas Cotoany at the 
gardens of Col. Perkins^ Brooklinej near Boston, By 
Alexander Gordoit. 

The genus Pelargdnium has become so universal a favor- 
ite, that any eulogium on its merits, as a green-house or win- 
dow ornament, would be superfluous. The anxiety among 
amateurs, to possess every new introduction, whether import- 
ed, or of native origin, is well known. For a long time, 
the difficulties attending the importation of these floral gems 
made the varieties in American collections rather limited; but 
at the present time, there are various establishments in the 
United States, whose Geranidcece would rank with the famed 
collections of Europe. Independent of the importations, 
which include every desirable variety, many valuable acqui- 
sitions have been added to this delightful tribe, by varieties of 
American origin. The object of this communication is to 
record in your valuable pages some very esteemed varieties 
raised by Thomas Cowan, son of Mr. Cowan, gardener to 
Col. Perkins, Brookline, near Boston. Mr. Cowan raised 
above fifty seedlings last season, about one half of which have 
flowered this spring. Seven years ago, and not one of those 
which have blossomed but would have ranked high, and the 
following will bear a comparison with any in the country, even 
at the present day. 

CowanU Beauty of Clydesdale. — A splendid plant. Cor- 
olla very large, slightly recurved; color dark rose, finely pen- 
cilled with large dark spots, lower petals light rose. The 
flowers stand boldly to the view, in fine trusses; foliage leaves 
orbicular; habit of plant very compact. Several good judges 
have pronounced this variety equal to any in America. 

Per^n^i^num. — Corolla dark purple, distinctly marked with 
spots: foliage very compact: a very excellent variety. 

Cowan^s Sir William Wallace. — Corolla very large; upper 
petals dark rose, beautifully pencilled with dark brown, inter- 
spersed with white; lower petals vivid light rose; foliage very 
large: has much the habit and appearance of Dennis's Per- 
fection. 

Miss Cahot. — Corolla: color French white, penciHing very 
regular, terminating with a rich spot: foliage large, and very 
compact in habit. 
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MisB Oardener, — Corolla yery large, light lilac, finely pen- 
cilled, with a rich dark spot. A remarkably free flowerer. 

Miss Carey. — Similar to the above, excepting the foliage, 
which is smaller, and smoother in the leaf. 

GorddnW, — Corolla very large: color of upper petals dark 
purple, with a rich, deep, velvety spot, on a white ground. 

Osceola. — Corolla large: color French white, finely pen- 
cilled with rich lake colored stripes, which are terminated 
with a bold spot: foliage large, and the plant very compact in 
habit. 

Hector^ David Crocket^ ^udubon^ Black Hawk^ and Robert 
Burns have considerable merit, and are very distinct; the 
latter, in particular, is an excellent variety. Those which 
have not flowered are very promising. Indeed, I seldom, if 
ever, saw so many excellent varieties from a single batch of 
seedlings. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

Alexander Gordon. 

May 4th, 1840. 



Art. VI. Sor^e hints upon the treatment of Gretn-^houte 
Plants during Summer. By the Editor. 

We have oftentimes thought, when viewing many of the very 
fine collections of plants in the summer season, which now a- 
bound in the amateur gardens, throughout the country, that there 
was a great want of care and attention in the management of the 
plants during that season of the year, when placed out of the 
green*house in the open air ; and it has often occurred to us, 
that a few hints upon the negligent mode in which many of the 
more delicate and beautiful plants are treated, might be the 
means of inviting attention to the subject, and prevent per- 
haps, in some degree, that careless disposition of the plants 
which too many cultivators seem to think of little or no im- 
portance when out of the green-house or conservatory . 

We shall now, briefly, note down sotne ideas which have 
occurred to us, and we hope that they may tend to induce cul- 
tivators, especially those who possess choice collections, to 
give more attention to their green-house plants during summer, 
not only for the purpose of keeping them in a healthier and 
more vigorous condition, but of rendering them interesting ob- 
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jects throughout the whole year — the splendor of their winter 
habitation and pleasing ornaments to the garden all summer. 

Who, that is a lover of plants, has not often admired the 
neatness and beauty of a well arranged green-house, — the vig- 
or and elegance of the plants, and the brilliancy of the 
blossoms? — from November to May, how much grati6ca- 
tion and delijghi they afford; — but from June to November, 
bow different la their appearance! When the season arrives 
for removing the planCs from the house, a general clearing is 
made at onoe of every object there; — the camellias, azaleas 
and heaths, are placed in one situation, the roses and geraniums 
in another, the cacti tribe huddled together in some out-of-tbe* 
way place y and the different kinds of bulbs thrown together 
in another; some scattered hither and thither, under the shade 
and drip of trees, and others exposed to the full blaze of a 
burning summer's sun, and often times without any reference 
to the shade, light, heat or moisture, which each particular 
tribe requires. Some of the tallest species blown about by 
the wind, and sweeping the ground wiib their branches by the 
continual upsetting and rolling about of the pots — some with 
broken pots, others overrun with moss and weeds, the earth 
ploughed up by the continued action of the worms — the whole 
oftentimes presenting such a confusion and wildness as to lead 
one, not familiar with plants, to imagine that they possessed 
no value sufficient to render (hem objects of any care or at- 
tention. I 

This carelessness and neglect of green-house plants, during 
the summer season, mav be attributed, in a great degree, to the 
simple cause of the unmteresting appearance of the plants, of 
many species and varieties, when not in blossom; having com- 
pleted their season of flowering, and, some of them, perfected 
their growth for another year, they are looked upon as objects 
affording no gratification sufficient to bestow other than the 
necessary labor upon them, of keeping them alive by occa* 
sional supplies of water, (oftentimes without much regard to 
regularity,) until placed in their winter domicil to again re- 
ward the cultivator, by a brilliant display of their varied and 
pleasing blossoms for his assiduity in nursing and fostering 
their growth. Year after year the collection is shorn of some 
of its finest ornaments, and, unless a stock is kept up by con- 
tinual propagation or by purchases from the nurseryman, 
it is soon reduced, and what remain are but sickly objects, 
which, as they become less vigorous, receive the less care. 

We are induced to believe that in amateur collections, where 
there is not a professional man, many fine plants are lost by in- 
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attention during summer: though much anxiety is often felt for the 
fate of the plants during winter, they suffer far less, in general, 
than they do in summer, provided ordinary care is then given 
them. The burning summer's sun, the hot parching vfrinds, 
and ihe frequent heavy rains, in our climate, are more fatal to 
the healih of plants, than the cool temperature of any indifler- 
ently regulated green-house, during winter. 

Where there is a choice collection of plants, the first con- 
sideration should be, next to a convenient, large and well ven- 
tilated green-house, to prepare a suitable place for the plants 
during the summer season. The situation should be open and 
exposed to the free circulation of air, and it should not be un- 
der the drip and shade of large trees, as is too often the case. 
It should be a situation prepared on purpose for the plants; 
and if judiciously chosen, and the plants all properly and neatly 
arranged, it may be made as pleasing and interesting a portion 
of the garden as could be desired. 

The plants should be sheltered from the northerly winds, 
either by a fence or trees at a short distance from them; 
and if the place could be selected where it was in some de- 
gree protected from the wind at each point, it would be all the 
better. The first operation is to prepare a foundation for the 
pots, in such a manner as to keep the worms, as much as pos- 
sible, from entering them. For this purpose various sub- 
stances and various methods have been recommended : most 
writers advise a layer of coal cinders to the depth of four or 
five inches, but these are not easily to be obtained in this coun- 
try, where very little sea coal is used, except in the vicinity 
of cities, and recourse must be had to other means for effect- 
ing the same object. A correspondent of Loudon's Gar» 
dener^s Magazine^ noticed in our pages, (Vol I.p. 394,) recom- 
mends excavating the earth to the depth of six inches, and filling 
the space with sand, on which the plants may be placed. We 
have found a layer of the fine siftings of anthracite coal, about 
four inches in depth, and well rolled down, to answer a good 
purpose. On such a foundation we have placed our plants for 
four or five years, and by adding a little fresh siftings on the 
surface every year, have been but slightly troubled with the 
worms. When neither of these substances can be conveniently 
had, planks, placed upon bricks, answer very well. 

The best form of ground for arranging and shading the 
plants is a parallelogram ; a frame may then . be erected, and 
by having an awning upon the same, the plants may at all times 
be protected equally from the scorching sun end the heavy 
rains; but in whatever form the bed or beds are laid out^ the 
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plants should be so arranged as to admit of their being ea- 
sily watered: they may be jplaced in circles, with the tallest 
in the centre, or in rows in the same manner, always grouping 
those together which require about equal supplies of water at 
the root and over the foliage. Camellias, rhododendrons, 
azaleas, and such hard wooded species, may be placed to- 

Eeiher; heaths, epacrises, diosmas, pimeleas, and New Hol- 
md plants generally, by themselves; cactuses, stapelias, and 
other succulent plants requiring but little water, together, and 
miscellaneous plants as they approach one another in similar 
treatment; geraniums, and most soft wooded plants requiring 
considerable sun, may be placed in most any situation where 
there is convenient room; when there is sufficient space in the 
rear of the green-house or conservatory, with a wall, fence, or 
trees to break the north wind, it will be found the best place for 
arranging the plants; where the collection consists of but few 
plants, and those principally camellias, azaleas, &c., it may 
not be deemed advisable to be to any great expense to prepare 
a place for the plants: in such cases they may stand on a pre- 
pared border, adjoining the back of the green-house, and fhad- 
ed, if the sun strikes them too powerfully, by a slight awning 
running down from the back of the back wall to the distance 
required. This will answer every purpose. 

Having given these general details, we shall offer some re- 
marks on the treatment of the plants, under the following heads: 
-—Removal of the plants from the Green-house, — Shade, — 
Water, — and Removal to the Green-house in the fall. 

Removal of the plants from the Green-house. -^By the first of 
June is as early as plants can be taken from the green-house 
with safety; some kinds will not bear removal at that period, 
but a large portion of them may be taken out, so that the re- 
mainder will have a better chance to receive the due benefit of 
a free circulation of the air around them; occasionally some 
plants do better to remain until July, but their earlier or later 
removal oftentimes depends upon the weather; we have known 
ft so cold during the first fortnight in June, as to render it high- 
ly prejudicial to remove the plants at that time; but, as a gene- 
ral rule, that may be taken as the period to commence remov- 
ing them to the open ain 

If the collection embraces a fine assortment of camellias, 
these will be the first thing to look after. If their growth com- 
menced very early, and they have fully completed it, began to 
harden their young wood, (which may be easily known by its 
turning brown,) and just show the flower buds, they may be 
removed; or those only which are thus advanced may be taken 
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oat, and the remainder suffered to remain a little longer. It 
should be a general rule, never to take camellias, out of the 
green-bouse until they show their flower buds, as they often- 
times do not perfect any if removed too early: the sudden 
transition from ihe house to the open air checking the rapid 
flow of sap to the buds, which have already begun to form. It 
is best, therefore, to take out only those which have tolerably 
prominent flower buds, and leave the remainder to be removed 
from time to time, as tbey are ready. 

Rhododendrons, azaleas, daphnes, &c. may be removed at 
any period after June 1st. They should be placed ac once where 
they can be shaded from the sun^ especially if the new growth 
is not completed. Roses may be removed immediately and 
pluiiged into the border, or reuined in pots, and placed where 
they can receive the sun part of the day. Geraniums, if yet 
in flower, may remain in the house, where they can be conve- 
niently shaded, and where (bey will be a great ornament until 
July; as soon as their blooming is over^ remove them at once 
to a half shady place, where they are to be pruned in and re- 
main until the middle of August, when they may be fully ex- 
posed to the sun. Ericas and New Holland plants may be 
taken out with the others. Pots of oxalises, ixias,Ac., which 
have done flowering, may be all removed to where they can 
be protected from heavy rains. Cactuses may also be remov- 
ed, as the open air seems to harden their shoots, and cause 
them to bloom more abundantly. With the exception of ca- 
mellias, as above noticed, nearly every plant may be taken 
from the green-house. 

Shade, — The incidental remarks which have been made 
above, relating to shade, leave us less to say on this head. 
Camellias should not be allowed to have the sun more thaa 
four or five hours in the morning, — say until ten o'clock; 
rhododendrons, azaleas, daphnes, and most evergreens, may 
be allowed the same; heaths may be allowed somewhat more^, 
though it is not best to have too much; small plants of heaths, as 
well as azaleas, do well in frames facing the north, (see p. 26;) 
cactuses may be' allowed the sun, both morning and afternoon, 
only shading them two or three hours at noon; and roses and 
geraniums may be exposed to it half of the day. Every plant 
cannot be particularized, but those which seem to possess sim- 
ilar habits to these now named should have the same treatment. 
If the plants have been arranged as has been advised, the ca- 
mellias and other evergreens may be placed on the north, and 
the others on the south i and the shade, by being fitted with 
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rollers, can be put up or down at pleasure, and at different 
hours of the day. 

Water. — To give due supplies of water, and at proper times, 
requires some judgment; in dry and parching weather, which 
often occurs, the plants will need an abundant supply, while 
in cooler and more moist weather, a small quantity will be suf- 
ficient: as a general rule, water should be given every night in 
fine weather, and at other times once in two days. Plants 
perspire rapidly, and as they generally show outward symptoms 
of aridity very quickly, those which need water may be readi- 
ly known. Camellias should be syringed three or four times a 
week, throwing the water with force all over the foliage and 
branches, to dislodge all dust and insects. Rhododendrons, 
and other hard wooded plants, will also require frequent syr- 
inging. Roses, geraniums, and other soft wooded plants, must 
be Well supplied at the roots, and occasionally a little thrown 
over the leaves. Cactuses should be watered well till they 
have completed their growth, which will be the latter part of 
August. Heaths must be carefully looked after, judiciously 
watered, and frequently syringed; when the pots are plung- 
ed, they will require less water. In September, and just be- 
fore the plants are housed, the nights bemg longer and cooler, 
with heavy dews, gradually lessen the supplies of water. Some 
plants will need repotting in the autumn; those that do, should 
be set aside and attended to in. good season, in order that the 
roots may get established before they are taken into the house. 
ImeeU. — The plants are often troubled with insects during 
aummer: the red spider, the aphides, the brown scale, the 
inealy scale, and some others infest the plants, and sometimes^ 
if not carefully looked after, increase and spread so rapidly, as 
to injure the plants very seriously; the red spider is particu- 
larly troublesome, and in hot, dry summers very numerous. 
Liberal supplies of water, by the means of a syringe, is the 
best preventive, and, if regnlarl^ given, will keep them at bay; 
the aphides cannot easily be destroyed, except by fumigation 
with tobacco. The brown scale is a dirty and nrast disagreeable 
insect; they are not so injurious as the others, but they keep the 
plants in such a slovenly state, that it should be the first object 
to get rid of them. Camellias, oranges, oleanders, and other 
hard wooded plants, are the most infested by them. The only 
sure method of destroying them is to scrape them off carefully 
with some soft pointed instrument, as the tooth of a comb, or 
a piece of wood, and wash the plants with soap suds. Camel- 
lias sometimes lose their flower buds and leaves, if the scale is 
allowed to increase and cover the shoots. These are cbe 
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principal enemies of the gardeoer or amateur^ and are readily 
destroyed if attempted id due seasoD. 

Removing the planti into the Green-AotiM. — As early as the 
first of October, and occasionally before that period, removing 
the plants to the house must be commenced. Geraniums, be* 
ing the most tender, will require to be taken care of first; oth* 
er tender plants should be also got in; cactuses, and succulents 
of all sorts, must not be neglected. Rhododendrons, camel- 
lias, &c. will bear slight frosts without injury, and fears need 
not be entertained of any damage, unless the thermometer fall 
below 30**. We have even bad them exposed at 26^, and 
could not discover that they suffered any; repeated chills, 
however, if too much prolonged^ might be injurious. Every 
plant should be examined before taken into the house; all the 
pots should be cleaned, the surface of the soil top-dressed, 
(unless lately repotted,) and the plants trimmed and neatly tied 
up where they require it. As much should be accomplished 
as possible, before the plants are taken into the green-house; 
washing, cleaning, top-dressing, &c., if neglected till that pe- 
riod, will cause much trouble and delay in the arrangement of 
the plants. The camellias will require to have their leaves 
well washed, if they have stood in a dusty situation, as nothing 
detracts so much from the beauty of the flowers, as the foiiage 
covered with dust; the pure and delicate tints of the flowers 
ere heightened, in a great degree, by the deep green glossy 
surface of the foliage. 

In the arrangement of the plants upon the stages, or on the 
back border, if there is no stage, much will depend upon the 
taste of the cultivator. The large and tall evergreen shrubs 
should occupy the back stage or border, placing the dwarfest 
nearest the walk. The front stage may be devoted to geraoi* 
urns, roses, &.C., and the front shelves to winter bulbs, such as 
oxalises, &c. The C4cti may occupy the highest and most out- 
of-the-way station to be found; the nearer the glass, the better: 
in such situations they will perfect their flower buds, and, if 
very sparingly watered, will flower abundantly. All the plants 
should be arranged, and the bouse in order, by the middle of 
November. 

When we commenced these remarks, we did not intend to 
make them so. general; but, as we have proceeded, some things 
have struck us which we have deemed worthy of record. We 
might particularize many plants, which require quite peculiar 
management, but to do so would occupy more space than we 
could well spare. We shall however, at a future time, again re- 
vert to the subject, and offer some observations on soUs, pot- 
ting, &c. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Art. I. General Nolieei. 

Packing ieed$for es^crtaiion, — A paper was read at a late meet« 
in^ of the London Horticultural Society, from Dr. Hugh Falconer, 
superintendent of the Botanical Garden of Sakarimper. dated Cash- 
meeti 1888, on bia method of packing seeds for exportation. A par- 
eel which he sent to the Society vegetated with so much success that 
the Vice-secretary was desirous of laying his method before the pub- 
lic. It is as follows: — 

*'I have been gratified to find that the Himalayan seeds, sent by 
me, succeeded so well with the Horticultural Society. 

"As the result seems to have interested you, 1 may metition the 
mode in which the collection and package Were managed. The seeds 
are collected generally on a march along an extensive tract of coun- 
try; as a general rule, the pericarps are not detached, but -the fruit 
and seed ifTitnediately packed up in paper; the closed paper packets, 
especially those contaming baccate or iuicy fruits, are daily exposed 
freely to the sun; and, to increase the beating effect of the solar rays, 
the packets are spread out on a black blanket, and kept so till the pa- 
per of the packets feels dry, a man being employed in turning them 
occasionally: the paper imbibes moisture during the night, at)d the 
process is repeated till all moisture is thoroughly dissipated. In the 
grains, which emhraee about half the seed season in the Himalayas, 
the sun is not available, and the packets are daily dried before a gen- 
tle fire, till the same effect is produced; but the result is much more 
Uncertain as regards subsequent germination. In packing up the 
iNickages for transmission to Europe, the little packets are folded ^p 
loosely in a couple of envelopes of paper; and an invariable caution 
Is given along with them, never to let the packages get into a box or 
trunk, much less into the ship's hold; but to suspend them loosely 
from an airy c<»rDer of the cabin, free from the risk of moisture and 
sprav. 

"On a march, where you move daily under canvass from place to 
place, the amount or duration of shade required for drymg seeds, or 
their fleshy coverings, is not available, or I should certainly never 
torrefy the packets in the sun; all that can be said of the method is, 
that it speeuily dries the seeds without killing them. The manage- 
ment on board ship appears to me to be every thing; loose wrappers, 
free exposure to the air in shade, and exemption from boxes, trunks, 
or the bold. 

"The exposure to the sun, with the augmented heating effect pro- 
duced by radiation on a black blanket, is perhaps interesting with re- 
ference to the conditions mentioned by you at p. 804 of your Inira^ 
dueUan to Botany j second edition: but the effect is probably merely a 
beating one, as the opacity of the'paper, and the reflecting quality of 
the light color, must prevent the luminous rays being transmitted to 
the seeds. I should certainl}^ expect a different result in the end, 
with reference to germination, if the seeds were directly exposed. 

"On one occasion, I received from England a large investment of 
garden vegetable seeds from a I^ndon seedsman. They were pack- 
ed in the thick dark brown paper which is generally used by grocen 
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find 8«e(lsmeD, and which, for the facility of foldinip, is oraally in a 
somewhat damp state. The packai^es were nailed up in a large 
wooden box, with numerous folds of this paper, and the liox then her- 
metically sealed in a tin case; it then found its way into the ship's 
bold. The damp paper, which, in the temperature of England, say 
at 50^, would have mattered little, became an important agent whea 
the ship got into the tropics; at about 80° the damp became a hot va- 
por, and, when the seeds reached me, I found them all in a semi- 
pulpy and mililewed state, in fact parboiled by the steam process; 
and, out of a X30 investment, not a seed germinated. 

H shtrll soon have the pleasure of sending you another collection, 
made on the hills to the westward, and in Cashmeer, wiiere I now 
am. 

<*I have found the Pr6ngo» pabulkria growing tti the valley." 

With reference to this communication, it was stated that by far the 
greater part of the seeds alluded to by Dr. Falconer were in a fresh 
state when they reached the Society, and presented a remarkable con- 
trast with those which usually arrive from Calcutta and elsewhere. 
There can be no doubt, that the most important precaution to ob 
serve, in conveying seeds safely through a long voyage, consists in 
exposing them freely to the air; because, if that is attended to, the 
damp, which, when m combination with a high temperature, contrib- 
utes so much towards destroying the germinating power of seeds, is 
dissipated as fast ns it is formed. It was added that, in the experi- 
ence of the Vice-Secretary, no better plan was known for sending to 
great distances most kinds of seeds, than, afler being well dried, pack- 
ing them loosely in common brown paper, and enclosing them, with- 
out pressure, in small coariie canvass bags, suspended from the sides 
of a cabin, where they could be kept dry. The Society had tried va- 
rious other mechocfs, such as packing in sugar, and in charcoal; en- 
closinir in tin cases, in bottles sealed up, &c.; and all such plans in- 
variably proved unfit for the preservation of the germinating prinei- 
Ce of seeds; especially the two. last, which had long been known to 
I a means of destroying, rather than preserving, life, although stUl 
persevered in. 

It was added, in illustration of these observations, that the most 
successful instance of introducing seeds of the deodar cedar, from In- 
dia, occurred some years since, when a plan, similar to that now re- 
commended for adoption, was adhered to. In the year 18S1, the 
Hon. T. Leslie Melville, on his return to England, brought with him 
some cones of the deodar, thrown loosely into a drawer in his cabin; 
these weYe presented to the Society by that gentleman, and were so 
fW^sh, that nearly the whole of them germinated immediately upon 
beinasown; and, in fact, furnished the principal part of the plants 
which the Society has been for some years distributing of this most 
valuatile tree. (Gard, Mag,) 

Edgingifor a Flower Garden. — For an edging, box is chiefly r^ 
commended. Box ! — not always kept in order, and in such a case a 
harbor for vermin I — the most greedy and rapacious blood-sucker of 
every thing within its reach, the exhauster of the virtues of the richest 
compost. Next come thrift, bachelor's buttons, primroses, and even 
London pride, all tending to weeds, and all growing out of line: to 
avoid this, flower beds are often edged with board, which soon falls 
to decay. The best and most permanent edging I have ever met 
with is slate, set lengthways, three inches under, and three inches 
ov«r the level of the alley or walk, the edges of the beds filled io tlw 
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interior to the fall height of the slate. I know an edgin^r of this de- 
scription made sixteen years ago, which is still iii the highest fierfec- 
fion; at first, the outside of the slate was painted areen, which gave a 
great neatness to the garden; soon after, an eu|ring of gentianella 
was planted at the inside of the slate and close to it, which came into 
great beauty, and hung over the outside, forming an edging at top of 
three or four inches wide, requiring very little attention, and decorat- 
ing the eilges of the beds with a profusion of its large, rich, and grace- 
ful blue flowers, which, when lined by a single row of yellow crocus, 
usher in the spring in the most vivid colors. A chief perfection of 
this edging is, that it is permanent. (Hort Jour.) 



Art. II. Foreign Notiee$, 
FRANCE. 



HortieuUure in France. — The great annual Flower Show of the 
French Society of Horticulture took place Inst September, but the 
official accounts were not, until lately, published in the French iour- 
nalR, from which we find a translation in n late number of the Horti- 
euUural Journal^ which has recently reached uf*. Addresses of some 
length were delivered, on the occasion, by the President the Viromte 
H^ricart de Thury, and M. Soulange Bodrn, the Secretary. These 
addresses ffive much information relative to the present state of gar- 
dening in France. Believing some extracts from these addresses may 
be intere!4ting to our readers, we quote the following. 

The President thus commenced his address :*- 

" Ladies and Gentlemen, a court without the presence of the fair 
■ex would be a year without spring, or a spring without roses, ac- 
cording to the saying of Francis the First, of gallant memory, who 
thus expressed himself when he organized the establishment of the 

Joung queen, Claude of France, and appointed, as her ladies of 
onor, the' youngest and handsomest Women in the kingdom. Such, 
notwithsta tiding our flowers, would be our meetings, without the 
presence of such blooming faces as those I see before me. We have 
met to bear an account of the progress of horticulture during the 
past vear. The secretary will lay before you a risumi of the whole, 
and 1 will merely occupy your time for a brief period, whiUt 1 speak 
a few words on the state of the science in the present day. I call 
horticulture a science, for it is no longer the simple art of the gar- 
dener, employed to cultivate the flower-bed or the kitchen-garden; it 
is an inviting science, and immense in its detaili^, for it comprehends 
the art of cultivating not less than nine di.^tinct kinds of horticultural 
ground,— 1st, the plain kitchen-garden; 9d, the fruit garden or or- 
chard; dd, the mixed garden, embracing the other two; 4fh, the 
flower irarden, with its hot-houses and conservatories; 5th, the flow- 
er garden, united with the fruit garden; 6th, the Imtanical garden, 
with its nurseries, and its schools' for using plants in arts and manu- 
factures; 7th, the pharmaceutic garden, with the application of plants 
to medicine; 8th, the extended pleasure ground, whether private or 
public; and 9th, the landscape garden, whether natural^ or romantio, 
or English, or Chinese. 
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" It is not my intentioti to enter into the detni] of each of theio 
seTenil gardens. I will confine myself to fixing) for a moment, your 
Attention on fHCts well known, hut highly important, relative to, Ist, 
Kitchen gardens) 3d, Fruit gardens; and, 8d, Flower gardens. 

**0r these the first mentioned is the most simple, being consecrated 
to the cultivation of plants used for food. Yet, simple as it'is, it is 
that which requires the grenteivt attention ami the most unremitting 
care. To lose the least possible ground, and to consecrate to each 
plant the portion most favorable to its growth, would appear to be all 
that is required for perfect success — and when the ground is good, 
and the position is favorable, nature demands but little more. But 
to produce without ce$sation a succession of plants from the same 
ground — to obtain some before their natural tune, and others nfter — 
to supply day by day the wants of a large city, — will be found to re- 
i|ulre extensive knowledge, great experience, and the most untiring 
industry. For large towns tne profession of the market gardener is 
one of the greatest importance, for on him are thousands dependant 
for a portion of their dail^ food. This profession then calls loudly 
for the protection of the hiifhest powers m the state; and I may he 
allowed to say, that the authorities scarcely seem to be aware of the 
importance of this profession. To give you an idea of the labors of 
this ever active class of men, I need only mention that more than one 
hundred thousand acres of land produce, one with another, more 
than three thousand francs (£120) of produce each year, and that 
this quantity of land gives the means or existence to more than one 
hundred thousand families, each containing, on an average, five per* 
■ons* I'his calculation will convince you of the extreme importance 
of this class of the community. Still they are too little known, and 
when the world consumes the produce of the kitchen garden, they 
little think that it has proceeded from a never ceasing labor, and from 
exertions which must not relax by night or by day. Yet for agee 
have certain families in the neighborhood of Paris devoted themselves 
to the orcupstion I have just described. Amongst them is the name 
of Boudier, to whom has been awarded the first prize. With him 
you will also find associated the names of Vilmorin, our grand master 
in horticulture, Jacques of Neuilly-du-Roi, Leblaus, Bossin, Loisel, 
ToUard, Glorian, Gontier, Devillers, Cbavart, &c. &c., all of whom 
have exhibited the finest specimens of vegetables. Nor must I omit 
the Abbe Voisin, the worthy superior of Foreign Missions, to whom 
we owe the collection of all the vegetables and plants growing in 
China; many of which, owing to his exertions, are now naturalized 
in France. 

"The fruit garden interests scarcely a smaller number than that of 
which I have just spoken. '1 he consumption of fruits is enormous 
in Paris. I do not mean forced or early fruits, but such as are within 
the reach of every one. I can state, that the value of fruit consum- 
ed in Paris amounts to several millions of francs a yeaV, though I 
cannot name the exact sum; yet not less than twenty thousand fumi* 
lies, or one hundred thousand persons, exist by the cultivation of 
fruit trees intended to supply Paris alone. How great must be the 
number of persons living by the same cultivation over the rest of 
France! The knowledge reauired for a proper culture of the fruit 
garden must be extensive ana profound. The first step is, to study 
the nature of the soil, in order not to plant all trees indiscriminately, 
but to give to each spot the tree which will thrive there best. Great 
diicoveries and improvemenu have taken place, within the last few 
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years, with respect to fruit trees. The gardens of Versailles, Mon- 
treuil, Fromoot, Yaux, Surenes, Celle, GlisoUes, Esmery, &c. &.C., 
are so many schools where numerous pupils have been instructed, who 
now devote themselves to this branch of the science with the utmost 
success. Were I to name all those in France who are famed for 
their zeal and knowledge as friiit producers, my time wouM extend 
too far. I may, however, speak of those known to all Paris, and 
quote the names of Lefebvre of Montreuil-aux-Pdches, Jamain, Sa- 
geret, Rendu, Duvillers, Bnrbot, Tollard, Bossin, and Yilmorin, all 
remarkable for their knowledge in horticulture. 

''I arrive, at last, to the flower gardens, — the most admired of all — 
the seat of the graces, of pleasure and delight. Flowers, at present, 
are an absolute necessity. The child plays with them, the young 
girl crowns her fair brow with them, and age finds an indescribable 
charm in cultivating them. Run through our flower markets: from 
mom till evening see all ages come to choose, according to their state 
of life, such flowers as their means will allow them to indulge in. 
More than two hundred florists in Paris, or its immediate neighbor* 
hood, supply the wants of the inhabitants. It is particularly on the 
occasion of some great f^te, such as that of the Virgin, of St. Louis, 
of St. John, or St. Peter, that the activity of our gardeners is worthy 
of admiration. At the last fdte of the Virgin I can state, positively, 
thai fnore than fifty thousand francs^ worth (£2000) oj flower* were 
iold in Paris. *It is for our subsistence,' said an old gardener, 'that 
the kind Virgin sends us the flowers we have cultivated to do her 
honor.' Yet, notwithstanding this absolute luxury of flowers, it is to 
be lamented that our flower sellers have no place assigned them 
which can keep out the weather. They are obliged to attend to their 
traffic, exposed to all the seasons as they come round. Who does not 
recollect the f&te of the Virgin some years back, which was interrupt- 
ed by one of the most terrible storms of the vear? Down came the 
rain, and a scene of disaster disfigured the place, which, a few min- 
utes before, was so richly ornamented by flowers. The hopes of 
many a florist were destroyed, and property to a vast amount was 
lost forever. Yet, up to the present time, a covered market is asked 
for in vain, and another unexpected storm may again destroy a bril- 
liant collection of flowers." 

The secretary then read his report, which was of great length, and 
most ably drawn up. AAer rapidly referring to the various plants in 
the exhibition, he proceeded to touch on those which had made a 
considerable progress since the year before. He first referred to the 
mulberry trees, which M. Perrotet had, some years back, brought from 
China, They had been very extensively cultivated, but not in the 
same degree as it was hoped another variety was likely to be, the 
buds of which M. Hebert had brought from the northern provinces of 
China, where it grows naturally in the open air. These had been put 
down at the experimental farm of Bergerien, and gave every pros- 
pect of complete success. The Minister of Agriculture had commit- 
ted these precious objects to the care of M. Camilla Beau vats, which 
was a guarantee that care and intelligence would be used in their 
culture. 

The same Minister had commissioned M. Guillemin to proceed to 
Brazil, to study the culture and preparation of tea, and to t>ring back 
a certain number of plants to France. His mission had completely 
succeeded. He visited all the farms in the provinces of Rio Janeiro 
and St. Paul, where tea was cultivated. He found some veiy fine 
VOL. VI. — NO. V. 29 
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pieces of cuUivation in St. Paul, where tea is so extensively cultivate 
ed, as to sufiice for all the wants of the Brazilian empire, if the price 
of labor was not so exceedingly elevated, as to make the tea dearer 
than that from China. M. Guillemin not only studied all proceedings 
with respect to its culture and fabrication, but made himself also ao* 
qoaintedf with the questions which have an influence on the return of 
proiluce. He feels satisfied thot, with free labor and the improve- 
ments in machinery of the present day, tea may be manufactured ia 
France at one third of the price that it costs in Brazil. Unfortunate^* 
ly a f^reat number of the plants which he brought with him perished 
on the passage. A sufficient number were preserved, which have 
been placed in the Jardin des Plants. To the qualities which render 
tea wholesome and digestive, it adds another — that of preserving the 
laboring classes from the ill effects of certain employments, as was 
observed by the Abbd Yoisin in the rice plantations of China. M. 
Guillemin has also brousrht back eighty-nine varieties of rare plants, 
which are placed in the king's garden, as well as a fine collection of 
orchidaceous plants, gathered on a Sierra of the Cordillera moun- 
tains. The secretary then lamented the premature deaths of two 
learned botanists in foreign countries. One was Dr. Busseuil, sur- 
geon in the French marine, who, after having visited China in the in- 
terests of science, w<is carried off by a fever at Goree. The other 
was Dr. Betoro, of Piedmont, who, after having explored the Antil- 
les, and a great part of South America, had been shipwrecked on his 
way to Otaheite, and lost. The secretary, also, had to deplore the 
death of the English traveller, Douglas, who, in his career, had en- 
riched horticulture with so many vegetables. He perished miserably 
in the Sandwich Islands, whilst collecting the natural flowers of the 
country. He suddenly fell into one of the covered pits made for 
catching wild beasts. He was literally trampled to pieces by the an- 
imal which was in the trap at the time. The secretary then alluded 
to the improved practices introduced, or more generally practised, 
since their last annual meeting. Artificial fecundation had become a 
great source of profit to the florists. Hybridism had diffused an ex- 
traordinary variety; camellias, rhododendrons, azaleas, and dahlias* 
had been exceedingly extended; and with respect to roses, the varie- 
ties seemed endlesss. The secretary then alluded to the different 
horticultural societies throughout the kingdom, which had increased 
in importance during the year. He also spoke in complimentary 
terms of the great houses, which had gained a name by their success 
in horticultural pursuits, and alluded to particular objects to which 
certain cultivators had particularly devoted themselves. Thus Yi- 
comte Debonnaire de Gif had used glass coverings to increase the 
size and flavor of artichokes, and Dr.5lerathad employed coverings of 
black canvass for the same purpose. The Compte de Lasteyrie had 
communicated the means or preserving stone fruit; and M. Loiseleur 
Deslongchamps a mode of preserving any sort in an ice-house. M. 
Lefebvre had discovered a late peach, which ripens in October orNo- 
yeml)er. It was, on the contrary, to the early ripeninff of fruits, that 
M. Chalon had directed his labors. He was able to nasten grapes, 

S rowing on trellises, by means of semi-circular tiles painted black. 
I. Jacquim had improved, in a high degree, on chicory, cultivated 
in gardens; and M. Vilmorin had pursued a series of experiments on 
carrots, taken from the wild state, and had produced a marked im- 
provement. 
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The secretary then alluded to the great proffress which dahlias had 
made since the year before, and mentioned that there was some in- 
tention of holding special shows for that flower. He then launched 
forth into an eloquent eulogium on the science of horticulture. He, 
at considerable length, expatiated on its importance, and then sketch- 
ed its rise and progress down to the present day. Amongst other 
matters, he alluded to the singular group of oak trees in the sands of 
Gondreville, known by the name of The fourteen l/rethren of the <fe«- 
ert of Tour-de^Grain. These were originally fourteen, but are now 
reduced to eleven. Thirteen of them, about two hundred years ago^ 
took their root around, and one in the centre, of an old stock, aged at 
least one thousand years, ffrowing on a tomb. The old tree was 
contemporary with Louis le Debonnaire, or perhaps with Charle- 
magne. It witnessed, successively, the disturbances of the Truands 
— the amours of Francis the First with the Duchess d'Etampes — the 
meeting of the army of this prince with that of Charles V., separated 
soon after by the peace of Crepy (1544)^more than once struck with 
lightning — it had also to endure the anger of Cardinal Richelieu, who 
associated it in his vengeance with the revolters who met under its 
peaceful shade. Louis XHI. caused it to be cut down, and yet it 
witnessed, in 1653, the meeting of those parties which divided the 
Court under Cardinal Mazarin, and the aispersion of the army by 
Turenne. The present group, which is now so much admired, was 
the favorite huntmg rendezvous of the Duke of Orleans, the father of 
the present king. The secretary concluded by speaking favorably of 
some of the periodical works of horticulture, published in France, 
and by wishing every prosperity to the science. {Hort. Jour.) 



Art. in. Domestic Notices, 

EehinocdetuM Eurihiu^On Saturday, April 25th, I noticed this 
beautiful plant in newer at the green-house of Mr. Francis Putnam. 
Several of the plants have flowered in the neighborhood of Boston 
and New York, during the few previous seasons past; but this is the 
first time it has flowered in this vicinity. 

The following is the memoranda of the progress of this plant from 
the time the buds became visible. About the first of Marcn there ap- 
peared nearly on the top of the stem three woolly protuberances, 
which were considered to be buds; at first they made very slow pro- 
gress, but, during the few days previous to flowering, their growth 
was very rapid. The flowers began to unfold on Friday afternoon, 
(April 34th,) about 5 o'clock, and was fully expanded at nine in the 
evening. It continued so until late in the afternoon of the next day, 
when they gradually closed. There are two or three more woolly 
protuberances on the same plants, which are probably flower buds. 

The flower measured about nine inches from the base of the tube 
to the tip of the petals. The tube is funnel shaped, of a greyish green 
color, covered at short distances with tufls of blackish hairs. The 
petals are very numerous, about forty in number, lanceolate, acumi- 
nate, and of the most spotless and delicate white. The stamens are 
exceedingly numerous, anthers of a pale straw color. It exhales one 
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of the most rich and delicious odors in the vegetable world, partaking 
of the fragrance of the orange flower, which many think it even sur* 
passes. — F., Salem, ^April, Iii40. 

Cheat Product from one quarter of an acre of ground. — Sir, from 
one quarter of an acre I grew, (the summer of 18S0,) 
18,350 Plants of green and brown 177 summer Squa8hes,8 varieties. 



Kale, Cauliflower, Brocoli, ear- 
ly York, Savoy, Drumhead, 
Thousand-headed, and red 
Cabbage. 

4 varieties Tomatoes. 

10,000 rose and white solid Cel- 
ery /)/an/». 

400 purple and white Egg plants, 

1,000 heads Lettuce, four varie- 
ties. 

600 do. Endive, ten varieties. 

5 sowings of Cress. 

5 bushels Spinach, three varie- 
ties. 

1000 Radishes. 

1 bushel Kale Sprouts. 

161 bushels green Peas, three 
varieties. 

8 bushels broad Windsor Beans, 
in pod. 

3 do. String Beans. 

151 bushels Lima Beans. 

41 bushels Potatoes, six varie- 
ties. 

3 do. sweet Potatoe. 
S.i do. Beets. 

il do Carrots. 

4 do. Parsnip. 
i do. Skirret. 

i do. Scorzonera. 
131 do. Turnips, three varieties. 
1 do. Ruta Baga Turnip. 
S3i bushels of ripe Tomatoes. 
7 bushels green Tomatoes. 



30 winter Squashes, 5 varieties. 

6 Citron Melons. 

26 Water Melons. 

73 Musk Melons* 

225 Cucumbers forjpickle, from 

one vine. 
50 large Cucumbers. 
100 wild Gherkins. 
2 quarts Nasturtium. 
i bushel Peaches. 
150 Okra Pods. 
416 heads Cabbage Kale. 
55 heads Cauliflower and Bro- 
coli. 
455 purple Eggs. 
6 white do. 
1 ouart scarlet and white ronoer 

Beans. 
10 hills Globe and Cardoon Arti* 

choke. 
50 mock orange Pears. 
13 quarts seed. Peas. 
21 quarts Lima Beans for seed. 
32 ounces Egg Plant seed. 
74 lbs Tomato seed. 
4 ounces Celery seed. 
16 ounces sundry seeds — Sage, 
Savoy, sweet Marjoram, 
Thyme, Parsley, Bene Plant, 
&c. &.C. 
18 varieties of Dahlias. 
70 do. of Flowers 
2000 heads Celery— about 1500 
of them fine large heads. 



650 ears Corn, ^ye varieties. 

I had a man to work only one vfeek—l did all the rest myself. I 
was in my garden at day -light, worked till eight, nine or ten, thea 
dressed and voalked to Wall Street, about two miles, then home at 
two to four, and worked till eight in the evening, then into a warm 
bath, and read my evening papers in bed. 

This was my second year of gardening for more than twenty yem! 
Should any of your horticultural friends doubt my statement, 1 will 
explain to them how I obtained such a quantity from so small apiece 
of ground. — Yours, very respectfully , L. Vaughan, WiUiamsbwrgh^ 
N. F., May, 1840. 

[We shall be glad to receive from our correspondent the method in 
which he was enabled to reap such an abundant crop from so small 
a space of ground. Many persons imagine that half an acre 
will not produce sufScient to pay for manuring and cultivating the 
land. We hope, however, that the above statement of Mr. Vattghan 
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will convince those nvho entertain such an opinicn^ that they are 
mistaken. — Ed.] 

Rlbe$ sanguineum, the crimson flowering currant, and WisU^r'in, 
CoTisequiinRj the Chinese Wistaria, are decidedly the two finest hardy 
)dant8 which have been introduced of late years. The former stood 
the past winter well (though the thermometer indicated six below 
zero of Fahrenheit,) and has been in bloom for the last three weeks. 
The Chinese Wistaria seems perfectly hardy, and is truly one of the 
loveliest of climbiug plants. A specimen trained on the front of the 
foreman's house here, coveriufr about one hundred square feet, is 
now loaded with pendulous clusters of its delicate purplish lilac blos- 
soms, some of them a foot in length. From the facility with which 
we propagate this climber now, and its great beauty, we hope 
soon to see it training round the porch and over the trellis of every 
cottage. — Jl. J. Dovmmg, Botanic Garden and Nurseries, Nevh' 
hurgh, N. y., nth Mm/, 1840. 

BuisVs « American Flower Garden Directory, "^It gives us much 
pleasure to meet with a work on horticulture like the present. 
While it contains ample directions for conducting the operations of 
the flower garden and green-house shrubbery throughout the whole 
year, it at the same time furnishes descriptive lists of the finest spe- 
cies and varieties of plants calculated to ornament the flower garden 
in all its departments, — lists down to the present time, and comprising, 
as for example, in the selection of roses, only the very finest anil 
most superb sorts, and rejecting every thing inferior, though often 
heretofore praised and sold under high sounding names. Air. Buist, 
(unlike some of our gardening authors,) has given directions suited 
to our Jlmeriean climate, not borrowed from European works. In 
short, he has told us what he has seen and practised, not what is the 
current theory. In his description of plants he has the indepen- 
dence (unfortunately rare among nurserymen,) to say at once what is 
second rate, or unworthy of cultivation, or to expose an old plant sell- 
ing under some new title. This volume (we refer to the last edition, 
1839,) is, on the whole, the most original one on American horti- 
culture that has yet been published, and we are therefore gratified to 
see it obtaining so extensive a circulation. — Jl. J. Downing. 

Production of Silk in Georgia. — The mulberry business is quite 
still now ; several gentlemen, however, are going ahead with the silk 
business, extending their plantations of trees and building cocooneries^ 
intending to feed this season a million of worms, or more. I design, 
myself, to feed some, but probably not over one hundred thousand. 
The leaves are out now, the second time after having once been cut 
off by the frost, as large as a dollar. The season has been alto- 
l^ether an extraordinary one. I have kept a calendar of Flora, and, 
if you think it worth the notice, will send a synopsis of it Tor your 
Magazine.-- JM. J3. fV., Athens, Ga., Aj^ril, 1840. [We shall be 
very glad to receive our correspondent's favors. — Ed.] 

Precocity of vegetation — March 5ih, P6a annua in blossom on a 
sunny bank; March 9th, C6rylus americkna. Cooler weather suc- 
ceeding, the present state of the season is not very advanced. Six- 
teen species of shrubs and of flowers have occurred in my notice, 
in flower at this date, (April 22d,) in the vicinity oi— Chelmsford. 

Keeping detached beds of male and female Strawberry Plants. — 
I am endeavoring to keep detached lots of male and female plants of 
strawberries, so as to fill orders with a suitable number of each, as 
the males produce no fruit, and consequently grow much stronger 
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than the females, and overrun the bedg, rendering them unprodac- 
tive: this I think may be prevented by planting one male only, to 
fifteen or twenty females, and by having the former labelled, the 
runners could be kept shortened, thereby giving the female plants the 
ascendancy in growth. — Your$,R. Sinclair, Sen. Claremont Nursery , 
near Baltimore, May, 1840. 

Mr. Sinclair's plan is an exceedingly good one, and we would re- 
commend other nurserymen t6 adopt it. We know that the Down- 
ton and some other varieties are often thrown away from the barren- 
ness of the vines, the male plants overruning the beds, and, by their 
excess of vigor, rooting /}ut all the female plants, and many cultiva- 
tors know not to what cause to attribute their unproductiveness. 
But by purchasing the two sexes separate, and plantmg in the pro- 
portions and following the directions above named, there need be no 
fear of their producing an abundant crop. — Ed. 

Premium for the destruction of the rose slu^. — At a late stated 
meeting of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, it was voted, 
that a premium of twenty dollars be awarded to the person who shall 
discover the most speedy and efiectual mode of destroying the slug 
which infests rose bushes, destroying the entire foliage of the plants. 
The Society were prompted to this step by the liberality of T. Lee, 
Esq., a gentleman who has done much to advance floriculture, who 
contributed one half of the amount of the above premium. We hope 
that experiments will be made, and, if possible, some effectual meth- 
od discovered, by which these pestiferous insects can be prevented 
from completely destroying the beauty of one of the greatest orna- 
mental shrubs of the garden; unless they can be got rid of, it will be 
almost useless to attempt the cultivation of fine collections of roses. 
We invite the attention of amateurs and others to the subject, and 
hope they will be induced to institute experiments, some one of 
which may prove effectual. — Ed.f^ 

Gardening in Louisville, Ky. — I commenced a garden in this city, 
for the sale of plants, flowers, &c., four years since. There seems 
to be a growing taste here for ornamental gardening, though there 
has, at yet, but little been done. I have a great variety of plants in 
my collection, embracing many of the most choice sorts, both hardy 
and exotic. There are four or five green-houses in this city, in a 
small way, but they are improving. There are a large number of 
beautiful indigenous trees in this State; among others, the Magn61us 
trip^tala, macrophylla, acuminata and cnrdkta; and the Gymn6cla- 
dus canadensis. — E, IVihon, Louisville, Ky,, April, 1840. 

Double variety of the Vibsa rubifblia. — There is a fine double varie- 
ty of the jR6.sa rulMt'6lia, a native of this State. It is called the Ken- 
tucky multiflora here: it fully equals the celebrated Greville rose in 
appearance, and the plant is superior, both as respects its vigor and 
hardiness.^ic?. 

IpomSpsis Uegans. — One of the finest biennial plants which we 
possess IS the Ipomdpsis 61egans. We have it in cultivation in abun- 
dance. — Id. 

Premiums offered by the Middlesex Horticultural Society, for 
1840. — In our last volume, (V., p. 467,) we published the list of pre- 
miums ofiered by this new society, for the year 1840. We would 
again remind our friends, especially those who reside in Middle- 
sex county, of the exhibitions which are to take place, and the liberal 
Eremiums to be distributed to those who are successful competitors, 
^id our limits allow, we would republish the list, in order that it 
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might be the means of drawing attention to the subject; but we have 
no space to do so. Among the flowers, roses receive liberal en- 
couragement, there being two prizes, one of four dollars, and one of 
three dollars. The show for them and pinks will probably take 
place about the 27th of this month. — Ed, 

Mr. Walker^s Tulip -SAoio.— The annual exhibition of Mr. Walk- 
er's superb collection of tulips took place at the Public Garden, in 
Boston, on May the 17th, and was to be continued until the SOth of the 
month. The weather, during the first week, was cold, with raw 
easterly winds and rain, which prevented a full attendance of vis- 
itors. The second week was delightful, and the exhibition was 
crowded up to the time we last saw it. 

The show, this season, was much more splendid than the last; 
many new and very fine sorts have been added to the collection, and 
the whole number of bulbs planted out this year exceeds thlree thou- 
sand. The bed is one hundred feet long, and four wide. 

We made some mention of the arrangement which Mr. Walker 
had made with the proprietors, for the planting out of the bulbs in the 
fall, (Vol. V. p. 447.) We are glad to learn from Mr. Walker that, 
so fur, the experiment may be considered successful, and that the 
patronage is sufficient to warrant the planting of the bulbs in the 
same situation the coming fall. 

The bulbs looked exceedingly well grown, and the colors very even : 
some of the Bybloemens were extremely fine. The best kinds are 
still those which we have before noticed, (V. p. 218.) 

We cannot help repeating our conviction, that the establishment of 
Mr, Walker's tulip show, where it can be so readily seen by stran- 
gers, will tend more to create a taste for the tulip than any other 
means which could be devised. A gorgeous array of such brilliant 
colors as greeted the eye, could not fail to create a sensation, in the 
beholder, which few other plants are capable of producing. Almost 
every one possesses a latent love for plants j but some such uncom- 
mon display is of\en needed, to rouse it into action. We well 
remember when the inspection of a small tulip bed revived anew the 
feelings with which we culled the modest snow-drop, that harbinger 
of spring, in our youth, and our flrst object was to possess a bed as 
brilliant as that which so riveted our attention. Lover as we are of 
the tulip, we could wish that there were many more amateur collec- 
tions or this gorgeous flower to be found in oui vicinity. 

Mr. Walker's display of pansies, at his garden in Roxburv, has 
been equally as extensive and beautiful as hi| exhibition of tulips in 
the city. He has shown, the present season, some of the very finest 
specimens we have ever seen. He carried ofifthe prize at the late show 
at the Massachusetts Horticultural Society's Rooms, and one of his 
seedling flowers possesses surpassing qualities. We trust he will name 
them, and increase them so as to supply amateurs, who are desirous 
of possessing a few superior kinds, with plants. Mr. Walker's whole 
collection comprises some three thousand plants. — Ed, 

Echinocdctus Ey nh'ii is now flowering in our collection. The 
plant has now upon it ten fine buds, which will expand in the course 
of the next fortnight. — Ed, 

The Geraniums at the Conservatory are now in full bloom ; several 
of Mr. Donald's seedlings are very beautiful; we intend, in a future 
number, to describe all the best. — Ed, 

WisthritL Consequ^tiK, at Mr. Cushing's, is now throwing out a sec- 
ond crop of its beautiful pale blush lilac, odoriferous blossoms* At the 
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nursery of W. Kenrick, Newtoo, a large plant is in full flower, in tlia 
open air, where it has stood Out four or five years. — Ed. 



Art. IV. Hetro^eclive Criticism. 

Errata. — In our last, at p. 186, six lines from the bottom, for "Ice- 
land Moss," read "Dwarf stone crop,"— an error which escaped 
our attention, until too late for correction. 

The large Camellia, in the collection of the late M. Noisette, 
Charleston, 8. C — Sir,-— In the April No. 1839, of your very useful 
and instructive Magazine, I find a camellia of <;igantic size described. 
You seem to think this may be the plant alluded to by me in Vol. 7 
of Loudon^s Oardener^s Magazine, then the property of my friend, 
the late M. Noisette. Whether you are correct in your inference or 
not, I am not able to say, not having learned who became the pos* 
sessor of the grounds of that gentleman after his decease; but I am 
under the impression M. Noisette's camellia was killed by the unu- 
aually severe frost which visited that country in the month of Febru- 
ary, 1835. I know, from authentic information, that a great number 
of M- Noisette's most valuable plants suffered at that period; and, if 
my memory is correct, the splendid specimen of the camellia was 
among the number of losses, a circumstance deeply to be deplored. 
The result of those losses was fatal to poor Noisette; he allowed the 
loss of his magnificent specimens to prey so much on his mind, that it 
ultimately put a period to bis existence, by his own rnRhness, when 
in a state of delirium. M. Noisette was a good practical botanist, 
intimately acquainted with the botanical treasures of the south, as 
well as with those of other climes, he and his brother, the celebrated 
nurseryman at Paris, having been specially employed by Bonaparte 
to accompany his army in the Egyptian and other expeditions, to ex- 
amine and collect the various plants which came under their notice— 
a convincing proof that he, Bonaparte, did not allow the conflicts and 
turmoils of war to absorb his attention in toto. 

In your editorial remarks, respecting the camellia in Col. Lucas's 
garden, you say, "If the double and fine varieties of the camellia 
should prove as hardy ^s the single, and can be as successfully culti- 
vated, they must add greatly to the splendor of the flower garden." 
It is with great pleasure I am able to inform you, I have repeatedly 
seen the double varieties growing in the southern states, with a de- 
gree of vigor, and showing a profusion of blossom which rendered 
them a perfect picture. In the gardens of the late Lewis Le Conte, 
Esq., near Riceboro', Ga., I saw some fine specimens of the double 
white, double striped, &c. &.C., which had been grown from small 
plants in the open air, the former about eight feet high, and eighteen 
or twenty feet in circumference; these plants presented a perfect pic- 
ture of symmetry, and were, I well recollect, one mass of blossom on 
the 1st of January, 1835. During the severe frost above alluded to, 
I was on a visit to this gentleman's place; the mercury stood at 6* 
above zero at sun-rise, but on the evening previous some blanket* 
had been thrown over the principal part of the camellias, and only a 
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few leaves suffered, and th^t in a verv trifling degree. It would, I 
imagine, be highly gratifying to several of your readers to learn the 
size of tbo8e plants at tliis period, for in the rapid vegetation of the 
south five years makes a vast difference in a flourishing tree. Prob- 
ably your correspondent, Augustus S. Oemler, Esq., Savannah, would 
oblige your readers with the desired information. I know Mr. Oem- 
ler to be a gentl^eman ever alive to every subject connected with bot- 
any or floriculture, and it is to be regretted his name is not more fre- 
quently found in the periodicals of the day. 

While on subjects connected with the south, I may mention the 
jyaucitv of well cultivated gardens is a circumstance truly lamenta- 
ole. With a climate so peculiarly favorable for many genera and 
speeies, what a display might be effected by a judicious selection and 
proper culture. I will instance the natural order •^moryl/tdkcecB,— a 
group of plants so lovely, that even angels might admire. This splen- 
did family presents to the view a singular uniformity of foliage, while 
their corollas vary into almost every susceptible tint of shade, and 
their fragrance will vie with the most odoriferous of our garden fa- 
vorites. The garden of my valued friend, the late Lewis Le Conte, 
Esq., presented a convincing proof how peculiarly thejr were adapt- 
ed for southern gardens. The bulbs attain an astonishing size, with 
a corresponding magnitude in the size and number of their blossoms. 
I have seen from six to ten oflsets, taken from an Amaryllu John- 
sdnu, each offset measuring from flfleen to twenty inches in circum- 
ference. In 1832, while in London, I purchased every desirable spe- 
cies and variety of the Amaryllt>, Pancratium, Crinum, &c. &c. for the 
late Thomas Young, Esq., Savannah, who breathed his last as the 
magnificent collection was within a few hundred yards of their desti- 
nation. In this gentleman, botany and floriculture lost a fervent 
patron, who used every effort to promote the interests of gardening, 
l)oth by precept and example. Had he lived until now, what a splen- 
did display those bulbs would have made: but after his lamented 
death, his gardens, with their unrivalled riches, were allowed to run 
into luxuriant wildness. 

At some future time, should you desire it, I may resume this sub- 
ject, with some remarks on southern plants, which really merit the 
attention of every worshipper of Flora. — Sir^ I am, very retpectfuUyf 
Yours, 4*e., Alexander Gordon, BrookUne, May A, 1840. 



Art. V. J)ia$$achu8eH$ Horticultural Society. 

Saturday, April 25, 1840. — A stated meeting was held this day« 
T. Lee, Esq., proposed to the Society the importance of awarding 
a small premium for the purpose of inducing cultivators to discover 
some eflrectual method of destroying the rose slug, which infests the 
rose bush. He accompanied his proposal with an offer to contribute 
ten dollars for that object. The Society, viewing the matter as one 
of much consequence, voted to add an equal amount, making the 
whole premium twenty dollars, — a liberal amount, and which, we 
trust, will excite cultivators to detect some safe remedy, by which 
the plants may be guarded from the voracious ravages of the slug. 
VOL. VI. — NO. VI. 30 
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The Committee on Ve/B^etables reported that they had prepared a 
Ibt of premiums for 1840, which is as follows:— 

AsPARAOVs—For the earliest and best four bunches . • $8 00 

Beans — For Large Lima, best two quarts, shelled . .3 00 

For Early Dwarf, best two quarts, shelled . . • 2 00 

Brocoli — For the best four heads . , . . ,. . S 00 

Beets — For the best twelve roots 5 00 

Cabbages— For the best six heads 3 00 

Carrots— For the best twelve roots 2 00 

Cauliflowers— For the best four heads . , . . 8 00 
Celert — For the best six roots in the season . . . 2 QO 

Cork — For boiling, earliest and best 2 00 

Cucithbees— For the best three pair before the first Satur- 
day in June 4 00 

Lettuce — For the finest six heads in season • . • 2 00 
Peas — For the best specimen, of half a bushel, before the 

second Saturday in July 4 00 

Potatoes — For the earliest and best peck . . . • 2 00 

Rhubarb — For the best dozen spears S 00 

SfiUASHES — B^or summer, the earliest and best dozen . • 2 00 

For winter, best for the season 3 00 

Tomatoes— For the best and earliest dozen . . . 2 00 

£6G Plants — For the best specimen 2 00 

Brussels Sprout^ — For the best specimen . . . 2 00 
At a meeting previous to the present, the Society voted to give the 
fiower, fruit, and vegetable committees the sum of three hundred 
dollars, for premiums for the year 1840, to he divided among the re- 
spective committees as follows: Flower Committee, $125, — Fruit 
Committee, $125, — Vegetable Committee^ $50: the amount for the 
Flower Committee should have been at least $200. The Committee, 
we hope, through its chairman, will, at some future meeting, ask for 
an additional amount, equal to that sum. 

May 2d. — Exhibited, A variety of cut flowers from T. Lee, Eso. 
May 9th. — Exhibited. A fine collection of hyacinths from Joseph 
Breck & Co.; cut flowers from T. Lee, Esq. 

May IQth. — Exhibited. A fine collection of hyacinths, comprising 
several varieties, from Joseph Breck & Co. 

The Committee on Flowers held an adjourned meeting this day, 
for the purpose of preparing a list of premiums for the year 1840. 
The business of the Committee not being completed, the meeting was 
adjourned for one week. (May 23d,) at which time the first show for 
the season will take place, and the prizes awarded for geraniums, 
pansies and tulips. 

May ^3d. — Exhibited. Flowers: FromT. Lee, Esq., elegant speci- 
mens of the white Noisette Bourbon rose,with upwards of twenty flow- 
ers expanded; C14rkia pulchdlla, and pulch^lla &Iba, GBnolh^ra Lind- 
leydna, Leptosiphon densifl6rus, Jlfalope tri6da vnr. grandifldra, and 

firandifl^ra 41ba,Eut6ca vi6oida(benutirul,)Phl6x Drumm6ndu,Kaul- 
iiasia amelloides, Scabidsa grandifldra, and Chrys&nthemiim tricolor; 
all grown in pots in the green-house; also, Russ^l/ajuncea, Rh^xta 
virgmica (a fine specimen,) a white dahlia, a handsome yellow species 
of broom, very fragrant, the yellow Noisette rose, and C^mp&nula 
rapunculoides. From W. Kenrick, bouquets and a superb specimen 
of the Wistkrta Consequ^na, cut from a plant which has stood out in 
the open air several winters. From J. Hovey, bouquets. From Jo- 
seph Breck & Co. superb specimens of Dodec^theon Mekdia and in- 
tegrifdlia, Phl6x rdpens and divaric^ta. Lychnis Floscilculi, pceonies, 
lun^Dculas sp. pUno, and some very handsome pansies. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JUatsachusetU Horticultural Society. 2S5 

From S. Walker, twelve fine tulifM, a splendid collection of pan- 
sies and bouquets. From S. Johnson, handsome tulips. From W. 
Miller, geraniums, fine pansies and bouquets. From J. Donald, 
several fine geraniums in pots, and, among them, seedlings of great 
beauty. From A. Bovvditch, a beautiful collection of geraniums in 
pots. From Messrs. Winship, a plant of Lonicera cauc&sicum, tak- 
en up from the ground, and laden with its fine white blossoms: it is 
decidedly one of the most ornamental shrubs that can be planted. 

Native Plants: — From a lady, viz: Arethilsa bulbdsa, iSen^cio ati- 
rei|s and obovktus, Krigta virginica, Gnaphklium plantaginium, Hy- 
p6xis er^cta, Convallkria racem69a, Gerknium maculktum, Houst6n- 
ta caerQIea, Andr6meda calyculkta, .^'rbutus ITva ursi, Berberis vul- 
garis, SiUoe pennsylvinicR, Prdpus obovkta and bore&lis, Aquildgia 
canadensis, Thalictrum didicum, .^nemdne /halictroides and nemo- 
r6sa, Viola, ped^ta. 

Fruit: — From J. P. Gushing, Esq., superior specimens of black 
Hamburgh, white Muscat, Grizzly Frontignac, Golden Cbasselas, 
Chasselas de Low and Sweetwater, ripened in the stove. 
Vegetables: — Cucumbers, from J. L. L. F. Warren. 
The judges for awarding premiums for tulips, geraniums and pan- 
sies, exhibited at this meeting, made their report as follows: — 
Tulips. — For the best twelve blooms, S. Walker. 

For the second best twelve blooms, S- R. Johnson. 
The following are the names of the best twelve blooms: — 
Bybloemens: Sherwood's dark rose, Violet pucelle, Matilda, Cice- 
ro, Rose Maria, Adelaide, Princess Charlotte Cenotaph^ Duchess of 
Kent. Bizarres: Platoff, Sir E. Neaele, Comet. 

Messrs. D. Haggerston ana W. Meller, judges. 
Gkkakiums. — For the best six plants in bloom, in pots, A. Bowditch. 
For the next best six plants, in bloom in pots, W. Meller. 
Messrs. D. Haggerston and J. Breck, judges. 
Paksies. — For the best twelve flowers, to S. Walker. 
For the best six flowers, to W. Meller. 
For the best seedling, to S. Walker. 
Messrs. S. R. Johnson and D. Haggerston, judges. 
The Committee on Flowers, who adjourned to this day, completed 
their report on premiums for the present year. C. M. Hovey was 
appointed Secretaiy for the Committee to report the rules and regu- 
lations adopted. The report, which had been prepared by the Sec- 
retary and read by him at a previous meeting, was then taken up and 
acted upon; and the Committee unanimously voted that the exhibi- 
tions for premiums, the present season, should be established in the 
following manner. 

There shall be an exhibition for premiums in each month, durinff 
May, June, July, August and September, and the different plants and 
flowers exhibited, at the several meetings as follows: — 
First Show, Saturday, May 23^. 
The exhibition of geraniums, pansies, and tulips takes place this 
day, and prizes to be awarded as follows: — 
Htaciitths. — For the best display of flowers • . • $5 00 
Tulips. — For the best twelve dissimilar blooms . • . 10 00 
For the second best twelve dissimilar blooms . • 5 00 
Pansies. — For the best twelve different varieties, a prem- 
ium of 5 00 

For the best six different varieties . • • • d 00 
For the best seedling 3 00 
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GxEANiiTMS. — For the best six plants in pots, in flower . 5 00 

For the second best six plants, in pots, in flower . • 3 00 

For the best seedh'ng in flower d 00 

Second Shoto, Saturdcty, June .* 

The exhibition for premiums, at this meeting, comprises roses, 

pinks, and peeonies, as follows: — 

Roses. — For the best ^(iy cut flowers . . • . 8 00 

For the second best fifty flowers . . • . 6 00 

For the best display of Chinese and other tender kinds 5 00 

FiVKS. — For the best display of flowers . . . . 6 00 

For the best six dissimilar flowers . . • . S 00 

For the best seedling S 00 

Paohibs, (herbaceous.) — For the best display of flowers • 5 00 

For the second best display of flowers . . . S 00 

For the best seedling 2 00 

Third ShoiDy Saturday, July . 

This exhibition is for carnations alone. 

Carnations. — For the best display 6 00 

For the second best display . . • . « d 00 

Fourth Shovf, Saturday , Auguit . 

This exhibition is for German asters, perennial plants, and annuals, 

as follows: — 

German Asters. — For the best display of cut flowers • 5 00 

For the second best di;jplay of cut flowers . . • 9 00 

Perennial Plants (herbaceous.) — For the best display . S 00 

For the second best display . . . . . 2 00 

Annuals. — For the best display 9 00 

For the second best display 2 00 

Fifth Shovff Saturday, Sept, . 

Dahlias only to be competed for, as follows:— 

Premier Prize — six dissimilar blooms . . . • 15 00 

The premier prize open to all cultivators. 

In order that amateur growers may compete with snccess, the 

principal prizes are divided into two divisions, viz: — 

To all growers o/more than tufo hundred Plant$, in etassef, a$foRow9: 

First Class. — The best twenty-four dissimilar blooms . 8 00 

The second best twenty-four dissimilar blooms • • 6 00 

; Second Class. — The best twelve dissimilar blooms • . 6 00 

The second best twelve dissimilar blooms • • • 4 00 

Third Class. — The best six dissimilar blooms . . . 4 00 

The second best six dissimilar blooms . . . • S 00 

To all growers of less than two hundred Plants, in elassesyOS follows : 

First Class. — The best twenty-four dissimilar blooms . . 8 00 

The second best twenty-four dissimilar blooms . . € 00 

Second Class. — The best twelve dissimilar blooms . . 6 00 

The second best twelve dissimilar blooms . . . 4 00 

Third Class. — I'he best six dissimilar blooms . • • 4 00 

The second best six dissimilar blooms . . • 2 00 

Best Single Bloom. — A prize for the best single bloom, 

open to all cultivators 5 00 

Best SEEOLiNO.^For the best seedling, a prize, open to all 

cultivators . . . I . • . 5 00 

* The Chairman to gire a fbrtnight*ii notice of the day of each of the ezhibitions* 
as the earlineM or lateness of the season may reqoire. 
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The following rules and regulations will be strictly observed in the 
exhibition of the flowers: — 

1. Ail growers who intend to exhibit, shall signify their intention 
to the Chairman of the Committee on Flowers, and m which class or 
classes, on or before the third Saturday in August. 

S. Anv persons may enter for the prizes of any of the classes, in 
either of the divisions to which they are eligible, but they cannot take 
more than one prize in either of the two divisions. 

S. Each competitor will be required to declare that every flower 
exhibited by him isof his own growth,or has been grown under his care. 

4. The judges for awarding the prizes in the first division shall be 
selected from such cultivators or connoisseurs as are not competitors 
io that division; and the same rule shall be observed in selecting 
judges for the second division. 

5. The judges to be appointed by a majority of the exhibitors, 
whose decision shall be final, and to be chosen at the Society's room 
on the first Saturday in September, at twelve o'clock, noon. Notice 
of this meeting to be given by the Chairman of the Flower Com- 
mittee to such persons as have signified their intentions of competing 
for the premiums. 

6. Each competitor shall give to the Chairman of the Flower 
Committee a list of the names of the flowers he exhibits, sealed 
up and signed with his name. 

7. The blooms shall be shown in bottles provided by the Society, 
without foliage or any other embellishment. 

8. No seedling, not sold out, will be allowed to be placed in either 
of the divisions or classes, except the seedling class; nor must any 
stand contain two blooms of the same variety. 

9. Seedlings deemed worthy to'obtain a prize shall exhibit some- 
thing new in character or color ^ or be unexceptionable inform. 

10. The judges shall sign their award with a declaration, upon their 
honor, that, to the best of their knowledge, they have decided upon 
the respective merits of the flowers exhibited. 

These constitute the whole of the prizes proposed by the Commit- 
tee for the present year; there are otner kinds of plants and flowers, 
which neea a liberal encouragement; and it is hoped that another 
season, by an increase of funds for distribution as premiums, much 
good may result by ofifering prizes for various other objects. 

The Killowing general regulations, for the government of the 
monthly exhibitions, and which it is wished would be observed at ev- 
ery weekly show, were passed unanimously by the Committee: — 

1. All plants and flowers intended for exhibition for prizes, shall 
be in the Society's room by half past ten o'clock in the morning; 
and all exhibitors who have not their plants or flowers in place at 
that time, will be excluded from competition. 

S. All specimens exhibited shall remain untouched until a quarter 
before two, P. M., when they will be delivered into the care of the 
owners, who are respectfully requested not to give away their flow- 
ers in the room, as it has been the cause of much confusion and in- 
convenience. 

d. The judges shall enter the room and decide upon the merits of 
the flowers &^. at twelve o'clock, and their award shall be declared 
by the Chairman of the Committee, the same day, at one o'clock. ^ 

4. Judffes shall be appointed from such persons as vc not exhib- 
itors; and their decision shall be final. They have power to give 
discretionary premiums for subjects of real value, which may not b« 
specified in the list of prizes. 
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5. Exhibitors sball signify their intention of exhibiting to the 
Chairman, one week before the day of meeting, in order that proper 
preparation may be made for the display of the plants and flowers. 



Art. VI. Faneuil Hall Market. 



Potatoes: 

Tomips: 

Common, per bushel, 

Ruta Baga, per bushel,. . . 
Onions: 

Ne«rwhite» per bunch 

Red, per buncb 

White, per bunch,. 

Yellow, per bushel, 
Beets, per bushel, .... 



Beets, per bushel, . . 

Carrots, per bushel, 

Parsnips, per doien, 

Horsenidish, per pound, . . . 

Scarlet short-top 

Shallots, per pound, 

Garlic, per pound 

Cahbagea, Salad*, ^c. 



Cabbages, per doxen 

Drumhead, 

Red Dutch 

Lettuce, per head, 

Spinach, per half peck. . . 

Shudelions, per hiUf peck 

Osbbage sprouts, per peck. 

Turnip-tops per peck,. . . . 

Rhubarb, per pound, 

Asparagus, per bunch, . . . 

Peas: 

Per busltel, 

Prbiishel,(fr. Norfolk, Va) 
Per peck,.... « 



Pa and Sweet Herbe. 



Parsley, per half peck,. 

Sage, per pound, 

Marjoram, per bunch,. 

Savory, per banch 

Spearmint, per bunch, . 



From 
3cu. 

1 25 
50 

1 00 
50 

2 25 
1 00 

75 
87i 

5 

8 

2 

75 

75 
75 
25 
10 
4 
20 
12J 



75 

4 

6 

6 

12 

8 

8 00 

200 

50 



25 

17 

6 

6 

8 



To 
9cts. 

1 50 

1 25 

2 50 



I 00 
50 

6 
4 

8 

1 00 
1 00 
1 00 

12 
6 



1 00 
6 

17 

6 
10 



2 50 
62i 



20 
12 
12 



Squashes and Pumpkins, 

Squashes, per cwt: 

Winter crook neck, 

Autumnal Marrow, 

Canada crook neck 

Westlndias 

Pumpkins, each 



Fruits, 

Apples, dessert, new : 
Common, ^ Pe' barTel,. , 



' per bushel,. . 

R>-"-.}^&::: 
B^-'-'}?:r'S::: 

Greenings, per barrel. . . . 

Pearmaiofl, per barrel,. . . . 

Sweet, per barrel, 

Lady Apples, per bushel,. 

Dried apples, per pound, . 
Strawberries: 

Cosunon, per box, 

Cherries, per quart, 

Pears: 

Baking, per bushel, 

Grapes, per pound: 

Black I^amburgh, 

Malaga 

Cucumbers, each, 

Cranberries, per bushel,. . . . 

Lemons, per dozen, 

Orann^s, per doien : 

Sicily, 

Havana, (sweet) 

Pineapples, each: 

Common 

Extra quality • 

Cocoanuts, eacn 

Chestnuts, per bushel, • 

Walnuts, per bushel 

Almonds, (sweet,) per pound. 
Filberts, per pound, . . . 

Castana, 

English wabnts, per lb. 



From 
9cts. 



500 

200 

20 



To 
$cts. 



600 

800 

25 



7k 

87i 
88 

200 



20 
50 
12i 

20 
26 

8 
25 

5 
00 
00 



4 
4 



500 



9 
60 

260 



25 

400 

20 

25 
8T1 

460 
260 



Rbmakks. — The 108800, thus far, promises finely: fruit of all 
kinds promises abundantly, particularly strawberries, raspberries, 
&c.» and if the present fayorable weather continues, wUl ripen some- 
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what earlier than last year. The market continues rather dull for 
the season, and, with the exception of several of those articles of 
which the old crop is about gone, and the new just in, prices have 
not materially changed. 

Potatoes are firmer, and might perhaps be quoted a fraction his^h* 
er, but so few sales are effected at any adaance on our prices, that 
they are not worthy of note. Turnips are nearly pone, and, in con- 
sequence, there has been an advancement in prices. Onions are 
about gone, but few remaining, and those inferior. Beets and carrots 
higher, and but few left. Parsnips very scarce, the best selling at 
twentv-five cents per dozen. Horseradish about gone for the season. 
Radishes abundant, good, and cheap; the weather has been highly 
favorable to a good growth. The stock of cabbages is convpletely 
exhausted; scarcely a drumhead to be found in the market. Lettuce 
plentiful. Spinach, dandelions, &c. very abundant. Rhubarb plenty 
at our quotations. Asparagus has been well supplied, but the prices 
are very variable, according to the limited or abundant supply; — a 
few warm days, and prices fall to eight cents — a few chilly days,. and 
it commands twelve and a half as freely. Peas have been in the 
market all the week, from the south, and sold readily at quotations; 
the first raised in the vicinity, were brought in to-day by Mr. Pierce, 
of West Cambridge, and sold at quotations; they will be abundant 
in a day or two. No squashes are to be had, except West Indias. 

Apples are nearly gone; russets and a few Baldwins only to be 
had. Pears are all gone. Strawberries have been received from the 
south, in very good order, and sold at our prices. A few cherries 
came to hand to-day, and commanded our quotations. Cucumbers 
more plentiful, and of good size. Cranberries are higher, and only 
a few now remain on hand. Lemons very plenty. Oranges of 
prime quality command our prices. Pine-apples have been received 
this week, but mostly in poor order; a few very superior ones com- 
mand the highest prices. Walnuts a shade higher. In other kinds 
but little doing worthy of note.— Jtf. T., Boston, May 28, 1840. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOa JUVK. 



FRUIT DEPARTMKirT. 



Orape vines, in the green-house, will now have completed their 
flowering and set their fruit. The first thing to attend to now, will be 
to thin out the fruit thoroughly, in order that the berries may be large 
and fine. Sy rinsing should now be resorted to, and the young wood 
should be regularly tied in as it advances in growth. Vines in the 
open air will commence bloomini;; in a few days. See that the young 
wood, for l)earing another year, is carefully tied to the trellis. 

Strawberries should be looked after: if the weather continues dry, 
new plantations should be watered; old beds will also be much bene- 
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fitted by a fresh supply of water: cut off the ruDuers, if large firuit ■ 
wanted. 

Baspberry plants should be all tied up, if not done before. 

Gooseberry bushes, — The caterpillars will soon begin to make 
their ravages on the foliage of the plants: be careful to kill as many 
as possible. 

Fruit trees, of all sorts, should be looked nAer, and all insects de- 
stroyed. Be careful, and pick up every plum that drops from the 
tree, and burn them; by following this method, the curculio may 
be soon destroyed. 

TLOWER DEPARTMEKT. 

Dahlias may now be set out : commence immediately to plant, ia 
order to have a few to flower early, and finish planting out by the 
SOth. Make the soil light and rich. 

^nnualsy sown in April, in pots in frames, should now he trans- 
planted into the open ground. Asters and balsams require a good 
rich soil to flower well. 

Camellias. — Commence removing the plants from the green-bouse, 
selecting all those which show buds, and leave the others till they 
have finished their growth. 

Pansies, from seeds sown in pots in April, or in the open groaad, 
should be transplanted. 

Tulip and hyacinth bulbs should be taken up this month. 

Roses, geraniums, and other plants, may be removed from the 
green-house. 

Cuttings of heaths may yet be put in with success. 

Verbenas may now be turned out into the border, or in clumps by 
themselves, and they will spread and cover two feet of ground. 

Biennial and verennial seeds may be sown any time in June, and 
the plants will newer well next year. 

Boeket larkspur seed, sown now, will produce a fine show of flow- 
ers in August. 

Carnations should be increased by layers. "^ 

Roses should be increased by layers and budding. See our last 
volume, p. 353. 

Stock giUiflowers, — Seed sown now, will flower finely in pots all 
the autumn and winter. 

Oeranium cuttings should be put in this month . 

Oreen-house plants, of all kinds, may be propagated at this season. 

Pinks should be increased by pipings. 

VBOBTABLB DBPARTMBNT. 

Celery plants should now be transplanted into beds, in rows, about 
one foot apart, and three inches apart in the rows. 

SaVioy and drumhead cabbages may be sown now. 

Pepper plants, raised in the hot-bed, should be transplanted into 
the garden. 

Cucumber plants, in frames, will need attention; water freely and 
•hade occasionally in yery hot sunshine. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



Aet. I. Notices of Green-houLses and HoUhouuB^ in and 
near Philadelphia. No. 2. By a Philadelphia Ama- 
teur. 

George Pepper^ Esq.^ Chestnut Street ^ Philadelphia. — ^Mr. 
Pepper's green-bouses are situated immediately in the centre 
of Philadelphia, but a few minutes' walk from the Indepen- 
dence square, on Chestnut street,| and immediately in the rear 
of bis dwelling-house, and are divided into several compart- 
ments. Many of his plants, and indeed nearly all capable of 
removing, have been placed in the open air. The various spe- 
cies of oranges and lemons are completely covered with fruit, 
and present a really beautiful appearance; while their general 
;ooa health and vigorous growth reflect the highest credit on 
tis intelligent and gentlemanly gardener, Mr. Chalmers, jr. 
My thanks are due to him for his constant politeness, during 
my lengthened visits. The camellia house, lacing the west, is 
unequalled for the beauty of its arrangement, and for the magni- 
ficent appearance of the plants. I noticed a number of plants of 
the beautiful Gardenia ridicans, about opening their blossoms. 
Immediately in front of the house some fine plants of the Bou- 
v4rdta triphylla^and Pi^nica sp. were displaying their gorgeous 
blossoms. The larger green-house is now filled with the various 
varieties of C&cti, many of which are looking much exhausted 
from the profuse manner of flowering. I noticed a very fine plant 
of the Cdreus Mallas6nt, engrafted on the C^reus triangularis, 
and another of the Ackerm&nn or spl6ndens, (?) and of the Epi- 
phylluro truncatum; the last is the finest, I believe, in Ameri- 

TOL. TI. — ^NO. VII. 31 
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ca. A few geraoiums, on the front stage, were yet in bloom, 
but so weak as almost to defy recognition: this, however, is 
DO fault of Mr. Chalmers; the house is not adapted to their 
growth. 

In the next division, formerly occupied as winter quarters 
for the C&cti, the Gloxinia specidsa, £uph6rbta e)egans> S a- 
pelia maculkta and ambigua, and C^reus speciosissimus were 
in fine flower. I noticed the new £uph6rbia Jacquince/Idra 
growing most vigorously, engrafted upon the Poins6ttia pul- 
ch^rrima, an idea I believe entirely novel, of which Mr. Chal- 
mers is the originator. The graft was placed, and then mere- 
ly secured by a piece of mat, and exposed to the light and air, 
without any protection, the success proving admirable. 

In the hot-house the palms were displaying their magnificent 
fronds, and a variety of other things, were yet in bloom. 
Among the most beautiful, were the Till&ndsta frromelisfdlia, 
Cyprip^dium 6legans, Gloxinia grandifldra, and c&ndicans, and 
the Hdyacarndsa,and Passiflora Kermesina, which are train- 
ed over the rafters. 

Mr. Pepper, the proprietor, is celebrated for his devoted 
zeal to the science of horticulture; and the proofs constantly 
before the eyes of his friends reflect the highest credit on his 
untiring exertions. May he long live to watch over them with 
a father's eye. 

Respectfully, A Philadelphia Amatbvr. 

Philadelphia^ June, 1840. 



Art. II. On the muUiplieaiion of Tree P(Zdnies\ (P^e- 
dnia Moutan,) by grafting. Translated from the Le Bon 
Jardinier Mmanach^ for 1839, in' the Gardener^e Maga^ 
tine. 

In our second volume we hare given a complete histoiy of 
the Chinese tree pseony, its introduction into Great Britain and 
this country, its cultivation, propagation, &c.; and to those of 
our readers who wish for information upon this beautiful shrub, 
we refer them to that volume, where they will find, in addition, 
all the varieties, then known, described. We have also, on va- 
rious occasions, noticed the tree pssony, and, in particular, the 
method of propagation below described, which we saw in suc- 
cessful practice, at the late celebrated nursery of Col. Carr, 
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near Philadelphia, (See Vol. III. p. 210.) The inyention 
of this method of propagation is attributed to M. Soulange 
Bodin, of Fromont, near Paris, but the plan was communicat- 
ed in the Gardener^s Magazine^ some years ago, and from 
thence copied into our pages. It first appeared in the Bon 
Jardinier for 1839. 

As this fine shrub is rare in collections, we have copied the 
following, accompanied with an engraving, representing the 
mode of the operation, with the hope that it may result in ren- 
dering the various varieties as common in our gardens as other 
shrubs, whose beauty is far less engaging, and whose cultiva- 
tion is attended with more trouble. Perfectly hardy, of dwarf 
stature, and superbly splendid in its flowers, it merits a place 
in every garden claiming any pretensions for the choiceness of 
its plants. 

^^ Plants of the Pmonia JUoulan^ raised by cuttings, remain 
weak for several years; but those grafted on the tubers of the 
herbaceous psony grow with vigor, and, if permitted, will 
flower the following 

spring. The ope- ® 

ration of grafting is 

Performed between 
uly 13, and Au- 
gust 13, and will 
readily be under- 
stood by fig, 25, in 
which a represents 
a triangular section 
made in the tube or 
stock; &, the scion, 
the lower end of 
which is pared off, 
so as to fit the trian- 
gular cavity in the 
stock ; and c, the 
scion fitted to the 
stock. It is not ne- 
cessary that there 

should be more than one bud on the scion, and, if a blossom 
bud should be chosen, it will flower vigorously the following 
spring. In two or three years the scion will throw out roots, 
and become independent of the stock- This mode of propa- 
gating was invented by M. Soulange Bodin, who, after graft- 
mg, places the plant iil a pot, plunges it in heat, and covers it 
with a bell-glass. By September the scion has united itself 
to the stock; and in October the stock throws out roots, and 
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the plant may be removed to a green-house or frame. Mr. 
Masters, of Canterbury, has adopted this mode of propagating, 
with this difference, that, after grafting, the graft being tied 
tvith bast, and covered with grafting wax, the whole is inserted 
into a bed of tan, leaving only about half an inch of the point 
of the scion above the surface. The grafted plants are insert- 
ed in the angular interstices between the pots, with which the 
pit is usually occupied; two, three, or four are placed togeth- 
er, according to the size of the triangular space; and a larger 
or smaller bell-glass is placed over them, as may be requisite. 
The tubers throw out roots by the end of September, or the 
beginning of October, and are then taken up and potted, and 
placed in a cold frame, where they remain through the winter. 

The grafting wax used for covering this graft is composed 
as follows: — Burgundy pitch, one pound; black pitch, four 
ounces; rosin, two ounces; yellow wax, two 6unces; tallow, 
or suet, an ounce and a half. The whole melted together, 
and, after being stiri'ed, and allowed to cool, it is used when 
rather less than milk-warm. 

The tree psony mav also be grafted with perfect success, 
by using the shoots of the current year, in the month of April, 
as scions, and grafting them on the tubers of the' herbaceous 
paeony of the last year." 



Art. III. Large specimens of Tdgus syhdtica var. purpih 
rea, and Pinus Cidrus, in the grounds of T. AA, JB*}., near 
Jfew York. By Alexander Gordon. 

Considering that information connected with any of the 
finer specimens of introduced trees may be interesting to you, 
I beg leave to send you the dimensions of two species, which 
I have no doubt are decidedly the largest of their kind in the 
United States, viz: Pagus sylv^tica var. purpilrea, and Plnus 
C^drus. They are growing in the grounds of Thomas Ash, 
Esq., Throg's Neck, West Chester Co., N. Y. The grounds 
had formerly been occupied as a nursery, I believe the most 
original of all the American nurseries. These specimens were, 
as far as I can learn, among the first of their sorts which were 
introduced into this country, and now serve, with other exot- 
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ics and splendid native species, to render the residence of Mr. 
Asb one of the most superbly wooded places which has come 
under my observation on this side the Atlantic. 
Fdgus 9ylv&tica var. purpiirea. 

Height, 56 feet. 

Circumference 3 feet from the ground, 6 feet. 

Circumference of top, 12 feet from the ground, 108 feet. 

It is a splendid specimen, with a most symmetrically form* 
ed semi-elliptical top, and I exceedingly regret that I am not 
a sufficient draughtsman to send you a correct drawing of this 
very superb tree. 
Plnii# Cidrw. 

Height, 53 feet. 
. Circumference 3 feet from the ground, 6 feet. 

Circumference of top, 12 feet fcom the ground, 90 feet. 

As far as I can learn, they have been planted about sixty 
years; but, on thb point, I am not able to obtain sufficiently 
correct data. 

Sir, I am yours, very respectfully, 

Alexander Gordon. 

June 21 J 1840. 

Our thanks are due to Mr. Gordon for the above informa- 
tion. We intend, hereafter, to devote some space to the sub* 
ject of arboriculture, and, as being connected with the subject, 
it will gratify us to learn the age and size of many of the finest 
specimens of our native as well as foreign trees and shrubs. 
Pinus C^drus, or Cedar of Lebanon, is rarely seen in this 
country of the size of that in Mr. Ash's grounds, and we are 
Dot aware of the existence of but few specimens of any size in 
the country. — Ed. 



Art. IV. List of ^(Uive Plants discovered growing near 
Boston^ the present season — in a letter read before the Mas^ 
sachusetts Horticultural Society. By Dr. T. W. Harris, 

' Cambridge. 

With this will be sent to the rooms of the Society fresh 
specimens of Smyrnium (Zizia,) a(Lreum of Linneus, Drace^^ 
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na (Clintoma,) borealis of Alton, and of Convallaria (Smila* 
cina,) trifolia of Desfontaines, with specioiens of the common 
Convallaria (Styrandra) canadensis of Pursb,to compare with 
the latter. The trif61ia is readily distinguished by its six* 
parted perigone, six stamens, and its lanceolate leaves, and it 
grows only in bog meadows. The canadensis, on the contra- 
ry, has a four-parted perigone, four stamens, heart-shaped 
leaves, and grows in shady and moist situations, but not in 
bogs. 

The following is a list of native plants, which (with one ex- 
ception,) have been discovered near Harvard Universiiy, hj 
the Cambridge botanists, during the present season, and they 
are interesting additions to the Flora of the immediate vicinity 
of Boston. 

Lepidium campistre L. Natural order Cruciferas. Tetrady- 
nkmia siliculosa L. Not in Dr. Bigelow-s Florula Bostoni" 
inm. 

Dentdria diphylla^ Michaux. Natural order Crucifers.. Te- 
tradynamia siliqu6sa L. Found in wet lands on the eastern 
side of Wellington Hill, in West Cambridge; the nearest lo* 
cality to Boston, given by Dr. Bigelow, is Amherst. 

Viola sordria Willdenow. Natural order Flolkces^ Pentan- 
dria roonogynia L. Possibly a variety of cuculldtaj but it 
grows only in rather dry soil. Not noticed by Dr. Bige- 
low. 

Viola primulmfdlic^ L. Perhaps a variety of lanceolkta, or 
a hybrid between it and blanda; not in the Florula Bosloniin' 
sis. 

Prunus (Cirasus) boreilis Michaux. NaturaForder Amyg- 
d&leae. Icos4ndria monogynia L. Between Cambridge and 
Wellington Hill, on the Concord turnpike. The only locality 
near Boston, given by Dr. Bigelow, is Blue Hills, Mihon. 

Ri^6tt9 saxatilis Michaux. Natural order iZosaces. Ico- 
s&ndria polygynia L. Swamp near Wellington Hill. Dr. 
Bigelow says, ''dry hills, Danvers." 

Smyrnium (Zlzta) aureum L. Natural order Umbellifere. 
Pentkndria digynia L, Low grounds near Wellington Hill. 
The nearest locality given by Dr. Bigelow is Wnlpole, N. H. 

y er6nica pere^rina L . Natural order Scrophulari&ces. Di* 
andria monogynia L. Not uncommon in fields in Cambridge, 
but not in Dr. Bigelow^s Florula. 

Sdlix pedicilldris Pursh. Natural order Amentaces. Di- 
oe^cia di4ndria L, Low grounds near Prof. Norton's house, 
and also near Wellington Hill. Not in. Dr. Bigelow's Fh' 
rula. 
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Sdlur nigra Marshall. South side of Fresh Pond. Not ia 
Dr. Bigetow's work. 

A'lnus incdna Willdenow var. glauca Michaux. Natural 
order Amentaceae. Monoe^'cia tetr&ndria L. Not in Dr. Bige- 
low's work. 

Finns (Ldrix) pindula Alton. Natural order Conifers. 
Monoe'^cea monad6lphia L. Swamps opposite Mr. Lee's 
house, near the Concord turnpike; not in Dr. Bigelow's Flo- 
tula. In the same swamp is found Pinus (.^bies) nigra •/9i/on, 
which, Dr. Bigelow says, ^^is not common, unless cultivated 
in the environs of Boston." 

Orchis spectabilis L. Natural order Orchidkce© . Gyn&n- 
dria mon&ndria L. Low grounds near Wellington Hill, where 
it was found in 1838, and again on the 26ih of the present 
month. The nearest locality given by Dr. Bigelow is Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire. 

Trillium pictum Pursh. Natural order Smil^ceae. Hex- 
indria trygkiia L. Exeter, New Hampshire. Dr. Bigelow 
says, Ascutney Mountain, Windsor, Vermont. 

Convalldria ( Smilacina) trifdlia Desfontaines. Natural or- 
der Smil&cas. Hex&ndria monogynia L. In a bog, among 
Sph&gnum, on the north-west side of Fresh Pond. Dr. Bigelow 
has recently inserted this locality in the third edition of his 
Florula, on the authority of Mr. Edward Tuckerman, Jr. 

Dracm'na (Clintdnia) boredlis Alton. Natural order 5mi- 
Ikceae. Hexandria monogynia L, Woods near Wellington 
Hill. Dr. Bigelow says, **Woods in Gloucester, and "Wa- 
chuset, Monadnock and White Mountains." 

Many naturalized plants are omitted in this list, but ought to 
be found in our botanical manuals. T. W. H. 

Cambridge^ May 30, 1840. 



Art. V. Method of cropping one quarter of an acre^ as 
practised by L. Vaughan, ffilUamsburg^ L. L By Mr. 
Vaughan. 

Beino but a tyro in the cultivation of mother earth, I shall 
confine my reply to your call iofacts^ and leave effects to my 
seniors. You think the quantity produced from one fourth of 
an acre, large; yet, I now se6> I could have made it larger. 
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1839. — Made bills for egg plants, in each of which I de- 
posited hair a bushel old horse-manure — ^labelled the hills to 
find them again. 

Feb. 24. — Planted, this day, broad Windsor beans over the 
hills prepared for egg plants; — planted over the broad beans, 
spinach, radish, cress, and lettuce, all of which did very well, 
and were off the ground before the beans required hoeing. 
The beans grew to their usual size, but were not so prolific 
as the J are in England. 

From May 1 1 th to 20th, turned out egg plants from pots into 
the prepared hills, amidst the broad beans. The beans were 
off the ground from the 15th to the 20th of June, and were 
a protection to the egg plants from the severe storms and cold 
weather of 28th May to 5th June. About the middle of 
August, sowed turnips, in drills, between the eggs, and some 
of them made very fair roots. 

March 7th. — Prepared hills four feet apart for tomatoes and 
Lima beans, with half a bushel of old horse manure in each; 
labelled the hills to find them again; jplanted peas in drills north 
and iOiUh^ chse by the hills for tomatoes and beaiis. 

April 22 to May 10. — Turned out tomatoes from pots into 
the prepared hills by the peas. I placed a pole in each hill 
for tomatoes and Lima beans, at the time of making the hill, 
and tied the tomato to the pole as you would a dahlia. Plant- 
ed Lima beans under a sasn, on the 27th of April, and trans- 
planted them into the hills by the peas on the 1 4th of May* 
The peas were of great service to the beans and tomatoes dur- 
ing the cold weather and storms above alluded to; the peas 
were off the ground from the 10th to the 20th of June. In 
hoeing the Lima beans and tomatoes, / trenched bettoeen them 
for celery! which I transplanted from its nursery bed the 
first week in August. The Lima beans were off the ground 
from the Ist to the 10th of September. I think the beans 
were decidedly favorable to it for the first fifteen to twenty days. 
I have never found the Lima bean to grow, or even ripen, 
much after the 10th of September. The celery between the 
rows of tomatoes was very poor, as I found it impossible to 
confine the tomatoes to the poles, and they shaded it too much. 

When gathering my vegetables, I selected those nearest the 
second crop^ to give it the benefit of all the light and air I could. 
I kept constantly growing in pots, melons, corn, cabbages, &c., 
and the moment I cleared the ground of even one hill of com 
and potatoes, or any thing else, a pot of some other vegetable 
was turned into its place. 

No one must attempt the three crops without good ground, 
made better by rich old manure. I have this day tomatoes on 
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mj Tines as large as a pigeon's egg; luelops, egg plants, &c.| 
equally as forward. My early cedo nulli peas are all off ths 
ground to day, and late melons from pots take their place. 
Some of my early dahlias blossomed last week, the flowers 
large, and colors as brilliant as those later iu the season. 

Yours, truly, L. Vauohak. 

WilUamiburgj L. /., /tine, 1840. 



Art. VI. Observatiam upon the method of growing Apple 
and Pear Trees fry grafting upon the roots. By Albxak* 
DER Gordon. ^ 

Among the most valuable bints which bare recently come 
under my notice, I consider none of more importance tbao 
those advanced by your correspondent, Mr. Teschemacher, 
and so ably responded to by yourself, on a free communication 
among gardeners. Gardeners, of all other classes of men, 
ought to be the last to aim at concealment, in any improve- 
ment which they may effect. Mystery is a word which ought 
to be banished from the gardener's vocabulary. Horticulture 
embraces a range so wide, and minutis so intricate, that, with* 
out a free communication among its practitioners and amateurs, 
the most accurate observer and persevering gardener could^ 
from his own experience, attain but a faint knowledge of a busi- 
ness whose branches are so multifarious, and where the routine 
of operations embrace so wide a field. Under this impression, 
I beg leave to communicate, through the medium of your val- 
uable pages, a system of growing fruit trees, which, although 
not possessing novelty, is certainly not so extensively known 
as its merits deserve. « 

Grafting on the roots of apple and pear trees has long been 
partially practised; but I question if there are many nursery- 
men who have carried this to any great extent. I have had 
various opportunities of testing the practice, and I am perfect- 
ly satisfied of its efiicacy. The stocks for performing the ope- 
ration in a proper manner, ought to be only a year old. If 
tbey have been grown in a deep free soil, (which, for this 
method, is absolutely necessary,) they will have roots from six 
inches to a foot in length, of a fusiform shape, and of a suffi- 
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cient thickness to receive a scion. In the fall they are taken 
up and laid in by the heels, in a cellar or other convenient 
place, until required. A quantity of scions are selected at 
the same time, which must be carefully assorted and properly 
tallied: these may likewise be placed in a cellar in sand, or, 
failing a good cellar, dig a pit about six feet deep, in a dry 
situation, place the scions in an upright position, covering them 
nearly to the top with light soil or sand; place boards over the 
surface of the pit, leaving a vacuum of three or four feet be- 
tween the scions and the boards, over which a sufficient quan- 
tity of soil is to be put; then cover the whole with rank litter, 
or such other substance as will prevent the frost from penetrat- 
ing through the soil; this will also ensure an easy access to the 
scions when required. 

In the month of February, if there is much grafting to be 
performed, operations may be commenced. The woody part 
of the stock is cut entirely away, and the root only used, 
which must be cut into lengths of three or four inches, one 
root yielding frequently three or four stocks. Grafting is per- 
formed in the usual manner, and when the operation is finish- 
ed, they are placed in shallow boxes, over a layer of rich, light 
soil, buryinjg the whole grafted part under ground; they are put 
in rows across the box, as thick as they can be placed beside 
each other; after the first row is properly placed, put about 
two inches of soil as a separation between it and the succeed- 
ing row, and so on until the box is filled. Several sorts may 
be placed in the same box, only let each sort be perfectly dis- 
tinct, and regularly named. When the box is filled, it must 
be placed in a shaded part of the green-house,* not exposed too 
much to the sun's rays, — on the back shelves, or under the 
stages will answer very well for some time, say until the mid- 
dle of April, when they must be gradually inured to the light 
and air, until finally planted in the usual manner in the open 
ground, in the month of May. A perfect union will have 
taken place, and shoots of those grafted in February will have 
elongated from three and four to six inches. 
^ The benefits derived from this system must be perfectly ob- 
vious. The grafting is performed at a season when little else 
ean be done; the trees are much handsomer than those grafted 
in the usual manner, and the time occupied in planting out is 
very trifling, being planted with a common dibble; a good 
hand will plant several thousand in a day. I have known a 

* A common frame will answer where there is no. green-bouse, 
only it will be necessary to shade with mats during the beat of the 
day, and also to cover them during cold nights. . 
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nurseryman m this State graft above one handred thousand q>- 
pie trees in a season, and in two years they were handsome 
saleable trees. 
YourS) very respectfully, Alexander Gordon. 

June 21, 1840. 



Art. VIL Some Observations on the cultivation and trea^ 
ment of the Calla osthidpica. By the Editor. 

Few plants, excepting the geranium and the rose, are more 
generally cultivated, as parlor ornaments, than the calla. Its 
lai^e, white, stately blossoms, successively produced during 
winter, and the vigor and ever healthy aspect of its broad and 
deep green fleshy leaves, combined with its simple cultivation, 
render it a most desirable object. Yet, notwithstanding that 
its cultivation is simple, — for it will flourish in a degree, with 
but slight attention, if freely supplied with water, — it is rarely 
seen in that vigor and elegance to which it can be easily brought 
by pursuing a judicious and natural mode of treatment. 

The Calla 8Bthi6pica is a native, according to the Hort. 
Britinnicus^ of the Cape of Good Hope; but its geographical 
limits extend beyond the Cape. It is found growing in low 
and wet situations^ where its roots are covered with water for 
a portion of the year. This is the period of its flowering; 
soon after this the roots, in the absence of rain, are exposed to 
drought, and the soil around them becomes dry, and the 
foliage, like other bulbs, assumes a decaying tinge, and in a 
short time is nearly dried up. This is its natural mode of 
growing, and it teaches a lesson which, if observed, will lead 
to its cultivation in the highest degree of perfection; for it 
should be the object of the cultivator to assist nature rather 
than pervert her wise designs. 

The most general mode of treatment is, to keep the plants 
continually excited, and in growth: no sooner does a small 
plant fill the pot with roots, than it is shifted into a larger size; 
this is again removed to a larger one, and so on, until a pot 
cannot be procured of sufficient size to hold a single plant. 
During the progress of the plant, it has generally thrown up 
some tea or twenty or more oflsets from the main root, and 
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probably only two or three of them of sufficient strength to 
blooni: water being liberally given, keeps them in a growing 
state, but they soon become so unwieldy from the great size of 
the pots, occupying too much room, requiring too much labor 
in removing them from place to place, and yield such a small 
proportion of flowers compared with smaller plants, that their 
cultivation is frequently given up. It will be our object to 
show how the calla can be grown in the greatest perfection 
we have ever seen it. 

The plants which have flowered during the winter should be 
now placed out in the open air, if not done previously. The 
pot or pots containing the plants should be turned down upon 
their sides, in any situation partially shaded, so as to prevent 
all heavy rains from wetting the soil. In this way they may 
lay all summer, until the first of September, when prepara- 
tions should be made for potting the roots, preparatory to their 
being taken into the house for the winter. 

If the plants are old, and have thrown off numerous offsets, 
the best method will be to shake off all the earth from the 
roots: the large and strong bulbs should then be selected from 
the small ones, and planted in No. 4 pots, in a good rich 
soil, composed of about one half fresh rich loam, and one half 
peat earth, well mixed and incorporated together: the small off- 
sets, if no more plants are wanted, may be thrown away, 
and only the large roots retained. The plants, after having 
been potted, should be regularly supplied with water, and as 
the leaves attain to some height, the quantity should be slightly 
increased. About the first of February the plants may be re- 
moved into No. 6 pots; gradually increase the quantity of wa- 
ter, as the plants commence throwing up their flower stems, 
and the pans underneath the pots may be kept filled, or the 
pot may be set into a tub of water its whole depth. ' 

Treated in this manner, the flower stems attain to the height 
of five feet, with large flowers, upwards of a foot long, and pro- 
portionally broad, deep, and vigorous. The caulescent stems 
will also attain to a great size, and the whole plant will be one 
of the finest ornaments of the room, reaching nearly to the top 
of the window, or, if standing upon the floor, reaching to the 
keight of five feet. 

This mode of cultivation has many advantages over thai 
generally pursued. In summer, when the garden supplies us 
so abundantly with the most brilliant and odoriferous flowers, 
pot plants are less esteemed than in winter; and although the 
calla may occasionally bloom, by being kept continually grow- 
ing, its flowers will neither be so large or abundant, nor the 
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beautj and vigor of the plant so great, as if it was allowed rest, 
(so much needed hj all bulbs,) during three or four months of 
the year* 

It is roost readily increased by potting the little small off- 
sets which spring up around the base of the stem, and they 
should be potted and treated precisely like the old plants: they 
will generally bloom the second year, but will not arrive at full 
growth until the 3d or 4th. 



Art. VIII. Some Remarks upon the Verbena^ with an Ac" 
count of several new Seedling varieties. By the Editor. 

We have, in the course of the past three or four years, in 
the several volumes of our Magazine, described nearly every 
species and variety of the Ferbdna, introduced or originated, 
in this country; and have likewise detailed, at some length, 
their cultivation and treatment, particularly of those kinds 
which require any peculiarity of management ; and their 
growth has now become so general, that, with what we had 
previously writtenr, there is little necessity, in recording a new 
one, to add any thing beyond a description of the variety. 
Being all produced from those whose treatment has been no- 
ticed, they partake mostly of the same habits, and, with few 
exceptions, a reference to our previous articles will afford all 
the information which may be needed, to cultivate, in the 
roost successful manner, all the beautiful varieties of this now 
extensive and universally admired family. 

So indispensable have verbenas become, as ornaments of 
the flower garden, setting aside their great value as parlor 
plants, that nothing can make up for a want of them. What 
flower can be named so easily cultivated, or growing and 
blooming so freely in a soil where few others would flourish; — 
in flower the whole summer long — scarcely checked in its 
vigor by the hoar frosts of autumn — universally admired for 
the great brilliancy of its corols? — What a blank would their 
absence create in the border heretofore enlivened by their 
dazzling beauty! It must be allowed, that, of all late additions 
to our gardens, the verbena, with its numerous and probably 
endless varieties, is the greatest treasure of all. We may be 
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over zealous m our admiration of this tribe; but if the finest 
varieties are seen iu full perfection, we fear not but that our 
opinion will be seconded by every lover of plants. 

The great diversity of tints which have already been ob- 
tained, give strong assurance that by the process of hybridi- 
zation, which has been the means of effecting so much in hor- 
ticulture and floriculture, almost every shade of color may be 
obtained, and eventually striped and parti-colored ones of va- 
rious combinations. Already possessing all the principal tints 
from white to a dark, rich, velvety purple, there can be no 
doubt but that the same care and attention which has so far 
rewarded those who have made experiments in the production 
of new sorts, may still add to the already extended list some 
which will excel those now esteemed the finest. The plants 
Bower from the seed in a short period, and the results of ex- 
periments may be realized in the space of three or four months, 
a character which has probably been the means of so many 
new ones having been already produced; as few cultivators 
have the patience to watch plants through a series of years, to 
ascertain their beauty, and at last be disappointed by the pos- 
session of some ordinary, perhaps worthless, variety. 

The verbena and the camellia are two tribes of plants, 
which, within the last few years, have had more really desira- 
ble varieties added to them, by the assiduity of American 
cultivators, than by the skilful gardeners of Britain. Our list 
of verbenas comprises many more varieties than are found in 
English collections, and among them some of excelling beau- 
ty. Our climate is much better suited to them than that of 
England, as it is only under the rays of a brilliant sun that the 
plants make a vigorous and rapid growth, and display, in abun- 
dance, their clusters of flowers, covering the ground as with a 
carpet radiant with gems. Ripening seed with facility in the 
open air, even those who do not possess any structure for 
forwarding the plants, by merely keeping them through the 
winter, in any ordinary room, may produce, with little care, 
new varieties in the course of a single summer, some of which 
may prove valuable varieties. 

In our Vol. IV., pp. 168 and 201, we enumerated the fol- 
lowing species and varieties t-r-Ferb^nachamaedrifdlia, Tweed- 
iedna, incisa, Arranidna, vendsa, Aubletta, multifida, Drum- 
m6ndn, sulphi^rea, pulchella, and pulch^lla &lba — eleven kinds, 
all of foreign origin, except Arranidna, which was raised by 
Mr. Buist. 

Subsequently, in Vol. V., p. 89, Mr. Buist has described 
four new kinds, raised by himself, viz. Ferbtoa Eyredna, 41ba 
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[teucroUes,] iDtermedia, and Tweediedna grandtfldra; and 
our correspondent, Dr. Watson, (same volume, p. 282,) five 
new kinds, raised by Messrs. Mackenzie & Buchanan, Phil- 
adelphia, as follows, — Ferb^na fulgens, Brnnevdna, Watsdnta^ 
r6sea, and Kilvingtdnii, — nine kinds, all of American pro- 
duction. 

Besides these, Mr. S. Feast, of Baltimore, has raised 
some fine ones, (Vol. V., p. 290;] and also Mr. Hogg, of 
New York; but none of these have been fully described b 
our pages. 

Later than this, Mrs. Hibbert, of Philadelphia, has raised 
three new ones, which have been already noticed in our cur- 
rent volume, (p. 8,) making, in all which have been describ- 
ed in our pages, twenty-three kinds. We have now to add 
eight more new seedlings, being a total of thirty-one species 
and varieties described at length in our pages. 

Yerbina specidsa. — A pretty variety, with delicate bright 
pink flowers; the umbels are of medium size; good shape, 
not flat, and in this respect superior to Eyredna. The who}e 
umbel remains in beauty some time;, the habit of the plant 
somewhat like Tweediedna. This variety, together with the 
next following, was raised, last season we believe, by Mr. 
Hogg, of New York. 

yerbina Pouillu. — Flowers lilac, af)proaching to a pale 
purple, between F. Binneydna and Eyredna, some of the 
florets occasionally having faint stripes of the tint of Eyre- 
dna. The umbels are good size, but not so conical as Twee- , 
diedna. The habit of the plant resembles F. Tweediedna, 
but is less free and rapid in its growth. Raised by Mr. 
Hogg. 

Yerbina Richardsdnii. — Very similar, in the color of the 
flowers, to that brilliant one, F. fulgens; but with little less 
of the velvety surface of the petals; umbels less dense and 
conical, and the florets not remaining so long expanded; some 
of the outer ones falling before the centre ones are fully blown, 
— a fault in some of the older varieties, which detracts from 
their merit. In the habit of the plant, it resembles the V. 
cham»drif<^lia, being, like that, more procumbent in its growth 
than the fulgens: for cultivation in beds it will be a fine kind, 
but for pots less desirable than some others. It was raised 
by John Richardson, Esq., of Dorchester, an amateur gen- 
tleman who has raised many fine seedling plants, and who is 
continually instituting experiments for the further production 
of superior varieties of various tribes, particularly of the 
rose^ phlox, and psony. 
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Yerbina Colcdrdn. — Deep crimson purple, rather richer in 
its tints than the Binneydna; the umbels large, good shape, 
the flowers opening together, and remaining some time in 
beauty. In the habit of the plant, it resembles the Tweedie- 
dna^ and is a free flowerer. It was raised by Mrs. Hibbert, 
of Philadelphia, at the same time with those described at p* 
127. It forms, with the F. Binney dna and P^pperi, a pretty- 
addition to the dark colored varieties. 

Verbina var. (Wales's seedling.) — In color between Fl 
Tweediedna and fulgens, which might be termed a deep scarlet. 
The umbel is fine shaped, and the largest of any of the varieties; 
the individual florets are also of large size, and the whole con* 
tour of the clusters showy and handsome. The plant, m its 
habit, approaches to V. Tweediedna, and, like that species, 
the foliage is vigorous, neat, and clean, and not subject to be 
attacked by insects; all these qualities combined, render this 
variety a valuable addition to the garden. It was raised hj 
Mr. W. Wales, of Dorchester, an excellent cultivator of 
plants, who has, in addition to this, a large number of seedlings 
of considerable merit. 

Yerbina Russillii. — This is a quite distinct variety. The 
umbels are large and compact^ and the individual flowers 
medium size. The color is a deep, rich, rosy crimson, ap- 
proaching, when first expanding, to a crimson purple, but 
gradually growing paler as they become longer exposed to the 
light. This peculiarity is more striking in this variety than in 
any other we have ever seen, and a great contrast is thus 
formed in each umbel, the inner florets being of a rich lake, 
while the outer ones are of a light rosy crimson. In addition 
to this, the florets have a very large yellow eye, extending 
from the base over nearly one third of the flower, and so 
distinctly marked, that the variety might well be entitled to the 
name of bicolor. The habit of the plant is rather erect, some- 
thing like incisa, but with neater and less vigorous foliage; the 
umbels are all elevated on long stems above the leaves. For 
pot cultivation, trained to a neat trellis, or in the border, tied 
up in the same manner, it is invaluable, but as a trailing varie- 
ty less desirable than some of the others. We have named it 
in compliment to our correspondent. Prof. Russell, whose 
communications have been among the roost interesting which 
have appeared in our pages, and to whom we are certain our 
readers feel greatly indebted for much useful information on 
botany and floriculture. We raised this variety last autumn, 
and it flQwered early in March, since which time it has been 
continually in bloom. 
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Yerhina Winchestirn. — Among the delicate tinted ones, 
this variety may claim a prominent place. It is lighter in 
the color of the flowers than the Eyredna, and the umbels 
are quite conical and compact, resembling the old Tweedie- 
dna sup^rba. The plant, which first flowered in April, is not 
yet of sufficient size to show its peculiar habit, but, from 
appearances, it seems to resemble Eyreiina, being strong and 
erect in its growth. It was raised from seed grown upon a 
plant of Binneydna, and it is singular that it should so far de- 
part from the color of its parent. It should be trained up to 
a neat trellis. 

We have named this variety in compliment to William P. 
Winchester, Esq. of Boston, a gentleman who possesses a pret- 
ty collection of plants, including many new and rare ones, which 
are successfully cultivated under his own care. 

Yerbina teucroides var. (pale blush.)— Similar to its parent, 
except in the color of the flowers, which is of a pale blush or 
flesh color. The habit of the plant, length of the spike of 
flowers, and vigor of growth, agree with the teucroides. This 
variety was raised from seed by Mr. Donald, of the Public 
Garden, where we saw it in flower a few weeks since, and 
where it probably may be seen in bloom all summer. It might 
be appropriately called incarniita, from the pale and delicate 
tint of the blossoms. 

Mr. Donald has also raised another variety, somewhat like 
F. Arrani(ina, but we did not notice it particularly, to de- 
scribe it. From its similarity to some of the other purples, it 
will be less esteemed than others. 

The whole of those which we have. here described are de- 
sirable varieties, and three or four of them the most superb 
which have yet been produced. We doubt not, however, but 
others will soon be raised, fully equalling the above. Indeed, so 
great are the changes which are constantly taking place through 
the seed, that we cease to be astonished at any results, and a 
vast improvement may yet be made, both in the size of the 
umbels and the color of the flowers. 

We shall try further experiments in the production of new 
varieties, and should we succeed in raising any very superior 
kinds, a description of the same, as well as of any other really 
floe one which may be produced by other cultivators, will be 
speedily given in our pages. 
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Art. IX. JSTotieeB of new and heauiiful Plants figured in 
the London FloricuUural and Botanical JUagazinea; mth 
Remarks on the Cultivation of many of the species^and some 
•Account of those which it would be desirable to introduce into 
our Gardens. 

Edwards* s Botanical Register, or Ornamental Flower Garden 
and Shrubbery. Each number containing from six to eight 
plates, with additional miscellaneous information, relative to 
new Plants. In monthly numbers; Ss. plain, Ss, 6d, colored. 

Paxton's Magazine of Botany y and Register of FloweHng Plants. 
Each number containing four colored plates. Monthly. 2«. 6d< 
each. Edited by J. Paxton, gardener to the Duke of Devon- 
shire. 

The Horticultural Journal, and Royal Ladies' Magazine. In 
monthly numbers, with one or more plates; Is. each. Edited 
by George Glenny. 

The Gardener^s Gazette, and Weekly Journal of Science and 
Literature. Weekly; price Gd. each. 

Floricultural and Botanical Intelligence. Torrey ^ Gray^s 
Flora of J^Torth Jlmerica. — Parts III, and IV. of this excel- 
lent work have just been published: we have not yet received 
our copy, but we learn from a friend, that these volumes are 
more interesting than the two first, and appear to have been 
got up with great labor and care. Much useful information is 
added by Dr. Gray, and a reference made to the original spe- 
cies, which Dr. Gray examined himself, while in Europe, 
in herbariums collected by those who first discovered and de- 
scribed the various American plants. We wish this important 
Work was more fully appreciated and extensively read. 

JV%to work, containing the papers and writings of the laie 
Mr. Knight. — It is announced in the London papers, receiv- 
ed by the latest arrivals, that a new work of much importance 
to the horticulturist and vegetable physiologist is now in pre- 
paratioa. It will comprise the papers and correspondence of 
the late President of the Horticultural Society, Thomas An- 
drew Knight, Esq., and also letters of some of the first botan- 
ists and naturalists in Europe. The materials, we believe, 
are in the hands of George Bentham, Esq., Secretary to the 
Horticultural Society, and Dr. Lindley, gentlemen, who, we 
doubt not, will do full justice to the life and services of so dis- 
tinguished a writer. 
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Eehinociicius EyrUsW. — This fine species has lately flow- 
ered in our collection in great elegance. Eight blossoms 
have expanded in the course of the past six weeks, and at one 
time four of them were fully opened: these four flowers 
were equally distributed over the plant, and in such a regular 
manner as Yo form, when in bloom, the corners of a square; 
all just of a size, the same length, and the flowers slightly turn- 
ed outward. The buds began to open about six o'clock in 
the afternoon, and by nine were in the greatest perfection. 
The flowers remained open until ten o'clock the next morn- 
ing, when they began to close, and very soon after had wholly 
shut up. We have never seen any of the cactus tribe 
which pleased us so much as the fine display of the four flow- 
ers on this plant. There are one or two more buds yet to ex* 
pand. 

Dtilitz\9i scibra^ a rare shrub, with long panicled spikes of 
white blossoms, has flowered finely at the nursery of Messrs. 
Winships, Brighton, and beautiful specimens have been ex- 
hibited by them at the Massachusetts Horticultural Society's 
room. It is a fine addition to our hardy shrubs, and should 
be found in every garden. We are not aware that it is, as yet, 
scarcely known, except by occasional notices in our pages, in 
this country. 

Magndlifk macrophylla, — This most noble species has flow- 
ered in the greatest splendor and vigor, at the residence of the 
Hon. P. C. Brooks, Medford. A flower which was kindly 
furnished us by Mr. Brooks, Jr. measured eight inches from 
the base of the flower to the tip of the petals; and thirty inches 
in the greatest circumference of the flower. This species is 
hardy, or at least is so much so, as to require only the slight 
protection of having its branches tied together, intermixed with 
a few pine boughs. 

We are astonished that an indigenous shrub, so truly grand, 
should be so extremely scarce in our gardens; yet we tieed 
not wonder, for even our common, though fragrant and pretty 
one, M. gla^ca, which can be obtained in abundance from its 
native locality, is rarely found in a cultivated state. We wish 
we could impress upon the whole gardening community thei 
importance of introducing into our gardens all the fine in- 
digenous plants with which our Flora abounds. The rhodo- 
dendrons, the kalmias, and the mngnolias, among the evergreen 
tribes; and the azaleas, the clethras, the andromedas, and 
other equally desirable and handsome plants, now rarely seen, 
except in their native habitats. The Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Society, aided by the liberality of T. Lee, Esq., holds 
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out ioducements sufficient to interest cultivators; but we fear 
that there are none who will be so interested as to become the 
recipients of the handsome premiums offered by the Society. 

Fine specimen of Roddnthe MangUsii. — A specimen of this 
fine annual was raised last summer, by Capt. Mangles, who 
first introduced it from New Holland, which measured eighteen 
inches high by fourteen broad, with above one thousand flow- 
ers expanded, and twice as many in bqd. The plant was 
brought to this extraordinary size by Mr. Goode, foreman to 
Mr. Henderson, Pine-apple Nursery, Edgeware Road. The 
seeds were sown April 5th, in peat, with a little loam, in pots. 
In May, the plants were transplanted, while in the seed leaf, and 
they were subsequently shifted six difierent times till about the 
middle of August; they were in No. 16 pots, [our No. 4 (six 
to seven inches in diameter,) — Ed.] and in the degree of per- 
fection mentioned. The Rod&nthe Mangl^sii has a great ten- 
dency to grow upward, without extending in breadth, but this 
is counteracted by frequent shifting, so as never to allow the 
roots completely to fill the pots. — ( Gard. Mag.) We found, 
in our cultivation of this pretty annual, this same tendency to 
run up; we shall this year try a few plants in the manner here 
recommended. — Ed. 

Hybrid Primroses. — A correspondent of the GardenerU 
Magazine states, that he has succeeded in producing some 
handsome hybrids between the polyanthus and the Chinese 
primrose. One of the varieties has a fine lilac flower, and 
was raised between a dark polyanthus and a fringed Chinese 
primrose. The other two, with shades of pale lilac, were 
the result of the pink Chinese primrose with the white [poly- 
anthus.] The former plant produced seven flower stems, 
with forty-three flowers in bloom, and sixty-four buds, making 
a total of one hundred and seven buds. Plant, seven inches 
high, fifteen inches across, in a 32 size, (our No. 3.) Leaves, 
drooping, and very much cut. The changeable flowered va- 
riety, which changes from a pure white to a rosy pink, had 
nine flower stems, with fifty-eight flowers in bloom, and seven- 
ty-one buds, making a total of one hundred and twenty-nine 
buds. Flowers, two inches in diameter. Plant, two feet 
across, and eight and a half inches high. — {Gard. Mag.) 
Hybridization is working wonders in the production of new and 
beautiful plants; we should be glad to see attempts made, by 
some of our more enthusiastic gardeners, to produce hybrids 
between the same plants that are mentioned above. — Ed. 
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Retiews. 

Art. I. «A eoneUe application of the principki of Structural 
Botany to HorticuUurej chiefly extracted from the work$ of 
Lindley^ Knight^ Herbert and others, with additions and 
adaptions to this climate. By J. E. Teschemacher. 
1 Vol. 16mo., pp. 90. C. C. Little and James Browo. 
Boston, 1840. 

Horticulture in this country, so far, has been in a great 
degree a practical science; few of those who have taken an in* 
terest in the pursuit have gone beyond mere experimental 
knowledge. Astonishing effects in cultivation have been pro- 
duced, but the cause from whence they arose has been a sub- 
ject of but slight investigation. This might naturaUy be ex- 
pected, while we are yet in the very infancy of an art, which, 
to be thoroughly and successfully practised, requires some re- 
search into various kindred branches of science, connected, in 
some degree, with a proper and judicious cultivation of soil. 
The want of a simple elementary work has tended to deter 
those who might be desirous of investigation, as the informa- 
tion sought after could only be found by examining many vol- 
umes of European publications, and searching through a vast 
quantity of matter foreign to the subject. The works of Dr. 
Lindley and the papers of Mr. Knight have, within a few past 
years, diffused much information upon physiological botany^ 
and the Outlines of HorticulturCj by the former author, re* 
published in New York, has already prepared the way for a 
similar one better adapted to our climate. Mr. Teschem- 
acher, by drawing somewhat upon this author, has succeeded 
in presenting the community with a very interesting work, the 
object and character of which we cannot better convey to our 
readers, than by quoting the prefatory remarks. 

The combiDation of pmctioal skill and experience with scientific 
investigation and knowledge, the former giving results, the Intter af- 
fording reasons for these results, and sketching the outlines of farther 
experiments, has always apfieared the surest ground of obtaining in- 
formation of the greatest value on all subjects of natural science. 

A concise and simple explanation of some of the prominent facta 
and laws of vegetable physiolo^, so that they might become known 
to, and ffuide those agriculturists and horticulturists, whose time is 
too much occupied to permit them to go into the detail of the reason- 
ing involved in the numerous ezperimenta scattered through many 
volumes and periodioaUy must be of advantage. 
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The yaluable experiments of Knight, the works of Lindley, De- 
candoUe, Herbert, and others, the compilations of Loudon, and some 
of the results of the extraordinary attention paid, within the Inst fif- 
teen years throughout Europe, to the laws and operations of vegeta- 
ble life, added to my own experience and study of this subject, com- 
pose the basis on which this little publication is founded. 

The subject of manure, and the properties of soils, do not strictly 
belong to structural botany, but the few details inserted regarding 
them, cannot be thought mi:<placed. 

The diseases of plants must be left to the entomologist, as far as 
the insects which infest them are concerned, and to the cryptogamist 
as respects the injuries inflicted by fungi, lichens and mosses. Nor 
are there any channels into which the labors of those who are devot- 
ed to such branches, can be diverted with more interest to themselves 
or value to mankind. 

It cannot be denied that many of the advantageous practices in 
horticulture and agriculture have been discovered by the mere prac- 
tical roan, without any deductions from science or the laws of vege- 
tation. Yet it is probable, that, bad the knowledge of these laws 
been earlier and more widely disseminated, these advantages would 
have been sooner known, and more generally diffused than they are 
at present. Many are disinclined to adopt a new course, and reject 
the old one to which they have been long attached, without some 
very palpable and sufficient reasons for the change. But one im- 
provement introduced and properly accounted for, paves the way for 
others, and the mind is prepared to inquire. In this country, partic- 
ularly, such a frame of mind is prevalent, and has produced veir im- 
portant results in agriculture; it will do the same in horticulture, 
now comparatively in its infancy. 

It seemed, therefore, that the separation of a few of the principal 
facts concerning the structure and parts of vegetables, from the other 
masses of botanical knowledge with which tbey are usually publish-* 
ed, and their application to the practice of horticulture, could not fail 
to be favorably received in this community. 

A complete treatise on these subjects cannot be expected in a 
work of this nature, but if the facts and reasoning give rise to new 
experiments, and produce results favorable to the progress of horti- 
culture or agriculture, the object of the publication will be complete- 
ly answered. 

This little work is divided into the following subjects: — 
General nature of Plants — Root — Stem — Leaf-buds — Leaves 
— Flowers — Stamens and Pistils — Fruit — Seed — Sap — Air 
and Light — Perspiration — Cuttings — Scions — Transplantation 
— Manures. 

The following chapters, on cuttings and scions, will show the 
manner in which Mr. Teschemacher treats the subject: — 

Chitiingi, — When a separate portion of a plant is caused to pro- 
duce new roots and branches, and to increase an individual, it is a 
cutting. 

Cuttings are of two sorts,— cuttings properly so called, and eyei, 

A cutting consists of an internodium, (space between bud and bud,) 
or a part of one, with its nodus and leaf-bud. 

Wnen the internodium is plunged in the earth, it attracts flaid from 
the soil, and nourishes the bud until it can feed itself. ' 

The bud, feeding at first upon the matter in the internodium, grad- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Principles of Stnictwral Botany. 263 

iially eloiif^tes upwards into a braoch, and sends organized matter 
downwards, which becomes roots. 

As soon as it has established a communication with the soil, it be-« 
comes a new individual, exactly like that from which it was taken. 

As it is the action of the leaf-buds that causes growth in a cutting, 
it follows that no cutting without a leaf-bud will grow; 
^ Unless the cutting has great vitality and power of forming adven- 
titious leaf-budsj which sometimes happens. 

An eye is a leaf-bud without an internodium. 

It only differs from a cutting in having no reservoir of food on which 
to exist, and in emittiug its roots immediately from the base of the 
leaf-bud into the soil. 

As cuttings will very oAen, if not always, develop leaves before 
any powerful connection is formed between them and the soil, they 
arej^culiarly liable to suffer from perspiration. 

Hence the importance of maintnining their atmosphere in an uni- 
form state of humidity, as is effected by putting bell or other glasses 
over them. 

In this case, however, it is necessary that, if air-tight covers are 
employed, such as bell-glasses, they should be from time to time re- 
moved and replaced, for the sake of getting rid of excessive humidity. 

Layers differ from cuttings in ngthing, except that they strike root 
into the soil while yet adhering to the parent plant. 

Whatever is true of cuttings is true of layers, except that the latter 
are not liable to suffer by evaporation, because of their communica- 
tion with the parent plant. 

As cuttings strike roots into the earth by the action of leaves or 
leaf-buds, it might be supposed that they will strike most readily 
when the leaves or leaf-buds are in their greatest vigor. 

Nevertheless, this power is controlled so much bjr the peculiar vital 
powers of different species, and by secondary considerations, that it 
IS impossible to say that this is an absolute rule. 

Thus dahlias, and other herbaceous plants, will strike root freely 
when cuttings are very young; and heaths, azaleas, and other hard 
wooded plants, only when the wood has just begun to harden. 

The former is, probably, owing to some specific vital excitability, 
the force of which we cannot appreciate; the latter either to a kind 
of torpor, which seems to seize such plants when their tissue is once 
emptied of fluid, or to a natural slowness to send downwards woody 
matter, whether for wood or not, which is the real cause of theur 
wood being harder. 

If ripened cuttings are upon the whole the most fitted for multipli- 
cation, it is because their tissue is less absorbent than when younger, 
and they are less likely to suffer from either repletion or evaporation. 

For to gorge tissue with food, before leaves are in action to decom- 
pose and assimilate it, is as prejudicial a^to empty tissue by the ac- 
tion of leaves, before spongioles are prepared to replenish it. 

For this reason pure silex, in which no stimulatmg substances are 
contained, (silver sand,) is the best adapted for promoting the rooting 
of cuttings that strike with difficulty. 

And, for the same reason, cuttings, With what gardeners call a heel 
to them, or a piece of the older wood, strike root more readily than 
such as are nut so protected. The greater age of the tissue of the 
heel renders it less absorbent than tissue that is altogether newly 
formed. 

It is to avoid the bad effect of evaporation, that a proportion of the 
leaves are usually removed from a cutting, when it is first prepared. 
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The method of striking cuttings id double pots, the outer filled with 
earth, in which the cuttings are placed with the ends inserted in the 
earth, touching the sides of the inner one, which is kept filled with 
water, has, for the above reason, been attended with success. 

The directions for propagating by cuttings, in European publica- 
tions, generally state the month for placing them in the earth; these 
directions would be apt to mislead in this country, where the difier* 
ence of temperature ripens wood at a different period. 

Cuttings will strike at any period of the year when the young wood 
is sufficiently ripe, and the plant is continuing its growth, but not 
when it is in a state of rest. 

Seiom.—k scion is a cutting which is caused to grow upon another 
plant, and not in earth. 

Scions are of two sorts,-— scions, properly so called, and budi. 

Whatever is true of cuttings is true also of scions, all circumstanc* 
es being equal. 

When a 'scion is fitted on to another plant, it attracts fluid from it 
for the nourishment of its leaf-buds, until the^ can feed themselves. 

Its buds thus fed, gradually ^row upwards into branches, and send 
woody matter downwards, which is analogous to roots. 

At the same time the cellular substance of the scion and its 9toek 
adheres so as to form a complete organic union. 

The woody matter descending from the buds passes through the 
eellular substance into the stock, where it occupies the same situation 
as would have been occupied by woody matter supplied by bads be- 
longing to the stock itself. 

Once united, the scion covers the wood of the stock with new 
wood, and causes the nroduction of new roots. 

But the character or the woody matter sent down by the scion over 
the wood of the stock, being determined by the cellular tissue, which 
has exclusively a horizontal development, it follows that the wood of 
the stock will always remain apparently the same, although it is fur- 
nished by the scion. 

While the preparations of the juices being effected by the leaves of 
the scion, the produce thereof will be the same as the species from 
which the scion was taken. 

Some scions will grow upon a stock without being able to transmit 
any woody matter into it; as some cacti, which have only a small 
central development of woody tissue. 

When this happens, the adhesion of the two takes place by the cel- 
lular substance only, and the union is so imperfect that a slight de- 
gree of violence suffices to dissever them. 

And in such cases the buds are fed by their woody matter, which 
absorbs the ascending sap from the stock at the point where the ad- 
hesion has occurred; and the latter, never augmenting in diameter, is 
finallv overgrown by the scion. 

When, in such instances, the communicatioh between the stock 
and the scion is so much interrupted, that the sap can no longer as- 
cend with sufficient rapidity into the branches, the latter die; as in 
many peaches. 

This incomplete union between the scion and its stock, is owing to 
some constitutional or organic difference in the two. 

Therefore care should be taken that when plants are grafted on 
one another, their constitution should be as nearly as possible identi- 
cal. 
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As adhesion of only an imperfect nature takes place when the sci- 
on and stock are, to a certain decree, dissimilar in consrittition, so 
wilt no adheMion whatever occur when their constitutional differences 
arc very decided. 

Hence it is only species very nearly allied in nature that can be 
grafted on each other. 

A<i only similar tissues will unite, it is necessary, in applying a sci- 
on to the stock, that similar parts should be carefully adapted to each 
other; as bark to bark, cambium to cambium, and alburnum to al- 
burnum. 

The second is more especially requisite, because it is through the 
cambium that the woody matter, sent downwards by the buds, must 
j>ass; and also because cambium itself, being organizing matter in an 
incipient state, will more readily form an adhesion than any other 
part. 

The same principles apply to budi, which are to scions precisely 
what eyes are to cuttings. 

Inarching is the aai he with reference to grafting that layering ii 
with reference to striking by cuttings. 

It serves to maintain the vitality of a scion until it can form an ad- 
hesion with its stock; and must be considered as the most certain 
mode' of grafting. 

^ It is probable that every species of flowering plant, without excep- 
tion, may be multiplied by grafting. 

Nevertheless, there are many species, and even tribes, that never 
have been grafted. 

It has been found, that in the vine and the walnut this difficulty cair 
be overcome by attention to their peculiar constitutions; and it if 
probable that the same attention will remove supposed difficulties in 
the case of other species. 

It is certain that scions thrive better on some stocks, even of the 
•ame species, than others, and that this depends somewhat on the 
soil in which the stock grows; this is a subject, however, on which 
there has been so much discussion, and on which practical experi- 
ence has yet so much to develop, that no certain general rules can he 
laid down, particularly in this country. 

From what has been said on perspiration, it seems that the prac- 
tice of budding on the northern side of stems must be correct. 

Mr. Knight often applied two ligatures to his buddings on peach 
trees, one above the bud, across the transverse incision, the other be- 
low: this last was taken off as soon as the bud adhered, the upper 
one was left on; thus obstructing the flow of the sap upwards and 
throwing it into the bud, which then vegetated early, and produced 
blossoms the following spring. As soon as the new shoot had attain- 
ed about four inches in length, the upper bandage was removed, and 
the snp suffered to flow freely. By following this practice with roses, 
and by judicious heading down, I have obtained very large and healthy 
bushes on the top of a single straight stem the third year. 

We commend this volume to amateurs and gardeners, as- 
sured that they will find in it a great deal of valuable and xnuch 
needed information. 

VOL. Ti. — NO. vn. 84 
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Art. IL The Young Oardttur^B Assistant; containing a 
Catalogue of Garden and Flower Seeds, toith practical di- 
rections^ under each head, for the cultivation of Culinary 
Vegetables and Fhwers; also directions for cultivating FruU 
Trees, the Grape Vine, ^c; to which is added a Calendar, 
showing the work to be done every month in the year. Eighth 
edition, improved. By T. Bridoeman. 1 Vol. 8?o. 
408 pages. New York. 

We noticed one of the former editions of this work in our 
Vol. III.^ p. 262. Mr. Bridgeman has added much new and 
original matter to this, the eighth edition, as well as arranged 
the whole in a concise and simple manner. *We can again re- 
cord our approbation of this volume, and commend it to those 
who are seeking for interesting information upon the cultivation 
of flowers, fruits and vegetables. 



Art. III. Report of the JigricuUural Meeting, held in Bos^ 
ton, Jan. 13, 1840; containing the remarks, on that occo* 
sion, of the Hon. D. Webster, of the U. S. Senate, and of 
Prof. Silliman, of Yale College, Conn.; wUh JVotet by H. 
Colman, Commisstaner of the JijgrieuUural Survey, ram- 
phlet 8vo. pp. 86. Salem, 1840. 

DuRiNo the two past winters, the commissioner of the 
i^ricultural survey of the State, has held regular meetings 
every week, or fortnight, during the season at which the 
General Court were assembled together. At these meetings 
discussions have taken place upon the most important topics 
connected with farming, and the range of subjects has been 
very extensive, especially the past winter. The cultivation of 
corn and wheat, and particularly the production of silk and 
beet sugar, have been discussed at length, and much informa- 
tion connected with the subject, obtained by the commissioner, 
who has embodied the same in his last report. These meet- 
ings were ver^ well attended, and some of them were of the 
most ioterestmg character. 
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Mr. Webster having relumed from Europe in the autumn, 
be was requested by the commissioner to address the meeting, 
at its first opening for the year; he did so, in the neat and ex- 
cellent speech which is the subject of the present notice. 
Prof. Silliman also addressed the meeting, and his remarks 
were added to those of Mr. Webster. The notes by Mr. 
Colman are explanatory of some of the remarks made by Mr. 
Webster. It will not be expected that we should copy any of 
these speeches; but we are so much pleased with Mr. Web* 
ster's opening remarks upon the climate and soil of Britain, 
as compared with ours, that we cannot omit to quote it, be- 
lieving that the same will be as interesting to the horticulturist 
as the agriculturist. 

''The climate of England difTers essentially from that of thifl country. 
England is on the western side of the eastern, and we on the eastern 
side of the western continent. The climate of each country is mate- 
rially affected by its respective situation in relation to the ocean. The 
winds, which prevail roost, both in this country and in Eni^land, are 
from the west; it is known that the wind blows, in our latitudes, from 
some point west to some point east, on an average of years nearly or 
quite three daj^s out of four. These facts are familiar. The conse- 
quences resulting froiA them are, that our winters are colder, and our 
summers much hotter than ia England. Our latitude is about that of 
Oporto, yet the temperature is very different. On these accounts, 
therefore, the maturing of the crops in England and the power of us- 
ing these crops, creates a material difference between its agriculture 
and ours. It may be supposed that our climate must resemble that 
of China in the same latitudes; and this fact may have an essential 
bearing upon that branch of agriculture which it is proposed to intro- 
duce among us, the production of silk. 

''The second point of difference between the two countries lies in 
the soil. The soil of England is mainly argillaceous; a soft and unc- 
tuous 109m upon a substratum of clay. This may be considered as 
the predominant characteristic in the parts which he visited. The 
soil m some of the southern counties of England is thinner; some of 
it is what we should call stony; much of it is a free gravell£soil, with 
some small part, which with us would be called sandv. Through a 
^reat extent of country this soil rests on a deep bed of chnlk. Ours 
IS a granite soil. There is granite in Great Britain: but this species 
of soil prevails in Scotland, a part of the country wnich more resem- 
bles our own. We may have lands as good as any in England. Our 
alluvial soils on Connecticut river and in some other parts of the 
country, are equal to any lands; but these have not, ordinarily, a 
wide extent of clay subsoil. The soil of Massachusetts is harder^ 
more granitic, less abounding in clay, and altogether more stony, than 
the soil of England. The surface of Massachusetts is more uneven, 
more broken with mountain ridges, more diversified with hill and dale, 
and more abundant in streams of water, than that of England." 

Prof. Siliiman's remarks were directed to the improvement 
which is still to be made in our soils, by the application of 
proper manures. Chemical knowledge among farmers is much 
needed, to enable than to judge of the nature and qualities of 
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their soils, and to enrich them by the addition of such manures 
as will afibrd the greatest food for particular crops. 

We recommend this pamphlet to the attention of farmers: 
they will find it worthy of the talents of the distinguished gen- 
tlemen who addressed the meeting. 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Art. I. General Notiees. 

Radiation from Treei. — As a proof of the cold produced in solid 
suhstances, bv radiation in a clear atmosphere, Dr. Gu^rin has ascer- 
tained, as had been previously done by Wells, thai the temperature of 
trees and shrubs is much inferior to that of the air. On January 24, 
1837, at seven, A. M., the air being U^ 8' per cent., the snow adher- 
iuj^ to the branches of a cypress, and other plants and shrubs, was 
14^ S\ and 15^, that is to say, 8^ 5' lower than the air. {Jamieson^i 
Edin, Jour,, Oct. 1880, p. 376, in Gard, Mag.) 

MMia sdtiva, — This new oil plant, first brought into notice in this 
Magazine, by M. Hertz, of Stutigard, has been grown on a consider- 
able scale last summer, by Mr. Taylor, at Holbrooke, near Ipswich. 
One acre of very poor, stiff, clay loam, which, otherwise, would have 
been left a naked fallow, was sown on March 5th with five pounds of 
seed, and about the middle of August the crop was mown and dried 
like hay, and carried to the barn and threshed. The produce was 
thirty-three bushels of fine seed: eight bushels of ihis seed weigh 
three hundred and twenty pounds; and three hundred and twenty 
pounds yielded five hundred pounds of oil, and one hundred and eight 
pounds of oil cake. The total product of the acre was two hundred 
and fiAy pounds of oil, and four hundred and ten pounds of oil cake. 
The oil is worth five shillings a gallon of seven pounds; so that, inde- 
pendently of the oil cake as food for cattle, and of the straw as ma- 
nure, the oil produced nearly £9 (forty dollars) the acre. — {Gard, 
Mag,) We have already noticed the introduction of this species to 
Britain, (Vol. V. p. 227.) Might it not be successfully cultivated in 
this country? and mi^ht not an enormous crop be gathered on the rich 
prairies of the West? We trust that some enterprising farmer will 
be induced to give it a trial— Ed. 

To deitroy worms. — A correspondent has sent us McDougal*8 
recipe, which is: — Roll the lawn twice, then water it with lime water 
at the rate of one part of lime to ten gallons of water. The operation 
twice performed, will destroy every worm, without injuring the grass. 
Or, mix a quarter of an ounce of common sublimate with three gal- 
lons of water, and the same effect will be produced.— /(£., 

Preserving carrots for winter lue.^ln VoL XV. of the Gardener*s 
Magazine^ Mr. Forsyth recommends that carrots should be stowed 
away for winter use, with about an inch of top to each. 1 beg to say, 
that I have practised the reverse of this mode, for a number of years. 
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with complete success. Instead of leaving one inch of top to each 
root, I have the whole crown cut off, or, as the men term it, cut in to 
the quick. This prevents the carrots from vegetating in the spring, • 
and thus preserves the saccharine matter, as well as the fine flavor of 
the carrot till June, or longer; properties that render carrots, when 
preserved in this manner, far superior to carrots that are either sown 
m hot-beds during the spring, or those that have stood out during the 
winter; neither of which kinds do I grow, except in case of a short 
supply of the others. 

I have recommended the same plan to be adopted in stowing Swed- 
ish turnips (Ruta Baga,) that are intended for spring consumption; 
and this plan is very much approved of in this neighborhood, as, when 
they are brought out of the store in March or April, they will be found 
to possess all the feeding qualities that they did when stowed away. 
The only, but very important thing to be guarded against is, not to al- 
low them to 1)0 put too thick together, as, in that case, they would 
heat and spoil. The north side of barns or buildings is the best situa- 
tion for storing the roots, {Gard. Mag.) 

Mian Cunninghamy the colonial botanist, at Sidney , died there on the 
37th of June, 1839. His death was in consequence ofa series of colds, 
caught during the rainy season, in his last unfortunate travels in New 
Zealand. A biographical notice of his death will be prepared, which 
will be nublis>hed in the Gardener'a Magazine, (Id.) 

Pursk, the American botanist. — In the suburbs of Montreal lie the 
remains of poor Pursh, — Pursh, who had done so much for the eluci- 
dation of the botany of America, lies here; with no monument, not 
even a tablet, to pomt out the last resting-place of this most enthusi- 
astic, most indefutigable man. Far be it from me to depreciate the 
valuable services of my countryman, Mr. David Douglas, but, were 
the two eminent botanists compared together, who would lose by the 
comparison, Pur^^h or Douglas? Yet the former is passed over m si- 
lence, while the latter is to be rendered immortal. I sincerely hope 
this brief allusion to the subject will not be considered obtrusive; and 
if it would only induce some more influential person to take up tjie 
mattter, and verify the old adage, ''better late than never," it certain- 
ly would, in my opinion, be only awarding a just tribute to departed 
worth. I have the most positive proof, that if a subscription were 
commenced by European botanists, it would be warmly responded to 
by various individuals in Montreal. — (Gard. Mag.) The above par- 
agraph we extract from a long communication, in the February num- 
ber of Loudon^i Magazine, by our correspondent, Mr. Gordon, 
(whose article on the method of grafting apple trees upon the roots, 
appears in a previous page of this number,) who made a tour through 
the Canadas laf!t autumn, commencing at the Falls of Niagara, and 
from thence to Toronto; from Toronto to Hami]ton, and from the 
latter place to the shores of Lakes Erie and Huron to Toronto again 
by another route, and from thence to Montreal; traversing upwards 
of twelve hundred miles. Mr. Gordon gives a faithful account of the 
progress of gardening in the Canadas, and particularly describes many 
of the fine gardens in and around Toronto and Montreal. 

We sincerely hope that Mr. Gordon's allusion to the remains of 
Pursh may receive the attention of botanists. It is certainly not too 
late to accord to Pursh the merit which his eminent services demand- 
ed while alive, by erecting over his remains some monument, to mark 
the burial place of so distmguished a botanist. We doubt not that ev- 
ery American botanist and admirer of plants will contribute liberally 
to so worthy an object. — Ed. 
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Art. II. Foreign Notieei, 
ENGLAND. 

Cfdtivation of Vines in Pots. — At the autumn pruning of vines in 
houses, shoots of well-ripened wood, perfectly firm, with prominent 
buds, are to be selected, and pi need in large pots of sand, protected 
from the frost until the month of February, when the eyes are to be cue 
out, with a small portion of the wood, in the same way as the rose, 
before taking the wood from the bark, and inserted separately into 
60-sized pots, for the purpose of making plants to fruit the following 
year. The reason of placing each singly in 60-sized pots is, to pre- 
vent any check from shifting them from one pot to anotner. As good 
fruit depends much upon the perfecting of the wood, it is of the ut- 
most importance that the growth be not retarded, which must be the 
case if more than one eye is placed in each pot; being divided when 
shifted, the roots are likely to be broken, and their growth much re- 
tarded until new spongelets are produced. When the eyes are pot- 
ted off and well watered, they are to be placed in a frame on dung 
heat with a temperature varying from 65° to 70° Fahr.; kept close 
until they begin to push through the soil, when air is to be admitted 
by degrees, watering the roots and overhead when necessary, until 
the pots are filled with roots; then potted into larger sized pots to keep 
them growing, and on no account to stop the leading shoot; being so 
luxuriant they will burst some of the mam eyes which are to produce 
fruit the following season. All laterals and tendrils to be removed as 
soon as they appear. The plants the next time of shifting, which is 
to be done before the roots are allowed to get matted, should be re- 
moved to a vinery or stove with a temperature of 70° or 75°; trained 
up the trellis under the lights, or on the back wall, there to remain 
until the wood is perfectly matured; air being gradually admitted, to 
prepare them for the next situation. It is the practice with many 
gardeners to place their vines in the open air, or to take the lights off 
their houses to mature the wood; but he would always prefer to ad- 
mit air during the day, apply a little fire heat, and close up with a 
dry atmosphere at night. The plants should be placed in a favoura- 
ble situation in the open air, where they would not receive too much 
wet; it is best to elevate the pots on boards or bricks, and fill up the 
interstices between and over the tops of the pots to the height of six 
inches, that the roots may receive no injury from frost, and where 
they are to remain until wanted for forcing. The compost for strik- 
ing the eyes to consist of two thirds rich gritty pasturage loam to one 
third well pulverized old tan. The compost for growing and fruiting 
the plants to consist of two thirds loam, and one third well decompos- 
ed butcher's garbage, with a small portion of old tan. The pots in 
which they are to produce fruit to be the twelfth or eighth size; the 
last shifting to be performed in September. The plants will require 
no shifting when placed in the house to force; if shifted when forcing 
is commenced, they will produce a superabundance of wood, which 
would be injurious to the quality of th(! fruit. About the end of De- 
cember, or beginning of January, he prunes his vines, leaving only 
three or four eyes to produce fruit: a portion, or the whole of them, 
where a succession is not required, may be placed in a pit on a gentle 
bottom heat of either leaves or tan, not exceeding 65°; toe atmosphere 
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of the pit not ranging above 60^, syringing when necesaary > and wa- 
tering with deer-dung monare water. When the buds begin to bunt, 
fire heat to be applied by flues, or, by what he considers preferable, 
hot water pipes. The vines to be stopped one joint above the fruit, 
removing all laterals, and allowing three bunches to remain for each 
pot; the atmosphere should not be allowed to rise higher than 65^, 
until the grapes begin to expand their bloom, when it may be gradu- 
ally raised to 70°. When tne fruit is set, the berries to he thinned; 
when stoning, the temperature of the house to be reduced a little, as 
much excitement at that particular time will cause them to become 
stunted; water to be given sparingly at that period of their growth, 
but to be applied copiously when the berries begin to swell. When 
they begin to change color, the temperature to be raided to 75°, as 
heat and light are now the principal agents by which they are brought 
to the greatest perfection; heat is the agent by which the aqueous 
matter contained in the berry is changed to the saccharine, and color 
is communicated to the fruit by the influence of light. It is of the 
greatest importance to know the sun's declination, with the latitude 
in which a gardener is placed, to ascertain the proper angle, at the 
season the fruit is to ripen, to command the most vertical sun. The 
sorts recommended for forcing in pots are, Black Hamburfp, White 
Muscadine, Black Prince, White Muscat, and Black Esperione. In 
conclusion, he objected to the coiling system of growing vines in pots. 
Mr. Caie observed: As light is one of the chief aeents of vegetable 
life, he agreed with Mr. Judd in the great utility of constructmg the 
roofs of hot-houses with such an angle that the sun's rays may fall 
perpendicularly at the particular time the crop is expected to ripen. 
Mr. Keane remarked that vines raised from eyes produced the uest 
plants; lajrers, when cqt from the parent plant, are deprived of a 
great portion of sap, the vessels contract, and, consequently, the 
growth of the plant is much retarded; cuttings are objectionable for 
nearly similar reasons. He objected to butcher's garbage, as vines 
would grow too luxuriant to fruit the first season; would also, in 
pruning them, cut down to two buds, and take particular care to force 
them gently that the buds may break regularly. He observed, when 
vines were planted outside, and heat applied to the house, ihey were 
excited to put forth shoots; ihe sap was elaborated by the leaves, and 
when it descended to the roots it was chilled by the cold; the circula- 
tion was retarded until the roots were excited by the influence of the 
sun, when the sap was propelled through the branches to cause a 
second growth, which, for want of regularity of temperature, must be 
injurious to the future crop. He objected to the system adopted by 
many gardeners of cutting away so much wood at their winter prun- 
ings, as he preferred to regulate the tree by nipping off all supera- 
bundant wood in the summer. Mr. Caie also objected to the system 
of cutting out much wood. In pruning all trees and plants, their 
habits should be properly understood; a proper equilibrium should be 
kept up between the roots and the branches, rie always saw the 
best crops of grapes grown upon small short-jointed and well-ripened 
wood. That the cause of vines pushing out strong, rampant, and 
unproductive shoots, was to be attributed to improper pruning, 
through an ignorance of the principle of what the tree is able to bear. 
Mr. Judd remarked, in objection to Mr. Keane's observations, that 
he preferred to cut back and allow four eyes to remain; as there 
would be a better chance, if it so happened that one or two of them 
failed to swell. In forcing vineries, he always covered the borders to 
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excite the roots, as the suceeBS of the crop most essentially depended 
upon the proper temperature of the roots. From the regulnrity of 
temperature, he never saw a shanked bunch of grapes in the pot cul- 
ture of ihe vine. Mr. Caie af^reed with Mr. Judd, that the shanking 
and sihrivelling of grapes were principally caused by an unequal tem- 
perature, HA in late vineries he scarcely ever saw a shanked bunch of 
grapes. Mr. Keane was decidedly opposed to the coiling system of 
fjfrowing vines in pots, a system which by unfair means was puffed 
into public notice. Many of the magazine-reading gentry ex|>ecte<l 
their gardeners ous^ht to grow them ns well as they were reported to 
be grown at Welbeck; and, as they had not the opportunity of sending 
scores to the rnt-heap, their failures were charitably attributed to their 
ignorance. (Gard. Mag,) 



Art. III. DomesHe Notices, 



Eekinoedetus EyrihVu — In my last communication, on the flowering 
of the Ecbinoc&ctus Eyridsit, in the green-house of Mr. F. Putnam, 
I mentioned that two or three wooTy protuberances were visible, 
which were then considered to be flower-buds: two or three have 
proved the presumption to be correct, as they have since expanded 
their beautiful and fragrant flowers. The growth has been nearly 
imperceptible from day to day, until Tuesday, June 9ih, when it be- 
gan to be very rapid, and thus continued unabated to the time of ex- 
pansion, which took place on Thursday aAernoon, June 11th; at 
seven, that evening, it was fully expanded, and on the next day. as 
with the others, it was entirely closed by sunset. I'here are two 
more similar buds on the same plant. The seed vessels of the three 
preceding flowers are considerably swollen; the stems and petals still 
pendent, though very much shrivelled. A continuation of the ac- 
count of this highly interestini; and curious plant, during its period of 
flowering, I will send you, if desirable. — Four*, ^J-c, F., Salem, June, 
1840. [Our correspondent will oblige us by continuing his notice of 
this beautiful species. — Ed.] 

V&eea gloridsa, — A fine specimen of this showy plant is now open- 
ing its blossoms in the garden of Mrs. Bigelow of Medford. It will 
probably remain in beautv a week or two, and will be well worth 
seeing Iw every lover of plants. We shall endeavor to give some ac- 
count of it in our next. — Ed, 

The Middlesex Horticultural Society, at Lowell, held one of its 
exhibitions on Wednesday, June 17tb. The exhibition was well at- 
tended,and a great variety of flowers and fruits were exhibited. Wo 
shall give some account of the meetings throughout the seasc^n in our 
December number. — Id, 

Essex County Natural History Society, — The annual meeting of 
thitf society was held in Salem on Wednesday, June 17th, on which 
occasion there was a fine exhibition of flowers at the society's room. 
Among the articles exhibited was a Norfork Island pine, (Arauci^ria 
imbrickta,} four years from the seed, exhibited by Mr. Driver. In 
the evenmg an address was delivered before the members and othen 
by Professor Russell, of Chelmsford.— Icf. 
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Abt. IY. Mas$aehuieU$ Hortieuliural Society^ 

Oiir report of the transactions of the Society being incomplete, we 
have brought them up to the present date, by copying the same from 
the records of the Secretary. 

Saturday, March 7th, — This was a stated meeting of the Society. 
William Ofiver, Vice-President, in the chair. . 

The'^Treasurer's report on the estimated income and expenses of 
the Society for the current year, was read and accepted. The Treas- 
urer was mstructed to subscritie for Hovey's Magazine of HortictLl" 
ture, from the commencement of the third volume, (^the first and sec- 
ond having been presented fo the Society by the Editor;) and also to 
subscribe for the Yankee Farmer from the commencement of the 
present year. 

Messrs. T. Lee, W. Oliver, and S. Walker were appointed a 
committee upon the subject of procuring a new diploma for the So- 
cietv. 

Messrs. L. P. Grosvenor, R. Manning, and B. V. French were ap- 
pointed a committee to consider the subject of procuring casts of fruits 
for the use of the Society, and report at a future meeting. 

The sum of three hundred dollars was voted to be appropriated as 
premiums for 1840, to be distributed as follows:— one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars for the Flower Committee — one hundred and twen 
ty-five dollars for the Fruit Committee — and fifty dollars for the Veg- 
etable Committee. 

The premium of twenty dollars for destroying the rose slug, (in 
connection with that offered by Mr. Lee, who liberally paid one half 
the aniouht,) was voted fit this meeting. See p. S33. 

Messrs. J. J. Dixwell and A. Bowditch, of Boston, were admitted 
subscription members. 

March 36/A. — This was an adjourned meeting from the last. Mr. 
Yose, the President, in the chair. 

^ Presented. — Van Bergen's Addresi, and Mr. Dean's t^logy, on the 
lifb and character of the Hon. Jesse Buel, delivered before the Horti- 
cultural Society of the Vallev of the Hudson. 

Mrs. Bigelow, of Medforcf, was unanimously admitted an honorary 
member. 

Aaron Willard, of Boston, was admitted a subscription member. 

.ipril 18(A.~An adjourned meeting. Mr. Vose, the President, in 
the chair. 

Z: Hosmer, of Boston, was admitted a subscription member. 

.^pril ftbth, — An adjourned meeting. The President in the chair. 

Read, — A letter from Mr. Dahney, Consul at Fayal, accompanied 
with a donation of tropical fruits. The thanks of the Society were 
voted to Mr. Dubney. A letter from Henry Sheafe, accompanyinff a 
donation of peas and lentils, received from Germany, it was votea to 
distribute the seeds among the members. 

May 33i.— Adjourned from April 25th. The President in the 
chair. 

It was voted to give notice of the weekly meetings of the Society by 
publishing the same in the Daily Advertiser, and Evening Transcript, 
twice a week for two weeks, and in the Evening Gazette once a week 
for two weeks. 

vot. VI. — Ro. VII. 35 
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William C. Bond. Jr., of Cnmbridge, was admitted a subscription 
member. 

Jtfay SOlh."- Exhibited. Flowers:— From S. WaJker, bouqueto of 
pcBoniHH, logeH, Lyrhiiis Flo^tci^cuM, 8ic., with a fine display of new 
and l>eautif(il pansies* From A. Bowdirrh, large and showy bou- 
quets, rnnipused of geraniums, roses, Sen I)i6dn atropurpdrea, and pan- 
sies. From Rufus Howe, iHuiqiiets. From J. Hovey, Roxbury, 
bouquets. From J. A. Kenrick, larj^e liouquet.4. From Hovey &> 
Co., bouquets. From Misses Sumner, bouquets. W. Kenrirk ex- 
hibited a very fine collection, some of which were as follows :^- 
Tris, four kinds, Peednia, four kinds. Laburnum, yellow flowering 
horse chestnut, Harrison's yellow rose, /iemeroc&llis fikva, purple 
beech, and WistkrtaConsequi^JMi, the blooms cut from a plant grow- 
ing in the open air, unprotected. Froiq Dr. Eustis, a fine specimea 
of ^Trica ventric6sa. 

Native flowers:— From Dr. T. M. Harris, perfect specimens of 
Convalli^ria trif6lia, and canadensis, Dracie^na boreklis; these were 
accompanied with a letter which appears at p. 345. From a ladv, a 
large collection of indigenous plants, among which we noticed Azalea 
nudifl6ra, Jlfyo^dtis palusitris, Tridsteum perfolii^tum, Fiola aciita 
and pub^scens, Ar^lia nudicatilis and hispida, HypiSxis er^cta, Con- 
vallaria trif6lia, bif6lia, stellkta, racem6sa, multifl6ra and canaliculkta, 
Trillium c^rnuum, Med^o/a virginica, C41la paltistris, Sarrac^nia 
^urpQrea, Ci.«tus canaddnsis, ArethOsa bulbdsa, Tris versicolor, Si- 
ine pennsvlv&nica, Pedicul^ris canadensis, Geranium maculktum, 
•/6fnem6ne fhalictroides, iVQpbar sp. AquiUgia canadensis, .^rum tri- 
phyllum, Lepidiiim virginica, Nymphs^a advdna, and Krigta virgin- 
ica; together with a variety of other species, including ferns, — in all, 
fiftv-eight different species. 

June 6th, — This was a stated meeting. The President in the chair. 

Read. — Communications from Messrs. Walker and Haggerston on 
the subject of increasing the premium for the most successful method 
of destroying the rose slug. They were referred to a committee con- 
sisting of Messrs. Walker, Haggerston and Aspinwall, with instruc- 
tions to re|K)rt at the next meeting. A communication was read from 
C. R. Dillowny, respectfully requesting the Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Society to subscribe for the Journal of the Natural HiMtory So- 
ciety of this city. Referred to the Committee on the Library. 

rrcMented. — From Joseph Breck &, Co. seeds of the Coontee Roots, 
(or Bread Root,) of Florida, received from H. L. Ellsworth, Esq., 
secretary of the Patent Ofiice, Washington, 

W. W. Cotting was admitted a subscription member of the Society. 

Exhibited.--F\owers: From Hovey & Co., splendid double dwarf 
rocket larkspur, from plants, the seeds of which were planted in 
Septeml)er last; also, bouquets. From W. Kenrick, fine bouquets 
of peeonies, roses, &c. From J. Hovey, bouquets. From A. Bow- 
ditch, bouquets of geraniums, pansies, and other flowers. From J. A. 
Kenrick, a fine display of hardy azaleas, of several varieties. Mr. 
Kenrick has agood collection, and fiowers them in great beaulv; also, 
Dict4mnus fraxin^lla, Roblnta hispida, Phl6x suavdolens, Magn6- 
\ia acuminata, Cytisus Labtirnum, Caprifdlium Dougl4su, and yel- 
low rojies. From M. P. Wilder, one dahlia. From S. Walker, 
beautiful pansies, and bouquets. From T. Lee, Dihlta ripens, a 
new annual species, with small single purple flowers. 

Native Planti: — From Dr. E.Wight, Boston, a great variety of in- 
digenous plants, collected in Dedham. From E. Weston^ Jr. and F. 
Parker, a collection of indigenous plants. 
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Vegetables: — ^Prom Mrs. T. Bigeltiw, Medford, early Washington 
peas, (planted March 10.) From J. L. L. F. Warren, cucumbers.^ 

June iSth, — An adjourued meeting was held this day. The Presi«> 
dent in the chair. Mr. Walker, from the committee appointed at the 
last meeting, to consider the expediency of increasing the premium, 
offered by the Society, for the best method of destroying the rose 
slug', submitted the following report, which was read to the meet« 
inff:— 

The coromirtee to whom was referred the communication of Mr. 
Hagger:<ton, offering iif^y dollars, (provided the Massachusetts Horti- 
cultural Society would add the same amount) as a premium for the 
destruction of the rose slug, beg leave to report that ibev have attend- 
ed to' that duty. The committee recommend that the Society accept 
the proposal of Mr. Haggerston, and offer a premium of one hundred 
dollars, in addition to the sum of twenty dollars already offered by 
the Society, for the effectual destruetioii of said slug: the premiunri to 
be paid whenever satisfactory evidence shall be given to the Society 
of a plan to destroy or to prevent the ravages of the slug) without in- 
jury to the bush or its foliage. — Per order, S. fVaUeer, Chairman. 

The following are the comrouuications alluded to: 

Roxbury, June 3d, 1840. 

Sir — I have the honor to transmit the enclosed communicatioa» ad- 
dressed to me from Mr. David Haggerston, of Watertowu. 

The slug, that has for several years past destroyed the foliage of 
the rose bush, is well known to every practical florist in this sectioa 
of the country; its destruction by various means has been attempted, 
but as yet without success. 

The additional premium now proposed, if it should receive the 
sanction of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, will give a fresh 
impetus to the exertions of those who have so far labored in vain to 
destroy this eye-sore, the rose slug; and will probably call into the 
field an army of Flora's living subjects, who will not, I trust, lay 
down their arms until they shall have annihilated the foul defacer of 
the mantle of the "queen of flowers, "—/am. Sir, with great retpeet^ 
your obedient Mervant, 8, Walker, Chairman Committee on Flowere. 

Hon, JG. Fose, Free, Maee, Hort Society. 

Watertoum, May 36fA, 1840. 

My Dear Sir: In conversation with a gentleman since I saw you, 
I mentioned to him the intention of the Horticultural Society of ofler- 
ing a premium for the destruction of the worm or insect that infests 
th&rose husband destroys the foliage: he was much pleased, and 
commended the Society for their efforts to accomplish so desirable an 
object; but when I mentioned the sum intended to be given; ten dot-, 
lart, his idea was precisely mine, that it would result in no good. 
For the last five or six years he has seen experiments tried, and every 
thing done that could be thought of, for the destruction of the above 
iasect, without the least success. His idea is, that the premium ought 
not to be less than one hundred dollars, and he wished me to say to 
the Society that 1 could procure fif\y dollars for the purpose, provided 
the Society would make it up to one hundred. As it is not at all like- 
ly that I shall be at the next meeting, 1 take the liberty of troubling 
you, knowing well how much you are interested. If you will have 
the goodness to make the proposal to the Society, you will much 
oblige Yours, very tnUy, Danid Haggerston. 

8» Walker^ Esq. 
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Mr. Grotvenor, chairman of a commSttee appomted a few weeks 
since, to consider the subject of procuring casts of fruits, reported 
that the committte bad thought the object a good one, and requested 
that an amount not exceeding fifty dollars, be appropriated to the use 
of the committee, for that purpose. The report ^as accepted, and 
the meeting was adjourned four weeks, to July 11th. 

Exhibiled, — Flowers: — From W. Carter, peeonies, Campanula 
j9er8i»f6Ha, Cl^uyatia, roses, magnolia, &c. From S. Walker, pinks, 
pSBonies, (three varieties,) ropes, double white sweet rocket, pansiea, 
and fine bouquets. From Messrs. Winship, a great variety of herba- 
ceous plants, and among them roses, and three or four varieties of 
psBonies. From W. Meller, pinks, roses, pansies, geraniums and 
bouquets. From John Prince, three varieties of peeonies, viz. Hil- 
met, frkgrans and Whitldjt. From J. H. Gardener, Roxbury, a 

Slant of Fdchsiq fdlgens in bloom, very beautiful. From J. Uovey, 
ouquets. From Jos. Breck & Co., sweet Williams, Neapolitan, and 
rocket larkspurs. 

From T. Lee, Sabbktta chlorotdes (cultivated, and a fine speci- 
men,) O'rchis blepharigldttis, Rh^xta virgin ica, Kiilmta latif61ia and 
anffustif61ia, Magn6](a glatica, Lupinus mut&bilis, D&hU'a ripens, 
dahlias, roses, &c.; Mr. Lee's specimens were yery fine, particular- 
ly the laurels and magnolia. From S. R. Johnson, a fine collection 
of tea scented, Noisette, and other tender roses, a variety of hardy 
roses and peonies, viz: Hilmet, frk^rans and Whitl^Ji. From W. 
Kenrick, Pmbnia albifl6ra var. HOimei frkgrans, and Whitldjt; 
several kinds of /Vis, tradescantias, Chinese larkspur, honey-suckles, 
spirssas, Canterbury bells, Maen6lta trip^tala, Scotch, and other va- 
neties of roses, &c. From R. Howe, roses, pcBonies and bouquets. 

From Hovey & Co., cut flowers of Echinoc&ctus Eyri^sti, C^reus 
■peciosissimus, and Epiphyllura spl^ndidum; beautiful double dwarf 
rocket larkspurs, dahlias, and bouquets. From J. A. Kenrick, a col- 
lection of piBonie^, roses, and perennial plants. 

Native Plants: — From H. M. Parker; we did not have the oppor- 
tunity to take the names of these. 

This was the day set apart for the exhibition of psBonies for pre- 
mium, and a most superb display was made by the various exhibitors, 
as may be seen from our report. We should judge that upwards of 
Ave hundred flowers were exhibited. Mr. W. Ken rick's display was 
▼ery fine; a large basket was filled with fine flowers of the Iiilmet 
Whitl^Ji, and fr^rans, the handle and outside of the basket being 
wreathed with roses, &c. Messrs. J. A. Kenrick, Winship, S. R. 
Johnson, Walker, Carter, Howe, and Prince, also exhibited some ex- 
cellent flowers. Messrs. Haggerston and Breck were appointed 
judges, and they made up their award as follows: — 

PjBOKiES.-^For the best display of flowers, to William 

Kenrick, a premium of $6 00 

For the second best display of flowers, to J. A. Kenrick, 
a premium of 8 00 

No wedlmg was entered for the prize. 

Fruits:— From the President, fine early Virginia strawberries. From 
Hovey & Co., specimens of their new seedling, of large size. From 
J. L. L. F. Warren, Methven Scarlet, Methven Scarlet seedling, 
and monthly strawberries. 

Vegetables: — Cucumbers from J. L. L. F. Warren. 

June Wth, — Exhibited. Flowers :— From J. Towne, several pots of 
beaths and other plants, viz: — £ricB arbutifldra, ventricdsa and ven- 
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tric6sa sup^rba, Savile^na, longifl^ra, ri^bicla, ri^bens, curvifl6ra, and 
eerintholdes: the four first were the finest plants of the henih we have 
ever seen; for health, vigor and beauty we never iiaw finer plants: it 
would be useless for us to describe any of the kinds*; they were each 
a treasure of themselven; aL<*o, Pirnel&a r6sea, Rn^lla cilikra, Bou- 
T&rdui triphvUa,Gardoquia Hooker*, and F'uchsta|;^)li6sa and fen^lla. 
From W. Kenrick, bouquets and roses. From J. Hovey, roses and 
bouauets. From W. Meller, fine pinks, roses and bouquers. From 
R. Howe, a variety of handsome roses and bouquets. From A. fiow- 
ditch, bouquets. 

From S. R. Johnson, tender and hardy roses, both colfections ex- 
ceedingly fine. From S. Walker, superb pinks, pansies and bou- 
quets. From J. A. Kenrick, a grand specimen of Magnolia macro- 
phylla; also, psBonies and very fine hardy roses, in great varietv. From 
Alessrs. Winship; a large collection of perennial plants, nowering 
shrubs, roses, 8lc.: among the ^hrul>s we noticed the Def^tzta sckbra, 
one of the finest acquisitions lately made to our hardy Hhrubs. From 
Joseph Breck & Co. a sj)ecimen of Delphinium Barl6\vt, a new and 
extremely showy perennral species; we have noticed this in our ill., 
p. 

Native Plants: — From Dr. E. Wight, a collection of native plants. 
From a lady, a very large collection of plants, but our list having been 
mislaid, we are not enabled to give the names. 

The premiums on pinks and roses were awarded at this meeting, 
according to previous notice. The display of roses was very l)eau- 
tiful. Alessrs. C. M. Hovey and Joseph Breck were appointed judg- 
es for awarding the prizes, and the following is their report: — 

PiHxs:— For the best display of flowers, to S. Walker, a 

premium of . • .' 95 00 

For the best seedlfng flower, to S. Walker, a premium 
of 8 00 

Messrs. Walker and Meller both entered for the second prize, viz. 
for the best six flowers. Mr. Walker's were decidedly superior, but, 
according to a vote of the Committee, no exhibitor can take two priz- 
es for the same flower, unless a seedling. The Committee therefore 
declined fnaking any award of the second prize, but they would ad- 
judge to W. Meller a gratuity of two dollars, in consideration of his 
floe display of pinks, including several seedlings. 

Roses. — For the best fiAy blooms or hardy roses, (o J. A. 

Kenrick, a premium of $8 00 

. For the second best fifVy blooms^ to S. R. Johnson, a 

premium of . • 6 00 

For the best display of Chinese and other tender roses, 
to S. R. Johnson, a premium of . . . . 6 00 

The Committee, also, made honorable mention of the beautiful 
roses, exhibited by Messrs. Winship, Howe, J. Hovey, and W. Ken- 
rick; some of the blooms among them were the finest in the room. 

Fruits:— From Hovey & Co. the finest specimen of their seedling 
strawberry yet exhibited: the basket exhibited contained about two 
(|aarts, all of the berries of which were from three and a half to five 
inches in circumference. From R. Ward, handsome Methven Scarlet. 
From J. Lr L. F. Warren, Methven Scarlet strawberries. From 
Messrs. Winship, three kinds of strawberries. 

Vegetables: — From J. L. L. F. Warren, peaS| seven weeks frooa 
plantiog. 
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Art. V. FaneuU Hall Market. 



PoUCom: 
New, per tHtohel,. ....... 



Tnrnipe 

New, per bunch, 

Kuia B4ffa, per bushel,. 
Ouiou: 

New white, per bonch,. . 

Red, per bunch, 

Beets, per bunch, 

Carrots, per bunch 

Farsnipt , per doiea, 

Raduhes, per buoch: 

Scarlet short-top 

Shallots, per pound 

Garlic, per pound, 



Cabbagtt, SaUda, ^c. 

Gabbagee, each: 

Early York, 

l^ettuce, per head, 

Beet Tops, per peck, 

Rhubarb, per pound, 

Asparagus, per bunch, . . . . 
Peas: 

Common, per bushel, . . . 
" per hair peck,. 

Marrow&t, per bushel,. . 

<• per half peck,. 

String Beans, per peck,.. . . 



Pu and Sweet Herhi. 



Parsley, per half peck,. 

Sage, per pound, 

Marjorum, per bunch,. 
Savory, per bunch,. . . . 
Spearmint, per bunch, . 



From 


To 


0CUI. 


»cts. 


1 25 


160 


60 


.. 


1 00 


1 26 


00 


— 


2 26 


2 60 


1 00 


— 


2 00 


— 


8 


10 


60 


624 


4 


6 


4 


5 


6 


8 


6 


— 


— 


— 


a 


8 


20 


— 


124 




4 


6 


2 


4 


10 


12d 


4 


6 


8 


10 


75 


-. 


10 


— 


100 


— 


124 


— 


25 




25 




17 


20 


6 


12 


6 


12 


€ 


— 



Sifuaskea and PwmpkmM, 

Squaalies : 

Bush Summer, eneh, 

West Indias, per pound. . . 

Apples, dessert, new : 

Common, per bu&hel, .... 

Dried apples, per pound,. 
Strawberries, per box: 

Common 

Meihven Scarlet,. 

Wood, 

Cherries, per quart: 

Common, , 

ExiFR quality, 

Raspberries, per box: 

Common, 

White Antwerp 

Thimbleberries, per box,. . . 

Blueberries, per quart, 

Green Gooseberries, per qt: 

Common, 

Large, 

Currants, per quart: 

Red Dutch, 

White Dutch, 

Grapes, per pound: 

Black Hamburgh (forced) 

White Sweetwater, (do.) 
Cucumbers: 

Common, per dosen,. . « 

Extra sixe, each, 

Watermelons, each, , 

Muskmelons, each, f forced,) 
Cranberries, per busbel,. .. 

Lemons, per dosen, 

Oranges, per dosen : 

Sicily, 

Havana, (sweet) 

Piiie««pples, each : 

Common 

Extra quality 

Cocoanuts, each, , 

Chestnuts, per bushel, ... 



From I To 
$ cts. 9 cu. 



200 
74 

17 
25 
20 

8 
124 

20 
25 
25 
16 

10 
17 

6 
8 

1 00 

1 00 

60 
15 
26 
26 

2 60 
124 

25 
60 

y* 

6 
400 



2 60 
» 

20 

874 
25 

10 
17 

25 

«4 



8 
10 



75 
25 
60 
874 
800 
20 

87J 




4 60 



RxMARKS. — Siace our last, the market has been abundantly sup- 
plied with all the various fruits and vegetables of the season, with 
one or two exceptions; the quantity was never greater nor the qualf« 
ty finer. This is to be attributed to the continued favorable weather 
of the past fortnight, which, for equality of temperature, has seldom 
been known; occasional showers have invigorated the earth, until the 
close of the present week. 

In potatoes but little is doing; old ones yet furnish the supply, none 
of the new crop having come to hand until within a day or two past; 
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there will, however, he a plentifhl supply in the cotirBe of a weplc. 
New turnips, in bunches, nre now received of bandsome growth. 
New while onions miher scarce, but of superior quality. All the 
old crop gone, except a few bunches of reds. Beets and carrotH come 
to hand of fine size for this early season. Parsnips gone. Radishes 
are abundant and of good quality. New cabbagen have made their 
ap|)earance this week, but they have vet very small bends. Lettuce 
abundant and good; it is rarely as fiue at this sesKOu. Beet tope 
abundant, but all other kinds of greens are gone. Rhubarb, in smnll 
quantities, continues to be received. Asparagus nearly gone. Peas 
abundant and well filled; marrowfats are very large. String beans 
are plentiful, and of good quality. Sutnmer squashes are received 
from New York, and sell at quotations. West indias are the only 
kinds of winter squashes which now remain. 

In fruit, the market is quite active: winter apples are all gone, 
except a few russels, which command fiAy cents per half peck; a few 
new apples, of rather inferior quality, from New Jersey, have been 
received, and sold at quotations. Strawberries have been very abun- 
dant, of prime quality, and sold at lower prices than for the past year 
or two; It is gratifying to see the cultivation of this most delicious 
fruit extending; some extra Methven Scarlets, Ketrn's seedling, and 
Hovey's seedling have obtained high prices; the larger M>rts are now 
;oing off, and the principal supply is from the wood. Raspberries 
lavejust begun to come in. Blueberries, of very large size, have 
been brought in from Marshfield, in this State. Cherries have been 
tolerably plentiful, but those of extra quality have commanded good 

S rices. Green gooseberries abundant. Currants plentiful and good, 
lack Hamburgh and white sweetwater grapes nave been received 
the present week; the ounlity very fair. A small lot of watermelons, 
from the West Indies, have arrived since our last. Pine-apples abun- 
dant from numerous late arrivals, but the quality has been, thus far, 
very inferior. Cucumbers are now shipped from New York, but fine 
forced ones command jgood prices. Cranberries lower, fVom the quan- 
tity of other fruit. Of lemons a good stock. Oranges scarce and 
high.— JM. T., Bovttm^ June 37, 1840. 
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HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOR JULT. 



raVIT DBFAKTMBHT. 

Orape vines f in the green-house or grapery, will be swelling their 
fruit rapidly. Give an abundance of air on all fine days and nights. 
Thinning the bunches may be done now; but the work should be 
carefully performed; tie in all the new wood, intended for bearing 
next year, and shorten all the shoots bearing fruit. Syringe fre- 
quently, and if dry give the roots good supplies of water, and occa- 
sionalljr liquid manure. Planu in poU will need a good supply as 
the fruit approaches its full size. 
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Fruii treei grafted the past spring should b^ looked to; take-off all 
shoots which nprioi^ fruru the branch helow the grafl, and prune away 
the shoots if too numerous. Plums may be budded the latter part of 
July. 

Stratoberry beds will need attention. Keep them clear of weeds, 
and if large fruit is wanted, cut the runners off. Next month new 
beds may he inude, and when it is intended to break up the old onesi 
look out for a supply of youi^g and vigorous runners. 

FLOWER DEPARTMEITT. 

Dahlias will need attention: pruning, staking the plants, and wa- 
tering, as well as guardintr against insects, will exact from the culti- 
vator some little care. The plants should be well staked, then well 
tied up, pruned of the laterals, and, if dry weather ensues, watered. 
The ground rdiould also be kept well tilled, as we find nothing has 
such a tendency to keep the ground moist as an occasional stirriog 
of the surface, even if there are iio weeds. 

Geraniums^ if not cut down last month, should now be attended 
to; the cuttings will grow readiljr if put in. 

Carnations should be layed this month, soon after they commence 
flowering. 

Pinks should be propagated by cuttings put under a hand-glass. 

Tulips, hyaemths, and other winter bulbs, should be taken up, if 
not out of the ground already. 

Roses may ite budded successfully this month. 

l^ree paonies may be grafted this month, as recommended at p. 
SU2 of this number. 

Fansies. — Choice kinds, should now be propagated by pipings^ in 
the same manner of pinks. 

CkrysarUhemums should be topped early this month, in order to 
make them bu<by plants. 

Camellias will need frequent syringing, and occasional supplies of 
water at the roots of the largest plants. 

Cactuses should l>e now liberally supplied with water. Cuftingji 
mav be now cut off and laid away a fortnight to heal their WoudcUI, 
and then put into oots. 

Mignonette seeas should be sown for flowering in October. 

Green-house plants i of all sorts, may be propagated. 

Calla tsthiopica jthould be treated as recommended at p. 

Herbaceous perennials, raised from seeds, should now be trans- 
planted. Seeds of blue bells, sweet Williams, &c. mayyet be planted. 

Jinnual plants will need thinning out, pruning, and some or the tall 
kinds tied up to neat green sticks, and the weeds kept down. 

Chinese primrose seeds may be sown now for producing plants to 
flower during the next winter. 

Verbenas^ planted out in the open ground, should have their shoots 
laid in the ground and fastenened down with a notched stick or fork- 
ed branch of a tree; they will flower better and spread more rapidly 
if this is attended to. 

Heaths: cuttings put in in April and May, should now be potted 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



Ar t. I. On the Slug lehich infests the Rose Bush. 
By J. £. Teschemacuer. 

I AM glad to see that the Horticultural Society have offered 
a premium for an antidote to this detestable insect, which robs 
the fairest Bower in creation of its beauty.. But as the Socie- 
ty will probably not award this premium until proof shall be 
manifest of the efficacy of the methods laid before them, at least 
a year must elapse before the best of these methods can be 
communicated to the public; and as I think the following pro- 
ceeding, if carefully adopted, will annihilate this pest, J do not 
hesitate offering it now for insertion in your Magazine, that 
those inclined to try may do so this year. 

I will first premise, that I have very strong objections to all 
poisonous washes; — the first is, that it is difficult to use them 
without a portion at least falling on the earth, and being washed 
by rain so as to come in contact with the roots, which will cer- 
tainly absorb them to the injury of the plants; the second ob- 
jection is, on account of the accidents which are so liable to 
occur, from the general introduction and careless use of all 
violent poisons. 

About fifteen or twenty days previous to the first appearance 
of this slug, a small black fly may be observed settling on the 
leaves of the rose bush: this is the parent of the insect, and it is 
then in the act of depositing its eggs; this is done by piercing 
with its ovipositor (an instrument something like the sting of a 
bee, but much smaller,) the skin of the leaf, under which an egg 
u thrust; this is covered with a species of scale. I have most 

VOL. VI. — ^NO. VIII. 36 
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frequently observed this egg laid on the edge of the leaf, be* 
tween the serratures; others, however, have found it on the 
back; this egg adheres very firmly to the leaf. 

In about firteen days the little insect is hatched, and begins 
at once to feed on the leaf; it is soon covered with a peculiar 
viscid slime, which appears to afford the insect protection from 
the most violent heat of the sun, and partly also from powerful 
rain. This insect remains feeding on the leaves about eighteen 
or twenty days, during which period it changes its skin about 
four times, remaining in the last skin five or six days, prepara- 
tory to its change into another state; after having devoured all 
the food, and rendered the rose bush as if a fire had passed 
over it, the slug falls to the ground and descends into the 
earth to a depth of about four inches. Here it forms a cell 
by pressing the earth on all sides, and lining it carefully with a 
gummy adhesive matter, which afibrds Complete protection 
against frost and wet; in this state it remains until the follow- 
ing year calls it into life, and the perfect fly rises out of the 
ground. Although no entomologist, I believe this to be about 
the proceeding of this insect, and upon it is founded the fol- 
lowing remedy. 

It has been found beneficial in England to remove rose 
bushes every three dr four years; the practice I propose, 
therefore, will be found far from injurious. Carefully take up 
the rose bush, shake every particle of earth from the roots, 
and plant it in a fresh spot in the garden, where no rose grew 
before; let it be as far distant from the old spot as convenient; 
a few yards, however, will suffice, and this may be done either 
immediately, after the first frost shall have caused the fall of 
the leaf, or in the spring; then very carefully pare off the sur- 
face of the earth where the rose stood to the depth of five or 
six inches, placing the mould in a wheelbarrow, to be carried 
to another part of the premises, and there operated on as fol- 
lows: — 

First method. — Mix this earth with an ecjual quantity of 
fresh lime, and when well mixed slack the hme with water: 
the heat arising from this will almost certainly destroy the ani- 
mal in its cell. But the second method is the most sure. 

Prepare with loose bricks three or four furnaces, so near 
each other that they may be covered with thin plates of iron 
laid on; these furnaces are made by piling the bricks loosely 
on each other, leaving interstices between them for the draft; 
make a good fire in each, either with wood or charcoal, lay on 
the plates of iron, and on this place a thin stratum of the earth: 
urge the fire until the plates of iron are nearly at a red beat, 
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and so on until all tliQ earth is thus baked: this will certainly 
destroy the animal, but the earth need not be replaced where 
it was before, but laid aside for some other purpose. With 
respect to the quantity of surface to be removed around each 
bush, I should think three or four feet distance all around 
would suffice, although, previous to the slugs falling off, they 
are occasionally found on the leaf of an adjacent plant. 

That the removal of the rose bushes keeps them clear of the 
slug, has been abundantly proved this year and last, by the fine 
collection removed from Marshal P. Wilder's garden to the 
Public Garden on Charles street, where they have been per- 
fectly free from slug, or any other insect, when at Mr. Wil- 
der's the same bushes were infested equally with those of his 
neighbors. 

The earth thus baked is not rendered unfit for other purpos- 
es; on the contrary, from recent experiments in vegetation, in 
different earths, the probability is, that it is rather improved. 
Yours, J. E. T. 

Boston, July 16, 1840. 

We are highly pleased in laying before our readers the re-' 
marks of a gentleman who has so attentively observed the hab- 
its and character of the destructive insect alluded to, as Mr. 
Teschemacher. Our opinion in regard to the destruction of 
most insects has been, that, unless they are destroyed by man- 
ual labor, actually picking off every one by the hand, there 
was no other way to effectually get rid of them but by preven- 
tion. The canker worm cannot be destroyed when feeding 
upon the tree, but the larvae can be easily prevented from as- 
cending to the branches and depositing their eggs there, and the 
foliage saved from their voracious depredations. 

The same remark will apply to the rose slug. The liberal 
premium offered by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
will incite investigation into the habits of this insect, and per- 
haps some method may be accidentally discovered, by which 
they may be easily and effectually destroyed without damaging 
the bush; but of this we have our doubts. The only sure 
method will be to destroy the insect in its pupa or chrysalis 
state, so as to prevent the perfect insect from ever emerging 
from the soil and laying its eggs upon the bush; that this plan 
of proceeding will effect the great and desirable object, we are 
very certain, though we are not ready to say in what manner 
this can be the most readily performed. Mr. Teschemacher's 
method appears to be one which can be easily carried into ef- 
fect; and we shall be happy to see his experiment fairly and 
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thoroughly tested, by some person who feels sufficient interest 
rn the destruction of the slug^ to learn whether bis or any other 
probable plan will succeed. 

In England we cannot learn, from a very thorough exannna- 
tion of their principal works, and among them one of the latest 
and most complete, Loudon's Arboretum Britannicum, that 
cultivators there are troubled with an insect like the one in 
question; the bushes are destroyed by the aphides, the green 
caterpillar, and some others, but no allusion is made to any in- 
sect which destroys the plants in such a manner as to leave 
them with the blighted aspect which usually takes place when 
they are numerous. The insect must be peculiar to this coun- 
try. 

We have not the space, in these few remarks, to enlarge up- 
on this subject. We hope it will be taken in hand by energet- 
ic and zealous cultivators, and that, before many seasons have 
passed away, we may be enabled to see the roses of our gar- 
dens blooming in the luxurious beauty of oriental splendor.— 
Ed. 



Art. II. An Account of the origin^ cultivationy ^c. of 
Hovey^s Seedling Strawberry; with a description of the 
fruity accompanied by an engraving. By the Editor. 

In our third volume (p. 241) we have given an article upon 
the production of new varieties of strawberries from seed: in ' 
that paper we so fully detailed the practice which we pursued 
in producing young plants from seed, that it would seem hardly 
necessary to repeal the same here; but as many of our present 
readers may not have seen the volume containing the article al- 
luded to, we shall, for the sake of following up the history of 
the fine new variety named at the head of this article, give an 
account of its growth, from the time of planting the seed to the 
ripening of the crop of the present year. We shall even go 
back farther, and speak of ihe method we pursued in preparing 
the parent plants for producing the fruit from which the seeds 
were selected. We shall endeavor to avoid repetition as far as 
possible, and shall add any information which we think may be 
of benefit to others who may be desirous of procuiiog new va- 
rieties from the seed. 
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We have, in the article alluded to, spoken .at some length 
upon what we consider an important subject, viz. the produc- 
tion of new varieties of strawberries from seed, to take the 
place of those older kinds, principally of foreign origin, which 
have long been cultivated, and which, either from defects of cul- 
tivation, the severity of our climate, or other causes, do not 
produce sufficiently abundant to repay the labor and expense 
of their growth.^ To varieties originated in this country we 
must therefore look for fruit, so superior in every good quali- 
ity, as to eventually drive out of cultivation those old sorts, 
whose growth and product is at the best uncertain, and whose 
treatment, to be attended with success, must be the result of a 
great deal of care and attention. Considering the short period 
at which strawberries begin to fruit from the seed, it appears 
somewhat singular that no more attempts have been made in 
the production of new varieties. Mr. Keen, the originator 
of Keen's seedling, has been the most successful in his at« 
tempts to raise new ones. The late Mr. Knight also raised 
sotne new varieties, which have been said to possess merit; but 
they stand below Keen's seedling, which is now almost uni- 
versally cultivated in England. Without extending these pre- 
liminary remarks at too great length, we come now to the pro- 
duction of the variety in question. 

After cultivating the Keen's seedling, Downton, Methven, 
Southborough, and other sorts, we became well satisfied that 
neither of them possessed such qualities as would render them 
profitable kinds for ordinary cultivation: the vines of the first 
were too tender, and there was always danger of losing part of 
the crop: the second, though a good sized and fine Onvored fruit, 
was uncertain in its product; the vines containing both barren 
and sterile plants, rendered it objectionable on that account: 
the Methven was a rather insipid, though a large and showy 
fruit; and the Southborough, a handsome looking berry, was 
too. shy a bearer to depend upon. There seemed to be want- 
ing a variety combining the qualities of two or more of these, 
and we set out upon the experiment of attaining this desirable 
result, determined, if time would allow, to pursue it until our 
object was accomplished: how far our labors have been crown- 
ed with success, will be seen in the course of our remarks. 

In pursuance of this object, we immediately set sibout pre- 
paring the plants which we intended to produce the fruit from, 
whence the seeds were to be saved. At that time (1832,) we 
cultivated, in addition to the kinds above mentioned, the Farly 
Virginia, Melon, Bostock, Grove End Scarlet, Knevet's 
Pine, Royal Scarlet, Mulberry and Hautbois — twelve kinds. 
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Two or three plants of six of these kinds were selected from 
the rest, choosing only the strongest; the soil was loosened up 
around them, and no others allowed to grow within fifteen or 
twenty inches: during summer, as they emitted runners, they 
were taken off with a pair of scissors, and great pains were takea 
to encourage the plants to make a vigorous and robust growth, in 
order that the fruit, the succeeding year, might be as large as each 
variety was capable of producing. On the approach of winter, 
the plants, having been well tilled as late as the ground would al- 
low, were protected with a covering of leaves, &c., until spring* 

Early in April the covering was taken off, and the soil 
around those destined for the seed was immediately loosened, 
in order to give the plants every chance of a good growth: ev- 
ery runner which made its appearance was pinched off, and 
the plants soon threw up very strong flower stenqs; these were 
soon after divested of all their flower buds, except two, and 
those at the base of the truss, where the fruit is always the 
largest; the plants were duly watered, and, as soon as the 
flowers began to open, preparations were made to impregnate 
each of them with other varieties. As this is a very necessa- 
ry part of the operation, to obtain fruit that will differ from the 
parent, we shall detail the method of proceeding:—- 

As soon as the flowers are fairly expanded so that the anthers 
may be seen, with a sharp pointed pair of scissors cut out 
carefully, so as not to injure the blossom, every anther in the 
flower; by doing this the plant will be deprived of all means of 
setting its fruit, and there would be no berry unless the stig- 
mas were impregnated by the pollen from other flowers — this 
was done: a camePs hair pencil is the best thing for this pur- 
pose, although we have accomplished it with a penknife. Re- 
move carefully the pollen from the flower you wish the variety 
to be impregnated with, and place it upon the stigmas of the 
flowers which are to produce the fruit; let the operation be done 
with care, and as soon as finished tie a piece of gauze over the 
flowers to keep out the bees and other insects, or they might 
bring the pollen from other flowers near by: this done to each 
plant, all is finished for some time. 

When it is perceived that both fruits have swelled well, and 
that the impregnation has had its proper effect, one of them 
should be taken off; that which has the appearance of form- 
ing the best shaped berry should be allowed to remain, if, 
otherwise, it is large and perfect; for it should be the ob- 
ject of the cultivator to save seed from only the best shaped 
fruit. The plants should now be well watered, occasionally 
with liquid manure, and, as the fruit swells to maturity, a little 
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bay or straw should be placed under it to keep it from the . 
ground. Every runner upon the vines must be kept cut off, 
and the surface well tilled. The fruit will be ripe in the mid- 
dle or latter part of June, and as soon as picked the seeds 
should be washed carefully from the pulp, and after being well 
dried in an airy situation, placed away in close paper bags, to 
be planted in the spring. This is the manner in which we 
procured the seed, and the following is the table of the various 
crosses, taken from our Journal of 1833: — 

No. I. Methven Scarlet, impregnated with Keen's seed- 
ling. 

No. IT. Methven Scarlet, impregnated with the Melon. 

No. III. Mulberry, impregnated with Keen's seedling. 

No. IV. Mulberry, impregnated with Keen's seedling and 
Melon. 

No. V. Southborough, impregnated with the Prolific conical 
Hautbois. 

No. VI. Grove End Scarlet, impregnated with Keen's 
seedling. 

1834. — ^Early in February of the year 1834,* preparations 
were made for planting the seed: four boxes, each about six 
inches deep, six wide, and twelve long, were filled with a rich 
soil, composed of loam, leaf mould, or well decomposed ma- 
nure, and sand; the sand was added to guard the plants against 
damp, as we feared that a too retentive soil, at that early sea- 
son, might place them in danger. We found our precaution a 
safe one; as some of the weaker seedlings died, and more 
would have gone, but for the light nature of the soil, and an 
inch of good drainage, (which should be particularly attended 
to, each box having three holes for the outlet of all superflu- 
X ous moisture.) 

In about a fortnight the plants began to appear above the 
soil, and continued to come up, until the whole were removed 
from the boxes into the open ground in May. In two of the 
boxes two kinds were sown in each, and in the other two one 
kind each, from the greater quantity of seed; the seeds were 
barely covered with fine soil, and the boxes placed upon the 
front shelf of the green-house, where they stood until removed 
to the garden. Each lot of seeds was tallied according to the 
table above given. In March the plants were carefully water- 
ed, and not too much given at once: the seedlings are very 

* Upon reference to our Journal, we find that the seeds were plant- 
ed io 19S4. Trusting to memory, we have stated previously^ thai 
they were planted io 18S5. 
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sitoall and delicate, and require attention, or a loss of the wholt 
would be the result. 

Early in May a bed was prepared in the garden for the 
planting out of the whole of the seedlings; the soil was well 
dug and enriched, and the plants were set out in two continuous 
rows, about one foot apart, with a tally designating each kind. 
In this new situation they soon threw up strong leaves, and 
the runners began to appear, all the strongest of which were 
allowed to root ; the object being to get a small bed, in 
order that the quality of the fruit and character of the plants 
could he more readily determined from several than from* 
one. The beds were kept clear of all weeds, and the soil 
frequently hoed as close to the plants as the runders would 
admit of. By autumn they had covered over a piece of ground 
two feet wide, and many of the plants appeared sufficiently 
strong to bear fruit. On the approach of frost a very slight 
covering of partly decayed leaves was thrown over the bed; 
more in order to prevent the weaker plants from being thrown 
out of the soil, by the action of the frost, than from a fear of 
losing them by the severity of the weather. 

1635. — Early in April the coarser portion of the covering 
was removed from the bed; the finer part serving as a manure 
to encourage the growth of the plants. In the course of a 
week or two, a few of the strongest plants began to throw up 
their flower stems, and soon after expanded their blossoms, 
but the number which did so was but small compared with 
the quantity of plants: it was thought no fair estimate of the 
fruit could be formed until another year. The plants were 
then kept clear of all weeds as in the preceding year, but tlie 
runners were allowed to extend and fill up the bed. A barrow 
full or so of old manure was thinly scattered over the bed for 
the same purpose, as in the preceding winter. 

1836. — Not a plant, to our knowledge, was injured by the 
winter, though some of the weaker ones might have died. 
The plants had now extended about six feet in breadth, and so 
vigorous as to show an abundance of blossoms, and in May, 
after the fruit had well set, there was a large and promising 
crop. The latter part of June the fruit attained maturity, and 
the beds were looked over with the utmost attention, and, as 
we flatter ourselves, with some degree of discrimination, in or- 
der to ascertain the real qualities of the dififerent sorts, as com- 
pared with each other, of which no two appeared to be alike, 
and with the parent varieties. 

For this object we made a memorandum of every fruit which 
appeared to be distinct, putting down all its qualities, and we 
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only regret that, from some cause, it has got mislaid, so that 
we have not the opportunity of showing the very great differ- 
ence in the fruit of the plants which came from the seeds from 
one berry. Some were entirely worthless, not setting scarce- 
ly a fruit; others were abundant bearers, but small; some were 
large, without flavor, while others were small and of delicious 
taste. The number which we described in our memorandum, 
as possessing very excellent qualities, even better than many 
of the old sorts, exceeded tweniy-five; but our zeal would not 
allow us to be content in only equalling the old sorts: if we 
could not surpass them, it was our determination to destroy 
the whole. But our hopes were fully realized: there was one 
plant which produced a truss of fruit, the largest berry of which 
completely astonished us; it surpassed our own expectations, 
and surprised all who saw it; though the plant was small, 
and crowded in among others, the fruit measured five inches 
in circumference. 

As the different fruits were tasted and their qualities noted 
down, a stake was placed in the ground close to each of the 
different plants, in order that the first runners might be taken 
off, or each plant removed to a place by itself, where it could 
extend its runners. The number was so great, however, that, 
for want of room, they were neglected until the season was so 
late as to render it advisable to postpone it until the spring. 
The stakes remained by the plants, and the whole bed of seed- 
lings was left completely exposed throughout the winter, the 
thermometer falling below zero more than fifteen times, and on 
one occasion down to 10; but we did not notice that the plants 
Buffered any material injury. 

1837. — As soon as the plants had begun to grow, one of 
the runners of the vine, which produced the large fruit, was 
taken up into a pot: the old plant had become so exhausted 
from throwing out runners, that it would not have done so well 
as the young one; and during winter the runners had become 
80 decayed, that only one single plant could be traced back to 
the parent with any certainty ; and, rather than run the hazard 
t)f taking those in near proximity to the old one, we contented 
ourselves with the solitary plant. This was planted in a No. 
8 pot in April, shifted into a No. 3 in May, into a No. 4 
in June, and the latter part of the month turned out into the 
ground. The plant, when taken up, was very weak, and it 
did not make a runner until July; and from that time to Sep- 
tember only twelve good strong plants were produced. In 
November a handful of leaves were thrown over the plants, 
which were under a south fence, to prevent their beii^g dam^ 

VOL. VI. — ^RO. VIII. 37 
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aged by the warm sun in March; for it is at that season of the 
year that the plants receive the greatest injury, and not in mid- 
winter, and by the extreme severity of the cold, as many 
suppose. 

1838. — In the latter part of April, a small spot of soil, three 
feet* wide by twelve long, was enriched and deeply dug, to re- 
ceive the twelve plants. They were carefully removed, with 
a small ball of earth attached to the roots, and received no check 
in the operation. The plants soon grew vigorously, and began 
to extend their runners, as there was no fruit to exhaust the 
plants; with occasional assistance of the hands in spreading 
out and laying in the newest runners, the bed was well filled 
with plants by October: when the weather proved dry, a slight 
watering was given, to enable the young runners to take quicker 
hold of the soil. In November a barrow load of old hot-bed 
manure was strewed among the plants, but they were not cov- 
ered. 

The old bed of seedlings produced an abundant crop of very 
large fruit, among which there was, undoubtedly, some of the 
selected variety. The specimens were so large, that the Mas- 
sachusetts Horticultural Society awarded them the premium. 
Two other kinds, possessing peculiar qualities, were taken 
from the bed subsequently: these are now in course of trial, 
and, though not so large as the one we are treating of, are 
excellent compared with the Virginia and others. In August 
the whole of the old bed of seedlings was turned over with the 
spade, and not a plant remained. 

1839. — It has never been our good fortune to see a bed of 
strawberry plants present the same vigorous aspect and prom- 
isine appearance as this seedling. Nothing was removed from 
the bed. The plants darted up through the thin surface of 
manure, and, in the course of a week or two, not a spot of soil 
in the bed could be seen. The flower stems shot up with bold 
and prominent buds, and the most enthusiastic cultivator could 
not have desired any thing more promising. By the time the 
fruit was setting, the foliage was so tall and strong, that not a 
truss could be seen without opening the leaves. No water was 

5iven, but the fruit continued to swell rapidly; and the 24th of 
une, a few berries on the outside of the bed were ripe. On 
the 29th, three or four quarts were gathered of extraordinary 
size. They were exhibited at the Massachusetts Horticultu- 
ral Society's Room, and were awarded the premium* The 
fruit contmued to hold out until the 15th of July, when 
the last was gathered, leaving, however, some scatitering 
berries. 



Digitized by 



Google 



of HwtyU Seedling Strauberry. S91 

Excelling even our own expectalions, we felt desirous, in 
order lliai there could be no mistake, to try tjhem another year. 
And, in order to do this, two feet of ground all round the 
bed was spaded over, into which the runners might extend and 
root; there was an abundance of them, and the whole space 
was so thickly covered with vines as to weaken them consider- 
ably the past fruit bearing season. Although this method 
of cultivation will not show to what size the fruit will attain, 
yet we were so well satisfied with its extraordinary size and 
abundant product, under ordinary growth, that we bad no de- 
sire to resort to any high system of cultivation, in order to give 
greater value to the variety. Surpassing, as it already did 
any other, we had no doubt but that its size might be increas- 
ed one third by a judicious course of treatment, and we hope, 
in a year or two, to have the pleasure of showing some of the 
fruit, much exceeding in size any that we have yet produced. 
The bed received no protection during winter, other than fill- 
ing in between the young runners where they had rooted almost 
upon the surface of the soil. We might remark here, that 
this is a very important thing with all strawberries: the young 
plants rooting almost upon the surface of the soil, the frost 
generally throws them so much out of ground as to ruin them, 
even when the old plants do not sufier. 

1840. — We should only be repeating what wd have said re- 
specting the bed last season, to state the promising appearance 
and vigor of the plants. It will be suflScient to remark, that 
another year's trial more than conGrmed the results of the two 
previous seasons. The first fruit was gathered on the J 3th of 
June, and subsequently, every few days, several quarts each 
time. On the 20th, a basket of the fruit, containing about two 
quarts, was exhibited at the room of the Massachusetts Horti- 
cultural Society, and commanded the admiration of every in* 
dividual who saw them. There was not a strawberry which 
measured less than three inches in circumference, and from 
that up to five and a half inches. Cultivators who had grown 
the Methven, Downton, Keen's seedling, &c. were astonished 
at the extraordinary size, regular form, and handsome appear- 
ance of the fruit. The good opinion we had formed of the 
fruit was fully established. 

Thus far we have given all the particulars of the production of 
this variety, and those who have leisure to try a similar experi- 
ment, may safely rely upon the truth of our remarks. Should wa 
again have the same time to devote to such pursuits, as we had 
at the period when we commenced the raising of this seedlings 
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we shall continue our attempts at the production of seedling 
plants. We shall now add a description of the fruit, accom- 
panied with a correct engraving of the same. {f*ig- 9.) 




Fruit, very large, round or ovate, slightly conical, never 
eoxcoipb shaped, even in the largest berries. Color, deep 
shining red, paler when growing in the shade. Seeds, insert- 
ed in a slight cavity. Flesh, scarlet, firm, abounding with a 
most agreeable acid, and exceedingly high flavored, juice, not 
surpassed by any other variety. Foot-stalks, long, elevat- 
ing the fruit from the ground, and every berry setting and at- 
taining a good size. Leaves, large, and rather light green. 
Vines, very vigorous, more so than any other variety, and 
perfectly hardy. It ripens about a fortnight after the Early 
Virginia, and a week after the Keen^s seedling and Methveo, 
and continues in fruit ten days after the latter are gone. 

In some varieties of strawberry there are both sterile atid 
fertile plants, generally termed male and female. The Down* 
town, Bishop's Orange, Hautbois, and some of the scarlets. 
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•re instances of this, and tbe want of a knowledge of this fact 
has heretofore occasioned much disappointment in the cuhiva* 
tton of these varieties. This is not the case with this new seed- 
ling; every flower is perfect, and has a due proportion of hoth 
stamens and pistils, and every blossom which expands is follow- 
ed hy a fruit which arrives at maturity. It is thus rendered more 
valuable from this circumstance. To preserve a proper pro- 
portion of male and female 4)lants in a large or small plantation, 
and not allow the former to overrun the latter, which they 
frequently do, from the vigor of the plants, is attended with 
more care and labor than most cultivators are willing to be- 
stow upon the plants. It is from this cause that tbe Down- 
ton and other sorts, though good fruits, have been discarded 
from collections, and their place supplied with others which 
yield a more certain crop. 

It will not peifhaps have been noticed, that we have not yet 
stated from which of the above crosses (p. 287,) this variety 
was produced. It has been a source, to us, of much regret, 
that we have not been enabled to state this with any certainty. 
The labels which were placed in the boxes were very small, 
and were written out as in the table above given; and these la- 
bels were transferred to the ground when the plants were 
placed in the beds, with the intention of replacing them with 
larger ones in the course of the season. But while conducting 
a multitude of similar experiments, this was forgotten, and in 
the spring, when the plants produced fruit, and the original la- 
bels were sought after, it was found that the frost had thrown 
them out of the ground, and the heavy rains had so displaced 
them, that it was impossible to discover their original situation. 
We can however state, that tbe variety originated from one of 
the four first crosses, and in all probability from the No. I. or 
IV., and we have always thought from the latter. We discover 
in it the large size of two of the parents — the fine form and 
beauty of the Melon — the color, flavor, and productiveness of 
Keen's seedling, and the hardy character of the Mulberry. It 
is the opinion of Mr. Knight, that a plant can be fertilized with 
two or more kinds, and the progeny partake of the character 
of both. He even demonstrated tliis as we have elsewhere 
stated, (Vol. III., p. 101.) 

We have been questioned so frequently by amateurs and 
others, respecting the productiveness of this new variety, that 
we have been thus particular to detail every thing connected 
with its growth and cultivation. We have also been' ro.intlle, 
because there exists, with many, very erroneous ideas, not on- 
ly 10 regard to the production of seedling strawberries, but to 
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seedling fruits, vegetables, and flowers of all descriptioos. The 
process of hybridizaiion is but yet in its infancy, and though 
carried to some extent by Mr. Knight and others, no fixed 
rules have yet been laid down, as a guide to successful results* 



Art. hi. On the good effects resulting from frequent dig* 

?'^g of the soil in dry weather. By T. Dunlap, New 
ork. 

Some time since I promised to contribute, at your request, 
an occasional article for your interesting Magazine. As the 
present season has been unfavorable for our crops generally, 
flowers as well as vegetables, in consequence of the long con- 
tinued drought, I have taken the liberty of giving a few hints, 
which I trust may be of some service to a few of your readers. 
I have for several years tested, to my satisfaction, the advan« 
tage of digging every ten or twelve days, in preference to wa- 
tering, which is the general mode resorted to in a continuance 
of dry weather, between crops of any kind, where practicable; 
it not only causes more abundant crops, than all the water that 
can be daily administered, but is a saving of one half in labor, 
besides giving the surface of the soil an air of culture, which is 
a great point gained, were there nothing else to recommend 
the practice. 

Should any of your readers think my ideas visionary, let 
them, before they entirely condemn the present hints, try the 
experiment, upon a small scale; should it prove a failure I will 
frankly admit that the old method of watering is preferable, but, 
until then, I maintain that digging occasionally, as above stated, 
will add greatly to the appearance of the garden, will afford 
much greater crops, and last, though not least, will cause the 
soil so managed to retain its moisture in a much greater degree 
than if an equal amount of labor was spent in the old method 
of continually administering water. 

I am, dear Sir, with much respect, yours, 

T. DVNLAP. 

JV*ttf York, July, 1840. 
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Akt. IV. Notices of new and beautiful Plants figured in 
the London Floricultural and Botanical Magazines; with 
Remarks on the Cultivation of many of the species, and some 
•Account of those which it would be desirable to introduce into 
our Gardens. 

Edwards's Botanical Register, or Ornamental Flower Garden 
and Shrubbery. Each number containing from six to eight 
plates, with additional miscellaneous information, relative to 
new Plants. In monthly numbers; Ss. plain, Ss, 6d. colored. 

Paxion's Magazine of Botany ^ and Register of Flowering Plants. 
Each number containing four colored plates. Monthly. 2s, 6d. 
each. Edited by J. Paxton, gardener to the Duke of Devon- 
shire. 

The Horticultural Journal^ and Royal Ladies' Magazine. In 
monthly numbers, with one or more plates; Is, each. Edited 
by Greorge Glenny. 

The (xardener's GazettCy and Weekly Journal of Science and 
. Literature. Weekly; price 6d. each. 

FloricuUural Intelligence. Mr. Townees fine collection of 
Heaths, — We regret to announce to our friends and lovers of 
plants, that this beautiful and rare collection of plants, particu- 
larly of heaths, of which there were upwards of seventy species 
and varieties, belonging to our friend and correspondent, Jo)]n 
Towne, Esq. of Boston, was entirely disposed of at auction, 
on Wednesday, July 25th, at the Rooms of the Massacbusetu 
Horticultural Society. The Society's Room was obtained, 
both for its location and the excellent opportunity it afforded 
of arranging the plants so as to be easily seen by the purchaser. 
The sale was tolerably well attended by amateur cultivators 
and nurserymen; and though the plants sold at a price much 
less than their actual value, still we think that many of them, 
Qonsidering the state of the times, sold at fair prices. 

With the sale of the plants Mr. Towne, for the pr^^ent, re- 
tires from bis favorite pursuit. Various circumstances will pre- 
vent bis forming such another collection for some time; and 
even if be were desirous to do so hereafter, we doubt whether 
he would find more than half of the kinds he has now disposed 
of, and which he has been at great expense and much labor to 
procure, alive. The plants were bought by various individuals, 
and the collection pretty generally distributed. 

The article oo the epacris and heath, which Mr. Towne 
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communicated in the pages of our last volume, (V., p. 376,) 
has been the means of rendering them much less di£5culc of 
cultivation tlian heretofore, and they are now becoming a more 
fashionable flower. A list of the species and varieties ip Mr. 
Towne's collection has already appeared* in our pages, (Vol. 
IV. p. 243.) The following are beautiful sorts, which those 
who purchased should be particularly careful of, viz: £rica 
Saviledna, ventricdsa and ventricosa supirba, c&ffra, rii- 
bens, rilibida, grandifldra, arbutiflora, ceriniboides, pubescens 
major and minor, longifldra, versicolor glutindsa and &r- 
dens. We believe a goodly number of the best plants. have 
fallen into the hands of H. Gray, Esq., who, we hope, will 
succeed as admirably as Mr. Towne has done, in their culti- 
vation. Messrs. Hovey & Co. have also purchased fifteen or 
twenty of the most showy and free flowering kinds, and will 
probably have, in the course of a year, a stock of young plants 
to dispose of. We may thus hope that the collection, or it 
great part of it, which Mr. Towne, during six or eight years, 
has made the greatest exertions to procure, will not be lost. 
We intend, at a future time, to give a description of some 
of the finest, with engravibgs to represent the comparative beau- 
ty of (he flowers. — Ed. 

Cireus coccinexis — A beautiful cereus, under this name, is 
DOW in bloom (July 20,) in our collection. The original 

flant was received from M. Soulange Bodin, of Fromdnt, near 
^aris, in the spring of 1837. We have never seen the same 
flower in any other collection. The plant, in its habit, some« 
what resembles speciosissimus, but is more slender and less 
vigorous in its growth, with smaller and a lesser number of 
spines, rendering it, on this account,, a very desirable variety 
for small collections. The flower is about three fourths the 
size of speciosissimus, very finely formed, each petal smooth 
and regularly pointed, the outline forming a perfect bemis* 
phere. The lower inner petals have the same exquisite violet 
tint which renders the C. speciosissimus so peculiarly splen- 
did. Blooming at midsummer gives it additional value, as it 
prolongs the season of bloom, connecting the spring flowering 
ones with the autumnal blooming Eprphyllum trunciitum and 
Ackerm&nn, the latter often expanding a second time in Sep* 
tember. It well deserves a place in every select collection of 
the C&cti, and may be ranked, among the colored kinds, next 
to the C. speciosissimus. — Ed. 

Mrs. Loudon's Ladies^ Flower Garden of Omamtntal An* 
nuaU has been completed in fifteen numbers, containing for- 
ty-five plates, in which are figured upwards of four hundred 
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dtfierent species and varieties of annuals. It is in quarto form, 
with two hundred and twenty pages of letter-press, printed on 
fine paper, the plates beautifully executed and faithfully color- 
ed, and is sold at eight dollars the complete volume. Mrs. 
Loudon is now engaged on a work similar in every respect, 
except the subject of which it treats. It is called the Ladies^ 
Flower Garden of Ornamental Bulbous rooted Plants^ to be 
completed in twelve or more numbers, and the same quantity 
of letter-press to each, forming a volume of the same size and 
style as the former. This is also, we believe, to be followed 
with other works to match them, illustrating every department 
of ornamental gardening. Mrs. Loudon, as well as the Misses 
Loudon, have contributed much, in the course of the past 
year or two, to gardening literature. A translation of Kollar^s 
[nsectSy a celebrated German treatise, has just been completed 
by the Misses Jane & Mary Loudon, which we shall review 
in a future number, and make some extracts. 

Dr. Lindley's Theory of Horticulture^ one of his latest 
works, is highly spoken of by the English Magazines. We 
shall refer to it again. 

Flora of JSTorth America, — We mentioned in our last, that 
the third and fourth parts of this work, by Drs. Torrey and 
Gray, had just been published. They complete the first vol- 
ume, which extends to seven hundred and fifty pages, and con- 
cludes the history of the polypetalous division of the dicoty- 
ledonous, or exogenous plants. We shall probably offer a re- 
view hereafter: several genera are introduced for the first time, 
and the following new ones are established, mostly on the au- 
thority of Nutall. They are as follows: — 

Pickeringia Nutt. (In honor, we presume, of Dr. Pick- 
ering, of Philadelphia, who accompanied the United 
States' Exploring Expedition,} founded on a Califomian 
plant. 
Nutallia, founded on a plant from Oregon. (There is al- 
ready a genus Nut&llia, established, we believe, by Dr. 
Hooker, on a plant found by Mr. Drummond, in Texas. 
See the Bot, Reg., t. 1938, and our III., p. 219.) 
Peraphyllum JVtiW., from the Rocky Mountains. 
Hypobrichia W. O. Curtisy a plant of the United States. 
Eul6bus JVtl/^, from California. 
Echinocystis, a plant of the United States. 
Discanthera, a Texan plant,. 
Solmi^a, an Oregon plant. 

J&mesta, from the Rocky Mountains, where it was discov- 
ered by l>r. Edwin James. 
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Ed6smia JVW^, from California and Oregon. 

Neuropbyllum, from the United States. 

Euryptera MUL, from California. 

Leptols^ia JVii/^, from Oregon and California. 

Eurytie^nia, a plant from Texas. (An objectionable oamOy 
from its similarity of sound to Euryptera.) 

GIyc6sma JVWf., a plant from Oregon. (Too nearly re- 
sembles Glyc6smis, already established.) 

Cynapium .A/u//., on some plants from Oregon. 

Musdnium Mut.j on some plants of the Upper Missouriy 
Oregon, &c. 

Api^trum JVtdf., on some Oregon and Califomian plants. 

D^weya, (dedicated to Prof. Dewey^ now of Rochesteri 
N. Y.) on a Califomian plant. 

[Tn the absence of some of our London periodicals, we are 
again indebted to the Gardener^s JUagazine for part of the fol- 
lowing notices.] 

DlCOTTLEDONOUS) PoLTPETALOUS, PlANTS. 

Fhiladelphidcea, 

DEITTZIA 
corymMsn R. Br. Th« corymh-fiawerinf DeMxIii. A huHlf •bflib, eoTrted wMl ■ plO. 
fusion of white flowers m loose corymbs. Growing tpur to Awt feot hlgb; ■ tMiwm of 
Nnpittl. Bot. Reg , 1640, 5. 

We have heretofore noticed the beauty of the D. sciibra, 
which flowered finely the past spring, in the nursery of Messrs. 
Winship. The D. corymbosa is a more beautiful species, 
equally hardy, and the white flowers, lemon scented, in loose 
corymbs. It was introduced into Germany by Dr. Van Sie- 
bold, and from thence into England by H. Lowe&; Co. {Bot. 
Meg.^ Jan.) 
Cactdctm. 

CE>RBi;S 
Martidnitf Zucc Dr. Vob Martius*s Cerans. A green-bonse ipedet, with pink flowon* 
nppearing tn April. A native of Mexieo; Introduced in 1898. Bot. Mag., S768. 

Nearly allied toC. flagellifdrmis, but with a somewhat erect 
stem. The flowers are long, tube-shaped and pink. It flow* 
ers abundantly in the summer months. {Bot, Mag.j Dec.) 
Onogrdcece* 
Fuchsh fulgens globdsa, — A hybrid between F, glob6sa 
and fulgens; the former fertilized with the latter. It is inter- 
mediate between the two; an exceedingly free bloomer, with 
a stifl!*, good foliage. {Bot. Rtg.^ Jan.) 
Pittospordceod. s 

BOnLLYwl 
lineiris Undl, Nanrow-r«averf BoHya. A green-hooM pliint, growing flfo feet blgbj with 
bine flowen; a o lUve of Swan river; Introduced in 1839. Bot. Reg. 

The S. heterophylla, though not a commonly cultivated 
plant, is tolerably weU known; £e present subject is larger and 
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finer, and more slender looking, and the flowers are of an intense 
blue and of large size. It was found in the Swan river colony 
bj Mr. Drummond and others, and first introduced to England 
bj R. Mangles, Esq. {Bot. Reg.y Jan.) 

BaUamindcem, 
iuPA*riENa 

trle6fnlt LUJL Thrrm boniM Balnmtn. An tnnatl tpeeiei, with yellow flowenj ap- 
pearing In Jnly and Auguat; Introdueed in 1839, from India. Bot. Reg., 1840, 9, 

A very beautiful yellow species, from India; an annual, and 
well worthy of introduction. (Bot. Reg.^ Feb.) 

It appears from a letter of Dr. Wight, lately published, tliat 
more than one hundred species occur in India, while Rox- 
burgh has described but three; probably some of them possess 
much beauty. I. picta is a fine biennial species, raised from 
seeds received from Dr. Royle. 

DlCOTTLEDONOUS, MOROPETALOUS, PlANTI. 



ftgaea ffml. Fiery I^obella. A hot>hoaM porennial tpeeiaa; growing fbnr feet btgli) wfth 
•eariet flowers; appearing in Angust and September. It it a native of Mexico: and ia- 
tfodaced in I83S. Paz. Mag. Boc., Vol. VI., p. 347. 



A very showy species, lately received from M. Makoy, of 
Liege. It delights in warm atmosphere, and is suited to the 
stove, where its scarlet blossoms make a great display. It is 
propagated by cuttings taken from shoots which have not flow- 
ered, or from suckers from the roots. {Pax. Mag. Bot.^ 
Dec.) 

RfMieete. 

BOUVA'RDM 
^ndena ChwAen Splendid BoQTardla. A green-hnttM plani; glowing two Ibet htgb; 
wtok eearlot liowen, appearing all rammer. A native of Mexico. Hot. Mag., 3781. 

^^Nearly allied to B. triphylla, but of freer growth, and 
much more splendid flowers." The leaves are more scabrous, 
larger, and more acuminated. It is difficult of propagation by 
cuttings, but increases readily by slips from the roots, less than 
half an inch long, and covered so as to leave the upper end ex- 
posed and level with the surface. {Bot. Mag.^ Feb.) 

B. triphylla is now finely in flower; it is a beautiful orna- 
ment of the flower border in summer, where it grows vigorous- 
ly, attaining the height of two feet or more. B. spl^ndens 
will prove a valuable acquisition. 
Apoeynicea. 

MANDBVl'LlMf LIndl. (In honor of H. J. ManderlTle, Eaq., Her Britannic Mi^esty** 
Miolater at Bnenoe Ayrea, to whom we an indeblad for tJia intioduetion of tbla and 
many otber iutareaiiog planu.) 
fsavMeae LuM, Swoet^rented Mandevllla, A climbinf green-tioace plant; witll 
whHn flowen, appearing from Jnoe to August. A native of fiooaoi AyiM, Intro- 
duced In 1837. Bot. Re«., 1340, 7. 

A beautiful climbing plant, common in Buenos Ayres, where 
it is known as the Chile jasimine: it is found growing in al- 
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most every garden, where it perfumes the air with its ^^most 
deliciously sweet^^ fragrance. It grows freely, and should not 
be pruned too much, as it bears its flowers^ like many other 
vines, upon the wood of the same year. Easily propagated by 
cuttings. Bot. Reg.j Feb.) 
Cobakcend. 

COBMA , _^ 

macroft^mma Ifohk. Large stemmed Coboa, A climbing plant, growing twenty reel 
high; witb yellowUh-{n%an flowers; appearing In apriog and suiBiner. A naUve of 
Guayaquil. Inlroduced in 1837. Uot. Mag., 3780. 

Raised from seeds sent home by Mr. Skinner, in the spring 
of 1839, and flowered in the Conservatory of the Glasgow 
Botanic Garden, in November of that year. It is probabi} as 
hardy as the C. scandens. The flowers are of a yellowish 
green, but the filamens of the stamens are red; both stamens 
and the style are very long and exserted. {Bot. Jilag.j Feb.) 
Convolvulice(B. 

Ipom(z"a Uarii Paxt.j is figured in Paxton^s Magazine of 
Botany^ and is stated to greatly resemble the beautiful I. ru- 
bro caert!ilea, (see our II., p. 342.) Ii is a free grower, and 
the cuttings root very easily. {Pax. Mag. Bot.y Jan.) 
Yerbenicem. 

Yerbina ama'na Hort. — A pretty species, said to be very 
nearly allied to V. teucrioidtSy but the flowers are purple, and 
in a much denser spike, and with numerous and very conspicu- 
ous bracteas. The leaves are pinnatified, and the habit part- 
ly trailing, with upright flowering shoots. It is stated to be 
well adapted to planting out in beds. {Pax^ Mag. Bot.^ 
Feb.) 

JWw Verbenas. — In the report of the Esihibition of the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, in another page, it will be 
seen that Mr. Kiivington exhibited fifteen new varieties of ver- 
benas, one of which the committee particukrly notice as very 
fine. 

^canthAcex. 

TBJJKBEfRQJjt 
anrantiaca Hort* A climbing annaal, witb orange-colnred flowaia; appearing all anm- 
men a native of the Cape of Good Hope. Introdaced in 1838. Pax. Mag. of Bot., VI., 

p. 9t9. 

A fine species, diflering from T. alkta only in the color of 
of its flowers, which are of a fine orange, and in their some- 
what larger size. Probably equally as easy of cultivation. 
{Pax. Mag. Bot.^ Jan.) 

T. alJita ftlba is yet a rare variety. We flowered it last 
season, and it forms a pretty contrast with the T. al&ta. The 
T. aurantiaca will be a fine addition, and the three planted to- 
gether, and running up on one trellisi will form a jmost pleasing 
mixture of colors. 
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REVIEWS. 

Art. I. The FamurU Gazette^ and Horticultural Reposi- 
tory. In monthly nunobers, quarto. One dollar per annum. 
Specimen number. New Haven. 1840. 

[This is the title of a new paper, proposed to be issued in 
New Haven, Conn., and is only a specimen number, issued in 
the place of a prospectus. Should there be a reasonable en- 
couragement offered, its regular publication will be immediate- 
ly commenced. At present there is no paper devoted to ag- 
riculture and horticulture exclusively, in the State of Con- 
necticut, and we see no reason why one should not receive a 
liberal support. The editor appeals to the farmers of the 
State, and we hope they will give him a substantial response. 

We have more particularly noticed this work at this time, 
in order to extract from its pages an article contributed by our 
correspondent and subscriber. Dr. A. S. Monson, Vice-Pres- 
ident of the New Haven Horticultural Society, upon the can- 
ker worm. The destructive character of this insect, and its 
great depredations upon the apple and the elm, has lately at- 
tracted the attention of the horticultural community, as well as 
the public generally, to its habits, and the discovery of some 
method by which they may be exterminated. Various meth- 
ods have been devised to destroy the insects, both in the larvs 
and perfect state. To prevent the ascension of the larvae or 
grub, to the tree, can be effected in various ways; but then, to 
most cultivators, this is always attended with too much trouble; 
a speedier method is desired, but whether any will be found, 
by which they can be more efiectually kept off, is a matter of 
doubt. 

The following article is well worth perusal, and we com- 
mend it to the attention of our readers, especially all who are 
interested in the destruction of the canker worm. — Ed.] 

Remarks on the habits of the Canker Worm^ and the various 
methods of exterminating. By Alfred S. Monson, M. D. 
**These destroyers of fruit, flower and shade trees have 
been so often described in papers and periodicals, and their 
ravages so often witnessed, as to make their history a matter of 
considerable notoriety. I have seen some districts of country, 
as in some parts of New Jersey, having fine apple orchards, 
where their existence was unknown. 
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<^In this section of country, the trees most commonlj select- 
ed by them are the apple and the elm. Some years since, 
the maple was badly eaten, and occasionally, at the present 
time, this is the case, where no other tree more eligible pre- 
sents itself. They prefer to it, however, the thorny locust, 
and the plum and cherry, the latter of which, this year, has 
been in some cases nearly denuded of its foliage. Their rav- 
ages are not at all confined, however. They will often injure 
the rose, the camellia japonica, and many other favorites of the 
garden and green-house. I have seen a larch and a peach 
tree eaten by them; but they seemed to be eating indigestible 
food. 

^^Mdst of the operations directed against the race of canker 
worms have consisted in protecting the body of the tree against 
the ascent of the female miller or bug, which has no wings, 
and must crawl up if it ascends at all. Did their ascent take 
place only for a short time, say a month, the means resorted 
to could easily be rendered efficient by vigilance and attention. 
But the difficulty is greatly increased by the fact that this vigi«* 
lance is to be unceasing, from the last of the month of August 
to the last of April. The greatest numbers perhaps ascend in 
November and April; and the farmer used to believe that a 
protection of tar in April would save his fruit. Formerly 
their ascent was more confined to this month than it now seems 
to be. 

*^The patent leaden troughs, as constructed in Rhode Island 
and Connecticut, if properly attended to, are perhaps more ef- 
fectual than any other application that has been made. If these 
troughs were made wider, so as to admit of the upper part 
being turned over farther, to prevent the ingress of rain, it 
might be an improvement; and perhaps some other liquid 
might be substituted instead of oil, that would answer the ptir- 
pose more efiectualty. Any liquid might be liable to be 
blown out, and in that case would need to be replenished. 
The oil, when inundated by water, floats on the surface, and 
mostly runs off. The insects will sometimes accumulate in 
such numbers, in four or five days, even in the month of Feb* 
ruary, as to absorb the oil, and enable others to cross over 
their bodies on to the tree. The snow will sometimes cover 
(he troughs and meh off every where but on the north side, 
where it will remain after a warm change has set the millers in 
motion, which, crawling up, find a bridge of ice on the north 
side, by which they reach the upper nart of the tree. 

^^ Would not a saturated solution ot caustic potash be a f^ood 
•ubstituta for oil f Dissolve so much potash as to leave some 
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undissolved at the bottom^ and fill the troughs with it. This 
would destroy every insect that came in contact with it, and 
would not freeze or congeal in cold weather. If the troughs 
are not constructed so as to keep out water, it will become di- 
luted, and will need renewing; or some lumps of potash may 
remain to be dissolved, in case water gets into the trough. 
Whatever liquids are used for this purpose, vigilance will be 
required in a greater or less degree. The straw or sea weed, 
(the latter is best,) stuffed between the troughs and the trees, 
is often blown across the edges of the troughs, forming a pas- 
sage, unless removed, rendering the proteciion incomplete. 
That however, with moderate attention, these troughs will de- 
stroy so many of the main body of canker worms that ascend 
in April, and of the large numbers that ascend in all the mild 
weather of the winter months, as to save most of the fruit of 
the trees, I have experience to prove, in an experiment made 
with them upon twelve apple trees, during the past season. 
The expense of these troughs, being about one dollar for a 
tree of common size, and the trouble of attending on them, are 
the greatest objections to them. 

*^The New £ngland Farmer gives a description of a frame^ 
to be made about the tree, on which to affix .tar, &c. &c. 

^^ A very good method of extermination, when the worms get 
possession of the tree, and get size and weight enough to 
string off before they eat much, is to jar them off with a blow 
on the limbs, and strike them on to the ground, and place a 
pile of ashes around the tree, which they will in vain try to as- 
cend, and will form a body encircling the ashes, and are easily 
scalded. This process, repeated three days in succession, will 
save the fruit. 

^^A number of years ago, I saw tried a double row of chest- 
nut burs, strung around the body of a tree. It presented a 
troublesome obstruction to the ascent of the insect, although it 
was not a perfect protection to the tree. A practical gentle- 
man of my acquaintance, and a good farmer, thought the idea 
originated with him, and was so confident of its success in pre- 
venting the ascent of the insects, that he offered for a stipulat- 
ed sum to protect all our shade trees by this means. If used, 
the burs should be gathered soon after they drop. 

*^It appears to me that if any other means are likely to prove 
extensively beneficial in lessening the injury of trees from these 
insects, it will consist in preventing their rising out of the 
ground at all. The progress of the canker worm to and from 
the ground, are two of its most interesting periods of existence 
to cultivators and gardeners, in reference to means available 
for their destruction. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



304 Farmer^s Gazette^ and EhrHcuUural Reporiiory. 

<< These insects sometimes become nearly extitict, apparently 
in consequence of their being so numerous as to devour all ac« 
cessible to them before they obtain their maturity. They will 
probably travel about one eighth of a mile a day, if they find 
no food, but will often eat unsuitable food rather than go so 
far. In either case, when thus badly nourished, numbers of 
them die, as is the case with the silk worm under similar keep- 
ing. They are enfeebled, and never become oviparous. In 
their progress to the chrysalis state, a day or two before they 
wind up, they become more inactive, cease eating, and descend 
by their web to the ground. They then gradually excavate a 
hollow spot in the ground, and by writhing and turning they 
gradually worm themselves into the ground, the body gradually 
shortening, and by the lime they arrive at the end of their jour- 
ney, they become quiescent in the chrysalis state — the miller 
with a shell around it, formed from the outer coat of the worm. 
The distance it gets into the ground varies according to the 
agility of the worm and the hardness of the soil it penetrates — 
generally from two to four inches. In this condition any one 
may find them, during the summer season, under trees which 
were infested, by scraping with a hoe, or digging. Many 
small holes will be noticed, ending where the chrysalis lays, 
which, on being lacerated by the hoe, have the same color and 
appearance with the canker worm itself. When the insect 
leaves this condition it has great powers of endurance, surviv- 
ing a temperature many degrees below cypher, and is other- 
wise rather tough to kill, compared to the worm itself. Yet it 
appears to be an insect of too feeble powers to force its way 
through solid ground, as it emerges from its dormant state; 
neither is it probable it could ever gain its ascent through the 
earth in any other manner, but through the perforation by 
which it descended. I have additional reasons for this opin- 
ion, from the fact that several trees on my own premises, the 
surface of the earth around which was covered with dirt and 
rubbish, placed there during the summer, after the worms de- 
scended were not infested at all with worms, until they came 
from neighboring trees. 

^'I have seen an orchard sowed with rye, adjoining another 
orchard that had not been ploughed that season. The foliage 
of the former was not perceptibly injured by worms, whereas 
that of the latter was seared and entirely consumed by them. 
Were the ground ploughed, and the surface under the trees 
rolled, or a surface of half a foot of earth added without plough- 
ing and rolled hard, it would probably effect much in prevent- 
ing their ascent— especially if the soil is one that will roll hard; 
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if not, its interstices may be filled by pouring over it a thin 
mixture of four parts sand> and one of vvater-lirne with water. 
This plan will answer for a few choice trees in a garden, if 
not for an orchard. In orchards, ploughing in the last part 
of summer will be the most advantageoas plan, on a large scale, 
that can be resorted to — not operating on the principle on 
which it is sonoetimes supposed, by exposing the insect to the 
winter; for thqy are so constituted as to be able to endure the 
severest cold of our winters. It operates by changing their 
position, and cutting off their ascent by the opening made in 
their descent. The ground should be rolled after ploughing; 
but if it is not rolled, the settling caused by its own weight, 
and by rain, would undoubtedly obstruct the egress of great 
numbers. In gardens, it would be worth while to dig over and 
cover over with about half a foot of other soil, or soil from 
beyond the area of the shade of the tree, and roll it bard. 

^4 shall end this hurried communication, by noticing one 
other way in which trees may be protected tolerably well and 
cheaply, with water-lime — a mode I have resorted to, by 
way of experiment for peach trees, with a somewhat similar 
object in view, and find it answers my expectations. Place a 
bed of sand about the tree, on the ground, and in it lay some 
water-lime mortar^ and hollow out with a trowel or stick a 
gutter, and when it gets seasoned hard, fill with potash water 
or oil. Leave a space filled with sand of four or five inches 
betwixt the inside of the circular trough and the tree, beneath 
which spread previously a little cement in sand, to prevent any 
insects ascending between the trough and the tree." 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Akt. I. Qeneral Noticee. 

Oraflingthe lUac an the ofA.— This season I grafted the different 
species of lilac upon the common ash, in accordance with some in- 
formation I received from a friend, (Mr. Wolff, Jr.) while I lived in 
Paris. [See some account of this in our V., p. 446. — Ed.] I do not 
recollect to have seen any account of any one having tried the same 
in this country. We had grafted here about three dozen ashes, vary- 
ing from four feet to ten feet in height, with the common and Persian 

VOL. VI. — KG. vin, 39 
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lilac; and I am happy to say, that the result has exceeded rhy most 
san^ruine expectation9; for we have now growinfc about tweniy fine, 
healthy plant8, with branches from one foot to eighteen inches long, 
which 1 hope, in another year, to see covered with bhiom. They 
were grafted in April, after the lilacs had mnde considerable shoots. 
I would therefore advise that the scions be taken off in January or 
February, in order to retard their vegetating too soon for the stocks. 
Would not the pendulous ash form a beautiful object, by having its 
branches grafted with Persian lilac? {Gard. Ma^.) 

The peach and the nectarine the same apeciea. — "Dec. 1, 1885, plant- 
ed twenty stones of peaches, which had been kept in sand since Au- 
gust last. Sept. 1839 — the.<e stones came up the following summer: 
one of the trees bore fruit in 1838, and proved to be a nectarine, 
j[free stone) of excellent quality j proving the correctness of your opin- 
ion, that the -peach and nectanne are essentially the same species." 
Query? As far as this goes, is it not evidence that the t^mooth skin- 
ned peach, or nectarine, is the more original? {Gard, Mag,) 

Superiority of Mr. Hoare^t system of pruning the vine. — Three 
years since, 1 transplanted a vine of several years' growth, preserving 
the roots as long and uninjured as possible, against the wall of a barn 
in a southern aspect. The ground was previously trenched to the 
depth of two feet, the bottom being dry and the soil calcareous. 
The vine was managed according to the plan recommended by Mr. 
Hoare: two shoots being left last autuinn for leaves, and two cut 
down for new wood. This spring the two shoots, each having twelve 
buds, with the buds on the stocks, and one or two pushed from the 
old stem, produced one hundred and fifty-two bunches, most of them 
very large. Six other vines, managed on the same plan, were full of 
promise, and no instance of failure occurred. This success, coupled 
with the simplicity of Mr. Hoare's system of pruning, strongly recom- 
mends it for adoption. If generally followed, graped would be as 
common in England as gooseberries and currants: would that we 
were equally sure in ripening them! — Id, [It will be recollected by 
those who have read Mr. Hoare's treatise, that his experiments were 
made upon the foreign grape, so called; the Isabella and Catawba, 
the grapes most commonly grown with us, as well as all American 
grapes, will not bear such severe pruning as may be applied to for- 
eign grapes. They are much more vigorous in their growth, and 
short pruning would throw the vines into the production of wood 
rather than fruit: gardeuers err in this, and mucn of the fault which 
has been laid to the soil, situation, &.C., is to be attributed to the want 
of a knowledge of a judicious method of pruning. — Ed.] 

Italian method of eating stratoberries. — The Kilmarnock Journal 
says, that those who have eaten strawberries served in the following 
manner, will never eat them in any other way. It is the Italian 
method of dressing them. Place as many berries as will form one 
layer at the bottom of a dish; sift some fine loaf sugar over them; 
then place another layer, and sift again. When there are five or six 
layers, out a fresh lemon, and squeeze all over them. Before help- 
ing, let them be gently disturbed, that they may have the benefit of 
the lemon juice and sugar. {Newspaper,) 

SuperfoBtation in hybridization, — Dr.Lindley,in his Theory ofHor^ 
Heulture, has an excellent chapter on hybridization. Mr. Knight be- 
lieved in vegetable superfcetation by hybridization; other writers, also, 
adopted Mr. Knight's conclusions, which were drawn from experi- 
ments on the garden pea. Although his view^ have not been iiositive*^ 
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\y proved, still mnny able physiolojn'sts doabt the doctrine. Dr. 
Linilley, however, lends bw name in its favor, as will be seen by the 
following:^ 

"We cannot reasonably doabt that a process so simple as that of 
dusting the stigma of one plant with the pollen of another, which 
must be continually happening in our gardens, either through the 
agency of iniiects, or the currents in the air, and which, where it 
takes place between two varieties allied to each other, must neces- 
sarily produce a cross; we cannot suppose, I say, that this occurs in 
our crowded gardens and orchards at that time only when we per- 
form it artificially. The operation it^telf, although so simple, con- 
sisting in nothing more than applying the pollen of one plant to the 
stigma of another, nevertheless requires to be guarded by some 
precautions. In the first place, it is requisite that the flower whoso 
stigma is to be fertilized, should be deprived of its own anthers be- 
fore they burst, otherwise the stigma will be self impregnated, and 
although superfoetation is not, by any means, impossible, yet it is 
not very likely to occur.'' {Oari. Mag.) 



Art. II. Foreign Notieee. 
ENGLAND. 



Cultivation of the Alpine Strawberry in pots.^^l sow the seeds in 
boxes, about the middle of Februarv, in a light, sandy soil,* and 
place the box upon a flat hot water pipe, in a vinery where it is not 
too hot, taking care to sow the seed very thin, and to cover it very 
slightly. The seed should be saved the year previous to sowing. I 
always save my own seed from some of the largest and earliest fruit, 
as there is much difference in the shape and size of this kind of straw- 
berry. The soil I use is a mixture of loam, leaf mould, cucumber 
soil, and white sand, well incorporated together. The plants must 
be pricked out into boxes, and, when lartre enough, potted into small 
pots, well drained; and they must be shifted, as they require it, till 
they are potted in ^ and 16 sized pots, [No. 4 and 5.] They will 
require to be smoked frequently, to destroy the aphides. They are 
best grown under glass, either in frames or in a vinery, where they 
can have plenty of atr and light. In July they will require to be 
placed in a shady place out in the open air: the pots had better be 
placed on boards, slates, or someihmg of that sort, to prevent the 
roots from getting through; and occasionally watered with dung wa- 
ter. I always cut off the runners, and likewise the flower-steins, till 
about Angust; and I find that the fruit is much improved by thinning 
out a portion of the blooms and stems; and, by attending to this point, 
there may be good fruit from September to January. 1 place, hi Au- 

* It will be perhaps recollected, that this is precisely tiie same course we folbwed 
iu the production of tiie new seedling we have docribed io another page. Tlie use of 
sandy soil is paiticularly noted.— £a. 
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gust And September, a portion of the plants upon a peaeh-hoase shelf, 
where they have alwHys plenty of air and sun, and are sheltered 
from heavy showers nf rnin. 1 keep the plants upon shelves, by the 
front sashes of a fig-house, for the late crops. In 18S7, by this meth- 
od i had Alpine strawberries, and particularly fine, until Christmas; 
and at that season of the year they are a great acquisition at a dinner 
party. I gathered a very nice dish on the 31st of December, 1889, 
and have plants in fruit and blossom at this time, Jan. 10, 1840. 

To raise these in the open ground, the plants are turned out of the 
pots, with the ball of roots entire, and planted in rows of well dug and 
rich soil, making a trench to receive the plants. The runners and 
flower stems must be taken off till the fruit is wanted. Treated in 
this manner, the plants bear from August to October. The plants 
should be liberally watered in dry weather. — J. Seymour, in Gard* 
Mag. 

Seymour's superb xohite Celery. — A variety, under this name, has 
been grown in England, by a few cultivators, for eight or ten years; 
but has never found its way into the seedsman^s hands, until 1839. 
Mr. Seymour, the author of the Seymour system of training peach 
trees, first raised the variety in 1830; and it is so shy in producing 
seed, that it has only been cultivated by a few persons to whom the 
seed was pres<'nted. It grows to a great size, some of the heads 
weighing as much as thirteen pounds after the soil and decayed leaves 
were taken off, and of the height of five feet. Mr. Seymour, the 
younger, has cultivated it to such a state, that the heads of a whole 
row, seventy-five feet long, averaged nine and ten pounds each, after 
the soil and outside leaves bad been taken off. Five and six pounds is 
the weight by ordinary cultivation. Now that the seeds have got into 
the trade, we hope it will be introduced. — Ed. 



Art. III. Domestic Notices. 



WistMa Consequiinn. — No vine is so common here as the Wista- 
ria: you may find it over a hundred doors in our rural city, and it 
grows, when once firmly rooted, with great vigor. I will endeavor to 
collect some statistics about it, and send them to you, as it seems to 
be a rare plant with you from the mode in which it is spoken of in the 
Magazine* I now remember Mr. Pickering Dodge, of Salem, was 
much struck with it, when here two or three years ago, and made 
man)r inquiries about it: the beautiful blue flowers were just then ex- 
panding. Mr. Hogg showed me the original plant he imported some 
^ears since, and from which he furnished Mr. Gushing, and spoke of 
It as rare. You say, in one of your recent numbers, that it will, prob- 
ably, winter well: I need not state that none of the multitudes which 
grow here are ever protected—it is as hardy as an oak. — B. Sillimanf 
Jr.y New Haven t Conn.^ JtUy, 1840. 

[Is not our correspondent mistaken in the plant? And is not the 
Wistaria, with the beautiful blue flowers, the W. frut^scens, an 
American species, somewhat resembling the W. Consequana, and 
thought by some to be even more beautiful? The W. frut^scens. 
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though not by any means common aronnd Boston, has been cultivat- 
ed in some of the nurseries for several years, but it has not been in- 
troduced to gardens. The flowers of W, Consequ^na are not blue, 
but of a bluish lilac, while those of the W. frut^scens approach to a 
pale blue: the cluster of blossoms of the frut^scens is not so Ions nor 
as large as the Consequ^a. The many plants grown in New Haven 
may be the latter species, though we think they are not. W. Conse- 
quana, but a few years since, was considered rare in England, and 
also difficult of propagation, which rendered it for a long time a dear 
plant. We shall be glad to receive all the statistics our correspond- 
ent can procure, relative to the introduction and cultivation of the 
species in New Haven. They will at once clear up a doubt about 
tne true species. — Ed. 

Mr. Donald has given up the management of the. Public Garden, 
and che establishment, until another gardener is procured, is under 
the direction of our correspondent, Mr. Teschemacher. The garden 
is in very good condition. A band of music performs on Saturday even- 
ings, and the number of visitors, on these occasions, is very large.— 
Ed, 

^ So/^um $p.—l procured, from Mr. Hog|f, New York, a short time 
since, a new Slolinum sp. of climbing habit and quite delicate flow- 
ers. Have you seen it? — B. SilHman^ Jr., New HaveUy Conn., Jvlyf 
1840. [{n our Vol. II., p. 223, a Sloiknum is noticed under the name 
of S. crlspum, and it is stated to make as handsome a show as Wis- 
tkrta Consequkna, if trained to a wall>the flowera being of a purplish 
blue, in large corymbs. Perhaps the plant mentioned by our corres- 
pondent is the same. A species is also noticed in our Vol. Y., p.. 
858, in the Report of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, as the 
iS. jasmiooides. It was exhibited by Mr. Buist, but no remark i» 
made respecting the habit of the plant. — Ed."] 

Yerbinaf&lgeru.'^My verbenas are doing finely: V, ftilgen» is far 
the most splendid color 1 have ever seen in any flower of any genus, 
except C^reus. — Id, 

Vennis^t patent (.0 irough$ for destroying canker worms, — We 
are glad to see that the attention of the puMic has been called to 
the patent invention of a Mr. Dennis, of Rhode Island; in which 
be claims to have originated the circular troughs for destroying the 
canker worm grub. 

We have been astonished to think that the commissioners of the 
patent office should give a patent for such a simple contrivance 
ad the circular troughs. And this Mr. Dennis, in applying for a 
patent for his circular troughs, has, in our opinion, nlaced himself 
m a laughable position helote the public. But he has no claima 
whatever to a patent: the idea of circular troughs did not originate 
^what an inventive idea!) with him; at least six years previous to hi» 
discovery, these circular troughs were recommended by several cor- 
respondents of the New England Farmer, and were probably not put 
in use on account of the cost of making them. We cannot well ima- 
gine a more illiberal spirit than that manifested by Mr. Dennis, in 
flrst adopting a plan recommended by others; and, second, applying 
for a patent, with the hope that, by the "provisions of the instru- 
ment," he would intimidate man^ honest fanners from making good 
use of the disjcovery, in destroying the canker worm grub, without 
paying him or his authorized agents a good sum for the use of his 
patent right! 

We do not know yet how completely effectual these circular troughs 
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have proved; as some have stated that they were useless, while others 
affirm their certainty in the destruction of the gruh; we have no 
doubt that, properly applied to the tree, and kept filled with oil or 
some other Hub5tanre, they will effect a irood purpose; and we would 
recommend every fanner \o make his own circular trough, and apply 
them to his trees, notwithstanding the "14th section of the law of 
18S6," which ma ken it an offence for which a fine may be exacted. 
Had we occasion to use them, we would run the risk of any trouble to 
be apprehended from prosecution. We will here state, for the inform- 
ation of tho^e who wish to use them, how they were manufactured 
by Mr. P. G. Robbins, of Roxbury, one of the first who invented the 
plan, as long ago as 1830: — Cut a sheet of lead four and a half inch- 
es wide, and of sufficient length; form it on the handle of a pitch- 
fork* like a tube, then pass a rope through it, and bend it round the 
tree till the end'* meet; let them lap two inches and be hammered to- 
gether, and by the aid of putty or paint made water tight; then fill in 
the cavity between the tree and the troughs with sea weed, or, if not 
to be easily procured, with straw; fill the trough, the latter part of 
September, with winter siruined oil, or some other liquid, and the 
grul>s cannot ascend the tree. 

Our object, at this time, is only to notice the claim of the inTention 
of Mr. Dennis. He has no claim at all; and we hope that every per- 
son who wishes to put the circular trough around his tree, will not be 
deterred from doing so by the "14th section of the law of 1886.** — £d. 

Budding roscB in June. — Mr. T. Lee informs us that he has rosea 
now (July 10,) finely in bloom, which were budded in June. Good 
buds are inserted in strong stocks of the Boursalt, Four Seasons, &c., 
and the stock being hardy, the bud immediately shoots forth, and in 
five weeks produces flowers; at least such has been the case under 
the successful treatment of Mr. Lee, who has been the first to practise 
budding at that early season. — Ed. 

The Franeonia raspberry, — One of the most valuable fruits which 
has been introduced of late years, is the Franeonia raspberry; and al- 
though it was first imported by S. G. Perkins, Esq., some years a^o, 
yet it is not often found, except in the most choice collections. We 
intend, at a future time, to give some history of the variety, its intro- 
duction, cultivation, &c., but, in the mean time, every person who 
has it not already in his garden, should procure it without delay, if he 
is a lover of handsome fruit. It is the most productive variety known, 
and the fruit is so showy, large and rich, that it always commands a 
good price.— /(/. 



Art. IV. Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 

May 19, 1840.— The stated meeting of the Society was held at its 
Hall this evening, the President in the chair. [The report of the 
monthly meeting in April, has never been received. — Ed,] 

The following report was submitted by the Committee on Plants 
and Flowers : — 

* A pitchfork ie scaroely large eoough : a round stick, four iodm in diameter^ 
would do better.— £d. 



Digitized by 



Google 



FtntiMylvania IhrtkuUural Society. 311 

"The Committee on Plants and Flowers report, that at the Socie- 
tjr'a intermeiliate meeting^ofthe 2d inst., there were exhibited, (in oc- 
cordance with part only of the premium list,) six pots of auriculas, 
and six pots of polyanthus. Your Committee regret, however, that 
their characters were so deficient, that they could not in justice awanl 
premiums to either of them, yet they cannot pass over in silence the 
auriculas, exhibited by Robert Kilvington, some of which were very 
pretty. Mr. K. also presented to (he notice of the Committee, fifteen 
new seedling verbenas, one of which was particularly fine, purple, 
and distinct of its kind, though not yet named." 

The Committee on Vegetables reported— that at the same inter- 
mediate meeting, they awarded the premiums as follows, viz: For 
the best flag, or broad leeks, to William Chalmers, Sr. For the best 
spinach, to Andrew Patton, gardener to Mrs. Kohne. For the best 
asparagus, to Robert Kilvington; and for the best mushrooms, to 
Robert Kilvington. 

The Committee noticed with pleasure the introduction of an indig- 
enous vegetable, the Morel, (Morch^lla escul^uta,) for the first time, 
by Robert Kilvington; for which they awarded an honorary premium 
of Two Dollars. 

Exhibited, Plants and Flowers: — By Robert Kilvington, auricu- 
las, in pots, and a variety of cut flowers of seedling verbenas. By 
Hirst si Dreer, polyanthus in pots. By Alexander Parker, cut flow- 
ers of single and double tulips. 

Vegetables: — By Roliert Kilvington, asparagus, indigenous morel, 
and mushrooms. By Andrew Patton, spinach and leeks; and leeks, 
by William Chalmers, Sr., William Gniham, and P. Flemniing. 

To competitors, this evening, the following awards have been 
made: — 

By the Committee on Plants and Flowers: — For the best ten va* 
rteties of Chinese sweet scented roses, no premium was awarded, as 
none of the roses were named, and the committee had doubts. For 
the best American seedling Chinese rose, to John Sherwood. This 
fine rose was propagated in nine weeks from the time of planting the 
seed. For the most interesting colleciion of plants in pots, to Robert 
Buist. For the second best collection, to Joseph Cook. For the 
third best collection, to Andrew Dryburgh. For the best bouquet to 
Andrew Dryburgh; and for the second best, to Alexander Parker. 

The attention of the committee was specially attracted by the ex- 
hibition of some beautiful cut flowers of the ranunculus, by Robert 
Buist; they were, however, too early for the premium. 

The display of plants, on this occasion, was worthy of particular 
notice. 

By the Committee on Vegetables: — For the best forced cauliflow- 
ers, to George Robinson, gardener to H. Binney. For the best forc- 
ed potatoes, to James McKee, gardener to C. Chauficey. For the 
best peas, grown in New Jersey, to Adam Price, Burlington. For 
the best sallad, grown in the open ground, to George Robinson, gar- 
dener of H. Biuney. For the l>est blanched rhubarb, to James Mc 
Kee, gardener of Charles Chauncey. 

Ordered, that an honorary premium of Two Dollars be given to 
G. G. Hatch, of Camden, N. J., for having exhibited marketable peas 
on the 5th of Ma^. 

A communication, by Robert Buist, on the culture of the ranuncu- 
lus, was read, and ordered to be inserted on the Minutes; and, aa 
this subject ia one of interest^ it is here given. 
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"Remarks on the euUivation of the Ranuneuhu. — It has been ad- 
mitted that the ranunculus excels every flower in symmetry of shape, 
as well as in the brilliancy and variety of its coloring; nature^ even 
in its gayest mood, does not present a more attractive object than a 
bed of these beautiful flowers; unfortunately, their culture has been 
considered impracticable in this vicinity, and, even with the greatest 
attention and continual care, there has rarely been a solitary speci- 
men presented before the Society. The attention and culture betowed 
on the specimens now before this meeting, have difiered very far 
from that of previous practice, in October, 1839, they were planted 
in a stiff, loamy soil, mixed with a small portion of leaf mould, the 
tubers were placed in drills, about three inches, and eight inches be- 
tween the drills, the crown of the roots were then covered two inches 
deep with the same soil. About the first of December the bed was 
covered with two inches of decayed tanner's bark, which was taken 
off about the first of March. Thus, with no other care bestowed, 
except weeding,) have the specimens now exhibited been produced. 
My fellow members will perceive from the above, that there is noth- 
ing difficult or ambiguous in their culture— its chief merit is its actual 
simplicity. If these remarks tend to throw even a ray of light on the 
cultivation of this rich and gay tribe, it will meet the whole object of 
the writer; — which is respectfullv submitted.-* JRo66rf Buist." 

A communication from Mr. J. Huflhagle, accompany ini; two boxes 
of Calcutta flower seeds, as a present to the Society, from Dr. C- Hufif- 
nagle, his son, was read, and a vote of the thanks of the Society or- 
dered to the donor, and the seeds referred to the appropriate commit- 
tee. 

Jdembers elected. — Valentine Glenat, George Gale, Dr. Hudson S. 
Burr, Richard R. Robb, Uenrv £. Montgomery, George Campbell, 
Charles A. Poulson, Edward W. Robinson, and John G. Reading. 

Exhibited, Plants: — By Robert Buist, neW plants, ColHnsta hete- 
rophylla. Erysimum Perofiskyc^num, Gladiolus Colvilitt, LUium atro- 
sanguinium, Maxillkria sp. Mesembry&nthemum glkbrum, M. tricol- 
or, Pentst^mon specidsum, and Rhod&nthe Man^El^sit, Alstroemdria 
pulch^lla, A. tricolor, Amary Hides, twelve kinds, Calceolkrice, Clem- 
atis Siebdldu, Gloxfnta specidsa, Fxia longifl^ra, i. rOibro-cyiLnea, Ix- 
6ra coccinea, Ornith6galum atireum, Sen^cio sp., Ferb^nie, and Pe- 
largdnia in varietv, viz. Alarm, Alexandrina, Alicia, Beauty of Ware, 
Blandlna, multiflora,Ca88ius, Climax, Discount, Elegantfssima, Em- 

Eror of the West, Florence, Gem, Isedorianum, King of Hanover, 
idy Dillon, Prima Donna, and Unas. Cut paosies, twelve sortSj 
and twenty-one varieties of cut ranunculus. 

By Joseph Cook, .^l^piaf atirea, Epiphyllum Ackermlinn, E. 
Jenkins6nt, a large specimen in profuse bloom, bearing upwards of 
one hundred flowers. Hydrlingea hort^nsis, and pelargdnia, in 

5reat variety, viz. Adelina, Admiral Napier, Albidum, Americl^num, 
imibile miLjus, Beauty of Philadelphia, Belvidere, Brightont^nsis, 
Captain Cook, Cato, Cecilia, Celeste, De Vere, Div^rsum, Hector, 
Hericartil^num, Hero, Lady Fitzharris, Lady Madison, Lord Den- 
man, Lord Tarborough, Lucifer, Magnifldra Dennis's, Maria, Men- 
tor, Micans, Morekna, Negro Boy, Perfection Dennis's, Purple Per- 
fection, Queen of Scots, Rose Perfection, Rosalind, Rosinante, Spec- 
ulum m(!iiidi, Spl^ndens, Superbbsima, Triumphant, Wb^efert, 
Yeatmani^num mkjus, and Tricolor engrafted upon Ro4na sup^rba. 
By Andrew Dryburgh, Ardisia crenuUta,Calceolkria, DracsBiia ter- 
minidis, Epiphyllum Ackerm&ott, and £. speciisum, £uph6rb»a spMn- 
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dens, Gesn^rta bu1b6sa, G. rL^tila, Ix6ra, crockta, Pelar^dnia, l^dssB, 
Strelitzia reuinse, Fcrhdna Tweedie<ina, V, Kilvinst6nt, and a bou- 
quet. By Alexander Parker, aloes, C&cti, Magndlia fusckta, Me- 
Bembry&iitheina, and a bouquet. By Ritchie Sc Dick, AniaryllidcSy 
four specimens, Epiphylluin Ackerin&nit, Gard^niie, and Pelurg6nia« 
By Willium Chalmers, Sr., Eut6ca.viridis, MMia €\eg&tiii, and cut 
flowers of fine seedlin;; pansies. 3y John Sherwood, several pots.of 
fine seedling roses. By Charles Conover, a basket bouciuet. 

Vegetables: — By George Robinson, gardener to H. Binney, forced 
cauliflowers, six beads, forced potatoes of the kidney, forty fold, 
and Hancock's seedling varieties, peas, lettuce, cucumbers, cabbage, 
asparagus, beet, and rhubarb. By James McKee, gardener to 
Charles Chnuncey, forced cauliflowers, forced potatoes, kidney and 
forty fold, peas, rhubarb, spinach, cucumbers, lettuce, and aspara- 
gus. By Joseph Cook, twenty-four cucumbers, Waker's Rambler, 
and Royal George varieties, the combined length of which was thir- 
ty-five feet ten inches. By Charles Conover, lettuce and asparagus. 
By William Chalmers, Sen., verv fine peas, grown in Pennsylvania. 
By Adfim Price, peas. By R. M. Rhees, Camden, N. J., peas. 

Fruits: — By George Robinson; large oranges ami lemons. By 
Charles Conover, strawberries. 

June 16<A, 1S40. — The stated meeting of the Society was held at 
its hall, this evening, the President in the chair. 

The Committee on Vegetables reported, that, at the intermediate 
meeting, held May, SOth, they had decided that the premium for tbo 
best cabbage was due to Gregory Lee, gardener to Dr. Willianri 
Wetherill. For the best turnips grown in New Jersey, to G. G. 
Hatch; and for the best peas, grown in Pennsylvania, to Andrew 
Patton, gardener to Mrs. Kohne. 

The Committee on Fruits reported, that, at the same intermediate 
meeting, they had granted the premium for the best strawberries, 
(Keen's seedling,) to William Graham, gardener at the Almshouse. 
The had also awarded an honorary premium of two dollars, for fine 
strawberries, of the Hudson variety, to Charles Conover, gardener 
to I. C. Jones. 

For this evening's competition, the Committee on Plants and 
Flowers reported, that they had awarded the premium for the best 
double rocket larkspurs, to Hirst & Dreer. For the best pinks, to 
William Hobson, Kingsessing. For the best bouquet exhibited, to 
Joseph Cook, gardener to William Norris; and for the second best| 
to Robert Kilvjngton; and honorary premiums of one dollar each, 
to Charles Conover and Joseph Cook, for bouquets. For the most 
interesting collection of plants, exhibited in pots, to Robert Buist; 
and for the next, to Alexander Parker. And that they, with much 
pleasure, noticed a fine specimen of T^coma Jasminoldes, exhibited 
ny William Sinton, gardener to Gen. R. Patterson; also, fine speci- 
mens of seedling carnations, by Robert Kilvin^ton. 
^ The Committee on Fruits awarded the premium for the best cher- 
ries, to Jacob Engleman; and for the best display of fruit, to Andrew 
Patton. 

The Committee on Vegetables reported their award of premiums 
to be — for the best lettuce, |^rown in Pennsylvania, in the open 
irround, to George Esher, Ridge Road, of the white Cos variety. 
For the best carrots, grown in New Jersey, to George Robinson, 

Sardener to H. Binney. For the best cauliflowers, grown in New 
ersey, in the open ground, to the same contributor. For the best 
VOL. VI. — NO. vin. 40 
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beans, grown in New Jersey, to Adam Price. For the best beets, 
to Andrew Patton, gardener to Mr^. Kohne. For the best arti- 
chokesi, to Phili|) Reilly, gnrdener to Miss Gratz. For the beat pota- 
toes, grown in Pennsylvanin, to George Esher; and, for the most 
interesting display of ve<;etal)les, to Jacob Engletnan. 

The Trea<;urer submitred his quarterly report, which was referred 
to the Committee of Finance. 

Ordered, That an honorary preTniutn of two dollars be given to 
Charles Conover, for a beautiful basket bouquet, exhibited at the 
last stated meeting, which, owing to the crowded state of the hall, 
was unintentionally overlooked. 

Ordered, That the amendment to the report of the Committee on 
Plants and Flowers, at the last stated meeting, awarding the premium 
lo Andrew Dryburgh, for ten varieties of Chinese sweet scented 
roses, be reconsidered: whereupon the proposed amendment was 
lost, and the report of the committee, awarding no premium^ con- 
firmed. 

This being the evening for the competition' of ranunculi, and as 
no specimens were brought forward, it was therefore 

Ordered, That an honorary premium of five dollars be given to 
Robert Buist, for his fine specimens displayed at the last stated 
meeting. 

A communication from Mr. John McArann, was read, covering 
another addressed to himself, from the Hon. J. R. Paulding, Secre- 
tary United States' Navy, purporting that some boxes of seeds, &c. 
from the Exploring Expedition, had been ordered to him for advan- 
tageous distribution; which he in the kindest manner presented to 
the Society. 

Ordered, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Mr. 
John McArann, for the above packages of seeds, &c.; and the seeds 
be referred to the appropriate committee. 

Fresented to the Society, ^Four parts of the Library of Entertain- 
ing Knowledge, on Vegetable Substances — by Robert Kilvington. 

Members elected, — Alexander Lardner, F. D. Sherman, Isaac C. 
Jones, Jr., John U. Fraley, Jr., Joshua Pancoast, John P. Brock» 
and Peter Rabbe. 

The following were exhibited at the intermediate meeting of May 
SOth. Flowers: — By William Chalmers, Sr., some superior double 
rocket larkspurs, and flowers of a very pretty iris. 

Fruit: — Strawberries, by William Graham, Charles Conover, and 
Andrew Patton. 

Vegetables:— By Gregory Lee, early York cabbage, and potatoes, 
early Devizes, imported last fall, and planted in the open garden in 
March last; and cabbage, by Andrew Patton and Peter Flemminff. 

Exhibited, Plants:— By Robert Buist, for the first time before 
the Society, Gesndrta ma«];n(fica. Gloxinia vioIiU:ea, Diplacus punic- 
eu9, Erica eerintholdes sup^rba, and E. B6wieu, Calceolaria angus- 
tif61ia, Cdreus speciosissimus, Dionffi^a muscipula, Erica cinerea, £• 
rilbens, Fdchsia coccinea, F, glob6sa. Gardenia multifldra, Gladio- 
lus bl&ndus, Gloxinia c&ndida, G. speci6sa, Ix6ra coccinea, Leche* 
nadltia formdsa, Menzidsia ccerOllea, Ferbdna Pow^ilii, Fl specidsa, 
Pelargdnia, viz. Smith's prize Scarlet, Sidd6nia, and Queen^ and a 
bouquet of dahlas. 

By William Sinton, cut specimens of T^coma /asroinoides, a plant 
of recent introduction. By Peter Mackenzie, carnations, fifteen va- 
rieties; pinkSf six varieties; Phl6x Drummdndii, eight varieties; and 
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nine of verbenas. By Robert Kilvington, seedlinjf picotees^ carna- 
tions and a bouquet. By Robert Reed, gardener to J. J. 7ander- 
kemp, cut roses, dahlias, and double rocket larkspurs. By Hirst & 
Dreer, double rocket larkspurs. By Philip Reilly, larkspurs. By 
William Hobson, pinks; and William Chalmers, Sr. pinks; and bou- 
quets, by Joseph Cook and Charles Conover. 

Fruits: — By Jacob £nc;leman, cherries. By Andrew Patton, 
strawberries, red and white; currants, red and white. By Philip 
Reilly, Blackheart cherries. 

Vegetables: By Jacob Engleman, potatoes of the Mercer, early 
white, and London pink-eyed varieties, twenty-five cucumbers, six 
cauliflowers, rhubarb, and beets. By William Chalmers. Sen., three 
very fine egg plants, and three squashes, unusual at this season, and 
potatoes. By George Esher, potatoes and lettuce. By George Rob- 
inson, cauliflowers, beets, carrots, cabbage, and Valentine beans. 

By Gregory Lee, early kidney potatoes, early turnip beets, Wind- 
sor beans, and cauliflowers. By Coopers, potatoes, a»h-Ieaved 

kidney, Sec. beets and beans. By Andrew Fatten, onions, beets, cab- 
bage, peas, and potatoes. By Robert Reed, artichokes, lettuce and 
beans. By Philip Reilly, artichokes and snap beans. By Adam 
Price, beans and beets. By Charles Conover, very fine lettuce; and 
by James Watt, potatoes. 

Articles:— By r^ewberry A. Smith, specimens of leaden wire, used 
in England for horticultural purposes. 



Art. V. J\ila$$achuiett$ Hortieulturdl Society, 

Saturday, June 27, ISiO.— Exhibited. Flowers :— From 8. Walk- 
er ^nothera macroc&rpa, w^ntirrbinum caryophylloides, two colored 
moiikshood, Astr&ntia m^jor, Lychnis fulgens, pinks, fine pansies 
and bouquets. From A. Bowditcb, a variety of bouquets. From W. 
Kenrick, double flowering raspberry, moss roses and bouquets. 
From Uovey & Co., bouquets, t^rom Rufus Howe, bouquets. 
From J. A. Kenrick, yellow and scarlet monthly, variegated month- 
ly, and Japan honeysuckles, Caprif61ium Douglisu, pseonies, lark- 
spurs, roses, &c. 

^ From Messrs. Winship, larkspurs of various sorts, spirsas, psBo- 
nies, roses, honeysuckles, passion flowers, phloxes, Sol&ndra grandi- 
fl6ra, clematis of several sorts, honeysuckles, and a variety of other 
flowers and flowering shrubs. From S. R. Johnson, Chinese and 
hardy roses, in great variety. 

Native Plants: — A ereat variety from Mrs. Dix; these arrived so 
late, as to preclude the possibility of properly arranging them ia 
season: the following are some of the species: — Corydklis gladca, 
Aretbil^a ophioslossoides, Poly gala rubella, Mitch^lla ripens, Hous- 
tdnui longif51ia,I)ievilla canadensis, Kilmta angustifdlia, four species 
of Lystmkchia, asclepiases, azaleas, Cdrnus, hyp^ricums, irises, vi- 
burnums, &c. 

Fruit: — From Capt. George Lee, West Cambridge, a peach tree 
ia a potj bearing four fine peaches; they were budded for the Early 
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Anne, but, although the cultivator was very certain he could not have 
committed an error, the fruit was so tnuch higher colored than that 
variety, that it could not be believed to be the same. This system of 
growing {leaches in pots has been fully detailed by us in oiir II., p. 
S41; and we are only astonished that amateur cultivators have not 
more generally adopted this plan of procuring this most delicious 
fruit. 

From Mrs. Hubbard, from her garden at Nahant, fine specimens 
of strawberries, supposed to be the Methven, but not that variety. 
From the President, handsotne specitnens of black Tartarian and 
white Bigarreau cherries: Mr. Vose always shows very superior 
fruit. From J. A. Kenrick, extra large black Tartarian cherries; 
also, common Bizarreau cherries. From B. Guild, black Tartarian 
cherries. From W. Meller, seedling wood strawberries. From 
W. Kenrick, very superior specimens of a cherry called the Napole- 
en Bigarreau. 

From R. Manning, ten varieties of cherries, as follows: — common 
white Bigarreau, mottled Bis^arreau, Madison Bigarreau (seedling,) 
large white Bigarreau, Black Heart, Black Eagle, Elton, China Big- 
arreau, American Heart, and American amber cherries: the Bigar- 
reaus were all very handsome, and Mr. Manning's seemed as hand- 
some as either of the others. The American Heart, American Am- 
ber, and China Bigarreau are small, and second quality fruits, not to 
be classed with the others, and only valuable, when the object is to 
possess all the sorts cultivated. We expect some account of all of 
them, with a description of Mr. Manning's seedlingSj from Mr. Man- 
ning himself. 

Vegetables:— From S, Walker, very superior rhubarb, the stalks 
of an uncommon size. From J. T. Smith, Roxbury, early potatoes. 

Julif 4lh,-^Exhibited. Flowers:— Froni S. R. Johnson, roses, 
and picotee pinks. From J. Hovey, bouquets. From S. Walker, 
pansies and bouquets. From A. Bowditch, dahlias. From P.Barnes, 
dahlias. 

Native Flowers:— From Dr. E. Wight, Dedham, a great variety. 

Fruits:— From J. G. Thurston, Lancaster, fine gooseberries, (Mr. 
Thurston has annuallv exhibited very superior specimens.) From 
J. S. C. Greene, Waltham, white Chasselas grapes. From C. Gol- 
derman, black Hambursr grapes. From A. D. Williams, cherries. 

Vegetables:— From Jos. Lovett, 2d, Beverly, early potatoes. Mr. 
Lovett states that the variety, (name not given,) is a good winter as 
well as summer potato, and is always full grown by July 4. 

JtUy lUh. — An adjourned meeting of the Society was held this 
day, the President in the chair. Messrs. P. Barnes and F. L. Call, 
of Boston, were admitted subscription members. 

Exhibited. Flowers:— From A. Carter, H6va carndsa, Gardenia 
r&dicans, Phl6x Drumm6ndu, Alstroemdrta Pelegrhia, Aymphae^a 
odorkta, Lilium sup^rbum, Ftichsta globdsa, Cr&ssula coocinea, ver- 
benas, roses, carnations, larkspurs, dahlias, white lilies, &c. From 
Capt. Macondry, some fine dahlias. From J. A. Kendrick, Lilium 
sup^rbum and cindidum, w9scldpia« tuberdsa, Cimclfuga fcehida, 
&c. From S- R. Johnson, carnations, pinks, roses, &c. From S. 
Walker, fine large bouquets, and specimens of Cimiclfuga foeHida. 

From M. P. Wilder, GSnothdra ambigua, Spirro'a lobkta and lo- 
bkta American variety, (very beautiful,) Core6psis lanceoUta, nin- 
nkta, verticillkta and atropurpilrea. Lychnis fulgens, and chalced6n- 
iea pldno, .^tirrhinum caryophylloides, Fentst^mon difi!ilsum, and 
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Wfi1ker*8 and Richardflon's seedling larkspura. From P. Barnesy 
dahlias. From Hovey & Co., boiiqueta. 

Native PlanU:~From F. L. Call and F. Parker, Azklea vic6sa» 
Lyainikchia quadrifdlia and striata, Sp\rai^ 4lba, J^scl^piaf ayriaca^ 
jR6sa rubij;in6da, .^ntirrhinuni Lioiiria, ify p^ricum perfoliitum, Fer* 
biflcum Th&psus, &c. 

Fruits: — Kirom John Hovey, handsome i?oose1)erries. From Dr. 
Z. B. Adams, cherries. From J. L. L. F. Warren, gooseberries. 
From C. Golderman, Chelsea, handsome black Hamburgh grapes. 
From W. G. Stearns, Esq., peaches and nectarines. From R. 
Manning, white mazard cherries. 

Vegetables .-—From W. G. Stearns, large and fine cucumbers. 

July I9th, Exhibited, Flowers: — From T. Lee, Lo<^«a auranti- 
aca, ^.scldpias tuber6sa, and tuberdsa pale var., Bartdnta adrea, Po- 
tentilla Hupwoodtc^na, Sabbktia chloroules, Dahlia ripens, Scabi6sa 
acroDurpOirea, Lilium canad^nse, Gaili4rdia aristkta, i?6sa rubifdlia, 
H'lUUcus sp., Russ^lliajdncea, Double Macartney rose, &c. From 
W. Meller, carnations, Lilium sp. and bouquets. From W. Carter, 
phloxes, seedling delphiniums, dahlias, Passif]6ra al^ta, Fdchsta glo- 
bdsa, bouquets, Sic. From J. Hovey, Lilium jap6nicum (fine,) 
verbenas, carnations, heliotrope, annuals, and bouquets. 

From P. Barnes, the following dahlias :—Sulpfai]irea^Iegan8, Quill- 
ed Perfection, Unique, and Suffolk Hero, very good blooms. Front 
A. Bowditch, dahlias and bouquets. From S. Walker, a very fine 
specimen of Yitcca filamentdsa, about five feet high; also, dahlias 
and bouquets. From S. R- Johnson, pinks and carnations. From 
Uovey & Co., bouquets. 

Native Plants:— A collection from F. L. Call and F. Parker. 

Fruits: — From A. D. Weld, good specimens of Franconia rasp- 
berries, and red and white currants. From J. Hovey, very large 
white currants. From W. Kenrick, gooseberries. From A. V, 
Williams, white and red currants. From S. Downer, Belle magoifi- 
que cherries. From C. Golderman, black Hamburgh grapes. From 
J. L. L. F. Warren, a small seedling cherry. 

The fourth monthly show of the Society took place this day, the 
exhibition being confined to carnations alone. The Show was quite 
limited, and inferior to last year: there were only three competitors. 
The following is the report of the judges for awarding tbepreroiuais: 

CARVATioics:~For the best display of flowers, to Mr. 

W. Meller, the first premium of . • • t5 W 

For the second) best display, to^ John Hovey, the second 

premium, of . . . ' • 8 00 

The committee remark, that the exhibition was inferior to that 
of the last season, and unless by another year the specimens 
should be superior to the present, they would deem it advisable to 
withhold any premium. But they hope such will not be the case, and 
that the exhibition for the next year will be worthy of the members 
of the Society. The judges were C. M. Hovey and S. Walker. 

July 25(A.~The meeting was adjourned to this day, the President 
in the chair. 

A committee of three, consisting of the President, Recording Sec- 
retary, and the Chairman of the Flower Committtee was chosen to 
report upon the expediency of holding an annual exhibition in Sep- 
tember, to report Saturday week, to which time the meeting was ad- 
journed. 

Messrs. C. H. Eldridge, of Brighton, and William BaooDi of Roz- 
baryi were admitted subscription members- 
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Exhibited, Flowers:— Prom John Prince, Lihum ■yP^'"^"™' 
From Hovey & Co,, bouqiietg. From P. Barnes, Denwstt, ftuiHed 
Perfecliott, Miirquw of Lothian, and Middlesex Rival dahlias; also, a 
fine specimen of Gladiolus floribdndus. From J. Hovev, carnations 
and brquet.. From S. Walker, bouquets. From W Ken nek, 
mr\\im spl^odena, bouquets of roses, &c. From S. R. Johnson, 
fine balaaind, pinks, hollyhocks, and Noisette roses. 



Art. VI. Faneuil Uall Market, 



Roaii, 7V6«r«, 4*«. 
Potatoes^ new: 
ClieiiaDgoes.|P^J;SS,; 

CommoD (old) per bushel, 
Tarnips: 

New, per buoch, 

Rnca Baga, per bushel,. . . 
Onions: 

New white, per bunch,. ... 

Bed, per bunch 

Beets, per bunch, 

Ckrrots, per bunch 

Relishes, per bunch: 

Scarlet short-lop 

Shallots, per pound, 

Garlic, per pound, 



From 
9ct>. 

1 60 
75 

1 25 
50 
50 

6 
50 

4 
4 
6 
6 



CMagu, StUttdt, 4rC' 

Cabbages, each: 

Eariy York 

Savoy, 

Lettuce* per head, 

Rhubarb, per pound, 

peas: 

Conunoa, per bushel 

** per half peck, . . 

Marrowftt, per bushel,. . , 
<• per half peck,.. 
Beans, (shelled) per quart: 

Cranberry 

Common, 

String, per half peck: 

Common, • 

Com, per doa. ears, 

Graen Walnuts, per hund.. . 

S^uatku and Pumpkint. 



To 
9cts 

200 

I 60 
621 
76 

8 

6 
6 



% 

20 
121 



8 

4 
2 

4 

1 00 
12 
00 

12 
10 

12 

12 

1 50 



Pot and Sweet Herhe. 



Parsley, per luilf peck,. 
Sage, per pound,. . . . . . 

Marjorum, per bunch,. 
Savory, per bunch,. . . . 

Spearmint, per bunch, . 



25 
17 

17 
12 



I Summer, per doi.. . 

Crookneck, per doi 

Wast Indias, per pound. • 



12 
12 

2i 



From. To 

9 cts. $ cts. 

26 
17 

6 

6 

6 



17 

8 



Fruit e. 

Apples, dessert, new : 

Common, per bushel, . . . 

Exti-a, per bushel, .. 

Dried apples, per pound. 
Cherries, per quart: 

Common,. 

Raspberries, per boat: 

Common, 

White Antwerp, 

Franconia 

Blackberries, per box, .... 

Blueberries, per quart 

Whortleberries, per quart,. 
Curranu, per quart: 

Red Dutch, 

White Dutch, 

Black, per bushel, 

Pears: ^ ,r v 

Juoeating, per half peek] 
Common, per half peck. . 

Peaches: 
Common, per half peck,. 
Extra, per doscn, 

Apricots, per qu»irt, 

Gm»)es, per pound: 
Black Hamburgh (forced) 
White Sweetwater, (do.) 

Cucuml)ers : 
Common, per doien. 

Watermelons, each, ... 

Muskmelons, each, (forced,) 

Cranberries, per quart,, 

Lemons, per dozen, . . . 

Oranges, per doxen : 

Sicily 

Havana, (sweet). . . . 

C^MftnuU, per boehdv • 



20 
12 
12 



1 00 
200 

n 

8 



1 60 

9 

10 



26 


87i 


25 


87i 


87i 


60 


6 


8 


8 


_ 


6 


8 



6 

8 

2 60 

26 
26 

75 

4 00 

25 

1 00 
76 

10 
25 
20 
12 

m 

25 

60 

400 



8 

10 

800 



4 60 
37 



12 
25 
20 

460 
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REMARK8.-^At the time of our last report, we were congratulating 
the farmer upon the ijnu:4UHlly favorable weather and abundant pro- 
ducts of the fieason; niiice thf^n, there hnH been a ffreat change in 
vegetation; at that period the weather had been warm and genial, 
accompanied wiih a due quantify of rain; but Kince then almost eve- 
ry crop has suffered from the unuHUul drought of »ix weeks' continu- 
ance, with the exception of a light shower, and many things have suf- 
fered much injury: corn and potatoes, in dry land, in some placet, are 
almost past recovery; at the time we now write, which is of a later 
date in the month than the report is usually made up, (SOtb,) rain 
has began to fall, and there is the appearance of heavy showers. 
We have not known so dry a season for some years. 

Potatoes, from the cause just noticed, have commanded a good 
price the whole month; the quality has been poorer than usual; Che- 
nangoes come to hand more freely since the rain of the 24th. Tur- 
nips continue good. Beets and carrots come in now of fair size. 
Radishes are about done for the present. Cabbages more plentiful; 
a few Savoys have been brought m. Rhubarb about out or season. 
Peas are supplied in good quantity. String and shell beans, of com- 
mon kinds, abundant. Corn plentiful : the first in the market last 
week came from New York. Tomatoes very abundant for the sea- 
son; large supplies have been received from New York, but they are 
now brought in from the vicinity. A few green walnuts have been 
brought into the market. Summer squashes plentiful; and a few au- 
tumnal marrows, of good size, and well ripened, have made their ap- 
pearance to-day. 

In fruit there is a fair supidy: apples from the south are selling at 

a notations. Strawberries all gone. Raspberries have been scarce, 
iiackberries and whortleberries abundant and fine. Currants have 
been unusually sweet, owing to the fine weather. Pears plentiful, 
mostly, however, received from New York. Forced grapes are 
more abundant and quality better^ There are some watermelons in 
market, but rather inferior. Peaches from the south are received in 
considerable quantities; a few fine forced ones have sold as high as 
four dollars and a half the dozen. Cranberries most gone. Pine- 
apples, of good quality, are scarce; ver^ few have arrived the past 
week or two. In nuts wa have so little doing, that prices are 
wholly nominal.— J(f. T., Boitony July SO, 1840. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOR JkUGUST. 



VBUIT DEPARTMENT. 



Crrape tinei under glass, will now begin to color their A-uit: syr- 
inge frequently, and give an abundance of air in all fine weather* 
Be careful, and not overbear the vines; it is better to have a few 
bunches well colored and well flavored, than a large crop colourless 
and tasteless. The new wood mast be carefully laid in, and all su- 
perfluous shoots taken ofif. 
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Strawberry beds may be planted out this month, if the weather u 
not too dry. The soil should be dug deep, and the surface well 
manured with well decomposed duncr, and raked fine; the plants may 
then t)e transplanted. Old beds will require attention: they should 
be kept clear of all weeds, and all the runners that are not wanted 
for filling up the beds, or making new ones, should be cut off. 

Raspberry beds, — Plantations of this fine fruit should not be neg* 
lected. Some cultivators cut away all the old wood as soon as the 
fruit is gone. As the soil becomes hard, from walking between the 
plants to gather the berrie.^, the young suckers grow more freely if 
It is lightly forked over. The young shoots should also be tied up 
to stakes. 

Fruit trees of various kinds, should be budded this month. Plums 
and cherries, in particular, should be attended to. 

FLOWER DEPARTMENT. 

Dahlias fire sXiW objects of much attention; the uncommonly dry 
weather, (in the vicinity of Boston,) has checked their growth, and 
insects are quite numerous. Unless we have more rain this month, 
we fear there will be a scanty bloom. The shoots should be kept 
constantly tied up, and the plants neatly trimmed: occasional syr^ 
inging answers a good purpose. 

Roses may be budded this month. Select stocks which run freelyj 
and good, healthy buds, and there will not be much fear of succeaa. 

Oeranium cuttings put in in June, should now be potted off. 

Chrysanthemums should be repotted this month, and the plants 
occasionally watered with liquid manure-. 

Treepitonies may be grafted this month, as recommended in our 
last: suckers may be also taken from the old plants at this season. 

Heath cuttings, put in in April or May, should now be potted off 
into small pots. 

Pansy seed may be now sown for producing plants which will 
flower freely next May. 

fFhite lily roots should bo taken up, divided, and replanted, or thej 
may be laid away till September, and then set out. 

Verbenas, — Young healthy plants, (which are better than old 
ones,) for preserving through the winter, should now be layered off 
into small pots: they will have rooted well bv the first of September. 

Oreen-house'plants yot most kinds, will neecf overlooking this month; 
all that need it should be repotted, or top-dressed, aud prepared for a 
removal to the green-house or parlor in September. 

Mignonette and stocks may yet be sown for flowering in winter. 

Orange and Lemon trees should be budded this month. 

Cactuses should he propagated by cuttings now. 

Camellias may be inarched this mouth; attend to the saving of the 
seeds, or they will be lost. 

VEOBTABLS DEPARTMEKT. 

Celery^ for a winter crop, should now be set out in trenches. 
IVhile onion seed should be planted this month for a spring crop. 
SpinacA, for spring use, should be planted the latter part of the 
month. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE MAGAZINE 

or 

HORTICULTURE. 



SEPTEMBER, 1840. 



ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



Art. I. Random Records of Tropical Florida. By Dr. 
Henry Perrine, Superintendant of the Tropical Plant 
Company, Indian Key, Fa. 

1840. — July 4. Thermonoeter 83®. Ye northerners, 
who have not ever resided in tropical climates, cannot real- 
ise the delightful reality of the delicious temperature of the 
summer season. You readily conceive the comforts of ex- 
emption from cold, during the months equivalent to your win- 
try season, but you cannot readily conceive the comforts of 
exemption from heai, during the months equivalent to your 
summer season. I am now writing in the cupola of my dwel- 
ling, which is greeted over the sea. The constant trade wind 
is blowing its ever grateful sea breeze; and the temperature of 
83® will show you what a cooling luxury the constant wind 
must be. In Boston, the thermometer may likely indicate 
ten degrees more of scorching heat, at this very hour. By 
the bye, I have selected from Mr. Howe's tables the temper- 
ature of several notable days in December and January last. 
Thus;— 1839; December 22, 71% 72®:— December 25, 71®, 
76®.— 1840; January 1, 70®, 72®:— January 8, 64®, 62®. 
You perceive that these are the dates of the landing of the 
pilgrims at Plymouth; of Christmas; of New Year; and of 
the victory over the British, at New Orleans. Recollect the 
weather, at the same dates, in Boston, or refer to your own 
meteorological registers, and you will then more (vWyfed the 
delightful difference of the weather of South Florida. To 
assist your conceptions of our climate, I subjoin an abstract 

VOL. VI. — NO. IX. 41 
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of our weather, for four yearsy from January 1, 1836, to Jan- 
uary 4, 1840. 

Annual clear dava, 389 to S14. Widest annual extremes of Fah- 

Annual cloudy days, 15 to 96. renheit's tbermom. 50^ to 90^. 

Annual rainy days, 86 to 60. Greatest monthly changes, 81** 

Rainy days in rainy seasons, to 84^ 

from June 1, to October 1; Greatest daily changes, 11^ to 

14 in 1887, and 36 in 1889— 14^ 

the least and greatest num- Least monthly changes, 6° to 8°« 

hers. Least daily changes, 0° to 1^ 

With an average of three hundred sunny days every year, 
and only 40*^ of annual range of the thermometer; with a 
greatest monthly change of 34"", and a greatest daily change 
of 14^, you will readily conceive the superlative superiority 
of the tropical climate of South Florida. 

Mr. Howe and myself have experienced the great pleasure, 
to-day, of making another remittance of valuable plants and 
seeds to the native Bahamians at Key Vacas. The poor 
people of that rocky island now appear to appreciate the im- 

fortance of propagating the Manilla mulberry trees, and Sea 
sland cotton shrubs: and as their civil magistrates, Temple 
Rut and William Whitehead, Esqrs., have commenced the 
culture of both, we indulge the hope that their example will 
be imitated by their fellow citizens. Indeed, my intimate ac- 
quaintance with the native Bahamians has dispelled the preju- 
dices naturally created among strangers, by the speculatmg 
monopolists of Key West, who commonly designate these 
amiable people by the insulting nickname of ^ Mazy conks." 
But, by personal observations, I am now fully satisfied that 
our agricultural statesmen would promptly pronounce that the 
humblest grower of sweet potatoes at Key Vacas is an infi- 
nitely more useful citizen of South Florida, than the haugh- 
tiest office-holder of Key West. 

The first settlers at Key Vacas in 1831-2, located under 
leases from Mr. Howe, who, with his brother, then held the 
title to the group of inlands called Cayos Vacas, or the Key 
of Cows. Having subsequently disposed of all the islands, 
(save Duck Key^) to a Mr. Edmonston, in Charleston, S. C, 
and the distant proprietor having been disinclined to encourage 
any permanent settlement, the actual inhabitants are merely 
tenants at will, and are hence without adequate excitements to 
make permanent improvements. Nevertheless, the com- 
mencement of the savage war induced the later emigrants 
from the Bahamas to cluster round their countrymen at Key 
Vacas, until the population now amounts to about two hundred 
persons. As soon, however, as hostilities shall cease, or as 
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soon as Government shall guarantee only forty acres of public 
lands to each settler during the war, they will occupy the un* 
surveyed islands along the reef, and especially the preferable 
soils and sites of the chain called Key Largo. These tenopo- 
rary tenants of Kev Vacas, nevertheless, have erected about 
fifty dwellings, hali of them the very bumble habitations of 

Ealmetto thatch alone, while others are comfortable frame 
uildings, of which some have neat palmetto roofs. After 
ineffectual endeavors to obtain a public school from the terri- 
torial government, they have recently established themselves 
a private school; and a few philanthropists are now endeavor* 
ing to encourage their progress in the means of literary and 
religious instruction. They now perceive that the production 
of raw silk and of Sea Island cotton can be easily accom- 
plished by the feeblest hands of their women and children 
alone; and that these two precious staples will afford ample 
funds for schools and churches. The multiplication of these 
valuable {dants which can be effected this very summer, will 
supply them sufficient stock in the fall or winter, to transfer 
with them to their permanent settlements on the unsurveyed 
public islands. 

July 8. — By my first communication, you were ap- 
prized of the facts of the only mail packet facilities from 
Charleston, 8. C, viz. that the only monthly mail was sus- 
pended during the first six months of 1839; and that the mail 
packet itself was wrecked on the third trip, in September. 
A new vessel was subsequently employed in the service, and 
continued to make monthly trips until last April. During the 
month of May, the contractors failed to send any mail. They 
however had a new schooner constructed, which commenced 
its first monthly voyage last June. She is called the ^^Hayne;" 
extended her last trip beyond Key West to Havana, and 
advertises for passengers to leave Charleston, 8. C. the 1st, 
and Havana, in Cuba, the 15th of every month. Should 
this arrangement continue, the people of Indian Key can 
procure fruit monthly from Havana, and thus far become par- 
tially independent of the inimical population of Key West.* 

July 9. — I observe that you consider the subjects of my 
communications are more important to the agricultural than to 
the horticultural portion of the community. In writing, 
however, for your journal, I do not consider it to be merely 
a horticultural periodical. On the contrary, it embraces more 

* Nevertheless, her shortened stay in Charleston, S. C. will seldom 
leave time for northern answers to letters by the return mail. 
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important topics on the culture of plants in green-houses, hot- 
houses, and family apartments. It therefore contains more 
notices of tropical plants, than of extra-tropical plants: it 
should therefore be christened with the comprehensive title of 
Magazine of FegtcuUure. During many years, I have been 
obliged to use the terms of ve^eculture and vegecultural, to 
indicate the objects of my own pursuits. Any care of any 
plant is a culture of that plant. The human labor employed 
m the propagation of all vegetables constitutes the human cul- 
ture of those vegetables. The culture of vegetables is natu- 
rally expressed by the combination of words — ^vegeculture. 
Yegeculiure is therefore the most comprehensive classifying 
term: agriculture, horticulture, arboriculture, floriculture, &c. 
are subdivisions of vegeculture. Look, then, at your articles 
which contain notices of the exhibitions of the Horticultural 
Societies of the United States. They are mostly plants in 
pots, from green-houses and hot-houses; they are mostly trop- 
ical plants. 

I see, with regret, your notice of the death of the Hon. 
John Lowell. In Ausust, 1838, I passed an hour with him, 
in his hot-house, at Koxbury. As he had recently returned 
from Cuba, he was entirely competent to appreciate the im- 
portance of accumulating tropical plants in tropical Florida. 
He was aware of the fact, that the poorest propagator of pe- 
rennial plants, on the Florida Keys, can easily surround his 
humble habitation with a much more magnificent collection of 
tropical plants, than the proudest possessor of millions of 
dollars, in wintry Massachusetts, can ever accumulate in the 
costly hot-houses of monied ostentation. 

I also observe, that seeds from the Southern Exploring 
Expedition, were presented to the Horticultural Society of 
Pennsylvania, by John McArran, of Philadelphia, to whom 
they were sent by the Secretary of the Navy. In Julv, 
1838, I was indebted to the politeness of Mr. McArran (or 
my visits to some collections of tropical plants; and I there- 
fore, in repayment^ now suggest to him the profitable propriety 
of abandoning his endeavors to have his own collections trans- 
ferred to the city of Washington, and of turning his energies 
to the accumulation of valuable plants in a supplying nursery 
on the Florida Keys. Among the collections of tropical 
plants seen by me in Philadelphia, in July, 1838, I was roost 
pleased with the splendid specimens of Mr. John B. Smith. 
With his taste and talents, one tenth of the capital in South 
Florida would create tenfold supplies of similar plants for the 
green-houses and hot-houses of the northern states. Indeed, 
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I cannot conceive a more profitable employment of capital 
than could be made in South Florida, by raising plants to sup- 
ply the green-houses and hot-houses of the northern states, at 
one half the usual prices. What a great pity it is, however, 
that all the philo-vegeculturists of tropical plants, in the hot- 
houses of the United States, are almost utterly ignorant of the 
delightful district of tropical Florida! 

July 10.- — ^Notwithstanding your readers have not trans- 
mitted a single seed of the tropics through the patent office for 
the preparatory nursery at West Matacumba, I shall continue 
my endeavors to supply the northern hot-houses through that 
only channel, the agricultural department of the enlightened 
commissioner, H. L. Ellsworth, in Washington. By the 
copy of one letter from him, in reply to one remittance from 
roe, you will perceive that he is duly sensible of the national 
importance of my individual services. I have now well found- 
ed hopes that the poor people at Key Vacas will collect the 
tropical seeds of the indigenous plants of these rocky Keys. I 
have found it, however, extremely difficult to make them con- 
ceive that I prefer a handful of wild seeds to a bushel of culti- 
vated beans — one wild fruit of custard apple, /or its seeds, to 
ten cultivated fruits of water-melons for their flesh — or one 
wild root of the indigenous coontee (Zkmiaiotegrifdlia,) to one 
hundred cultivated shoots of the sweet potato (Convolvulus 
batdtas.) They are very grateful for my gratuitous services 
in curing diseases and encouraging education among them, but 
they cannot readily conceiye that the greatest manifestations 
of their gratitude, in my estimation, will consist in the simple 
collection of spontaneous seeds and products of the Florida 
Keys. I wrote to you the failure of my attempts to induce 
them last summer to propagate the sixty-three varieties of cul- 
tivable seeds, gratuitously presented to them by me. Never- 
theless, as T have excited their civil magistrates to commence 
the propagation of the Manilla silk mulberry trees, and the 
Sea Island cotton shrubs, I am again confiding to the other 
inhabitants superior varieties, especially of their favorite cucur- 
bitaceous productions. Squashes, pumpkins, musk-melons, 
water-melons, &c. are all products oi patches in their comr^ion 
field of perennial sweet potatoes. Now I wish you and your 
readers to understand distinctly, that I do not want a single 
seed or plant exclusively for my own use, or for the exclusive 
use of any tropical plant company which Mr. Howe and my- 
self may be compelled to organize, to overcome the obstacles 
to individual industry, interposed by the exclusive monopoly 
of Key West. 
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I have shown you that Mr. Howe and Capt. Houseman are 
the only old residents who have the taste and means to propa- 
gate and preserve precious plants. But I do not want any 
person in the northern states to transmit any seeds or plants to 
any person or place in South Florida, unless he be a philan- 
thropic philo-vegeculturist, who makes the transmission for the 
public benefit of South Florida, and for the general advantage 
of the whole United States. The transmitter should consider 
it a great honor to be the first introducer of any valuable plant 
into South Florida. One plant of a hot-house in Massachu- 
setts, transmitted by the proprietor to- South Florida, would 
entitle him to greater honor than his whole collection in his own 
possession. The first person who transmits a single Manilla 
hemp banana to South Florida will enjoy as enviable a celeb- 
rity as the first introducer of the Manilla silk mulberry into the 
United States. Mons. Perrotett introduced both the Mdrus 
multicaulis and the Musa abaca from the Phillipine Islands to 
the Garden of Plants in Paris, and to the French colonies in 
the East and West Indies, to Guadaloupe and Cayenne. Mrs. 
Parmentier, of Brooklyn, L. I., transmitted to Cape Florida 
the first JUdrus multicadlis introduced by me, on the 20th of 
May, 1833, for which my profound gratitude was manifested 
in the Farmer^s Register. Madame Parmentier also transmit- 
ted, at the same period, the first New Zealand flax Uly, or 
Ph6rmium t6nax, which, however, perished by neglect. In- 
deed, all plants transmitted by me, or for me, to Cape Florida, 
necessarily perished from gross neglect, except those plants 
which propagate themselves, and which hence have continued 
to spread themselves, in spite of the inundations of the ocean 
and the incursions of the Indians. Indeed, the great difficul- 
ties of obtaining the indigenous plants which are propagated by 
their suckers alon^, are the great motives for the powerful In- 
terposition of governmental assistance. The indigenous plant, 
called rice, is easily obtained and introduced and propagated, 
because it is propagated by prolific seeds. The indigenous 
plants called sugar cane, are also obtained, introduced and prop- 
agated with comparative ease, because they are propagated by 
prolific cuttings. The exogenous plants, called grape vines 
and silk mulberries, are also introduced and extended with 
comparative facilities, because they are also propagated by pro- 
lific cuttings. But the Manilla hemp bananas, the New Zea- 
land flax lilies, and the Sisal hemp agaves, cannot be easily 
obtained in their native countries, cannot be easily imported 
into South Florida, and cannot be prolifically propagated in 
Soiith, because they are propagated by bulky, unprolific suck- 
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ers. Yet, ^hen once introduced, they are superior to all oth- 
er profitable plants in the admirable fact, that they continue to 
propaeate themselves. 

In Mexico, in the Phillipines, and in New Zealand, gov- 
ernmental vessels are requisite to obtain the plants, on account 
of the opposition of the barbarous natives. If the species of 
Mjisa, Ph6rmium, Agkve, Brom^lta, and other fibrous leaved 
plants, were as easily obtainable and propagable, as are the 
species of JIfdrus, Oossypium, and other fibrous barked 

Elants, the commercial cupidity of native Americans would 
ave sufficed to introduce and diffuse them many years ago. 
Nevertheless, so highly do I appreciate the importance of asso* 
ciating my name with the introduction of a single plant of the 
Manilla hemp banana into South Florida, that I have tempted 
our plant traders (the Thorbums, &c.) by proffering two hun- 
dred per cent, net profits on the first Miisa abica that shall 
arrive in safety at Indian Key. As it is said that the Ph6r- 
mium t^nax has matured its seeds in the south of France, it is 
to be hoped that some seeds may be thence obtained for South 
Florida tlirough the patent office at Washington. I naturally 
wish to retain life long enough to see the most precious plants 
of the tropics actually spreading in South Florida, but I am 
not anxious to be the first introducer of all precious plants. 
The Sisal hemp agaves, the Yucatan cotton shrubs, and the 
Manilla silk mulberries, are sufficient monuments of my ambi- 
tious perseverance. 

By the last of March I obtained the first tea plant from 
Charleston, S. C, for the special care of my younger daugh- 
ter; and by the next mail I shall endeavo* to obtain the first 
olive tree for my elder dauehier; and a New Zealand flax lily 
for my only son. My children are destined to be residents for 
life of South Florida, and I therefore fix their permanent affec- 
tions in its slandered soils by the- deep tap-roots of valuable 
perennial plants, to be grown by their own hands, in their own 
lands. 

At pages 39 to 31 of the Farmer^B Register for January 
SI, 1840, under the heading of ^^Gbvemmental Obstacles 
to the Propagation of Tropical Plants in South Florida," 
you will see a sketch of the origin and objects of the 
two acts of incorporation of the Tropical Plant Compa- 
ny. During my first visit to Key West, from the 17th of 
June to the 17th of July, 1837, I ascertained that James 
Webb, then Judge of the District, was the only reputable re- 
sident, whose character and condition combined the circum- 
stances essential for a oo- trustee of any tropical plant company. 
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Judge Webb also corroborated my own opinion, that Charles 
Howe, Esq., inspector of the customs at Indian Key, was the 
only other person, on the Florida Keys, entirely suitable to be 
our official, associate; and therefore volunteered to draft the 
new charter of incorporation, and obtain its passage by the le- 
gislative council of the territory, during the next ensuing ses- 
sion. 

The new act, then, approved the 8th of February, 1838, 
was the voluntary work of James Webb, at Tallahasse, while 
I was pursuing my own labors at Washington, to obtain a con- 
gressional grant of a township of land. To fulfil the objects 
of that congressional act, my principal plans embraced the 
primary gift of a sufficient quantity of land to the Tropical 
Plant Compapy, for the purpose of establishing a nursery of 
supply, and a model of cultivation of tropical plants. .Judge 
Webb well knew the indispensable necessity of the intermedi- 
ate measure of an additional port of entry, for the requisite re- 
moval of goverritaental obstacles to individual industry; and 
therefore, unknown to Mr. Howe .or myself, he addressed an 
official letter to the Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, warmly 
recommending that Mr. Howe should be appointed the first 
collector of the new port of entry. The long session of Con- 
gress closed the 7th July, 1838, with the usual neglect of ne- 
cessary bills; and, under these circumstances, at New York, 
Oct. 15, 1838, I addressed a circular ^'To the Friends of the 
Enterprise," announcing that ^^the trustees will delay the or- 
ganization of the company; and will apply their personal re- 
sources to the formation of a preparatory nursery at Indian 
Key, and the adjacent islets." 

On the 8th January, 1839, the preparatory nursery for trop- 
ical plants was established by Mr. Howe and myself on West 
Mat^cumba, one mile west of Indian Key; but the insuperable 
obstacles to introducing into it the tropical plants of the Baha-> 
ma Islands, &.c., induced me, on the 22d October, 1839, to 
address to you the communication of that date which appeared 
in the Dec. number of your Magazine. Unfortunately for the 
company, the emigration of James Webb to Texas, (where he 
became secretary of state,) has deprived the remainhsg trustees 
of their only legal associate; and there has not vet arrived in 
South Florida any suitable personage to supply tne vacancy of 
presiding trustee. The Hon. A. W. Snyder, M. C. of Illi- 
nois, was confidently expected at Indian Key, during the last 
autumn, to become a citizen for life of South Florida; but up 
to the present July we have not any news of him, and fear that 
he is dead. Our next hopes were directed towards £. A. 
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WiHiamSi Esq., of your city of Boston, but months have 
elapsed without a line from him to Mr. Howe. But, under all 
events, Mr. Howe and myself are absolutely determined to re- 
main without another associate trustee, until some person shall 
arrive much more suitable than any actual resident of the Flor- 
ida Keys, including the sine qua non circumstance of citizen- 
ship for life of South Florida. Nevertheless, if Congress shall 
adjourn without opening an additional port of entry this session, 
we shall be compelled: to endeavor to organize the Company 
prior to the next session of Congress, for the special purpose 
of enlisting the influence requisite to excite congressional ac- 
tion towards the bare restoration of desert freedom to individ- 
ual industry in the desert district of South Florida. If Con- 
gress merely grant the humble prayers of the nun)erous memo- 
rials of the poor people of the Florida Keys, during the months 
of February, March and April, the actual residents alone will 
suffice to expel the murderous savages from the delightful ev- 
erglades, and thus soon terminate the nominal warfare in South 
Florida. , - 

July 12. — The mail schooner Hayne has arrived with your 
June number of the Magazine. I had hoped to see in it some 
extracts from my manuscript* in your hands, especially under 
the headings of ^^Tropical Products of South Florida," where 
every thing is tropical: not merely its botany; but its zoology, 
is exclusively tropical phytology. Conchology, icthyology, 
ornithology are tropical subdivisions of its tropical zoology. I 
renew and extend my projfTers of gratuitous collections at Indian 
Key, as lone as I remain there. Mr. Howe writes to his nephew 
at Lowell, Mass., that he will supply barrels of products to his 
order, in Charleston or New York. He will also send to you by 
the present packet, on her return, some ripe fruit of the Manilla 
mulberries, of the second crop this year.f You have already 
some berries of the first crop, in February, and you will soon 
have some berries of the second crop in June or July. The fig 
treef do bear two full crops on this coral rock; but the present 
crop of Manilla mulberries is our first evidence that they may 
also bear two annual crops. You will perceive that the sum 
and substance of his desires, and of my desires, embrace the 
speedy emigration of agricultural settlers of virtuous habits. 
We mutually wish to exhibit solely the facls^ which should ex- 
cite immediate emigration of sober cultivators of profitably 

• This has never been received. — Ed. 
t These were received.— ilrf. 
VOL. VI. — ^NO. IX. 42 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



330 Random Records of Tropical Florida. 

plants. The preemption laws of the United States have suf- 
ficed for the settlement of all our other new territories, and 
would have sufiiced for the settlement of South Florida, had 
it not been subjected to the exclusive monopoly at Key West, 
ever since the exchange of national flags in 1822. Neverthe- 
less, the first emigrants next autumn from October to Decem- 
ber, can profitably employ themselves in the propagation of the 
Manilla silk mulberries and the Sea Island cotton shrubs, be- 
cause the cuttings of the former and the seeds of the lauer can 
be obtained cheaply and abundantly. I have obtaibed, express- 
ly for gratuitous distribution^ six bushels of select seeds, of the 
finest Sea Island cotton, and they will be planted at intervals 
this summer, to create an ample supply for all emigrants in the 
autumn or winter ensuing. 1 have to u^e the words of the 
north, called autumn and winter, although we have not the sea- 
sons of the north. 

To illustrate how little our national senators are acquainted 
with the climate and soil of South Florida, I refer you to the 
opposition of Hon. C Clay, of Alabama, to the congressional 
act for the introduction and propagation of tropical plants: — 
^^For aught he knew, the grantees might select a township val- 
uable enough for the cultivation of Sea Island cotton." In- 
deed! He was not aware that every acre of the calcareous 
earth of South Florida is the most valuable in the world, 
both in soil and climate, for the cultivation of Sea Island cot- 
ton. He was not aware that the grantees could not select a 
single acre which was not valuable enough for the cultivation of 
Sea Island cotton. He did not know that Sea Island cotton 
was introduced into the southern states from the neighboring 
Bahama Islands. He does not know that on the Florida 
Keys it is a perennial plant of many years' duration — that Mr. 
Howe has plants at Duck Key from seed sown «ight or nine 
years ago — that at Key Vacas there is a shrub of Sea Island 
cotton in bearing ever since 1823; He does not know, and 
cannot conceive, that, for this very reason^ it cannot be profit- 
ably cultivated by large planters with numerous slaves; and 
that, vice versa, it can be most profitably propagated by small 
cultivators with feeble families. Indeed, it will be a more 
profitable business for family occupation than even the silk 
mulberry, in South Florida. The principal recommendation 
for the production of silk in South Florida is the fact, that it 
can be produced at any hour when the person or his family has 
not any thing better to do. But silly must he be who shall 
pluck leaves, to feed silk-worms, during the same days that he 
can pluck poc % of Sea Island cotton. 
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I observe that a Mr« Beath, of Boston, has inveoted an im- 
provement of the Sea Island cotton machine, (gin,) more im- 
portant to poor propagators of the Sea Island cotton shrubsf in 
the Florida Keys, than any modifications of raw silk reels are 
to the propagators of ./(fdrus raulticaulis trees. The advantag- 
es, however, of the propagation of both the cotton shrubs and 
silk trees, on the Florida Keys, will extend to the poorest 
people qf the remotest northern states. The dry season of 
South. Florida extends from November to Sflay, and silk can 
be spun and cotton can be plucked every intervening day. In- 
valids, if poor, have hitherto been debarred of the benefits of 
spending the wintry seasons of the northern states amid the de- 
lightful weather of tropical climates. But, hereafter, consump- 
tive invalids may sail from New England to South Florida in 
October., and maintain themselves by light healthy labor on the 
Florida Keys, until the ensuing June. ' Even the Yankee 
girls, who annually visit our southern cities for winter employ- 
ment, may hereafter spend the same months in South Florida, 
in the more profitable and pleasant pursuits afforded by the 
cotton shrubs and silk trees of the Florida Keys. Very few, 
however, will ever think of returning to settle for life again in 
the northern states, after six months' stay in South Florida, 
including either the wintry or summer seasons of their native 
countries. 

July 16. — Mr. Howe has sent you some naked seed of the 
Jlf6rus multicaulis, because the ripe fruit, plucked the earlier 
days of this month, being left in an open glassf, the Qeshy por- 
tions have been eaten by cockroaches. Dr. Stebbins, of 
Northampton, Mass., has raised seedling plants of those sent 
him in th^ spring of last year, 1839, and will probably grow 
the jseeds of the two crops sent him this year. , It seems to 
me that your interest and duty, as editor of your peculiar jour- 
nal, should combine to excite you to promulgate every fact 
connected with tropical Florida. Your journal can be abso- 
lutely filled, every month, for many years, with the materials 
of these Florida Keys alone. If Prof Rafinesque, of Phila- 
delpliia, or Prof. Torrey, of New York, should spend a single 
day on a single Key of South Florida, they would find mate- 
rials for your pages during several months. Dr. Torrey must 
send his colleague. Dr. Gray, to the Florida Keys, if they re- 
ally desire to make their great work a complete Flora of North 
America, or even the United States. My time is necessarily 
devoted to the immediate means of expelling the savage Semi* 
noles, and other objects connected with the Company. 

Yqu should' know that, in Europe, the countries of. the fig. 
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grape and olive, are calcareous countries; and you should also 
know, that, both in climate and soil, South Florida is super- 
latively superior to southern Europe for the propagation of 
olive and Gg trees and grape vines. As, however, these are 
not exclusively tropical fruits, I have not excited any attention 
towards their production in South Florida, by public commu- 
nications in the agricultural periodicals. To personal ac- 
quaintances, however, I have suggested the great profit of the 
speedy propagation of these celebrated plants, by the first cul- 
tivators on the Florida Keys. The New Englanders, howev- 
er, who have already commenced their improvements in West 
Matacuniba, are not practical cultivators by previous profes- 
sion or occupation, and, hence, are not well adapted to form a 
nursery of select grape vines or fig trees. They have receiv- 
ed seven varieties of grape vines for summer trial; but the best 
period to import such plants from the northern states is in the 
autumm Messrs. Gfoodyear & Co. report, that they have 
planted two patches, each of five thousand trees, of the Manilla 
mulberries imported by them from the northern states, by the 
previous monthly mail, and they declare they shall make large 
importations of valuable plants, next autumn, to be brought by 
their colleagues, who have gone for their families. But none 
of them have the practical knowledge of an experienced nurse- 
ryman or old gardener, and I wish to impress on your mind, 
ihhi the first cultivators of nurseries of supply of all useful 
plants will be the most profitably employed for their own pe- 
culiar gain, and for the good of the public in general. 

Respectfully, &c. H. Perrine. 

Indian fey, Fa. 

The above desultory remarks by Dr. Perrine, upon the cli- 
mate of South Florida, and the establishment of the Tropical 
Plant Company, will, we believe, be read with considerable in- 
terest. The preparatory nursery for tropical plants has already 
been commenced by Dr. Perrine, in connection whh his co- 
trustee, Mr. Howe, and the JIfdrus multicaulis, with some trop- 
ical plants, has already been extensively planted. We hope 
Dr. Perrine's efibrts to establish an additional port of entry at 
Indian Key may prove successful, and that Congress, another 
session, will grant what the inhabitants of the Key so much re- 
quire. When that shall be effected, we may look to the speedy 
formation of the Company for all the objects which Dr. Perrine 
has in view. In the mean time, we would urge cultivators and 
possessors of tropical fruits to forward to Dr. Perrine any 
seeds which they may think useful. We have, ourselves, a 
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few seeds of the Fh6rmium t^nax, which we shall take the 6rst 
opportunity to send to Indian Key. The only object of Dr. 
Perrine is, to introduce every useful plant into South Florida, 
with the sole hope of rendering the establishment of the Com* 
pany a benefit to tlie whole country.^— £d. 



Art. II. Visit to Kearsarge^ mth Observations on its Flora, 
^c. By John Lewis Russell, Prof, of Botany and 
Vegetable Physiology to the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, &c. &c. 

Hating lately embraced a favorable opportunity of ascend- 
ing this fine elevation, which is at no great distance from Con- 
cord, N. H., and well known to the agriculturists of that State 
for its rich and fertile pastures, when cleared of its deep forests 
and subjected to cultivation, I oflfer for your pages the result. 
Kearsarge Mountain rises to the elevation of two thousand four 
hundred and sixty^one feet above the sea, and is a picturesque 
and prominent object in the foreground, as it were, of still 
higher elevations, the towering hills of the granite Slate. Near 
by, you have the long and diversely formed range of the Milk 
Hills and the noble Sunapee; the Green Mountains of Vermont 
and the White Hills in the extended view. Villages, with 
their white churches, are scattered in pleasing variety, and 
beautiful farms, and fairy crystal lakes glitter on every side, 
embosomed in forest shades, or contiguous to the towns. 
Now and then a glimpse of the Blackwater may be caught, me- 
andering in its tortuous channel, and far away the Winnipissi- 
ogee, like a line of silver, expanding here, or again contracting 
where the sight is intercepted by the neighboring scenery of 
its shores. 

Ascending from the village of Warren, an excellent road 
takes you up moderate elevations so gradually, that, after trav- 
elling three miles, and passing fine farms, you suddenly find 
yourself in immediate proximity to the mountain. Notwith- 
standing the unusual drought of last month, (July,) the grass 
on these farms was very superior '- in many places, and more 
than of middling quality in most. . The fact of the influence of 
mountain height on vegetation is the more striking in such in- 
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stances as these, tbe more Especially after leaving fields of 
grain and pastures, suffering most grievously for tbe want of 
sufficient moisture to support vegetable life in tbeir accustomed 
vigor. It was here, on tbe roadside, that I first noticed gi- 
gantic specimens of tbe Angelica, (Archang^lica atropurpil- 
rea, Hoffm.) a plant once in high repute among the savants of 
female medical lore for various complaints, and in itself a noble 
and striking plant. Although once by no means rare in this 
immediate vicinity, yet now cultivators seem to have almost 
exterminated it from our Flora. iSambiicus pilbens, Mx. 
grows in abundance here, and at the time (July 6,) was in full 
glory of glowing red fruit, which, intermixed with its light 
green foliage, was a prominent object. Why is this fine shrub 
neglected in cultivation? Early in flower, it is an attractive 
plant, and in fruit it far exceeds many already prized. A sin- 
gle bush of it was growing close by a blacksmith's shop, which 
particularly attracted my attention; and, whether it was the 
contrast of so much natural beauty with the blackened roof and 
walls, or its own merit, we cannot say, but it helped to form 
quite a picturesque appearance. Further up the moui^ain the 
same shrub mingled itself with the elegant jRubus odor&tus, L., 
then in full flower, and with the wild raspberry, (JSiibus strig6- 
sus, Mx.) scarcely yet ripening its fruit. On the cleared land the 
white clover. ( Trifoliura ripens, L.)- carpeted the soil and per- 
fumed the air, not unfrequently mingling its fragrance with the 
richer odors of tbe strawberry, (Frag^ria virginikna?) then in 
abundant fruit, and covering the ground in luxuriant profusion. 
So different in size and flavor from the wild strawberry of the 
lower lands near the sea, that one might fancy a distinct spe- 
cies; a point of inquiry we carelessly overlooked, regretting it 
the more on finding, subsequently, that Michaux describes an- 
other species, under the name of Fragaria canadensis, which 
we should have been glad to have identified. On rising above 
these pasture elevations, we struck into the deep and rich 
woods, which denoted a depth of soil of great value. Here 
the most prominent object was O'xalis acetos6lla, which 
formed a constant carpet, and in profuse flower; its truly ele- 
gant veined eoroUa attractive to the most incurious eye. Pla- 
tanthera orbiculata, LindL^ and Micr6stylis ophioglossoides, 
Mut.j also sparsely occurred. Cornus canadensis, L., was 
yet lingering in flower. 

As the ascent became more laborious and precipitous, we 
came into what is technically called the ^^black growth," con- 
sisting of spruce, peculiar to elevated ridges and rocky soils. 
Here we met with Rlbes rigens, JUx.^ or Mountain currant. 
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with prickly red berries of a most unpleasant flavor; rather 
pretty as an ornamental shrub. Fiburnum lantanoides was 
intermingled, and occasional Carices, which were observed 
growing on the summit. In the hollows, now. almost entirely 
dry, was iSph&gnum sp., while in other cryptogamnous plants 
we were greatly disappointed. A single Grophina was all we 
could meet with, and even lower down in the ravines and 
streams the mosses and lichens were scarce. Potentilla hir- 
siith (?) was, however, blooming on the very top. 

The summit of this mountain presents a remarkable appear- 
ance. Totally divested of soil, the rocks are smooth and 
rounded, as if water worn. Where any strata are perceptible, 
they dip towards the south-east. Veins of coarse white quartz 
occur, which is sometimes tinged with a reddish hue. Gneiss 
is mingled with porphyry, the latter almost precisely the 
same, at least in appearance, with that which occurs on the 
coast of Massachusetts Bay, near Salem. Tolerable sized 
bowlders, of the coarsest porphyritic granite, are scattered over 
the top. A most singular variety of primitive formation is 
here conspicuous, and must afford the geologist a subject of 
Interest. Remains of large trees are mouldering slowly away, 
the evident exuvia of a former heavy growth. Tradition in* 
deed asserts that such was the case, and that fires were the im- 
mediate cause of its destruction, and the means of the denuda- 
tion of the rocks. A few stunted spruces linger amid the cre- 
vices, and on the margin of depressions filled with sphagna; 
the rest is sterile and bare. 

One would hardly imagine that we should find any signs of 
floriculture amid these bills. At the excellent farm-house of 
an acquaintance we saw the mountain ash, (Pyrus americkna, 
Del.) transplanted from the adjacent ridges, while a little bor- 
der of double pinks, balsams, asters, petunias, and many other 
pretty flowers, denoted a taste for the elegant pursuits of the 
garden. The more delicate fruits do not flourish; the winters 
being too long and severe for the peach, plum, and better kinds 
of cherry, and even the pear is of an uncertain growth. We 
saw a sour Morello cherry, (Cirasus vulgJiris,) however, full 
of ripe fruit, and very thrifty apple trees. In the village of 
Warren we were pleased with a simple but novel method of 
cultivating the Oonv61vulus s^piuro; consisting of planting it 
under the windows, and training it on long stout strings, similar 
to the plan pursued by some with the morning glory, (C. ma- 
jor.) In this instance the former had the advantage: its rich 
green leaves, exuberant flowers, and pyramidal contour pre- 
sented a pleasing aspect. 
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Art. III. Notices of Qreen and Hot-houiee^ in and pear 
Philadelphia. No. 3. By A Philadelphia Ama- 
teur. 

Bartram Botanic Garden-^Mesers. Carry Mc^Svoy^^ Gale. 
No one establishment in the country is of so long standmg as 
the Bartram Botanic Garden. Owing to the increasing age of 
the late proprietor, Col. Carr, for some time past its plants and 
shrubbery have been wanting of attention, but now, under the 
supervision of Daniel McAvoy, Esq., every thing is rap- 
idly acquiring a new face. The collection of. green-house 
plants is moderate, and principally bf standard, though with 
many new, varieties; camellias are numerous and of good 
growth, though principally of seedling varieties, most of which 
are from the single red: we noticed a number of fine plants 
completely covered with fruit; w&rratah, variegJita, c&rnea, 
&c., which, in the coarse of time, will probably produce some 
good varieties. 

The green-houses are now empty, with the exception of 
grapes, of which the collection is extensive. In the camellia 
house, the black Hamburgh, white sweet water, white Muscat 
of Alexandria, Chasselas of Fontainbleau, and Turner's black 

frape, were covered with fruit, which, though looking well, 
, like the fox, should have certainly said, were sour, had 
not Mr. McAvoy's politeness induced me to change mj 
opinion. The C&cti Hre in good health; I noticed particular- 
ly a fine collection of young azaleas, of all the principal varie- 
ties, in extraordinary health and vigor. The pelargoniumsi are 
numerous, but under cultivation, and principally of good sorts; 
it is a favorite plant with Mr. McAvoy, who grows his fine 
sorts principally in the open ground. 

The nursery garden contains the largest and finest specimens 
of ornamental trees known in the country. One, the Cupr^s- 
sus disticha, is an immensity, being twenty-seven feet in cir- 
cumference at the base. I noticed an uncommonly large spe- 
cimen of the Magndlta conspicua, completely covered with 
flower buds. The Magndlta acuminata is next in size, in the 
garden, to the Cupr6ssus disticha. The collection of ever- 
greens is very extensive, and apricots, pears, apples, plums, 
&c., are equally as numerous, and in good health. I had 
scarcely time to examine fully into the merits of every thing, 
but will, at some more convenient opportunity. I observed, 
with much pleasure, that more attention has been bestowed in 
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this, than for the last seTenil jcears, to the cultivation of oative 
Arpericao plants and seeds, of ^bicb they have a very large 
stock on hand. a Philadelphia Amateur. 

Philadelphia^ Jlug. 1840. 



Art. IV. — Descriptive notice of four new seedling Canullias^ 
raised by Dr. /. L. CtunneUy fVashingtony D. C. By 

Dr. J. L. GUNNELL. 

Last year you was furnished with a short account of sev* 
eral of my seedling camellias, by the hands of Mr. Fuhner: 
having sevei-al other seedling plants which have flowered since 
that time, I have thought proper to send you the following 
descriptions of the same, viz: 

CamilUR japdnica var. J\Irs. Dolly Madison, — A seedling 
of the old double striped or variegSita. It has a pure white 
flower, about the shap^ of -Camellia coccin^a, though much 
more double, with rose«edged petals, an imperfect style, and 
but one anther; green pericarp. The only flower that has 
expanded was very late m the season, and that upon a small 
lower limb. The foliage is somewhat like C. coccinea and 
acubafdlh* The plant promises an abundant bloom next winter, 
and it will, I presume, be a magnificent variety. 

C. j« var. Major Lawrence Lewis is a seedling of the old 
C. variegkta: the flower is a fine crimson, with fifteen large 
rose-edged petals, and eight smaller irregular petals, an imper- 
fect style, and a few anthers; green pericarp, and foliage near- 
ly like the old striped. This will be a desirable variety. 

C.J. var. Gen. Henry Lee. — A fine crimson flower, with 
twenty large rose-edged petals and ten smaller irregular ones, 
an imperfect style, and some stamens > foliage rather long. 
According to my label, it is a seedling of ^he old single red 
camellia. I have had several other seedlings from the old single 
red, with from ten to fifteen petals.* 

C. j. var. Judge Bushrod Washington. — This variety was 
sold to me, recently, by my friend Mr. John J. Frobel, of Fair- 

* We have a seedling which answers near]v to the description 
of the variety Gen. Lee, which we raised from the old single redi it 
promises to be a superb sort^ when the plant acquires size.— i)d. 
VOL. VI. — wo* I3f. 43 
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fax county, Va. , wbo raised it frotn a seed. The flower is a light 
rose, or dark pink color, and is very much like C j. var. ¥\6jij 
as to color, shape, and size: the petals are rose-edged, and im* 
bricated, (with sometimes a few small petals, and a few anthers 
in the centre like Floyi, as it has bloomed here:) the pericarp 
is green, which will make it an easy bloomer; the foliage is 
rather roundish, like C. j. var specidsa, but not so flat, in which 
it differs materially from F16yi. It is a magnificent variety. 

My seedling camellias, described in your Magazine here- 
tofore (Vol. v., p. 210,) flowered again last winter. The 
camellja Old Virginia held true to its character. The variety 
George Mason, Sen. was rather more double, resembling in 
shape the C. j. var. fl6rida, but with more guard petals, and 
with most of the petals heart-shaped instead of rose-edged, 
as heretofore described; the anemone centre was also more 
full. The camellia Gen. Thomas Nelson had more petals, 
which were mostly heart-shaped instead ofrose-edeed, as here- 
tofore described. (I find, bv particular exammation that the 
old double white variety is also subject to this variation in its 
petals; they being sometimes rose-edged, and at others heart- 
shaped.) The variety Peter Francisco has bloomed twice, 
and is true to the character which has been previously given in 
your pages. 

I have propagated many of my seedlings, and shall probably 
be able to supply amateurs and others with the following varie- 
ties after they have flowered the coming winter, viz: — C. j. 
var. Old Virginia, Peter Francisco, George Mason, Gen. Ma- 
son, Mrs. Madison, and Judge Bushrod Washington. 

If you deem the above descriptions of interest to your read- 
ers, you are at liberty to insert them in your useful Magazine 
of Horticulture, and greatly oblige, 

Respectfully, yours, J. L. Gunnell. 

fVa$hingtoni D. C, Am^. 1840. 



A&T. V. Ontht growth and treatment of the Lilittm jopdnt- 
cum in pots. By the Editor. 

In a previous volume (IV., p. 408,) we gave our readers an 
article upon the forcing of the common white lily, (L. c4ndi^ 
dum,) in pots. We had not, at that time, attempted the culti- 
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▼atioD of any other kinds io the same manDer; but last season, 
having a large number of fine bulbs of the L. jap6nicum, we 
planted out about a dozen of them in pots, in order to ascertain 
to what advantage they might he thus grown. The splendor 
of the L. jap6nicum is fully equal to the L, c&ndidum, and 
although the flowers have not the delicious fragrance of the lat- 
ter, they fully make up for its loss in their purer white, and 
large trumpet shaped, flowers, elevated upon a taller stem, 
and standing out upon a slightly curved and delicate footstalk. 
It makes a much more imposing appearance in the green-house 
than the L. c&ndidum. 

The following was our method of treatment: — About the mid- 
dle of November, a dozen No. 4 pots were filled with a com- 
post prepared of about one half loam, and one half decayed 
leaf soil,, or very old manure, with a small quantity of sand. 
In this the bulbs were placed, one in each pot, just covering 
them with the earth. The pots were all set away underneath 
the stage in the green-house, where they remained until Feb- 
ruary, and were watered only once or twice during the inter- 
mediate period. Probably a frame would answer equally as 
well or better than a green-bouse, or perhaps a cellar, as the 
bulbs are perfectly hardy, and grow vigorously in the open air. 

During the latter part of February, some of the pots were 
removed to the front of the green-house, when they began to 
run up their flower stems; as soon as they had attained a few 
inches in length and appeared strong, the plants were set up 
where they could receive more sun and air. They tdl came 
forward rapidly, and in April had thrown up their tall flower 
stems to the height of nearly three feet, each of which were ter- 
minated with from three to five of its snow white flowers. These 
were successively displayed as the pots of bulbs were succes- 
sively placed upon the stage, and a fine show wks kept up for 
two months. 

After the stems had withered somewhat, the pots were re- 
moved from the house into an airy situation, where, after they 
had remained till signs of desiccation in the foliage took place, 
they were turned upon their sides, to remain until the middle 
or latter part of September, when they may be taken out of the 
pots and turned into the ground to regain their strength, and 
fresh strong bulbs from the border should be planted in their 
place, if the flowers are wanted. 

We can recommend this species as afifording a great deal of 
beauty in a collection, and, from its easy growth, a most de- 
sirable plant. 
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Art. VI. JVolicet of new and heauiiful Plants figured in 
the London Floricultural and Botanical Magazines; mlh 
Remarks on the CuUivcUion of many of the species^ and some 
•Sceount of those tohich it toould be desirable to introduce into 
our Gardens. 

Edwards*8 Botanical Register^ or Ornamental Flower Garden 
and Shrubbery. Each number containing from six to eight 
plates, with additional miscellaneous information, relative to 
new Plants. In monthly numbers; 35. plain, 35. Sd. colored. 

Paxton^s Magazine of BotanUy and Register of Flowering Plants. 
Each number containing four colored plates. Monthly. 25. 6<(. 
each. Edited by J. Paxton, gardener to the Duke of Devon- 
shire. 

The Gardener^s Gazetie, and Weekly Journal of Science and 
Literature. Weekly; price 6(2. each. 

Botanical and Floricultural Intelligence. Cryptogamia of 
Chelmsford^ Mass.^-Ax a late iDeeting of the Bosd^ Society 
of Natural History, Prof. J. L. Russell read a paper, entitjiaib^ 
^^Reniarks on the Cryptogamia of Chelmsford," accomp^Nqnng 
which were specimens presented to the Society's berbariui^ 
by the author. The following are the species which 9re 
noticed in Mr. Russell's remarks: — 

Squamkria rubina Hoffm. Not mentioned in Hitchcock's 
Catalogue of the plants of Massachusetts. This lichen is con- 
sidered rare in other parts of New England. In Chelmsford 
it is one of the most beautiful lichens, investing the surfaces 
of bowlders. Its synonomy, as ascertained by Mr.: Edward 
Tuckermau, Jr., embraces Lichen chrysoleiicus o[ Hud.; Par- 
m^lia chrysoleiica •Sch,; and Lecan6ra chrysoleuca •Sch. 
It is found uniformly on granite bowlders, in intimate associa- 
tion with, supposed to be, Lecidea lapicida .iScA., which also 
is not found in Hitchcock's Catalogue. It is best distinguish- 
ed by the apothecia chiefly occurring between the areolae, and 
by their being black, with a margin of the same color* 

Cornicularia lankta .^c/t., is met with: this plant does not 
appear lo have been observed by any American botanist. Its 
co-species C. pub^scens Ach,^ is to be seen on the same ex- 
posures, a (act at variance witb the testimony of Acharius 
and other botanists. 

Urceolkria scrup6sa, considered rare, is an inhabitant of the 
rocks, and is a curious and well defined lichen. 
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Of the doubtful genus Lspritria, two species bave been de- 
tected, viz:—- L. chlorlna on stone walls, and L. latebritrum 
of Halseyj on bowlders, and a third doubtful one, supposed to 
be the L. vir^scens. 

The large rocks afford the Endoc&rpon miniatum and E. 
smaragdiLlum, while the curious E. W6bert is abundant in 
brooks. Varioliiria am^ra Halsty and Jlck* is abundant, its 
intense bitterness resembling quinine. This has been suppos- 
ed identical with V. faginea; but they are probably two differ- 
ent species, only to be distinguished by minute characters. Of 
the Cetrariae, there are three of the four mentioned in Hitch- 
cock's Coiafejftie, viz. C. lacunosa, C. cili^ris, and C viridis. 
An interesting small Nephr6ma is somewhat abundant on the 
faces of small sunken stones, in sunny exposures, which Mr. 
Tuckerman supposes to be N. helvetica, and identical wiih the 
plants found by him in Newton. This also adds another new 
species to Hitchcock's Catalogne. Two species of Ramali- 
na occur, viz. R. fraxinea, R. poIym6rpha, the latter common 
on stone walls. The Borr^ra furfur^cea is common on the 
branches of the pitch pine. Lecanora f41va Selw.^ is common 
on old elms and oaks. Ev^mia prun&stri of Hitchcock's Cat' 
aloguCy or what has been supposed to be this, has been found 
in company with E. vulpina, which is very common. It has 
not a slight resemblance to the Borr^ra furfur&cea, and it is 
supposed the B. furfurkcea was intended by B. purpur^cea, 
given as its synonyme. The following is the description of the 
£v6rnia prundstri: — tballo albo, pallescente, lacunis dichoto- 
mo-multifidis, erecto, adscendentibus lineari alternatis planis 
rugosa lacunosus subtis subcaniculatis albissimus: apothecia 
disco rnfescente. 

Some interesting mosses have also been found, not inserted 
in Hitchcock's Catalogue. A minute moss, found by Edward 
Tuckerman, Jr., on the summit of Bear Hill, Waltham, proves 
to be Weissta controv^rsa of the catalogue, and identical with 
W. viridula Hedw.^ given as distinct. Two species of Poly- 
trichum, and a supposed new one, have been found. A deli- 
cate fern, not previously seen in this section, has been found 
in company with the Marchantta hirsJLta ScU.; it is the Aspid- 
ium fr&gile Willd,; it has been found in New York, in com- 

Eany with Aspidium rhizopbyllum, and in both locations its 
abitat is about limestone quarries. {Silliman*8 Journal,) 
Fuchsiz fulgens, — This new and splendid species of the 
fuchsia is yet rare, and only found in the choicer collections in 
the vicinity: the plants are yet, consequently, small, from the 
desire of the possessors to increase it, and most of those which 
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have flowered bare been small plants only a year dd. One of 
the finest and roost vigorous plants which has come under our 
notice, was one exhibited at the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society's Rooms, by Mr. Tidd, of Wobum, Mr. Tidd is 
quite an amateur cultivator, and has succeeded in growing a 
cutting, in the short space of three months, to the height of 
upwards of a foot, the plant having upon it a fine raceme of 
its long, cylindrical vivid colored blossoms, to the number of 
twenty -five or thirty: the cutting was inserted on the 9th of 
May last, and when rooted was shifted from pot to pot, until 
it gained its present size. Mr. Tidd has been so uncommonly 
successful in his management of the plant, that we have urged 
him to communicate, through our pages, hi? method of treat- 
ment. Mr. Tidd has seed saved irom some of the flowers fer- 
tilized by the F. globdsa, and from it may be produced some 
new and elegant varieties. The fuigens is the parent of many 
very superb varieties which have been raised by the aid of 
careful hybridization, by English cultivators; and we hope our 
own gardens may be enriched by hybrid productions between 
the globosa and other species, which will add a new feature to 
the tribe, and render it so much more interesting, as to attract 
more attention by cultivators generally. — Bid, 

JVcw varieties of Verbenas. — W. C Wilson, Esq., of Bal- 
timore, has raised several hundred seedling verbenas, four or five 
of which are stated to be new and exceedingly pretty sorts, 
and one or two of them quite distinct: only a few have, as yet, 
flowered; but Mr. Wilson informs us that there is a very great 
diversity of foliage, and probably some of them may prove 
novel and highly interesting varieties. Mr. Wilson is as great 
an admirer of the tribe as ourselves, and plants every season 
large patches of all the finest kinds. We hope to have the op- 
portunity to lay before our readers a description of all the dis- 
tinct and desirable new kinds raised by Mr. Wilson, either by 
himself, or by some of our friends in Baltimore. — Id. 

Seedling dahlias, — My seedling dahlias are beginning to 
flower, and there will be some fine varieties. I have about 
thirteen or fourteen hundred plants. — Yours^ T* Hancoekj 
Burlington^ JV*. J. [Mr. Hancock is the raiser of that fine 
dahlia, the Hero of Tippecanoe, and we hope that he will be as 
successful in producing fine varieties from his seedlings, which 
he mentions as now about blooming. — Ed.] 

Gailldrdxz plcto, and Eryismum Peroffskyknum; are two 
very beautiful new annuals; the former with its large purplish 
flowers, bordered with yellow, and the latter with its spikes of 
bright orange blossoms, «oraewhat resembling a fine wall flow- 
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er: the latter flowers profusely, and is one of the prettiest or- 
naments of the garden. Both of them are of simple cultivation, 
and produce an abundance of blossoms, without requiring any 
particular care* Erysimum Peroffskydnum, planted in patches, 
attaining as it does to the height of from twelve to fifteen inch- 
es, presents^ with its orange tints, one of the most attractive 
objects in the flower garden. — Ed. 

Delphinum Barliwi^ a beautiful perennial species, hereto- 
fore noticed by us (Vol. III. p. 250^) has been exhibited at 
the Massachusetts Horticultural Society's Rooms, the present 
season, by Messrs. Breck & Co. It is equally beautiful with 
the Chinese, and, like that variety, worthy of a place in every 
choice collection. — Id. 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Art. I. General Notices. 

General Summary of the structure ofPlants,'--M, De CandoUe, the 
celebrated botanist, has been publishing a work, in parts, entitled 
Vegetable Organography, It has just been completed, and a trans- 
lation of it has been made by Mr. Kingdon, and published in London 
id two vols, octavo. This work is reviewed in a late number of 
London's Magazine, from which we extract the following chapter, 
which conclodes the second volume. It is so comprehensive m its 
character, and s6 fully answers to the title of the chapter, that we 
are sure it will be read with great pleasure. Every botanist and 
vegetable physiologist will, of course, wish to possess the work, but, 
as all our readers may not have the opportunity of so doing, we pre- 
sent the following in our pages. M. De Candolle's work is oito or the 
most complete which the present a^e has produced. The "extensive 
views and enlightened generalizations of the author,** says the re- 
viewer, '<meet the eye in every page, and carry us along m such a 
manner, that no person taking up the book would wish, ifpossible, to 
lay it down till he had read it through.'' The following chapter may 
be commended as a specimen of the work: — 

<'lst. A plant is an organized and living being, devoid of voluntary 
motion, having neither nerves, muscles, nor a central cavity resem- 
bling a stomach, and always, or nearly always, attached to th^ soil 
from which it draws its nourishment. 

'*3d. Plants are either Wholly, or in a great measure, composed of 
membranous Cellules, closed oo all sides, more or less united together, 
and enclosed, at least in their young state, in a membraooue cuticle* 
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Those which are eotirely thas formed bear the oame of Cellolar 

PlanU. 

"Sd. Those which are thus formed in part, and which are ealled 
Vascular Plants, present, besides the cellules, cylindrical tubes which 
are called Vessels; these^re nerer nakedi but always surrounded by 
cellules. 

'^4th. In vascular plants we observe, moreover: — 1st, that the cel- 
lules and vessels are united in very different degrees, so as frequently 
to leave between them empty spaces, called intercellular Passages; 
8d, that besides the purely membranous vessels, there are bodies roll- 
ed spirally, and endowed with great elasticity, which are called Tra- 
cheaa; 3d, that their cuticle is pierced (at least in almost every part 
exposed to the air,) with pores or Stomata, which appear to be evap- 
orating organs. 

"5th. The cellules are endowed with the faculty of uniting togeth- 
er, of absorbing the moisture around them, and probably of contract- 
ing and dilating. They are round, or more or less elongated; the 
former enclose the feculent, mucilaginous, or resinous matters which 
they have elaborated, of which the latter contains little or none. The 
round ones form the parenchyma; the long ones (by themselves in 
cellular plants, united with the vessels in vascular ones,) compose the 
fibres or nerves. 

''6th. The passages between the elongated cellules, or the vessels, 
appear eminently to serve for carrying tne lymph, i. e. the as yet un- 
elaborated waterv juices. Those which are formed among the round 
cellules contain the more stagnant juices. 

"7th. The vessels, whatever their form, seem enainently intended 
to contain air or gas, and are true aerial canals, at least in the ordina- 
ry course of vegetation. 

"8th. Certain particular points of the surface of plants, and espe- 
cially of vascular ones, are more eminently endowed with the faculty 
of absorbing water. They are called Spongioles, and are situated at 
the extremity of roots, at the top of the style, and on the surface of 
seeds. 

"9th. Dilatations of the intercellular passa^es^ or, in certain cases, 
ruptures of the cellules, cause irregular cavities m the interior of the 
tissue. These receive the name of Air Cavities when filled with air, 
or of Receptacles of proper Juice when they contain an elaborated 
juice. 

"10th. Glands, or glandular surfaces, are some of them composed 
only of cellular tissue, others of cellular tissue and vessels; both se- 
crete special juices, but the first appear (at least in certain floral or- 
gans) to be excrementitial, and the second, recrementitial. 

^'Uth. The surface of plants exposed to the air is oflen invested 
with Hairs, which are prolongations formed of projecting cellules. 
Some of these hairs are protecting organs for the surfaces; the others 
the supports or canals of excrementitial glands. They are always 
situated upon the nerves, whilst the stomata are always upon the pa- 
renchyma. 

'*13th. A vascular plant, considered lengthways, is composed of 
two bodies opposed by their bases (stem and root,) and which j^row 
in a contrary direction to one another. Their point of junction is 
called the Neck. 

"ISth. The body which descends, or the Root, elongates indefinite- 
ly by its extremity alone; does not become green by the action of the 
sun, except at its extremity; bears neither leaves nor flowers, and 
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serves to fix the plant in the groand, and to draw up its nourish- 
ment. 

'<14tb. The body which rises upwards, or the Stem, elonsrates 
throughout its whole length, till the period when it ceases to grow, 
unless by the development of a body resembling itself (branch,) and 
which is grafted upon it. It becomes green on exposure to the light, 
throughout its whole length, at least in its young state, liears leaves 
and flowers, and transmits to them the nutriment absorbed by the 
roots. 

^<15th. The stem of vascular plants is sometimes cylindrical, com- 
posed of a single system, (the Woody Body,) which mcreases by the 
development of new fibres internally; sometimes conical, and compos- 
ed of two systems, (the Woody Body and Bark,) which increase in di- 
ameter by means of layers, which are developed upon the surface of 
each of these systems which is in contact with the other system. To the 
first the name of Endogens is given, to the latter that of Exogens. The 
structure of the root of each class is similar to that of the stem. 

<46th. The stem of vascular plants is furnished laterally with ap- 
pendicular organs, which seem formed by the expansion of one or 
more fibres. 

''17th. These appendicular organs, although very different from 
one another in their appearances and uses, seem, however, entirely 
identical in their original nature. 

''Those which are already formed In the embryo, bear the name of 
Cotyledons, or Seed LeaVes; those which are produced immediately 
afterwards. Primordial Leaves. The following bear simply the name 
of Leaves. Those which immediately surround the flower receive 
the name of Bracts, and the flower itself is composed of several verti- 
cils of appendicular organs, much modified. 

"18th. The appendicular organs perform, according to their posi- 
tion and mode of development, several different functions, of which 
the principal are: — 

"ist, That of nourishing organs, as the cotyledons and leaves; 

''2d, That of protecting organs, as the scales of buds, bracts, se- 
pals, petals, carpels, in their last stage; 

"3d, That of fructifying organs, as the stamens and the carpels, 
during the first stage of their existence. Several partake of both of 
these functions. 

"19th. The nourishing appendicular organs are, at their origin, al- 
ternate in endogenous plants, called also, for this reason, Monocoty- 
ledons : opposite or verticillate in Exogens, called also Dicotyledons. 
In the course of their development, those of Endogens alwavs remain 
alternate or spiral, those of Exogens may either remain in their prim- 
itive state, or take a spiral disposition. 

"90th. The appendicular organs, which compose the flowers, are, 
in both classes, disposed in concentric verticils; the innermost are 
sometimes spiral. 

"21st. The protecting appendicular organs hold a middle station, 
in form, size, color, and of\en also in position, between the two other 
classes; and we frequently see them metamorphosed, either into or- 
gans decidedly nourishing, or, more rarely, into fructifying ones. 

"22d. The appendicular organs are generally composed of a peti- 
ole and limb, but one of them may be wantmg. The Petiole, which 
is the bundle of fibres not as yet disunited, has its fibres longitudinal; 
the Limb, which is the part formed by the expansion of the fibres, has 
them more or less diverging. These fibres of the limb, or Nerves of 
VOL. VI. — NO. IX* 44 
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leaves, are geoerally curred ia EDdogensi and separata at angles 
more or less acute in Ezogens. 

"3Sd. The nerves of curvi-nerved leaves converge towards the 
apex, or diverge from a middle handle. Those of anguli-nerved ones 
are pinnate, palmate, or pedate; but the portions or the limb of the 
three last classes are penni-nerved, so that this form seems essential 
to the leaves of Dicotyledons. 

''34th. The leaves of Dicotyledons are the only ones which have 
been seen, either composed of joints or leaflets, or furnished with lat- 
eral stipules. 

"ftbth. Germs, o.r the undeveloped rudiments of new individuals, 
appear able to arise from all parts of the surface; but there are cer- 
tain points where they are developed in |)reference, such as the axils of 
the appendicular organs, and the extremities of the fibres of their limbs. 
"26th. The germs which are placed in the axils of the appendicular 
organs, along the stem or petiole, may be. developed by the action of 
the nutritive forces alone. Those which are situated at the extremity 
of the lateral fibres of the limb, almost always require (except in Bn- 
ophyllum,) in order to be developed, a particular operation called Fe- 
cundation. 

'*37th. The germs which are developed without, fecundation most 
frequently arise united to the mother plant without having proper en- 
velopes, and without shooting out roots: they then form branches. 
Some separate when they are furnished with a tubercle or store of 
nutriment: they then form separate individuals, and produce roots. 

<<38th. Every stem or branch can shoot out adventitious roots. In 
Dicotyledonous trees, these spring from the lenticels; every branch, 
furnished with them, or capable of producing them, may easily be 
separated from the mother plant, and form a distinct being. 

"29th. The germs which are developed by fecundation are always 
eontained in a closed envelope, furnished with the rudiments of a root 
and appendicular organs. They receive the name of Embryos. 

"SOtb. The unfecuodated germs perpetuate the varieties of the mo- 
ther plant; the embryos only retain the characters of races or species. 
"31st. The appendicular organs which immediately surround the 
flowers, or the bracts, hardly ever have leaf-buds developed in their 
axils: this is still more seldom the case in the appendicular organs 
whicn compose the flowers. 

"SSd. The buds, or germs, which are developed into branches, are 
often protected in their young state by scales, which are nothing bujt 
the outermost appendicular organs of the young branch, modifi^ by 
their position. 

'*83d. The flower, in which is the apparatus destined for the fecun- 
dation, is a kind of terminal bud, formed of verticillate appendicular 
organs, the outermost of which act the part of protecting organs, the 
innermost of sexual ones: but they are capable of chanc[ing their of- 
fice, by being transformea either into leaves, or from one mto another* 
"d4tn. In the modifications or transformations of the appendicular 
organs, each is only usually converted into the nature of the verticil 
which follows or precedes it in the order of development or position. 
The first phenomenon, which is the most frequent, has received the 
name of Ascending, or Direct, Metamorphosis; and the second, that 
of Descending, or Retrograde, Metamorphosis. 

"85th. The flower, being formed of verticillate organs, is necessa- 
rily terminal with regard to the pedicel, at least when the pedicel is not 
prolonged beyond it, as happens accidentally in certain proliferous 
flowers 
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*'86th. Pedicels near one another, and eomposin^^ the same ioflo- 
rescence, are disposed after three systems: — Ist, the outer or lateral 
ones are developed first, and the flowering proceeds. indefinitely in a 
centripetal order: Sd, the central one, which is necessarily terminal, 
flowers first, ana the flowering proceeds in a centrifugal order; 8il, 
these two laws are combined, the one affecting the general axis, the 
other the lateral branches. 

"37th. The number of verticils in phanerogamous flowers is usu- 
ally four; but it may vary, being eitner less when one is absent or 
united to the nei(|[hboring one, or more when one is composed of sev- 
eral verticils or similar rows. 

"38th. The almost universal disposition of the pieces of each ver- 
ticil or row, is that of being alternate with those or the preceding ver- 
ticil or row. 

"39th. The number of pie<^es of each floral verticil is generally three 
in Monocotvledons, and nve in Dicotyledons. 

"40th. All the caulinary, and especiallv the appendicular, parts of 
plants are capable of being united together, especially during their 
infancy; the union is a distinct phenomenon from the frraft; it is the 
more easy in proportion as the nature of the organs is more analo- 
gous; it takes the name of Cohesion when it comes between similar 
organs, and Adhesion when they are different. The different degrees 
of adhesion of similar organs, or of the parts of the same organ, de- 
termine either its integrity, or the divisions or indentations of most or- 
gans. 

"41st* All the caulinary or appendicular parts are capable, when 
they are filiform, of expanding into limbs; and, when naturally in the 
form of a limb, of presenting a cylindrical appearance. They may 
also, within certain limits, put on forms, sizes, textures, colors, and 
even Ainctions and positions, varying in different points of the same 
individual or analogous ones; this constititutes the Degenerations or 
metamorphoses of organs. 

"4Sd. All the appendicular organs, verticillate or spiral, are capa- 
ble of presenting multiplications of number, both in the increase in 
the number of the verticils or spires, or in the increase in that num- 
ber of the pieces in each of the systems. 

"43d. All the organs of plants are susceptible of being abortive, ei- 
ther whollv or in part, and, consequently, of presenting simple rudi- 
ments, or leaving empty spaces. 

"44th. All the irregularities observed in the symn^etry of verticillate 
organs, and especially in that of flowers and fruits, appear to result 
from one of the causes mentioned in the four preceding paragraphs, 
or from the combination of several of them. 

"45tb. In particular, the unity or solitariness of the verticillate or- 
gans can only exist by the abortion of those which ought to complete 
the verticil, or spire, or by the union of several. 

"46th. The fruit is formed by the Carpels, which may be free, or 
cohere together, or adhere to neighl»oring parts. 

"47 th. As the two margins of each carpellary leaf can bear ovules, 
the solitariness of the seed in a carpel, free or uuited to others, can 
only result from an abortion. 

"4dth. The embryo must be considered as the development, by fe- 
cundation, of a germ situated at the extremity of one of the lateral 
fibres of the carpellary leaf. 

"49th. Cryptogamous plants present, in their onranizntion, only 
partial tndicattous of symmetry, which, iu the piesent state of the set- 
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enee, are not sufficient to enable ua to recognize the laws. We can- 
not affirm, particularly, whether there is fecundation in all Cryptofa- 
mous plants, or whether several are not reproduced by unfecundated 
germs." — {Oard, Mag,) 



Art. IL Domestic Notices. 



The Massachusetts Horticultural Society hold their annual exhibi- 
tion on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 9th, 10th, and 11th 
of September. Owing to our absence, the present number will be 
delayed a few days, and will not probably reach our distant subscrib- 
ers before the exhibition takes place. Our account, however, of the 
flowers, &c<, exhibited will be so complete, that we hope it will affi^rd 
our readers as much interest as possible next to an inspection of the 
exhibition itself. — Ed, 

The Fennsylvania Horticultural Society holds its annual exhibition 
at the Masonic Hull, Chestnut St., Philad.,on Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday, the 16th, 17th, and 18th September. The exhibition will 
probably be very splendid, as the Society have offered liberal premi- 
ums, to which we refer the reader in a future page of the present 
number. — Id, 

The Annual Exhibition of the New Haven Horticultural Society 
will take place about the first of October, no particular day having 
yet been decided upon. The Society have offiared liberal premiums, 
to be awarded for the best articles exhibited on the occasion. The 
list is so long that we have no room to copy it: the aggregate amount 
is upwards of two hundred dollars, distributed in prizes or from one to 
five dollars each. The season appears so promising, that a splendid dis- 
play is anticipated. We trust our correspondents, Mr. Silliman, jr., 
or Dr. Monson, will send us a complete account of the exhibition, in 
season to appear in our December number. — Id. 

Tippecanoe oeaches. — Our subscriber and correspondent, J. A. 
Lazell, Esq., of Columbus, Ohio, has sent us a few buds of a new 
seedling peach, which he has named the ''Tippecanoe," and from 
his account of it, we judge it to be a valuable variety. The fVuit 
measures nine inches in circumference, and for flavor and beauty is 
considered equal to any other kind in cultivation. The buds were 
kindly forwanled to us by mail, in a newspaper, and appear as if 
they would grow if budded into a free erowing stock. Mr. Lazell 
will please accept our thanks for his kind attentions; and we hope to 
have the pleasure, at a future day, of reporting the progress of the 
trees and the maturity of the fruit, under our own observation, when 
we shall give a correct description of the variety. Our pages are 
not a fitting p]a(;e for us to express our admiration or regret at the 
name Mr. Lnzell has chosen for his seedling; if they were, we can 
assure him we should launch out into*a more lengthy notice of the 
variety. We can only say, that no care shall be wanting on our 
part, to add so desirable a sort to our collection. — Ed, 

New seedling /lear.-— Our correspondent, Dr. Bull, of Hartford, 
Conn., has sent us two pears, as specimens of a native variety which 
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is ^owiDg about sixteen miles west of that city. Dr. Bull's account 
of it is as follows: — "I send you a few seedling pears, which, for the 
sei^on, I think decidedly superior to any other we have in Connecti- 
cut. They were handed me this day by a person who owns the 
original tree, and who has a young tree which he has raised from a 
itfucker which he took from the root of the parent stock. The fruit 
of both are alike.— yowra, E. W. Btdl, Horiford, Conn., Mgtut 18, 
1840." We regret to state that the pears did not reach us until the 
35th, seven days afler they were sent, and they were then so far de- 
cayed that it was impossible for us to ascertain their merits. We 
shall be happy to receive another specimen, when, if they arrive safely 
and in good season, we will endeavor to give some correct estimate of 
their quality. — Ed, 

hortiadlure in Ohio, — I think you encourage correspondents to 
speak so much of themselves, as to describe the rise and progress of 
tneir garden or nursery, if they are so fortunate as to have one. My 
grounds are situated half a mile from the capital of Ohio. I com- 
menced my operations nine years ago, on fifly acres of dense forest.. 
It is yet in a rough state, but 1 have planted out forbearing more than 
one thousand varieties of the roost select fruits I could obtain from 
the nurseries in your region, and from the State of New York and 
other sources. More than one hundred varieties have fruited this 
season, and among them 1 have had some delicious fruits, but others 
which I received with high sounding names have proved worthless* 
In the spring of 1837 I received one hundred varieties of pear scions 
from Mr. Manning. The one sent as the true Capiaumont has fruit- 
ed ten pears, showing it a good bearer, and it proves a most delicious 
fruit, ripening the middle of August, rather below the medium size, 
in. the shape of a top; skin a golden yellow, very finely dotted all 
over with red or brick color. I have no means of cfetermining 
whether it is true to its nomenclature.^ It is evident that the same 
fruits ripen here about two weeks earlier than with vou. I have, 
among other pears, the Seckel and Passe Colmar, loaded with fruit. 
The white Doyenne or St. Michael, which your pomologists treat a» 
an outcast,! I also have in full bearing of fine, large, fair fruit, prov- 
ing, as 1 think, that the bearing and quality of fruit depends more on 
the location than the age of the variety. 

The St. Lawrence apple, from Mr. Corse, of Montreal, proves a 
most excellent fruit, ripening the first of September. 

I have a very good green-house, fifteen by twenty-eisht feet, filled, 
in season, with many valuable plants- I erected it in 1836. A taste 
for plants is evidently increasing in this region. 

I nave not room to say more in this sheet — Moat respectfully your$, 
John A, LazeU, Columbus, Ohio, August, 1840. 

Errata. — In our last number several errors escaped our attention. 
At p. 285, fifteen lines from the bottom, for "»/m/c" read 'fertile,^' 
P. 293, five lines from the bottom, for ^'productiveness^^ read '^produc- 
tion,'* Some errors also occurred in the spelling of the botanical 
names in the Massachusetts Horticultural Society's report; but, as 
these will be readily detected, we leave their correction until the ap- 
pearance of our index of plants at the close of the volume. 

* We do not doubt hut that it is the true Capiaumont. — Ed, 
t Wo recommend the remarki of our correspondent to our friend, Mr. W. Kenrick, 
who baB given thia fine variety tlie name alluded to by Mr. Uizell. — Id, 
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AsT. III. FenmyhmUa HftrtieuUural Society. 

The stated meeting of the Society was held in its hall on Tuesday 
evening, July 91, 1840-— Joseph T. Mather in the chair. Reports 
from the standing committees on premiums for the intermediate meet- 
ing, held July 4Ui, were submitted. 

oy the Committee on Plants and Flowers, awarding the premium 
for tne best twelve carnations, to Peter Mckenzie^ and for the best 
American seedling carnation, (Crescent ville,) to H. Carpenter. 

By the Committee on Vegetables, granting the premium for the 
best .squashes grown in New Jersev, to Adam Price, of Burlington. 
For the best bush beans, ^rown in Pennsylvania, to Jacob Eogleman. 
For the best com, grown m New Jersey, to Adam Price; and an hon- 
orary premium of two dollars, to Joseph Cook, gardener to William 
Norris, for a basket of very fine tomatoes. 

By the Committee on Fruits, awarding each premium fbr the best 
red, white and black currants, to Messrs. Coopers, Turner's Lane. 

To competitors on the present occasion. Tne Committee on Plants 
and Flowers awarded the premium for the most interesting collection 
of Plants, exhibited in pots, to Robert BuiBt. For the second best col- 
lection to A. Parker. For the best bouquet, to Joseph Cook; and for 
the second best, to Robert Kilvington. An honorary premium of two 
dollars to Joseph Cook, for a beautiful specimen of the seedlina; Ama- 
ryllif Norristi exhibited, the flowers of which were fully eight inches 
across. Also, one of one dollar, to Robert Kilvington, for a fine 
bouauet of inaigenous plants. 

The Committee on Vegetables awarded the premiums for the best 
squashes, grown in Pennsylvania, to Jacob Engleman. For the best 
fVuit of the egg plant, grown in Pennsylvania, to Jacob Englemlan. 
For the best tomatoes, grown in Pennsylvania, to Jacob Englemas. 
For the best carrots, grown in Pennsylvania, to A. Patton, gardener 
to Mrs. Kohne. For the best cucumbers, grown in Pennsylvania, to 
Wm. Sinton, gardener to Gen. Patterson. For the most mteresting 
display of vegetables, to Albinos Felton. An honorary premium of 
two dollars, to Robert Kilvington, for turnips and beans exhibited, 

Srown from seed presented to him by the Society. Also one of one 
ollar to Jacob Engleman, for a dish of fine okra, although not of the 
requisite quantity exacted by the schedule of premiums. 

The Committee on Fruits awarded the premium for best goose- 
berries to Wm. Sinton; and an honorary premium of two dollars, 
to Wm. Chalmers, gardener to Mrs. Stott, for very fine black Ham- 
burgh and Grizzly Frontignac grapes; and one of like amount to John 
B. Smith, for some very fine figs. 

The President presented to the Society some seeds of vegetables, 
and half a kilogramme of the seed of Pegkiium h&nnnla, from Paris, 
with a letter from **le jardinier en chef du jardiu du Roi," in regard 
to its cultivation, and the value of the seed as a tincture or dye, cal- 
culated apparently to supply the place of cochineal; also, a copy of 
"Cours Theorique et Pratique de la Taille des Arbres Friiitiers par 
d' Albrel." These articles were obtained and presented through 
the kindness of Dr. Henry Hollingsworth Smith, a young physician 
of this city, at present pursuing h\A studies in Pari:). 
Ordered, That the Corresponding Secretary return the thanks of this 



Digitized by 



Google 



Pennsyhania HorticuUural Society. 8ft 1 

Society to the chief gardener of the ^'jardin du Roi«" for the Fegknnm 
hi.riniila, and to Dr. Smith for the other seeda and the book, and hia 
attention in forwarding all the articles. 

Ordered, That the seeds be delivered to the Committee on Seeds 
for distribution, with instructions to call the attention of gardeners to 
the request of the chief gardener Qf the 'Hardin du Roi," for informa- 
tion of any results in the cultivation and application of the seed of 
the Pegknum h&rmnla, which may be wortny of attention; and that 
the book be placed in the library. 

The Library Committee reported but one member as delinquent for 
fines oyer three months; and that an invoice of recent English pvbli- 
eations had been received, and were in readiness for circulation. 

Ordered, That two hundred dollars be appropriated for the increase 
of the library. 

The Committee on Exhibitions reported, verbally, that they had 
determined upon holding the autumnal exhibition on the 16th, 17thy 
and 18th of September, at the Masonic Hall. 

Memberi elected, — Mrs. Mary F. Robbins, Miss Spicer, Thomas 
Robbins, John Faussit, William Burr, Joseph R. Massey, Timothy 
Abbott, John K. Mitchell, M. D., Walter Cfresson, John Miles, Jo- 
seph L. Moss, Samuel Martin, William Cook, Edward Armstrong, 
Lennington F. She well, Alexander Uutcheson, Charles Harlan, John 
B. Spackman, John C. Engleman, and Robert Colder. 

Objecti exhMted. — At tne intermediate meeting of July 4th. — 
Flowers :~Cut carnations, by Peter Mackenzie, Robert Kilvington, 
and H, Carpenter. 

Vegetables: — By Jacob Engleman, cueumbera of New Southgate 
and white spined kinds, and l^ans. By Joseph Cook, ripe cucum- 
bers, some twenty-seven inches in length. By Oregorv Lee, a cauli- 
flower, three feet four inches in circumference. By Aclam Price, corn 
and squashes. 

Fruits: — Red and black currants, by Andrew Patton, William Gra- 
ham, and Philip Reilly; and red, white, and blackcurrants, by Messrs. 
Coopers. 

On the present occasion. Plants: — Bv Robert Buist, for the first 
time, Clerod^ndrum speciosl^simum, £rica ampullkcea, E, carinkta, 
Gloxinta cocclnea, G. Menzidstt, and G. speci6sa ^legans, Agap&n- 
tbus umbell^tus ceerdleus et &lbus, C&ttleya labikta, Combr^tum pur- 
pdreum, JSrica mammdsa, E. princeps, E. reg^rminans, E, Sebkna 
rObra, Fdchsta fdlgens, Gesndrui spicata. Gloxinia c&ndida, Ixdra r6- 
sea, Jasminum trifoliktum fl. pi., A'^rium coronkrium, RondeUtta 
speci6sa, and Thunb^rgia grandifl6ra. By Alexander Parker, Aga- 
p&nthus umbelllLtus, Arafsia crenulkta, A. solandicea, C&ssia tomen- 
tdsa, CucObalus stellltus, EOcomis punctata, FdohsM coccinea. Gar- 
denia fidrida, Jiibiscus r6sa sinensis adreus, H6ya camdsa, Lantkia 
Dougl&sn, Maurindia Barclaydna Plumbago cap^sis, Rivina hOmi- 
la, Swainsdna galeg8Bf5lia, Sempervlvum arb6reum, and Finca r6sea» 
Vegetables: — By Jacob Engleman, squashes, of the long green and 
white bunch, okra, egg plants, tomatoes, carrots, cucumbers, beets, 
onions, and potatoes, of Itfercer, Calamanca, and Nova Scotia white 
kinds. By Albinus Felton, squashes, egir plants, tomatoes, carrots, 
cucumbers, cabbage, and Swiss chard. By Adam Uber, fine toma- 
toes, lettuce, Mercer potatoes, beets, and beans. By Andrew Patton, 
carrots and corn. By Charles Conover, tomatoes and beans* By 
George Esher, tomatoes. By William Chalmers, sen., egg plants. 
By Gregory Lee, squashea, purple and white egg planu, tomipe, and 
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beets. By Daniel Reilly, corn. By Coopers, tomatoes and car- 
rots. By Robert KiWington, sugar beans and turnips, raised from 
the Bremen seed, presented to him by the Society. 

Fruits: — Gooseberries, by William Sinton and — Coopers. By 
William Chalmers, sen., black Hamburgh and Grisly Frontignac 
grapes. By John B. Smith, figs. By Ro^rt Kilvington, pears, four 
kinds. 

The SocieQr hare issued their circulari announcing that its twelfth 

annual exhibition will be held at the Masonic Hall, on the 16th, 17th, 

and Idth of September. AH cultivators are invited to contribute, and 

any thing sent to the Society, directed to the care of Messrs. D. Lan- 

dreth & Co., 65 Chestnut street, will meet with prompt attention, and 

be duly placed on the Society's tables. The circular contains the list 

of premiums offered for the best articles exhibited. The gross amount 

exceeds two hundred dollars. We are compelled to omit the list for 

want of room. We annex, however, the following prizes offered for 

dahlias : — ' 

For the best twenty varieties of dahlias . . $10 00 

For the next best twenty varieties of dahlias , . . 5 00 

For the next best twenty varieties of dahlias . . 8 00 

For the best display of dahlias 10 00 

For the next best display of dahlias . . . . 5 00 
For the best American seedling, parti-colored dahlia . 5 00 
For the next best American seedling, parti-colored dahlia 8 00 
For the best American seedling, self-colored dahlia . 5 00 
For the next best American seedling, self-colored dahlia 8 00 
For the best ten varieties of dahlias, grown by amateurs 5 00 
For the next best ten varieties of dahlias, grown by amateurs 8 00 
For the best dahlia, grown by amateurs . . . 8 00 
Thirty-two dollars are offered (in seven prizes) to encourage the 

growth of native grapes. 
Forty-ei^ht dollars are also offered for specimens of the best 

foreign grapes, both from, the open air and under glass. 
The Society, to induce cultivators to forward articles for exhibition, 
defray all expenses of transportation. — {Sac, Report.) 



Art. IV. Masioehwetti Horticultural Society. 

Saturday f July ftSth, — The whole report of this meeting was not 
included in our fast, owing to want of room: it is now subjomed. 

Exhibited.--V ruit: From B. Guild, July or sugar-top pears. From 
O. Johnson, a fine cluster of Zinfindai grapes. From L. P. Grosve- 
Dor, apricots. From B. V. French, early Harvest, and Heath's 
early Nonsuch apples, and peach apricots. From E. M. Richards, 
early Harvest, red Astracan, and white Juneating apples. From 
John Hovey, early Harvest apples, and very large and superior 
white currants. From R. Milne, rortland, handsome forced peaches* 
From Gen. Sumner, nutmeg peaches. 

Vegetables: — ^From A. Bowditcb, tomatoes. 
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•Sug, Ut — An adjourned meeting was held tfau day— tbe President 
in the chnir. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting, to report upon the 
expediency of holding the usual annual exhibition of the Society, re- 
commended that the annual exhibition should take place in Septem- 
ber, the particular days to be set apart by the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, which report was accepted, and the same committee were ap- 
pointed to nominate a General Committee of Arrangements, to su- 
perintend the Exhibition, to report at the adjourned meeting on Sat- 
urday next. [The Committee of Arrangements have decided. to bold 
the aunual exhibition on the 9th, 10th, and lltb of September, at the 
Societ}['s room, in Tremont RovT.] 

Exhibited, Flowers:— From S. Walker, fine showy bououets, 
composed of phloxes, &e. From A. Bowditch, balsams and dahlias. 
From Hoyey & Co., bouquets. From Misses Sumners, Dorchester, 
a beautiful specimen of the annual chrysanthemum, very double and 
quilled, and a flower, the seed of which was received from Copen- 
bairen. 

Native Planu:— a collection from F. Parker and F. L. Call. . 

Fruit: — From E. M» Richards, the folio wini{ fine varieties of ap- 
ples:— early Spice, early Harvest, white Juneating, red Juneatinjr, 
early Bough, Williams's Favorite, red Astracan, and Curtis's early 
Striped. From A. Bowditch, Sweetwater grapes, from the open air, 
and Williams's Bon Chrdtien pears. From John Hovey, beautiful 
early Harvest apples. From Capt. Seaver, Roxbury, early Harvest 
apples. From B. V. French, two sorts of |)ears without name, and 
early Harvest, Williams's Favorite, Shropshirevine and river apples. 
From C. Golderman, fine black Hamburgh grapes and figs. 

Vegetables: — From A. D. Jones, Brighton, handsome tomatoes and 
pumpkins. 

Aug. 8fA.— An adjourned meeting from last week was held to-day — 
the President in the chair. 

The committee appointed at that meeting, to nominate a General 
Committee of Arrangements, to superintend the approaching annual 
exhibition of flowers and fruits, in September, reported the names of 
the following gentlemen who were chosen that committee, viz: — 

Samuel Walker, William Oliver, Isaac P. Davis, L. P. Gros- 
venor, Thomas Lee, Marshall P. Wilder, Isaiah Stickney, Ed- 
ward M. Richards, J. J. Low, John L. Russell, Beniainin V. 
French, Robert Treat Paine, Charles M. Hovey, William T. Eustis, 
John Towne, Samuel Downer, J. E. Tescbemacher, Otis Johnson, 
David Haggerston, W. H. Cowan, Robert Manning, J. M. Ives, 
George Brown, M. P. Sawyer, Cheever^Newhall, Joseph Breck, 
William M'Lellan, William Reurick, Jonathan Winship, Henry 
Sheafe, Samuel R. Johnson, Ebenezer Putnam, J. C. Howard, S. 
Sweetser, P. B. Hovey, Jr., J. L. L. F. Warren, John A. Kenrick, 
William E. Carter, J. W. Russell, Rufus Howe, Samuel Poud, John 
Hovey, A. Bowditch. 

A special committee to decorate the hall, and take charge of all 
flowers and fruits sent for exhibition, was also appointed, composed 
of the following gentlemen: — 

Samuel Walker, L. P. Grosvenor, M. P. Wilder, William Oliver, 
C. M. Hovey, J. Stickney, E. M. Richards, David Haggerston, S. R. 
Johnson, J. L. L. F. Warren, J. W. Russell, W. McLellan, Rufus 
Howe, and A. Bowditch. 

A committee to make reports of the flowers, fruits and vegetables, 
VOL. VI. — NO. IX. 45 
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exhibited on the occasion, waa likewise appointed, connating of the 
following members: — 

Samuel Walker, E. M. Richards, J. L. L. F. Warren. 

Mr. R. M. Copeland was admitted a subscription member of the 
Society. 

Exhibited. Flowers: From S. Walker, fipe large] bouquets. 
From J. Hovey, pinks, carnations, balsams, tiger flowers, ana bou^ 
quets. From J. G. Sprague, Marquis of Lothian dahlia. From A. 
bowditch, bouquets. From Rufus Howe, bouquets. From W. Mur- 
ray, seedling dahlias and marigolds. From W. Hancock, bouquets. 

From Mr. Tidd, Wobum, a fine plant of Fiichsta fdlgens, ia 
bloom, only three months from the cutting. From Hovey & Co.| 
splendid double balsams in nine varieties as follows: — rose, purple, 
white, scarlet, mottled, variegated, scarlet spotted, purple spotted and 
crimson spotted; also, Striata for mosissima dahlia, and bouquets. 

Fruits: — From £. M. Richards, the following fine apples: — ^red 
Juneatins(, Sugarloaf Pippin, early Bough, Webb, early Spice, WiU 
lianis's Favorite, Curtia's early Striped, and Sops of Wine. From 
S. Pond, Pond's ( ?) seedling, and apricot plums. From the President 
of the Society, early Harvest and Shropshirevine apples, and Schuy- 
ler's apricots. From J. Hovey, handsome specimens of Williams's 
Favorite apples. From B. V. French, Irish peach apple. 

From S. Walker, green Chissel and summer.; Franc Real pears. 
From C. Golderman, apricots. From F. Tudor, Madeleine pears, 

frown at Nahant. From S. Codmkn, apricots, grown at Nahant. 
'rom S. Sweetser, fine watermelons. From J. L. L. F. Warren, 
early Royal George peaches. From A. Bowditch, English Catharine, 
and Williams's Bon Chretien pears and Sweetwater grapes. 

Vegetables: — From S. Sweetser, handsome purple eggs. From 
E. M. Richards, fine purple eggs. From J. L. L. F. Warren, com- 
mon sweet corn. 

August IS—Exhibited, Flowers:— From J. J. Low, by his gar- 
dener, Joseph Banks, the following fine dahlias, viz: — Queen Victo- 
ria, Coronation, (Elliot's,) Sir H. Fletcher, Springfield Major, Suf- 
folk Hero, Etonia; also, lieautiful double balsams. From W. Ba- 
con, Roxbury, fine double balsams, German asters, and dahlias. 
From John Hovey, dahlias and bouquets. From P. Barnes, the fol- 
lowing dahlias: — Marquis of Lothian, Victory, Quilled Perfection, 
Purple Perfection, Mary, Striata formo.sissima, and Clio perAScta. 
From D. Mclntyre, dahlias, viz: — Ne Plus Ultra, Madonna, Sun- 
bury Hero. 

From Hovey & Co., fine dahlias, viz: Duchess of Richmond, 
Brown's Sarah, Mount Pleasant Rival, Sir Henry Fletcher, Striata 
formosissima, Horatio (Widnall's,) Mrs. Rushton, Glory, &c.; also, 
bouquets. From S. Walker, bouquets, and the following dahlias: 
Mrs. Rushton, Strikta formosissima. Rival Yellow, Juliet, Sunbur^ 
Hero, Princess Victoria, &c. From F. W. Macondry, fine speci- 
mens of dahlias. From S. R. Johnson, beautiful double balsams and 
roses. From J. L. L. F. Warren, dahlias. 

Native Flowers:— From Dr. E. Wight,)thirty-one species and va- 
rieties of native plants. 

Fruits: — From S. Walker, green Chissel pears. From Messrs. 
Winship, seedling pears, produced from seeds of the Heathcot pear, 
a native variety. [Not having been present ourselves at this meeting, 
we should be glad to learn from Mr. Manning the qualities of this 
seedling. Messrs. Winships would also oblige us by giving us some 
account of it, if they think it deserving of cultivation.] 
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From E. M. Richards, sugar-loaf pippin, red Juneating) and Wil- 
liams's Favorite apples. From Dr. Swan, Medford, honeys-sweeting 
apples, a lar^e and sbowv looking fruit. From John Uovey, Wil- 
liams's Favorite apples. From S. Downer, red and green Sweeting, 
Shropshire vine, ami Williams's Favorite apples. From A. D. Williams 
Williams's Favorite apples, and two other unknown sorts. From N. 
N. Dyer, South Abington, a variety of apple, called the Ginseng. 

From B. V. Krencn, Garden Royal, River, Williams's Favorite, 
and Garden Striped apples. From R. Manning, large red and green 
sweet and Gravenstein apples; also. Gross Rousselet ( Aisti^ Duhamel,) 
and Petit Blanquet pear. From S. Pond, Bingham, apricot, Pond's 
(.^) seedling, and white Gage plums. From Gapt. J. Clark, a varie- 
ty of the Weeping cherry. 

Vegetables:— From J. L. L. F. Warren, tomatoes of fine largo 
size. 

Auf. ft^d, — Exhibited, Flowers:— From Joseph Banks, gardener 
to J. J. Low, a fine variety of dahlias^ viz: — Countess of Mansfield, 
Springfield Minor, Ne Plus Ultra, Marquis of Lothian, Coronation, 
Striata formosissima, Suffolk Hero, Lady Webster, Sir Henry Fletch- 
er, Jackson's Rival, &c.; also double balsams. From W. Meller, 
Ne Plus Ultra, Quilled Perfection, and Jackson's Rival; also, verbe* 
nas, pinks and bouauets. From J. A. Kenrick, dahlias and bouquets, 
From W. Bacon, nne double asters and balsams, and dahlia Strikta 
formosissima. From D. Mclntyre, dahlias, viz: — Marshal Soult, 
Duchess of Kent, Sir Robert Peel, Striata formosissima. Lord Liver- 
pool, Rienzi, Madonna, Marquis of Lothian and Lord Liverpool. 
From R. Howe, bouquets. From C. Golderman, dahlias. From P. 
Barnes, Middlesex Rival, Mrs.Bucknall, Striata formosissima, Quill- 
ed Perfection, and Countess of Liverpool. From J. G. Sprague, 
Unique, Henry Fletcher, &.c. From S. R. Johnson, fine double bal- 
sams. From £. H. Derby, Salem, JVympha^'a odorkta. From Jo- 
seph Stickney, dahlias. From A. H. Movey, Suffolk Hero and Stri- 
ata formosissima dahlias. From J. L. L. F\ Warren, dahlias. 

From Hovey & Co., PhI6x Drummdndn, iSilvia Ten6ret (very 
handsome,) Erysimum Peroffskydnum, Gladiolus floribdndus, and 
eighteen species and varieties of verbenas, viz: — F. chameedrii'dlia, 
incisa, Tweedie^na and T. sup^rba, Arranthna, BinneyAna, P^ppert, 
ign^scens, fdlgens, Eyredna, siiecidsa, Pow^lUt, Winchest^rit, Wales's 
seedling, Hirstn, Colcdrdti, Richardsdntt, and teucroldes', also, a va- 
riety of dahlias and bouquets. From M. P. Wilder, the following 
dahlias: — Eva, Ne Plus Ultra, Constan tine, Unique, Sir H. Fletcher, 
and Glory of the West. From S. Walker, dahlias and bouquets. 
From W. Kenrick, bouquets. From John Hovey, bouquets and 
dahlias. 

Fruits: — The display of to-day was very large for a weekly exhi- 
tion; indeed, we think the Society's tables, at an ordinary Saturday's 
meeting, are not often better set out with fine specimens of fruit. The 
principal contributor was Mr. Pond, who showed, in all, twenty-eight 
dishes. I'he exhibitors were as follows: — From S. Pond, St. Ghislam, 
Gushing, Julienne, and Williams's Bon Chretien pears, the latter 
very fine; there were two fruits on one branch, taken from a young 
tree craAed into a stock now only four years from seed; also, plums, 
viz. Bingham, white Gage, and Bolmar's Washington plums. From 
the President, Mr. Vose, very large specimens of the large red Sweet- 
ing, (an oblong fruit,) apple, and also the St. Lawrence apple, a 
seedling raised by Mr. Corse, of Montreal, the scions of whicn wero 
sent to the President, by that gentleman. 
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From Rev. 6, B. Perty, Bradford, handsome specimens of a sweet 
apple; the scions were taken from the original tree, now growing 
in Kingston, N. Y. The fruit was large and fair; color, a paJe yel- 
low, and the flesh of a fine sweet flavor, very tender and juicy. 
From the garden of Mrs. T. Bigeiow, superior specimens of rareripe 
peaches: among them was one measuring ten inches in circumfer- 
ence. From James Russell, apples without a name. From S. R. 
Johnson, superb specimens of Bolmar's Washington and white Gage 
plums. From S. Walker, Frankreal d'Ete and green Chissel pears. 
From William Greenough, Cambridge, ripe figs from a tree growing 
in the open ground. From A. D. Jones, a large cantelope melon. 
From J. L. L. F. Warren, handsome Bim^hain plums. Messrs. 
Winship presented some fine specimens of the Sheph^rdta argentia, 
or Buffalo herry. 

Vegetables: — From John Hovey, a basket of superior tomatoes. 

The Committee on Flowers held a meeting this day, agreeably to 
8 notice by the Chairman. It was voted that the exhibition of dahlias 
for the premiums offered by the Society, agreeably to the report 
adopted by the committee, in May, take place at the Society's room, 
on Wednesday and Thurwlay, the 2Sd and 34th of September. Ex- 
hibitors roust have their flowers all arranged in the stands before ten 
o'clock, in the mornin(^, or they will be excluded from the premiums. 
Amateurs and others, intending to exhibit, had better notice the rules 
and regulations which may be found in our June nnmber, p. 336. 

Aug, ^9th.'^ExhMted. Flowers:— From J. Stickney, dahlias:— 
Striata formosissima, Unioue, Marshal Soult, Reliance, Henry 
Fletcher, Essex Rival, Sulpbdrea ^le^ans, &c. From D. Mclntyre, 
Marouis of Lothian, StrilLta formosissima, Castanda, Bontisholl, (the 
two latter very good,) Splendissima, Suffolk Hero, Grand Purple, 
Ovid, Bowman's Premier, &c. From S. Walker; dahlias, viz:— ' 
Marshal Soult, Mrs. Runhton, Unique, Horsham Rival, StriMa for- 
mosissima. Beauty of West Riding, &c.: also, Tigridia conchifldrsy 
and large bouquets. From J. L. L. F. Warren, Noisette roses, Sta- 
p^Ua sp., asters and dahlias. 

From M. P. Wilder, fine dahlias as follows: — Gaines's primrose, 
(fine,) Marshal Soult, Eva, Misses Johnson, Sir H. Fletcher, Stria- 
ta formosissima, &c. From Hovey & Co-, sixteen varieties of ver- 
benas, (same as reported at the meeting of the 33d,) superb double 
balsams and asters, and dahlias, viz: — Horticulturalist, Striata formo- 
sissima, Mrs. Roshton, Unique, Reliance, Glory, Golden Sovereign, 
Sir H. Fletcher, Quilled Perfection, Stone's Yellow Perfection, Gen. 
Washington, &g.; also bono nets. 

From S. R. Johnson, fine double balsams and Noisette roses. From 
A. H. Huvey, dahlias and German asters. From L. B. Haskell, 
Roxbury, Rival Yellow, Striata formosissima, and Countess of Liv- 
erpool dahlias. From John Hovey, fine marigolds, dahlias and bou- 
S|uets. From P. Barnes, dahlias, viz: — Mrs. Rushton, Quilled Per- 
ection, Maria Edgeworth, Sir H. Fletcher, and ten other flowers. 
From W. Meller, Ne Plus Ultra, dahlias, asters, bouquets, &c. 
From J. A. Kenrick, asters, dahlias, and double althesas. From R. 
Howe, handsome l>ouquets, composed almost wholly of dahlias. 

The exhibition of fruits and vegetables, for want of space, we omit 
until our next number appears. 
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Art. V. Faneuil Hall Market. 



Roots, Tubtrs, ^c. 
Potatoes, new: 

Sweet, per bushel, 



Turnips: 

New, per bunch, 

Ruta Baga, per bushel. 
Onions: 

New white, per bunch,. 

Red, per bunch, 

Yellow, per bushel,. .. 

White, per busliel, . « . 

Beets, per bunch, 

CWrots, per bunch, 

Shallots, per pound, .... 
Garlic, per pound, .... 



Cabbages, Salads, ^e, 

Gsbbases, per doien: 

Earfy York, 

Savpy, 

Drumhead 

Brocoli, each, 

Celery, per ropt, 

Sweet com, per doz 

Pickles, per hundred 

Mangoes, per dozen 

Peppers, per pound,* 

Puiple eugs, each, 

Tomatoes, per half peck,. 
Beans, (shelled:^ 

Lima, per quart,. 

Sieva, per quart, 

Striilg: 

Cranberry, per half peck, 

Squashss and PumfJans. 

Squashes, per pound: 

Autumnal Marrow, 

Winter crook neck, 

Pumpkins, each 



From 


To 


$cu. 


9cts. 


1 00 


1 50 


60 


75 


1 00 


— 


60 


— " 


1 60 




4 


6 


— 


— 


4 


6 


4 


6 


75 


— 


1 00 


— 


8 


4 


8 


4 


20 


— 


12i 




m 


60 


60 


— 


50 


75 


6 


12i 


8 


124' 


6 


8 


17 


— 


25 


— 


2 


8 


8 


12 


8 


10 


8 


10 


8 


10 


20 


25 


u 


2 


20 


_ 



Pol and Sweet Herbs. 



Parsley, per half peck 

Sage, per pound, 

Marjorum, per bunch, 

Savory, per bunch 

Spearmint, per bunch, 

Fmits. 

Apples, dessert: 

Common, per bushel, .... 

Extra, per bushel, 

Porter, per bushel,.. ..... 

Crab apples, per bushel,. . 

Dried apples, per pound,. 
Pears, per half peck: 

Cttshing, 

Epargne 

Bartlett, 

Seckel, 

St. Michael, per doien; 

Baking, per bushel, 

Plums, per quart: 

Common, 

Extra, 

Whortleberries, per quart,. . 

Currants, per quart, 

Peaches: 

Common, per half peck,. . 

Good, per half peck,,. . . . 

Extra, per dozen, 

Grapes, per pound : 

Black Hamburgh, 

White Sweetwater, , 

Wild grapes, pr half peck 

Watermelons, each, , 

Muskmelons, each: 

Common, , 

Extra 

Cucumbers, per dozen, 

Cranberries, per biishel,. . . . 

Lemons, per dozen, 

Oranges, per dozen : 

Sicily, 

Havana, (sweet) 

Chestnuts, per buehel,. . . 



From I 

9cU. 

25 

17 

6 

6 

6 



To 
$cts. 

20 
12 
12 



50 

75 

75 

200 

n 

874 
25 
60 
25 

«74 
1 50 

124 

25 

8 

10 

20 
25 
25 

60 
874 
25 
12 

6 

6 

6 

1 00 

124 

25 

50 

400 



75 
100 



87 
62 
87 
60 



874 



25 

.50 
60 

76 
60 

87 

12 

8 

8 

1 60 

20 

87 
460 



Remarks. — Our last report, in which we spoke of the long contin- 
ued drought of Jul J, had ticarcely gone to the press, before refreshing 
and geniul showers set in, and revived vegetation wherever it had suf- 
fered from the heat and dryness of July. These showers have fell at 
intervals up to the present date, and crops of all kinds of vegetables 
that were not much injured by the drought have been very abundant 
and fine. The month has been warm, without any sudden changes, 
and fruits generally have ripened well, and have been abundantly sup- 
plied. At the present moment of writing, the market has not been so 
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well filled for several yean, nor hare prices of both fmits and vege- 
tables averaffed so low a rate. 

Potatoes have greatly improved, and good Ghenangoes are more 
abundant; there is now a promise of a good winter supply. Sweet 
potatoes from New Jersey have made their appearance this week in 
considerable quantities and of fair size. Turnips do not yet come in 
bv the bushel. Onions may now be had in quantities at quotations. 
tfeets and carrots are now supplied by the bushel or larger quantity. 
No parsnips have ^et been brought in. No radishes in the market. 
Cabbages, of all kmds, are abundant; Drumheads have just come in. 
Lima and Sieva beans very plentiful and of fine size. Corn abun- 
dant. Mangoes and pickles are plentiful. Tomatoes are brought in 
in immense quantities, but they are so much sought after that there 
is a ready demand. A few purple eggs have been brought in, but the 
sale is quite limited; when they are properly appreciated, they will 
be as much sought after as the tomato. Some fine brocolis have 
been brought in. Celery has also come to hand this week, of good 
eize. Peppers plentiful. Summer squashes are gone, and their 
place is now supplied with autumnal marrows- Very few others are 
yet to be had. 

The fruit market is most abundantly filled. Apples are a complete 
drug; only those of good quality command even the low prices in 
our quotations. A few whortleberries are yet brought in. Pears are 
verv abundant, and of good quality and low prices; the Seckel, 
Andrews, Gushing, St. Uhislain, &c. are to be had. Plums, from 
New York, are abundant. The supply of peaches, up to the present 
period, has been wholly from New York, at prices averaging about 
four dollars per bushel; they are now brought in from the vicinity, 
and sell at low prices; some very extra command fifty cents per doz- 
en. Melons very plentiful and cheap: we have not seen such fine 
ones raised iu the vicinity of Boston for four or ^ve years: the citron 
melon (for preserving,) makes a fine sweetmeat. Grapes are suppli- 
ed in good quantities, wild ones very abundant. New cranberries 
have just come: there is the promise of a good crop. A few currants 
are yet brought in. Cucumbers are nearly done for the season; only 
a small demand. Lemons and oranges remain about the same as at 
the time of our last report.— Jd. T., Bo$ion, Aug 39, 1840. 



Art. VI. Obituary Notice. 



Death of Dr. Perrtne. — It is with feelings of the deepest regret 
that we announce to our readers the death of our correspondent, the 
late Dr. Henry Perrine, of Indinn Key, Fa. When we placed the 
communication from him, which appears in the present number, in the 
hands of the printer, we little thought it would become our painful 
dut^ to recora his death. We had^ been absent about a fortnight, 
and when we returned, the first paper which we took up contained 
an account of the massacre of the inhabitants of Indian Key. We 
read on with increasing interest, and almost the first paragraph an- 
nounced that Dr. Perrine was among the unfortunate victims who 
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fell a sacrifice to the brutal ferocity of the savaee Seminolei. Most 
of our readers haFe probably seen the account of the horrid massacre 
in the journals of the day; but a correct account of the raassacre of 
the inhabitants will appear, from the hands of Charles Howe, Esq., 
the co*trustee of Dr. rerrine, who was among those who so fortu- 
nately escaped. We have now a letter before us, which, although 
not written for publication, we take the liberty to lay before our read- 
ers, being assured that Mr. Howe will excuse us when he considers 
how much interest will be felt in the fate of his late friend. 

*4t becomes my painful duty to inform you of the death of Dr. 
Henr^ Perrine, wno was one of the unfortunate number that became 
the victims of the brutal savage Seminoles, on the memorable morn- 
ing of the 7th of August, on this island. His loss to his family and 
friends, and to the agricultural community and the country generally, 
can only be estimated by those who knew his worth. • • • 
A correct statement of the total destruction of this beautiful village 
will be published in several of the northern papers, and I have re- 
quested one copy to be sent to you. — With great retpeety I have the 
honor to be, dear Sir, your obedient servant, Charles Howe, Indian 
Key, Fa,, Aug. StA, 1840. 

tn the mean time, we extract the following from the account which 
has been alreadv given in the newspapers of the painful transaction. 
The family of Dr. Perrine arrived safely at St. Augustine, and from 
them this statement was obtained : — 

*' About two o'clock, on the morning of the 7th inst., a Mr. Glass, 
in the employ of Mr. Houseman, happening to be up, saw boats ap- 
proaching, and informed a person in the same employ, when they 
passed into Mr. Houseman's garden, and were satisfied that they 
were boats containing Indians. The Indians commenced their firing 
upon the houses of Mr. Houseman and Dr. Perrine; the former of 
whom, with his family, and that of Mr. Charles Howe, succeeded in 
escaping to boats, and crossing over to Tea Table Bay. The family 
of Dr. Perrine passed through a trap door into their bathing rooms, 
from whence they got into the turtle crawl, and by great effort re- 
moved the logs and escaped to the front of Houseman's store. They 
went to a boat at the wharf, which six Indians — all who remained — 
had partlv filled, and were in the store after a farther supply. They 
then pushed off, and pulled with an oar, a paddle, ana two poles, 
towards the schooner Medium. They were met by a boat when 
they had rowed a mile, and taken to the schooner. 

"Mr. Motte and wife, and Mrs. Johnson, a lady seventy years of 
age, fied into an outhouse, from whence Mrs. Motte was dragged by 
an Indian, and while in the act of calling on her husband, "John, 
save me," she was killed. Mr. Motte shared the same fate, and was 
scalped; and the old lady as she was dragged forth, suddenly jerking 
from the Indian, broke bis hold and escaped under a house. Her 
grandchild, a daughter of Mrs. Motte, ased eleven years, was then 
killed with a club, and the infant strangled and thrown into the water. 
This was seen by Mrs. Johnson from her hiding place; but the In- 
dians fired this building, and she was again forced to fiee, and escap- 
ed to Maloney's wharf, where she secreted herself, and was finally 
rescued. A. Sturdy, a boy about eleven years of age, hid himself in 
the cistern under Mr. Houseman's house, and was scalded to death 
by the burning building heating the water. The remains of an adult 
skeleton were found among. the ruins of Dr. Perrine's house, suppos- 
ed to be the Doctor, as well as a child, thought to have been a slave 
of Mr. Houseman."— (iVeti»«paj9«r.) 
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Accompanying the account referred to in Mr. Howe's note, which 
we fhall publish as soon as received, we shall offer some further re- 
marks upon the late services of Dr. Perrine in establishing his pre- 
paratory nursery at Indian Key, and his future objects upon the main 
land. We received from Dr. Perrine, at the same time that we re- 
ceived the communication in this number, a correct drawing of Indian 
Key, made by one of his daughters, with the houses and gardens of 
Dr. Perrine and Mr, Howe. We shall improve an early opportunity 
to present our readers with a sketch of the same. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOa 8BPTSMBSR. 



FRUIT DEPARTMENT. 

Orape vinet^ under fflass, will now have ripened their crop, and 
probably most of the fruit will be cut by the middle of the month. 
Give an abundance of air on all fine days, and be careful and take 
every precaution to ripen the wood, for bearing next season, and give 
it a good color. 

Slravoherry beds may yet be planted with success. Where they 
were made in August, they should be watered occasionally if the 
weather is dry, and the beds will also need hoeing once this month. 

Raspberry beds may be also formed this month; a good rich soil 
shoula be selected to have abundant crops, and those fine sorts, the 
Franconia and white Antwerp, selected. 

Fruit treest of all sorts, may be removed in October with safety. 

Strawberries, for forcing, should be potted, if not already done. 

FLOWER DEPARTMENT. 

Dahlias are now flowering; give them occasional supplies of waten 
and they will produce better specimens of flowers. Tie up the 
branches, and trim out ail superfluous shoots; syringing over the 
plants is better than watering at the roots. 

Gladiolus^ amarulUs^ and other tender bulbs, may be taken up at 
the latter part of the month. 

Roses will need repotting, pruning, &c., before they are taken into 
the green-house. 

Oeraniums should be all ready to move into the green-house. 

Ckrysanthemutns will need to be liberally supplied with water. 

Tiger lily, and white lily bulbs, taken up in August, may be set 
out now. 

Verbenas may vet be layered off into small pots. 

Cactuses shoula not now be so liberally watered. 

Ixias and sparaxis may be potted this month. 

Oxalis Bovnei, rosea, ire. may be potted now for early blooming, 

Stocks, sown in August, should be potted off this month into small 
pots. 

CdUas should now be repotted and supplied with water. 

Camellias will need cleaning, top-dressing, and perhaps some of 
them repotting, before they are taken into the house. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



Art. 1. JfoUs on Gardens and Gardeningj in JV*eto Bedford^ 
Mass. By the Editor. 

During a passing visit, through New Bedford, a few weeks 
since, we improved the opportunity of inspecting some of the 
gardens which exist in the town. We were not aware that so 
much attention had been given to gardening, and were most 
happily disappointed in finding so many residences which 
evmced such excellent taste in the laying out of the grounds, 
and in the beauty and neatness in which every thing around 
them were kept. We think we do not err when we say, that 
a greater number of well laid out and well tilled gardens are to 
be found, in New Bedford, than in any other town of the same 
size in the country. We regret that our time did not allow us 
to call at all those where there appeared to be any thing to no- 
tice, for it would have given us the greatest pleasure to have 
offered some observations upon many besides the few to which 
our remarks at the present time will be directed. We hope, 
however, at a future period, to be able to devote a few more 
pages to the subject, and include some notice of every garden 
of any extent in the town. A stranger riding through that part 
of the town, not exclusively devoted to business, would be at 
once struck with the many highly ornamented gardens which 
meet his eye in every direction; while, from the style and 
neatness of the dwellings, and the air of high cultivation which 
is apparent almost every where, he would be confirmed in bis 
opinion that few towns can lay claim to such a general taste for 
gardening as New Bedford. 

VOL, VI. — vo. X. 46 
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The town is beautifully situated for fine residences: it stands 
upon the sea-shore, opening to a noble view of the harbor. 
The land gradually rises, from the water, to an elevation of from 
seventy-five to one hundred feet, and upwards, and from the 
highest point it recedes into the interior, in undulations of greater 
or less extent, with a tolerably well wooded and picturesque back 
ground. The streets run nearly at right angles; the principal 
one being County street, which runs parallel to the water, 
about north and south, at the most elevated point. It is, we 
should judge, a mile or more in its whole length, and, for a 
long distance, is lined on either side with the most beautiful 
dwellings, with elegant gardens adjoining the same. The soil 
is generally a strong loam, rather inclining to clay; but it is 
well adapted for ornamental purposes, as we noticed the turf 
retained its verdure to a remarkable degree, and that ornament- 
al trees were as densely clothed with a vigorous and deep green 
foliage as we have scarcely ever seen them elsewhere. The 
natural advantages of the town, both for beauty of prospect, 
and a soil favorable to most purposes of vegetation, are not 
surpassed by any other in New England. 

From Fairhaven, on the opposite side of the river. New 
Bedford presents a picturesque appearance. Bordering the 
river, and receding for some distance upwards, is situated the 
commercial part of the town, closely covered with neat and 
substantial buildings; beyond this, rise up the more elegant 
dwellings of the wealthy inhabitants, surrounded with gardens 
well filled with trees and shrubs, overlooking a greater portion 
of the town; and from the point we have named, this part of it 
seems studded with delightful villas. 

The gardens which our time would only allow us to visit, 
werethoseof James Arnold, Esq., J. H. Howland, Esq*, and 
Joseph Congdon, Esq., the two former situated on the wester* 
lyside of County street, and the latter at the distance of about 
a mile from the town. Those which appeared to possess much 
interest were those of J. Grinnell, Esq., Mr. Wall, — 
Howland, Esq. We shall notice the three first named in course. 

Residence of James Arnold^ Esq.y County street, August 
24th. — The delightful grounds of Mr. Arnold are situated on 
the west side of County street, nearly opposite the head of 
Union street. The site is one of the most elevated in the 
street, and commands a view of the harbor, and beyond, on 
the opposite side of the river, the neat and flourishing village 
of Fairhaven; to the west stretches out a vast extent of 
country, well wooded, and in some directions presenting 
varied and interesting views. The grounds around the bouse 
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fall away in a very gentle slope, bounding upon the street 
on the east, and extending to tbe west into the yet uncuhivated 
portion of the town. The whole, we should judge, compris- 
ing some six or eight acres, which are laid out in a pleasure 
ground, a flower garden, vegetable garden, orchard, &c. 

It is our intention, at some future period, with the consent 
of Mr. Arnold, to present our readers with two or three en- 
gravings, illustrating some of the most interesting portions of 
his garden: 90 pleased were we with all the arrangements, that, 
bad we had the time, and liberty to do so, we should have made 
one or two sketches upon the spot. Mr. Arnold's grounds are 
decidedly the most ornamental that we have ever seen, and con- 
vey to those who have not a good conception of the modern or 
English style of gardening, a better idea of what this style con- 
sists in, than they could learn by reading a hundred descrip- 
tions of the same. We shall therefore, at the present time, 
only enumerate some of the principal features, and leave the 
complete details till we have an opportunitv to present them in 
connection with the views which we have just referred to. 

The house stands about one hundred and fifty feet from the 
street; a broad carriage-way enters on one side, and, sweeping 
by the entrance to the house, in a semicircular form, opens to 
the street on the opposite side. Between this carriage-way 
and street there is a fine lawn; this is varied by two or three 
elegant groups of trees, which break the view of the house from 
the street, and likewise convey an idea of greater extent, by 
partly preventing those who are entering upon the approach, 
from seeing those who are departing from the house. From 
the approach, on the south side of the house, about two thirds 
of the distance from the entrance, a walk leads up to the con- 
servatory, the back of which stands up against a wall running 
west from the rear of the house. In front of the conservatory 
is a fine flower garden, laid out with dug beds on turf. This 
garden is bounded by a wall on the west, and by the back of 
the grapery on the south; and, to screen the latter building 
from the eye, a vigorous and luxuriant growth of the woodbine 
has covered it so completely, as to scarcely leave an open 
space. A rock-work, in a small way, but erected mostly with 
rare specimens of quartz, &c., and covered with verbenas and 
petunias, is an interesting feature of this garden. 

Passing into a straight walk which leads from the conser* 
vatory, by the flower garden, (which is screened by a hedge 
from the lawn front,) to the grapery, we entered upon a portion 
of the pleasure ground: this is laid out with most excellent taste 
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and judgment. The work was executed by Mr. Jones, form* 
eriy gardener to Mr. Arnold. Continuing through the wind- 
ing walks, shady bowers, and umbrageous retreats, through 
which rustic seats were placed, we arrived at the shell grotto. 
This is an ingenious piece of work, finely executed under the 
direction of Mr. Arnold. The roof is supported by columns 
of rough trunks of trees, the outer part of the roof thatched, 
and the ceiling elegantly inlaid with shells, quartz, &c. A 
rustic sofa and table are the only articles in the interior. So 
secluded is this grotto, that the robin has built its nest and 
reared its young in some of the niches left for that purpose. 
From this we pass through other portions of the ground, and 
enter upon the main walk which leads round the kitchen 
garden, near to the southerly boundary, to the place from 
whence we started; the kitchen garden is shut out from view 
by a hawthorn hedge. This may be called a general view of 
the grounds, and, though necessarily an imperfect sketch, will 
convey some idea of the good arrangement of every part. We 
should remark, that between the lawn in front, and the pleas- 
ure ground, a belt of trees, composed principally of ever- 
greens, running at a right angle with the street, to the grapery^ 
screens the whole from the view of any person entering the 
house. On the north the grounds are planted mostly with or- 
namental trees and shrubs. 

The conservatory contained little in it of merit at this sea- 
son. Mr. Young, under whose management the grounds are 
highly kept, has succeeded in impregnating the C^reus grandi- 
fldrus with the C. speciosissimus, and the pod was now, 
(Aug. 24,) swelling finely. The collection of camellias is 
quite limited, but Mr. Arnold informed us, he should augment 
it considerably the coming year, and also add many other new 
and beautiful plants. In the grapery the vines were just re- 
covering and making good wood, after they had been sufilsring 
under the mismanagement of the gardener who last had the 
care of them. On the back wall the peach trees had made an 
excellent growth of young wodd. The collection of dahlias 
is very good, and a choice variety of annuals filled the dug beds 
in the flower garden. 

Mr. Arnold, with his lady who is a great lover of flowers 
and plants, has travelled much in England, and on the continent, 
and has visited all the fine public as well as many private gar- 
dens, which exist in France or England. And it is to his good 
taste, in connection with that of Mrs. Arnold, that his grounds 
present such a finished and picturesque appearance. It would 
delight us to see other gentlemen follow the example of Mr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



in JWtt Bedford^ Man. S65 

Arnold; and if it should be in our power to offer, hereafter, 
such plans and views of his residence, as we hope to have 
the pleasure of doing, we shall loQk forward to see the gardens 
of many gentlemen, which are capable of being made equally 
beautiful, but whicii have presented no attractions to the 
visiter, laid out in the same style, and kept up in the same 
finished manner that characterizes every part of Mr. Arnold's 
grounds. We are confident that nothing is wanting to render 
villa residences generally as attractive as Mr. Arnold's, but a 
judicious and tasteful method of arrangement, without any more 
expense than is generally attendant upon planting them in the 
ordinary manner. We shall undoubtedly notice this place at 
an early opportunity. 

Residence of J. H. Rowland^ Esq,^ County street, — County 
street, but a short distance to the south of Mr. Arnold's, 
gradually descends the hill, on to a somewhat level plain, which 
extends to the harbor on the east, and to the south, into the 
yet but slightly cultivated part of the town. Mr. Uowland's 
residence is situated at the commencement of the street and 
on the same side as Mr. Arnold's; the whole grounds have 
been planted within a few years, and every thing yet wear^ 
the aspect of a new place. The garden in front, and to 
the north and south of the house, is devoted mostly to fine 
fruit; and a piece of land, of an acre or more in the rear, 
devoted to fruits, flowers, and vegetables; still farther reaching 
to the unreclaimed land, yet covered with bushes and briers, 
Mr. Howland has an acre or two, which is brought into such a 
state as to reap a very large crop of clover: on the borders of 
this field Mr. Howland intends planting raspberries, &c., and 
for a time will keep the remainder down to grass. 

In the rear garden, which is laid out with a beautiful walk 
around the whole, and cross walks in the centre, there is a good 
variety of pear trees growing very vigorously; several of them 
are old trees, which Mr. Howland has engrafted, and the young 
scions have made excellent wood. Among other practices of 
this kind, which he performs himself, he has adopted budding 
with the terminal eye and a small portion of the branch; the 
bark of the stock has two incisions made similar to the mode 
by budding; the scion is pared down on one side, and the whole 
is then inserted under the bark, and bass matting or yarn appli- 
ed in the usual manner. By this method considerable time is 
gained: the operation may be performed in July, and a strong 
shoot will be made the same season. The borders of the 
walks of this garden are devoted to flowers, and the quarters 



Digitized by 



Google 



366 M)Us on Gardens and Gardening. 

to trees and vegetables. On the west wall, Isabella grapes 
are planted, which were bearing a profusion of fruit. 

In front of the house, the whole ground, which was in turf un- 
til the present year, and planted with trees, has been broken 
up. Mr. Howland, having found it too much labor to dig an- 
nually around the trunks, and manure them properly; and the 
trees having been rather thickly planted, the turf was so cut up 
that its beauty for that object was lost; the soil was, conse- 
quently, in a rough state from late turning up, but another sea- 
son it will have the aspect of a cultivated garden. Mr. How- 
land does not aim at any thing very showy; but he has a choice 
collection of fruits, which he manages almost entirely with his 
own hands, and among them are included many of our most es- 
teemed sorts. When it is taken into consideration, how«hort a 
period has elapsed since the spot where Mr. Howland resides 
was an uncultivated field, (only four years,) he is entitled to 
much credit for his labors. 

Hazlewood^ Joseph Congdon^ Esq. — This is the name of a 
place which Mr. Congdon has selected for a country residence: 
It is nearly two miles from the centre of the town, and is said 
to be a delightful spot. We had the pleasure of calling oti Mr. 
Congdon, at his present residence, and unfortunately he was 
absent at Hazlewood, directing improvements which he is now 
making, preparatory to erecting his house. Had our time not 
been so limited, we should have visited the place; but we shall 
have, undoubtedly, more to interest us and our readers, when 
he shall have erected his house, and completed some of his in- 
tended plans, than if we had described it in its now almost wild 
and natural state. We merely mention it now, as Mr. Cong- 
don is a gentleman of taste, and we have no hesitation in say- 
ing he will make Hazlewood one of the finest residences in the 
country. 

The gardens of several other gentlemen are well deserving 
a notice in our pages; but from the reason we have once or 
twice named, and not having an acquaintance with the proprie- 
tors, we are not enabled to give any account of them at the 
present time. As New Bedford now lies within two or three 
hours' ride of the city, and over one of the best rail-roads in 
the country, affording a delightful trip in the summer season, 
we shall, at an early opportunity, revisit this place, and extend 
our remarks to every garden worthy of notice. 
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Art. II. On the Cultivation of the Black Mulberry. By 
J. W. Russell, Superinteadent at Mount Auburn, Cam- 
bridge. 

The Black Mulberry tree, Tvhich is commonly met with 
throughout England, in the pleasure-grounds and parks of the 
opulent, is much esteemed for its delicate fruit. I have seen 
but few trees of this variety under cultivation in this country, 
and the only reason that I can account for its not being more 
generally grown is, that the fruit is not so well known or ap- 
preciated as it is in most parts of Europe. 

Mulberries that are raised from seed, have frequently male 
flowers, therefore produce no fruit: these should never be 
chosen for fruit-bearing trees. The only sure way of raising 
mulberries is from cuttings of the f6rmer yearns shoots, having 
one joint of the two years' old wood. Plant them out as soon 
as the frost leaves the ground in the spring, in rows one foot 
apart, and at the distance of two inches in the rows, leaving 
only two buds above the ground; cover the ground with dung 
or leaves between the rows, to keep it moist, and the plants will 
need but little watering. 

Plant the trees in grass orchards and pleasure-grounds, in 
preference to a garden that is annually cultivated. The finest 
of the fruit, when ripe, drops off, and if it falls on dug ground 
will be so much damaged, as to be unfit for use, as the earth 
will so adhere to the fruit, as to render the cleaning of it im- 
practicable. 

But if planted as before advised, the fruit can be picked up 
without receiving any injury. As the fruit is produced on the 
young or last year's wood, cut out only such branches as cross 
each other, and that are decayed or broken by accident. If, 
however, the tree should become crowded with wood, it will 
be necessary to thin it out in a regular manner, as the fruit will 
be larger and of better flavor where the trees are kept thin of 
wood. J. w. Russell. 

Mount JIubumj Cambridge, Sept. 1840. 

The above remarks by Mr. Russell, upon the cultivation of 
the black mulberry, are deserving of attentioti. Its fruit is 
much esteemed in Great Britain, anii it has been cultivated in 
most all gardens of any great extent. 

The black mulberry is one of the oldest fruits of which we 
have any record; it is mentioned in the Bible. It is a native 
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of Persia, where it now grows in great abundance) but tbe pe- 
riod of its introduction into Europe is unknown. 

In England the fruit is eaten at the dessert; it is also an 
agreeable sweetmeat, but is not generally made use of for that 
purpose. A syrup is sometimes made of the fruit, which is 
considered excellent for sore throats, (DuhameL) Besides 
these uses, all kinds of pouhry eat the fruit with avidity. 

The black mulberry may be introduced into cultivation to 
considerable advantage. In the place of many of the vari- 
eties of forest trees, which are planted either for mere or- 
naroent or for shade, and which possess no qualities as bearing 
eatable fruits, or leaves of any value, might be planted the black 
mulberry. It is a moderately sized, round-headed tree, of slow 
growth, late in putting out its leaves, but one of the first to ri- 
pen its fruit. The foliage is of a bright green, and, unlike al- 
most every other tree, is never injured by insects; the leaves 
remaining clean and perfect until they fall from the tree after 
the early frosts of autumn. As shade trees, and for belts to 
plantations, and even in extensive grounds for ornament alone, 
the black mulberry may therefore be planted, and the quantity 
of agreeable fruit that it would annually produce, would form 
an item of no small amount. 

Other kinds of mulberries produce fruit; but the black, 
from the richness of its color, hardiness of the tree, and 
other qualities, render it the roost desirable. The Jlfdrus 
multicaulis produces an excellent fruit; but as the trees, in the 
climate around Boston, lose most all of their smaller branches 
during the severity of the winters, unless they are protect- 
ed, and most of their new wood retained, they will not pro- 
duce fruit. But, as this tree is so valuable for another pur- 
pose, it will be cultivated for its abundant foliage, as food for 
the silk-worm, while the black mulberry will enrich our tables 
with its excellent fruit. — Ed. 



Art. III. On grafting the Jlcatia. By the Editor. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Gardentr^i Magazine, in the 
August No., States that he has had good success in grafting 
the acacia. Struck with the sickly and puny appearance of 
many of the fine species, as the vestita, difiijisa, cyclops, pu- 
b^sceos, pulcb^la, &c., when growing upon their own roots^ 
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the idea was suggested to him of grafting them on strong 
stocks of A. affi^is, this being the most rapid growing, as well 
as hardier than any other species: he states that he has known 
the latter to grow, out of doors, (from, seed,) to the height of 
seventeen or twenty feet in three years! 

His method of grafting is thus detailed: — By choosing a 
strong stock, and planting it out of doors in the early part of 
May, and then, as soon as it had taken root, grafting it, cut- 
ting it down to within a few eyes of each graft; or, if it can 
be conveniently done, inarching it, a fine tree would be form- 
ed iti a very short time. 

The scions may be put in of almost any size, even a large 
plant. Smaller plants may be grafted or inarched either in 
the stove or green-house. The plants that are grafted out 
of doors he recommends to be potted in autumn, in order to 
give them a little protection in winter; again planting them 
out in spring: and by continuing this system for two or three 
years, the grafts will become fairly established, when they may 
be left out all winter, with a good covering of mats in frosty 
weather. 

This plan we would recommend to our amateur gardeners 
and nurserymen: one great objection to the «ZIckcia, particular- 
ly the dealb&ta, loph&ntha, decurrens, &c., in the green- 
house, though splendid objects, is their rapid growth and large 
size: they cannot be kept within reasonable bounds: on the 
contrary, the pub6scens, vestita, and some others, grow so 
slender and weak, that they can scarcely be considered as any 
ornament to a collection; but by grafting the latter on low 
stocks of the former, a healthy growth would be produc- 
ed, and such plants would be numbered among the roost inter- 
esting, in a good collection. Indeed, nothing can be more 
exquisite than some of the acacias, with their penddlous 
branches and tiny foliage, completely covered, some with their 
globular, and others with their plume-like, golden blossoms, 
and breathing a delicious odor. 

What would be more lovely than a plant of the «ZI. pub6s- 
cens, grafted on a stock four feet high, its slender branches 
and delicately minute and pinnate foliage laden with its yellow 
flowers.^ Adopting this plan of grafting, will give the ^c&cia 
a claim upon the amateur cultivator, who possesses a small but 
rich collection, second to but few other plants. We hope 
that some of our amateur readers will try the plan, and give us 
an account of their success. The A. lophantha would make 
a good stock, and, as it may be so easily and abundantly rais- 
ed from seed, it can be readily procured. 
VOL. VI. — NO. X. 47 
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Art. IV. Notices of neu> and beautiful Plants figured in 
the London Floricultural and Botanical Magazines; with 
Remarks on the Cultivation of many of the species, and some 
Account of those which it would be desirable to introduce into 
our Gardens. 

Edwards^ s Botanical Register, or Ornamental Flower Garden 
and Shrubbery. Each number containing from six to eight 
plates, with additional miscellaneous information, relative to 
new Plants. In monthly numbers; Ss, plain, Ss. 6d. color- 
ed. 

Paxton^s Magazine of Botany, and Register of Flowering Plants. 
Each number containing four colored plates. Monthly. 2s, 6(i, 
each. Edited by J. Paxton, gardener to the Duke of Devon- 
shire. 

I%e Gardener^s Gazette, and Weekly Journal of Science and 
Literature. Weekly; price Sd. each. 

Floricultural Intelligence. Mw variegated FucJisiSi. — In the 
September number of LoudonU Magazine we find an adver* 
tiseraent of a new variegated fuchsia. The variety which has 
thus sported is the F. Thomsonta. The leaves are stated to 
be ^'completely edged with white, and occasionally blotched." 
Mr. Appleby, the raiser of the variety, has grown it two sea- 
sons, and has proved that its variegated leaves will continue 
permanent. The appearance of the plant is very striking, half 
of every leaf being white, and not having a tendency to grow 
green. The plants are offered at lOs. 6d. each. 

Fine new Pelargoniums. — The taste for this beautifulplant 
still continues to increase, and the zeal of cultivators to pro- 
duce new sorts has by no means abated. The catalogues of 
the greatest geranium growers around London are filled with 
new and high priced plants, raised within a few years: like 
the dahlia, every season brings forward a great many new ones, 
but, like that flower, many of them are never sought after more 
than one season, and are soon lost among the multitude of old 
and inferior sorts. 

We notice in the swxie Magazine^ which we have just named, 
that five new seedling varieties are advertised: they are stated 
to have gained the silver Banksian medal, at the monthly show 
of the London Horticultural Society, at their garden at Cbis- 
wick, on the 13th of June, and the whole five are now offered 
at ten guineas, to be sent out in April next, (1841.) They 
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were raised by Mr. A. Pontey, Plymouth Nursery. The 
names and descriptions of the varieties are as follows: — 

Pontey's Blushing Maid. — Avery delicate blush ground, 
with fine crimson spot; a bright vermilion flame to the edges 
of the upper petals. A truly striking first-rate variety, with 
large showy trusses. 

Pontey's Rival. — Dark rose ground, large, and of fine form; 
the upper petals covered with a beautiful crimson slab or splash. 
Altogether a first-rate variety. 

Lyne's Peri of the West. — A beautiful blush, having a pretty 
light centre, and very dark splash, shaded ofi* with scarlet, and 
covering nearly the whole of the upper petals; form and habit 
excellent. 

Lyne's Picta Perfecta. — This flower is a deep peach-color- 
ed pink, the centre light, with a decided dark spot in the upper 
petals; the form and habit are very superior, and the ground 
color is remarkably vivid and striking. 

Lyne's Queen of England. — A very delicate pink flower, 
with a beautiful pure white centre, reaching half way down the 
under petals, and breaking suddenly off, so as to be quite dis- 
tinct from the ground color; the upper petals are partially cov- 
ered by a splendid black splash, which shades gracefully off 
into the ground color; shape and growth very good. 

Ldtus jacobx"u8 is one of the prettiest annuals lately intro- 
duced. Its neat and slender foliage, and very dark papiliona- 
ceous blossoms, in clusters of three or more, render it one of 
the greatest treasures of a select flower garden. To have it in 
perfection, however, the seeds should be sown in a pot in a hot- 
bed, and the plants afterwards potted off, and about the first of 
June turned out into the border in a warm situation, where it 
will display an abundance of its almost black velvety flowers, 
till late in autumn. — Id. 

Verbenas. — Our correspondent, Mr. F. Briell, of Newark, 
N. J., has raised a great variety of new seedling verbenas, 
among which are two or three of great splendor. The finest 
one is, we believe, of the sparkling brilliancy of the old cham- 
8edrif6Ka, but the umbel of blossoms is much greater, the indi- 
vidual florets also larger, the habit robust and good, and the 
variety, as a whole, is said to be as fine a one as has been 
raised. 

It gives us pleasure to see a plant to which we ourselves 
are so much attached, attracting the attention of cultivators 
generally. New varieties crowd upon us so fast, that we have 
barely time to notice a fine one before we hear of another still 
finer, and the production of beautiful ones is confined to no 
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particular spot. The vicinity of Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York, and Boston, have each produced seedlings of such 
merit as to almost eradicate some of the oldest and poorest, 
to make room for those of more recent date and of greater 
brilliancy. — Ed. 

Splendid specimen of the Coxcomb. — Mr. James Sheridan, 
gardener to Col. A. H. Waters, of Millbury, Mass., has sent 
us one of the largest and finest specimens of the coxcomb that 
we have ever seen. It is very handsome in its form, nearly 
round, and with a very regular and even surface. The color 
IS of the richest and deepest velvety crimson, and the speci* 
men as densely compact as it is possible for it to grow; it 
measures upwards of thirty inches in circumference. With it 
we received the following note from Mr. Sheridan: — 

^'Sir — I send you a specimen of that fine annual the coxcomb, 
which, in truth, appears to me, when grown to perfection, to be 
the king, if not the queen, of annuals. The manner in which I 
raised it is very simple, and within the means of almost any 
lover of good flowers, viz: — The seeds were sown in a cu- 
cumber frame about the first of April, and when the plants 
were an inch high they were potted off into small pots; as soon 
as the pots were full of roots they were again shifted, and the 
same operation repeated as often as the pots were full of roots, 
until the first of July, when I turned them out of the pots, and 
planted them in the border in front of the green-house. — / have 
the honor to ie, 4^c., James Sheridan^ gardener to Col. Jl, H* 
Waters^ Millbury y Mass. " 

Mr. Sheridan has been very successful in his cultivation of 
the coxcomb. Last season he sent two fine specimens to the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society's annual exhibition, but 
neither of them would compare with the one we have received 
from him, which is now before us. The coxcomb, ordinari- 
ly, is rather a mean flower, but when well grown, and in per- 
fection, it is indeed one of the most showy annuals of which 
our gardens can boast. The late Mr. Knight, President of 
the London Horticultural Society, has detailed his manner of 
cultivating the coxcomb in the Horticultural Society^s TranS' 
actions; but though attended with considerable nicety, and 
withall approaching towards quackery, he was not able to pro- 
duce a much larger specimen than has been grown by Mr. 
Sheridan, under only common attention. We shall be glad to 
hear from Mr. Sheridan on the cultivation of any other plants. 
—Ed. 
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REVIEWS. 

Art. I. Third Report of the Jigriculture of Massachusetts^ 
on Wheat and SiUc. By Henrt Colman, Commissioner 
for the Agricultural Survey of the State. 8fo., 252 pages. 

The third report of the agriculture of Massachusetts appear- 
ed some time since, but we have not been able to find room 
for a notice of it, until the present moment. It is a more 
lengthy report than either of those which have preceded it, and, 
unlike those, does not contain the agricultural statistics of any 
particular county, but is devoted exclusively to the important 
subjects of the growth of wheat, and the manufacture of silk, 
throughout the State. 

The cultivation of wheat has been but little attended to in 
Massachusetts. An opinion has been too generally entertain- 
ed among agriculturists, that our land was not suitable to raise 
it to advantage, and that the superior fertility of the soil in 
New York and the West would produce so much larger crops 
with less n)anure and less labor, that they have almost given up 
its cultivation. With this state of feeling, the Legislature, in 
1838, through the agricultural committee of the House, re* 
ported, that it was the policy of the State to award a bounty on 
the production of wheat, with a view to encourage its cuhiva- 
tion: an act for this object was eventually passed, and the result 
we have in the report before us. 

The growth of the mulberry tree, and the production of silk, 
has been a question which has agitated the agricultural commu- 
nity for the past few years; information has been sought after, 
and many individuals have entered into the cultivation of the 
tree, and commenced feeding the worms. With the increase in 
price of the Mdrus multicaulis, the desire to procure information 
relative to the production of silk, became greater and greater. 
Books and pamphlets were written, and periodicals devoted to 
that one subject published; but with the fall in prices of the 
same tree, which took place last season, the interest previously 
manifested began to abate, and now the subject, though receiv* 
ing the careful attention of some, has, as a general thing, lost a 
great portion of its interest: it was at the time that the Mdrus 
muhicaiilis was commanding a high price, and the public were 
seeking for information on the subject of the mulberry and silk, 
that Mr. Colman's report was commenced; and though, as we 
have remarked, there is but little call for the information which 
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it contains, compared with the eager desire a year since, yet 
the report is none the less valuable to the farmer. 

Both the report on wheat and on silk exhibit considerable in- 
dustry in the drawing up of all the details. Each subject is com- 
pletely discussed, and nothing which would be of any benefit to 
the farmer has been omitted. In the report on the mulberry, 
every variety of the tree which has been introduced into the 
country has been noticed, and the peculiar qualities which have 
been attributed to each; and the report concludes with a table 
exhibiting the new system of rearing silk-worms of M . Camille 
Beauvais, which has lately attracted so much attention in 
France. 

The report commences with a schedule of all the wheat re- 
turns for the bounty, offered by the State, in 1838-39. This 
report is set down by counties. Every town which made any 
return is named — the aggregate quantity of bushels of wheat 
raised — the number of acres sown — and remarks upon the sea- 
son, loss of crop, and other information, are added. From 
this schedule it appears that the number of individual claimants 
for the bounty exceeded three thousand six hundred: the 
amount of bushels of wheat, on which a bounty has been paid, 
is more than one hundred and eight thousand, and the sum 
paid by the State, the first year of the law, nine thousand two 
hundred and eighty dollars and fourteen cents. 

The commissioner prefaces his report upon wheat with his 
views upon the subject of the production of this important crop 
for the supply of this State, and enters into a discussion of the 
question, both as regards its moral and economical consideration; 
and we accord fully in the opinion of the author, that, with the 
climate and soil of Massachusetts, she should not be dependent 
on any other State for her bread. We cannot admit that we 
should give up the production of wheat, because our lands are 
less fertile than the rich prairies of the West, and turn our atten- 
tion more to mechanics and manufactures, contented in supply- 
ing the products of the workshop to those who, in return, fur- 
nish us with the necessary comforts of life. This should not 
be — the land should be tilled, and, with good tillage, it can be 
rendered doubly fertile, and an ample crop secured, sufficient 
to give to the cultivator a reasonable profit, and ^i the same 
time* enable him to supply the wants of the State with its own 
products. We are so pleased with the author's remarks, that 
we are induced to make a few extracts. 

The importance of the wheat crop to Massachusetts is very great. 
It is not necessary to go into any statistical returns of the number of 
pounds or barrels of wheat or wheat flour, which are brought from 
abroad, and annually consumed in the State. Every one must per- 
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ceive that the amount is enormous, since the consumption is univer* 
sal, and the quantity produced in the State can do little towards sup- 
plyine the demand, rublic manners in this matter have undergone a 
considerable change within the last quarter of a century. Bread, 
made of rye and Indian meal, was then always to be found upon the 
tables in the country, and, in parts of the State, was almost exclusive- 
ly used. Wheat nour was then comparatively a luxury. Now, 
brown bread, as it is termed, is almost banished from use. No farm- 
er gets along without his superfine flour, his bolted wheat: and the 
poorest family are not satisfied, and will not be satisfied, without 
their wheat or flour bread. This general change in the habits of the 
people was nearly contemporaneous with the completion of the great 
Western Canal m New York, by which the abundant products of 
those rich wheat districts of country, which the canal opened, became 
accessible; and the supplies of their finest wheat and wheaten flour 
were brought directly to our doors, and carried, at the expense of a 
heavy freight, into every part of the interior of New England, 
even to distances of more than a hundred miles from the sea shore. 
The brands of the Rochester mills are almost as familiarly known on 
the upper waters of the Connecticut, as on the Hudson; and are found 
as constantly in the gorge of the White Mountains and the valleys of 
Vermont, as in the stores of New York and Albany. Indeed, wheat 
flour has become among us as much an article of first necessity as 
meat and clothing, and therefoft, on grounds of sound political econ- 
omy , it is matter of the highest consideration to supply, if practica- 
ble, our own wants. 

This position has been strongly coUtroyerted. It has been main- 
tained, that, instead of attempting to raise wheat, it would be better 
to apply ourselves to some branch of mechanical or manufacturing 
industry, which would give us the means of purchasing our bread 
from countries, whose climate and soil are more congenial than our 
own to its production. There is some plausibility, and a measure of 
truth in this position; but it cannot be admitted without material 
qualifications. The true prosperity either of an individual, a family, 
or a larger community, is not to be measured by any standard of dol- 
lars and cents. We know to what a great extent an opposite opinion 
has prevailed among us, and how disastrous its influence has proved 
upon our habits and morals. Severe experience, it is hoped, will dis- 
abuse us of this error; and we shall presently come to understand 
truths long since established, and which are of the highest practical 
moment, that the money which is not industriously earnt is seldom 
wisely expended; and that the real prosperity of individuals and na- 
tions is not in the accumulation of mere weklth, but in those habits of 
industry, frugality, and self dependence, which spring from the ne- 
cessity of labor and enterprise; and such a struggle with obstacles and 
difficulties, as will awaken, strengthen, and expand all our physical 
and intellectual energies. Temperance and frugality likewise lie at 
the foundation of all substantial prosperity; and neither the happiness 
nor the morals of men are safe, but where there exists an imperious 
necessity for the exercise of these virtues. Under such circumstances, 
it is clearly a principle of cardinal importatice, in private and public 
economy, that individuals and communities should, as far as possible, 
depend upon themselves for the supply of their own wants; should 
seldom go abroad for that which they can produce without loss at 
home; and, in respect to matters of primary necessity, should endeav- 
Ofi though it might seem at first to be attended with a pecuniary loss. 
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to create resources within themselves, rather than live in habits of 
dependence on others. 

If we look at families, we shall find that those are, in truth, most 
prosperous, who re]y most upon their own exertions, enterprise, and 
skill. While it often happens that persons possessed of large estates, 
which have come to them by inheritance, accident, or some fortunate 
speculation, and who, because they have never known the necessity, 
have never formed the habits of labor, in the inevitable vicissitudes of 
human affairs, are wrecked and reduced to a condition of dependence 
and beggary, the former have known neither want nor fear. Rich in 
habits of labor, temperance and frugality, of which, without their 
consent, no one can deprive them, they have ro<le out in safety the 
severest storms. 

These principles, though they may seem remote, have a direct con- 
nection wirh the subject under consideration. The moral welfare of 
a community is always advanced by the necessity and the habits of 
self-dependence. As an agricultural community, especially, the peo* 
pie should, as far as possible, produce every article of first necessity, 
which they require for consumption. There may be products utter- 
ly unsuited to their soil and climate. It would be folly, where it is 
hopeless, to contend against nature. But in all cases, and always, 
where there is no obstacle absolutely insurmountable to persevenng 
labor, success is always a moral gain^ 

In a pecuniary view, however, there can be no doubt that Massa- 
chusetts would find her account in producing her own bread from her 
own soil. Vast amounts of money are now sent out of the State for 
bread. This capital, applied to the cultivation and improvement of 
her soil, would immensely increase its productiveness. Mechanical 
labor, in general, terminates in the article produced. Labor, judi- 
ciously and liberally applied to agriculture, produces not merely the 
immediate and particular crop which is sought after, but has a cumu- 
lative influence in preparing the same land for other and larger pro- 
ducts. The value of the land thus cultivated, is often doubled, quad- 
rupled, and increased tenfold, by being thus rendered more produc- 
tive. 

It must be considered, likewise, that where a community depends 
upon exchange or barter, for the supply of its primary wants, as, for 
example, where it exchanges its manufactured articles, or the cash 
proceeds of these articles, for bread, this bread must be subjected to 
the charges of freight and commercial commissions, and to the sup- 
port of a class of men, whose whole business consists ih the transfer and 
exchange of these commodities. Now, without derogating at all from 
the respectability of this class of our fellow-citizens as a class, and 
from the usefulness and necessity of their agency, to a certain degree, 
wherever trade exists, yet it is plain that they are not a productive 
class, but that their support is itself a tax upon the labor and industry 
of the country. In an economical view, it is therefore desirable, that 
they should exist in no larger numbers than is necessary to transact 
the indispensable trade of the country; and it will be acknowledged 
that the country has already suffered much from the fact of large and 
disproportionate numbers having been withdrawn from the laborious 
ana productive clatsses in rural life, to engage in the unproductive 
pursuits of trade, far beyond what the commerce or mercantile busi- 
ness of the country require. 

Rural life in New-England, where every man may be a freeholder, 
tends to inspire and encourage an honest pride of character, and a 
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self-respect, which is a strong security to virtue. It is favorable to 
sobriety, industry, and an attnchment to good order and quiet. It is 
exempt from those moral perils which exist in crowded villages; 
which are found in the concealment practicable in populous cities; in 
the indifference to the value of human life which prevails there; and 
especially in the corrupt associations and multiplied crimes and vices, 
which there inevitably abound. It is more favorable to the roanljr 
spirit of liberty, and to the sentiment of a moral and political equali- 
ty, than where the extremes of human condition, enormous wealth 
and abject poverty, power and dependence, luxury and squalidness, 
pride and servility, are, as in cities, brought into constant and imm^ 
diate connection. 

Agriculture, in the view of eveiy sound political economist, is the 
foundation of national wealth. It is not easy to see how trade or for- 
eign commerce, legitimately pursued, contribute in any way to the 
actual increase of the wealth of a country, unless it be in the value of 
the labor employed when an equivalent is obtained from a forei^ 
country for that labor. Agriculture creates wealth, and gathers its 
treasures without injury or diminution, from the exhaustless bounty 
of the Divine Providence in the earth and air. Every agricultural 
production is, therefore, a direct creation of so much additional 
wealth. This, however, is not all. It is not, as in manufactures, 
the mere usin^ up of the raw material, but, under good cultivation, 
the soil itself is put in a condition to become more productive. The 
land is raised in value, iu proportion to the increased income which 
can be obtained from it. Labor, thus applied, may be regarded as a 
sure and permanent investment of a proauctive capital. It is known, 
that, in many parts of the State, under a liberal and judicious husband- 
ry, lands in a measure worthless, or valued at not more than ^ve and 
ten dollars per acre, by improvements, the expense of which the first 
crops oftentimes fully repay, are made to yield an income equal to 
the interest on a capital of one and two hundred dollars per acre, and 
to pay, at the same time, the expenses of keeping them in a produc- 
tive condition. 

In considering the moral influences of agriculture, the conscious- 
ness of independence, resting upon the basis of a conscious ability to 
supply our own wants, is not to be overlooked as a sentiment in the 
highest degree favorable to good morals. This conviction calls out 
the best powers of our physical and intellectual nature. There is a 
rich pleasure, not unmingled with an honest pride, in eating bread 
raised by our own hands.^ There is a duty and a pleasure in encour- 
aging domestic industry, under any and every form. The supplies of 
the products of foreign labor, come to us too often mingled with the 
painful associations of oppressed, defrauded, and unrequited toil. 
The products of our own honest industry and free labor are subject 
to none of these painful abatements. Massachusetts will find the true 
foundation of independence only in rendering her soil productive; as 
far as possible cutting off her reliance upon foreign supplies; and 
abating, or supplying, from her own resources and soil, those wants, 
which render her dependent upon a foreign power, for that which her 
own soil is capable of producing. 

Above all things else, she should determine with honest pride to 
raise what she eats, or else, to eat what she raises. She can produce 
her own wheat. On new lands there is seldom any failure, unless 
one, which proceeds directly from neglect, or from atmospheric influ- 
ences, which no sagacity can foresee or control, and which are pecii- 
VOL. VI. — NO. X. 48 
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liar to no country. To accidents of this nature, all crops are liable. 
Wheat in general is, in all countries, considered a less hardy plant 
than many others; yet I have the settled opinion of at least six intel- 
ligent and practical farmers in the State, that, as far as their experi- 
ence goes, (and it has been the experience in each of these cases of 
nearly a quarter of a century,) wheat with them is as certain as al- 
most any crop which they cultivate. The returns will show, even 
under one of the most unfavorable years which we ever have, that 
many crops yielded twenty and twenty-five, not a few exceeded thirty, 
and some rose to forty bushels per acre. 

The report on silk, which follows that on wheat, is so long, 
that it cannot be expected of us to offer many extracts. 
It commeDces with the history of the silk culture in the 
United States. Following this, the different varieties of mul- 
berry in cultivation are enumerated, with remarks upon each. 
The whole number of varieties thus noticed is eight, and are 
as follows: — 

Black Mulberry. 

White Mulberry. 

Brown Mulberry. 

Alpine Mulberry. 

Perottet Mulberry. 

Morus Expansa Mulberry. 

Canton Mulberry. 

Sharpe's Seedling Mulberry. 

The Canton Mulberry is a valuable kind, and we believe its 
merits are not yet fully appreciated: we have bad some expe- 
rience in the cultivaiion of this variety, and we can state that it is 
one of the most valuable kinds in the country. It is rapid in 
its growth, propagates freely by layers, and has a large and 
substantial leaf, nearly or quite equal in size to the .Morus mul- 
ticaulis. It is much hardier than the latter, and has endured 
our past winters, without injury to the main stem and roots. 

The following remarks on this variety were furnished by 
our correspondent, Mr. Haggerston, gardener to J. P. Cush- 
ing, Esq. Mr. Cushing, with a commendable zeal, imported 
two thousand seedling trees, out of which only about five hun- 
dred lived. These, after they had been grown one or two 
years, were liberally distributed among nurserymen and others 
ID the vicinity of Boston, and thus the trees have become 
very generally disseminated. 

Many persons are inclined to believe that the Canton is not more 
hardv than the Perottet; Mr. Smith's experience leads to a different 
conclusion. I have also the pleasure to add here the actual experi- 
ence of D. Haggerston, of Watertown, the farm manager of J. P. 
Cushing; and on who^e knowledge and skill in the management of 
these plants as much reliance can be placed as on those of any roan 
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in the country. His testimony, likewise, must be regarded as entire- 
ly disinterested. 

He states, that with him the Perottet mulberry has been killed three 
winters out of five, root and branch, and two winters to the ground. 
The Canton trees on the same lot, with the same exposure, have 
stood the winter, having been killed not below a foot from the ground. 
He adds, likewise, that of some Canton, which were taken up the last 
fall, and the roots only covered, in other respects exposed to the 
weather, all are now (March, 1840,) wholly uninjured. The Canton 
trees which were not covered, have come out better than those which 
had some covering thrown over them, besides having their roots buri- 
ed. Of the trees referred to in the first case, two hundred of the Can- 
ton were \eii exposed, and about twelve of the Perottet. Some of 
the Canton referred to were from seed imported from Canton; the 
remainder were part of the original importation of trees, of which I 
have before spoken. Upon weighing twenty leaves of the Canton 
and twenty of the Perottet, taken as nearly alike as possible, the dif- 
ference in favor of the Canton was nearly an ounce. The Canton is 
as easily propagated as the Perottet, and as a plant nothing can be 
more beautiful. The leaf is large, lustrous, heart-shaped, and serrat- 
ed: it is not pendant like the Perottet, and is not so thickly set on the 
tree as the Broussa. 

Sbarpe's mulberry is another new variety, originated in Coo- 
necticut, Much has been said respecting it in the papers, and 
if there have not been exaggerations, the tree is a most valua- 
ble one to the country. Of its merits we know nothing per- 
sonally, but it is stated to be, by many individuals, all that has 
been said of it. The following account of it we copy from 
the report: — 

Sharpest variety, — I will in this place speak of a variety of the 
mulberry, which promises to afford what is much desired in Massa- 
chusetts; that is, a large leaf, suitable for the feed of the worms, and 
which also will endure the rigors of our winter. This is a tree which 
originated from seed imported from Canton, and planted in Belcher- 
town, Mass., ten years since. The original tree stood by the road 
side. The extraordinary character of the tree attracted the notice of 
Elias Sharpe, of Chaplin, Conn., who, by budding and engrailing, 
has considerably multiplied its product, and it is now designated as 
Sharpe's new variety, it produces a large and heavy leaf, heart- 
shaped — at least those which I have seen — and strong, and is relished 
by the worms. The leaf is nearly of an averaffe size with the Multi- 
caulis. Its growth is most luxuriant, where I have seen it engrafVed 
into the stocks of the white mulberry, many of the upright shoots the 
\nAi autumn measuring from nine to eleven feet, and the side shoots 
six and seven feet in length. This was the growth of the summer. 
The tree, from the testiuMmy of the original proprietors, though 
standing in a most exposed location, has never suffered from the win- 
ter; and within my own knowledge the Inst autumn, after a frost 
which destroyed the Perottet mulberry to the ground, the shoots of 
this tree were uninjured, even at the very points or tips. The speci- 
mens of reeled silk and of cocoons, which have been produced from 
the foliage of this variety, have been excellent. This tree appears to 
be an accidental variety; and, should the expectations which have 
been formed of it be to any considerable degree realized, it will prove 
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an acquisition of the most eminent importance and value to New 
England. It has been propagated hitherto only by budding or en- 
grafting; and the plants which I saw at Chaplin, in Connecticut, had 
been engrafted into stocks of the white mulberry three or four years 
old. 

In concluding the silk report, the commissioner refers to the 
importance of the introduction of the silk manufacture to the 
State. He also speaks of its applicability to various classes, 
and to individuals. He particularly recommends it to the at- 
tention of the clergy, to pauper establishments, to the Shak- 
ers, and to schools; he recommends it as a pursuit which may 
be followed with great advantage to each. 

The following is the concluding paragraph, which is deserv 
ing the attention of every individual: — 

I should do injustice to my own sense of grateful duty, if I did not 
call the attention of my readers to the miracles of Divine Providence 
in this wonderful animal, the silk-worm; at his entrance into life, 
among the smallest of living existences, which come within the cogni- 
zance of our senses; in six weeks, at farthest, completing his work; 
and by his humble and unobtrusive labors, contributing largely to the 
clothing of half mankind, and creating yearly millions and millions of 
wealth. It would be curious to calculate the hands he fills, the 
mouths he feeds, the wheels he sets in motion, the ships he loads, and 
the vast riches to which his annual labors amount. This reads a 
striking lesson to the reflecting mind, on the immense results which 
spring from regular and combined, though minute and often a disdain- 
ed labor. Nor are his changes the less extraordinary or striking to 
the thoughtful mind. Nature is every where full of mysterious trans- 
formations, which show that the power of death has its limits, and 
indicate the wonderful progress of animated existence. Having ac- 
complished his appointed task, he wraps himself in his silken shroud, 
and with him death is only a transient sleep. If \e(t to himself, he 
soon emerges from his tomb, no longer a reptile, but a winged chry- 
salis, to enjoy another existence. In the curious transformations of 
this humble insect, man may see an instructive indication and testi- 
rnony of the progress of being, and a proof that death is not annihila- 
tion. May we, as men, exult In the hopes, gathered from such beau- 
tiful examples in nature, and confirmed by divine revelation, that with 
man, also, death is only the threshold of life; and that for him to burst 
these cearments of the grave, is not like the silk-worm, to pass rapidly 
through another form of being, but to enter upon an immortality. 

The appendix contains a great variety of useful informa- 
tion, relating to farming: our readers will probably think we 
have already devoted too much space to the report to make 
any further extracts. In conclusion, we must record our appro- 
bation of the manner in which the commissioner has executed 
bis task, and we trust the great amount of facts, which he has 
gathered together, will effect a vast improvement in the agricul- 
iire of the Stale, and will particularly lend to introduce more 
generally the cultivation of the mulberry and the production of 
silk, from which the most valuable results will arise. It will de- 
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pend almost entirely upon the zeal of the New England States, 
whether the production of silk shall become a part of the agri- 
culture of the country: they must become the pioneers in this 
great work; and we hope that the good example which they have 
always set, in stepping forward in every useful work, will not 
be lost in so important a branch of domestic industry as the 
manufacture of silk. 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 



Art. I. General Notices, 

Ir^fluenee of various eireumstanees in the growth of Plants in modi' 
Jying their physiological iietion. Extracted from a paper by Dr. 
CbnstisoD, read before the Royal Society of EdiDburgh, Feb. 3, 1840. 
-^'*The author commenced with some remarks on the various causes 
by which the action of plants and of their products on the animal 
body may be modified, and on the ^eat vagueness and uncertainty of 
the mformation at present possessed in regard to the influence of those 
causes which seem to arise in peculiar circumstances of vegetation, 
ittore especially climate, weather, soil, and the progress of vegeta- 
tion. He then stated the sources of information on these points: 
namely, the curative or therapeutic action of drugs on man, their ef- 
fects on the healthy function, both of man and animals, either as 
medicines or as poisons, their sensible qualities, and their chemical 
analysis; and he assigned reasons for discarding the first of these from 
the inquiry, and for trusting, in a great measure, to the criterions de- 
rived from sensible qualities, from the effects of poisons on the lower 
animals, and from chemical analysis. 

"The remaining part of the present paper was confined chiefly to 
the influence of the progress or vegetation on the activity of plants. 
Doubts were thrown, by the results of his investigations, on most of 
the current doctrines on this head; but the present state of the inqui- 
ry did not lead to any general inferences being drawn with confidence. 

*'An extended statement was made upon the influence of the pro- 
ffress of vegetation upon many of the active species of the natural 
family Ranunculacee. It was stated, that in the acrid species of the 
genera Ranunculus, Anemone and Clematis, the acridity, which is 
the same throughout them all in quality, is possessed in nearljr equal 
activity by the leaves, from an early period in the spring until they 
are about to decay; but that it exists in the germens only while they 
are green, and disappears there entirely as the seeds ripen. In the 
acrid species of Aconitum, the acridity of the leaves, on the contrary, 
continues only until the seeds begin to form, and then gradually, but 
quickly, disappears as they ripen, while the seeds acquire precisely 
the same peculiar kind of acridity. The narcotic properties of the 
leaves, however, do not undergo the same singular change, but con- 
tinue undiminished after the seeds are mostly ripe, and probably, in- 
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deed, as long as the leaves theimeWee retain their freshnen. The 
acridity of the genus Helleborus is probably governed by circumstan- 
ces different from any of those already mentioned; but the experi- 
ments already made are insufficient to point out the true rule. In the 
course of these observations many remarks were also made on the 
nature of the acridity possessed by the diflferent species, upon which 
incorrect ideas at present very generally prevail; several material 
corrections were also suggested as to the general opinions respecting 
the influence of heat, desiccation and time upon their acridity; and a 
short allusion was made to the properties of a remarkably crystalline 
principle, which the author discovered in one of the species of ranun- 
culus, and which appeared to him to be the ingredient upon which 
the activity of that genus depends. 

"The author next entered into some details regarding the influence 
of the progress of vegetation on narcotic plants, and commenced with 
the natural family Amygdalese, the leaves of several of which are 
eminently poisonous, m consequence of containing, or producing 
when bruised, a hydrocyanated essential oil. He snowed that this 
oil abounds most in the leaves of the cherry laurel (Cerasus Lauro- 
cerarus,) when they are young and undeveloped; and that it goes on 
diminishing gradually in proportion to their weight, as they increase 
in age and vigor, until the commencement of their second season, 
when the old leaves, though plump and luxuriant, do not contain 
above an eighth or tenth of what they contained in the infant state, or 
of what is contained in the young undeveloped leaves of the same pe- 
riod. This is a complete reversal of the generally admitted law, in 
respect of the formation of volatile oils in leaves. 

'*The consideration of this fact le<i to some statements apon the 
mode and form in which some essential oils and other active princi- 
ples exist in the leaves of plants; and the conclusion was drawn, that 
in all probability many active principles, which are separated from 
plants by simple processes, do not exist ready formed m the leaves; 
but, as in the familiar case of the mustard seed and bitter almond, are 
only developed when the structure of the leaves is broken up, and 
principles of a different kind, secreted in distinct cells, are brought in 
contact with one another or with water. 

"The remaining departments of the investigation were postponed; 
but further observations were promised upon the influence of the 
progress of vegetation on the solanaceous and umbellif^ferous plants, 
and likewise on the effects of soil and climate." 

From the above extract it may be gathered why cattle reject the 
i?untinculus kcris, or common buttercup of the ineadow, while green, 
but do not object to it, but are even said to be fond of it, in a state of 
hay. — Oard, Mag. 

Temperature of Plants, — M. Dutrochet, some years ago, proved 
by experiment that living plants have a proper heat; and other ex- 
periments have recently been made by M. Van Beck, and read to the 
French Academy in January last, confirming the fact. The maxi- 
mum of inherent heat which M. Van Beck found, on September 39th, 
au hour and a quarter after noon, in a young leaf of <S^dum Cotyle- 
don, was about 25^ centigrade, or about something more than half 
a liv^ree of Fahrenheit. In rainy and dull days the heat was not so 
greiLt as when the weather was calm and clear. The following ob- 
SL^rvations are interesting, as tending to show the probable advantages 
of a free circulation of the air among plants; though, as the writer ol>- 
fitit'Vtis, the subject requires to be further examined. 
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'^A sioffular phenomenon, which I have alwajrs observed in the 
course of my experiments, is, that, on suddenly raising the bell-glass, 
which cut off all commumcalion between the air of the apartment 
and that of the plant, the heat of the latter always rose suddenly some 
tenths of a degree. This phenomenon, however, lasted only a few 
minutes; the magnetic needle soon retrograded, passing zero of the 
scale, and showing, by its opposite ami permanent deviation, that the 
living plant had a much lower temperature than the dead leaf, as is 
always the case in the atmosphere. 

"Is this phenomenon to bo ascribed to the instantaneous access of 
the free air to the plant, which, by stimulating its vital functions, 
which were depressed b;^ its having been kept in a less pure air, aug- 
ments at the same time its proper heat, before the counteracting and 
frigorific influence ofre'eitablished evaporation has had time to make 
itielffeltl 

" This I cannot venture to decide; but I hope that other philoso- 
phers and naturalists will engage in these researches, which, if I am 
not deceived, may yet throw light on manv an interesting question in 
vegetable physiology." (Compte Rendtif 4*^., as quoted in Jam. Jour. 
for April, 1840, p. 333.) 

Improving iotU by pulverization. — The fertility of adhesive soik 
becomes greatlv increased by frequently exposing them to the atmos- 
phere, by which means they become so mucn pulverized, as to encour- 
age the growth of the fibres of plants. One cause of the unproductive- 
ness of adhesive soils is, that air cannot penetrate to the seeds or roots 
of plants; preventing the germination of the former, and the future 
well-being of the other. In such cases, the roots of plants can re- 
ceive no advantage from the carbonaceous matter which exists in the 
atmosphere, from the decomposition of animal and vegetable substan- 
ces on the earth's surface. Another cause of unproductiveness is, 
that such soils cannot retain a sufficient quantity of moisture, but are 
saturated upon the surface at onu time, and burnt as hard as a brick 
at another. 

In the former case, the fibres of plants are generally rotted, whilst 
in the latter they are torn in pieces by the cracks in the ground. The 
moisture will neither sink freely, nor rise freely, when the sun has 
eva|)orated the moisture on the surface. Again, in such soils the full 
advantage of manure cannot be realized, as it must be within the 
reach of the atmosphere l>efore those changes can be effected, by 
which alone it can become the nourishment of plants. Hence the 
importance of trenching, ridging, and frequent digging, by which a 
large portion of the soil is exposed to the atmosphere, and rendered 
more friable and open in its texture. These operations may be per* 
formed as soon as the ground is clean. The depth will depend upoo 
the nature of the soil and subsoil : strong soils can scarcely be dug or 
trenched too deep; nor indeed can any soil, unless the subsoil con- 
tains something noxious to vegetation. 

Pulverization ought to go on during the process of vegetation, by 
the free use of the fork or hoe. In summer such operations prevent 
the soil getting dried up, as evaporation proceeds more rapidly from 
a hard surface than a loose one. It is some time before wafer can 
penetrate a hard surface; upon a loose one it sinks to the roots at 
once. The more soil is stirred among crops of any description, the 
more fibres will plants produce, and ibis increase of strength to the 
plants will more than pay the labor, independent of the neat and 
orderly appearance of the drill system among culinary vegetables, it 
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possesses the advantage of enabliog us freely to stir the soil; for this 
purpose I consider a tnree-pronged fork preferable to a hoe, as by us- 
ing the latter the ground gets bard below. Believing pulverization 
to be of great importance for loosening the texture of strong soils, 
enabling the fibres of plants to run in alf directions in search of food, 
imbibing and imparting a sufficiency of moisture, without receiving 
too much, or retaining it too long, and also as tending to eradicate 
deleterious properties m the soil, I should wish to see it more gene- 
rally adopted, and extended ^to the cultivation of many of our field 
crops. — {Gard. Mag,) 



Art. II. Domestic No tiees. 



Cultivation of the Grape and Peach under glass, tsithout artificial 
heat, — I am making some experiments upon the cultivation of the 
grape and peach. You will oblige me, and no doubt many of vour 
subscribers, if you will give your views of the best culture of the 
grape under glass, without artificial heat, and in the open air; also, 
the best method of pruning; also, the peach with its varieties, and 
the soil best adapted to them, and the best method of pruning. — 
Yours, respectfully, J, R. Rhinehmder, Huntington, L, /., Sept. 
1840. [We hope that some of our able correspondents will answer 
Mr. Rbmelander's queries, and give him the Results of their experi- 
ence. Perhaps Mr. Russell or Mr. Haggerston, who have had much 
experience in the cultivation of the grape and peach, can give the de- 
sired information, as they have each had the management of exten- 
sive vineries, both with and withoitt heat. We shall be happy to 
hear from them on the subject. — Ed.] 

Dr. Wray, of Augusta, Ga., whose garden suffered much from the 

Sreat freshet in May last, is now making a delightful country resi- 
ence at the Sand Hills, a few miles out from the city, and is giving 
his attention mostly to fine fruits. — M, Jl, W., Athens, Ga. 

The season in Athens, Ga, — The weather of this year, hitherto, is 
without precedent in the history of Georgia, and vegetation presents 
corresponding anomalies. Not less than six feet of water has fallen 
since the first of April, and only once until last week has there been 
three consecutive days without rain, and often ten with more or less. 
At the time of the ^reat freshet, (flBih May,) not less than eighteen 
inches fell in forty-eight hours, ana twice since about twelve mches 
fell in twenty-four hours; the remainder in what would be called 
genial showers, sometimes pouring steadily all night, but generally 
onlv for a' few hours at a time, and without violent winds. In the 
mam, the whole period might be compared to the best kind of April 
weather. The heat temperate, only twice rising to full ninety de- 
grees, and though unfavorable for some kinds of nuits, yet for mere 
vegetation uncommonly propitiouR. I have grafts set in March, of 
cherries, plums and pears, (some even on quince stocks,) which have 
made a growth of from five to seven feet, and are still going ahead at 
a great rate. Many plants have taken the second growth and again 
flowered, such as the Dwarf almond, WistkrtaConsequ&iwi, Am^rpha 
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fructic6iift, Btrawbernr, Gelseminuni nftidum, Manftlia purpi^rea. M. 
YuUm baa a few buds about to open, and the Japan quince has pot 
been without flowers since last February. It is also loaded with 
fruit in clusters, with long beaks like hazel nuts. Stemb^rgia lOitea, 
which commonly sends up naked flowers in October, sent up both 
leaves and flowers ten days ago. O'xalis B6wiet, which was out all 
winter, flowered finely in the spring, then lay dormant, but lately has 
started again and greatly increased, and presents a most mai^nificent 
dump, with very strong scapes and large flowers. — A[. d. W,^ dih- 
enSyOa.,8ept.^ 1840. 

d white gpeeiei of the ThunbirgitL.— You speak of a white variety 
of Tbunb^rgta alkta. I have a white Thunbergia raised from seeds, 
presented me by Mr. Charles Lawrence, of Salem, who broujj^ht 
them from St. Croix, which seems to be a perfectly distinct species; 
perennial, with quite a different leaf; the petioles not alated at all; 
the flowers also differently shaped, and of a dazzling whiteness; hab- 
it climbing, like the other, but not so vigorous. It is now about six 
feet high, while the other near it is fully ten feet, with its laterals 
scrambling over every thing far and! wide. — Id. 

Dahliai in Otorgia, — The dahlias received from Hovey & Co. 
last spring have answered my most sanguine expectations. Strii^ta 
formosissima deserves all that has been said of \t-^dUtinctly striped 
and picoteed, and, moreover, a free bloomer; one branch, for a freaky 
has only perfectly self-colored flowers, of a fine size and form, and a 
rich crimson. Mrs. Rushton, Contender, and Sir Henry Fletcher 
were and are superb; Qem, very fine: Conqueror of Europe, good, 
but scarcely deserving so great a name; the Star ^^ Buckland, the 
only one among them that was quite worthless, not worth its garden 
room. The seeds of annuals, sent also, succeeded exceedingly well, 
owing to the remarkably favorable season; but few of them, howev* 
er, have ripened any seeds. I have one dahlia, 1 know not what, but 
think it a buff-colored one, received from Thorburn some years ago, 
which measures now eleven feet high, and without the least sign of a 
flower-bud upon it. — Id, 

The Columbian Horticultural Society , Washington, D. C., held its 
annual exhibition on the 39th September. We are promised an ac- 
count of it from our correspondent, J. F. Callan, Esq. — Ed, 

The Middlesex Horticultural Society, Lowell, Mass., held its an- 
nual exhibition on the 10th September, and an account of the flowers 
and fruits exhibited, will appear in the December number. — Id, 

The Annual Exhibition of the Natural History Society, Saiem^ 
Mass., was held on the 24th of September. An account of it will abo 
appear with the above in the December number. — Id. 

Errata. — One or two errors occurred in our last, which should be 
corrected as follows: — P. 338, twelve lines from the bottom, for 
"Gen. Mason" read "Gen. Nelson." The name of our correspond- 
ent. Dr. Gunnell, which in p. 337 and 338 reads *^3. L. Gunnell," 
should be "J. S. Gunnell." In Prof. RusseJPs communication some 
vexing errors nlso occurred, viz: — P. 333, nineteenth line from the 
top, for "milk" read "mink;" and same page, eighth line from the 
bottom, for "Warren" read "Warner;" the same error also occurs 
on p. 335, seventh line from the bottom; p. 335, sixth line from the 
top, for "Grophina" read "Gyroph6ra." 
VOL. VI. — ^NO. X. 49 
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Aht. III. MasMchusetts Horticultural Society, 

August flSld. — Ad adjourned meeting — ^the President in the chair. 
The Recording Secretary being absent, William Oliver, Esq. was 
apoointed Secretary pro tem. 

N. J. Becar, Esq., of NeW York, was admitted a corresponding 
member of the Society. 

Capt. F. W. Macondry was admitted a subscription member. 
Meetmg adjourned. 

Aug. 39M. — An adjourned meeting — ^but there being no business, it 
was dissolved. 

In our last we presented part of the report of this meeting — ^that 
of the flowers exhibited. We now present a report of the fruits. 

Exhibited. Fruits: — From E. M. Richards, Williams's Favorite, 
red Juneating, Summer pearmain apples; also Belle de Beaueare and 
seedling peaches, both handsome specimens. From the President,^ 
Alberge and Gross Mjgnonne peaches (fine,) and large red sweeting 
apple. From S. Downer, Gross Mij^nonne and Coolidge's Favorite 
peaches. From W. Oliver, Gross Mii;nonne and Coolidge's Favor- 
ite peaches. From T. Hittinger, Charlestown, very beautiful necta- 
rines. From Mrs. T. Bigelow, Freestone peaches. 

From R. Manning, Summer Rose, Beurr^ of Mons, Doyenne 
d'Ete and Julienne pears; also, Dominie Diel plums, and Cholomon- 
ski and Duchess of Oldenburgh apples, the latter a beautiful new va- 
riety, which we have previously noticed, (p. 135.) From S. Pond, 
fine specimens of Gushing and Julienne pears, and Isabella, Lombard 
and Smith's Orleans plums. From T. Hastings, very superior Gool- 
idge's Favorite peaches. From J. Fisher, Brookline, pears, name un- 
known. From Mr. Skilton, white Gage plums. From J. L. L. F. 
Warren, rareripe, Teton de Venus, and George lY. peaches; also, 
Imperial Gage (?) and Reine Claude (?) plums. 

Vegetables: — JbTom Mrs. T. Bigelow, mandrakes or striped gourds. 
From J. Hovev, tomatoes. From the President, very fine Lin)a 
beans. From E. M. Richards, large and fine egg plants. From J. A. 
Kenrick, tomatoes. 

Sept. bth. — A stated meeting of the Society was held this dny — ^the 
President in the chair. No business coming before the meeting, it 
was adiourned for one week. 

Exhibited. Flowers: — Bouquets from J. Hovey. Dahlias, from 
J. L. L. F. Warren. 

Sept. 9th, 10th and nth.-^The twelfth annual exhibition of the So- 
ciety vras held on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the 9th, 10th 
and 11th of September, according to previous notice, at the Society's 
room. No. SJ5 Tremont Row. The committee to whom was entrust- 
ed the duty i^f decorathig the room and completing the arrangements, 
executed their task with much taste. 

The Society's room is not large enough, nor sufficiently lofty, to 
make a grand display; and, considering tne limited space, the com- 
mittee completed their arrangements with good effect, and with what 
we think a very decided improvement upon the last exhibition. In 
the centre of the room, over the large oval fruit table, was thrown 
two arches, the bases of which rested npon the two ends and upon 
the middle of the table. These arches were composed of lattice 
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work, fo as to have a light appearance, and were beautifully wreath 
ed with evergreens, roses, splendid dahlias, asters, &c., and pre- 
aented an ■ elecant appearance. The two opposite corners of the 
room, from the entrance door, were fitted up with alcoves, also of 
lattice-work, three in each corner, the middle one in«ach considerably 
larger than the other two. These alcoves were the receptacles 
of some of the most splendid bouquets which ever graced the 
room. They were backed by evergreens, and in front festooned b^ a 
variety of brilliant flowers, which rendered them objects of great in- 
terest, and added much to the coup d^ml which struck the eye upon 
entering the room. The cornices of the room were also beautifully 
festooned, which contributed in no small degree to the display. 

On the tables on each side of the room were arranged collections of 
plants, many of them fine specimens. The ChamieVops hi]kmili8^ with 
Its pendent fan-like foliage — the Sago palm — the thick and fleshy fol- 
iage of the India-rubber tree, (Ficus el&stica,)~the myrtle-like blos- 
soms of the tall and graceful Eugenia—the noble leaf of the Banana, 
intermixed with the grotesque forms of the Clicti,— contributed to 
make up a fine display. On one side of the room the plants formed 
a deep and rich back-ground to the mass of splendid blooms of the 
dahlia which filled the stands the whole lenirth, and the dark foliage, 
contrasting with the rainbow hues of this flower, heightened and set 
off their appearance with great effect. 

The weather, with the exception of a single shower, was delightful 
during the week, and from the ereat numfa«r of strangers who were 
in the city, the room was crowoed with visitors, all of whom teemed 
to be highly gratified with the display. The fruit, which has been 
abundant and handsome this year, was much admired, and the great 
variety of specimens surprised many of the visitors. On the whole, 
we thmk the exhibition was well got up, and the members deserve 
great credit for the promptness with which they rendered their assist- 
ance. 

The Committee of Arrangements dined together, as usual, at the 
Exchange Coffee^House, on Friday, the 11th, and the occasion was 
one of pleasantness and good feeling — all seemed united and animated 
with much zeal in the cause of floriculture and horticulture. 

We had prepared these few remarks, when we accidentally had 
the pleasure of reading part of the official report of Mr. Walker, the 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, and we were so pleas- 
ed with it, that, with his consent, we present it in connection with 
ours:— 

"By a vote of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, it has fallen 
to our lot to prepare a report of the annual exhibition. In the per- 
formance of this duty, if we were to follow >the impulse of our own 
feelings, we should probably say too much in praise of our first love, 
the productions of Flora, and let our imagination run riot in an at- 
' tempt to describe the beauties of the man v fair specimens presented 
for our admiration : but we are reminded by PomotM that ner offer- 
ings have a claim upon our special notice, and we should prove re- 
creant to our trust, were we to omit givinj^, at least, a passing notice 
of some of the fine varieties of fruits which crowded our tables, and 
added so much to the gratificstion of our visitors. There was the 
grape, with its luscious juice, apparently ready to burst the blooming 
covering which contained that *that maketh the heart glad' — the 
Bartlett pear, which seemed to say, *coine taste me and try me, I have 
but few equals, and no superiors'— the Gravenstein apple was a temp- 



Digitized by 



Google 



388 Massachwetts Horticultural Society. 

tation which almost set our injonotioo of Uouch not' at defiance — 
the plums, encircled with imperial purple, and with *fiavor rich beyond 
compare' — peaches, with colors various, and with qualities beyond 
the pale of our description; — all these our readers will perceive, (by 
a reference to the report of the Gh airman of the Fruit Committee,) 
made but a part of the great whole^, 

"Who of all the lovers of F/ora could behold the various specimens 
of flowers, from the gorgeous^ 61ori6sa sup^rba to the humble Fiola 
tricolor, and not have his, or her, better feelings roused into action — 
his thoughts raised to admire — his heart warmed with love, and his 
soul to burn with ecstatic desire to know more of the works of Him, 
who made them all,— -who formed them with graces and tinted them 
with colors so diversified, and scattered them with liberal hand 
wherever man is found? 

"With these few preliminary remarks, we shall now proceed to give 
a detailed account of the exhibition, which commenced on Wednes- 
day, the 9th instant, at noon, and closed on Friday, 11th instant, at 
nine o'clock, P. M. During that period the hall was visited by many 
distinguished strangers from various parts of the Union, who had as- 
sembfed in our city to join the whig convention at Bunker Hill. It 
was gratifying to the Committee of Arrangements to learn from these 
gentlemen, that an increasing interest in the pursuit of horticulture is 
now manifest in various parts of our country.^ We rejoice to know 
this, as we consider that horticulture is like virtue, the more it is 
practised, the more lovely it will appear; and it may be said of it, as 
of virtue, 'its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its p&ths are 
paths of peace.'" 

The following is an account of the plants exhibited: — 

Plants: — From J. P. Cushing, Esq., Lat^nia borbdnica, Phoe^nix 
<fact^llfera, Cycas revoli^ta, ChamceVops hilmilis, Thha viridis. Be- 
gdnta sp., Photinia arbutif61ia, &c. From Messrs. Winship, Eugen- 
ia austr^lis, £rica spi^ria, JBdxus arbor^scens, Begdnia argyrostig- 
ma, Mi]ksa rosacs^a, Ardisia colorilta, ./Sc^iasp., Eriob6tryajap6nica, 
flcus el&stica, Fdchsta coccinea, Eikcomis vittkta, VaU6ta pur))i^i'ea, 
C^reus speciosissimus, Opdntia brasili^nsis, C^reus cyllndricus. Cam- 
panula pyramidklis, Melaleilkca diosmtef^lia, heliotropes, verbenas, 
roses, geraniums, Tradesc&ntta discolor. Fdnkta japdnica, Finca r6- 
sea, Belladonna lily, Amaryllit Josephine (in flower,) and other 
plants, to the number of upwards of forty; also, branches of the 
Shephdrdta argdntea, full of fruit. 

From W. E. Carter, Botanic Garden, Ticoma capdnsis, Magn6lfa 
ffrandifl6ra,CratffiVu8 glabra, Beauf6rtf0 decusj>lita, ifhododdndron ar- 
b6reum, Illicium florid ^niim, Hikea gibb6sa, B6chea falckta, Ladrus 
exedlsa,T&xuschindnsis, Callistdmon saHgna, Lidlris Iatif61ia,yall6ta 
purpi^rea, Nandlna domdstica, Dracfe'na fr^grans, /iibiscus Mdtd" 
Aof,.Eriob6trya japdnica, Melaleucas, daphnes, acacias, fuchsias, eri- 
cas, diosmas, myrtles, petunias, azaleas, &c., in all upwards of 
sixty plants; a Uo, a fine cut specimen of Hedychium Gardnert^mtm. 
From W. Meller, H6ya carn6sa, Fdcbsia tendlla and alobdsa. Cit- 
rus mvrtif61ia, Plumhkgo capdnsis, Didsnia ^ricoides. Gloxinia speci- 
dsa, Eugenia austrklis, Thi^ja orient&lis, Lauristinus, heliotropes, 
&c. 

From Capt. Sumner, Boston, two Chinese plants, remarkable curi- 
osities, and which attracted, and deservedly so, universal attention. 
They illustrated fully the Cbiuese system of gardening, presenting a 
garden in miniature. From J. L. L. F. Warren, variegated holly. 
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common holly, silver-edged Box, Stapdlia sp., Eugdpui auBtrklis, 
Fdchflia gricilis, JKrica concinna, roses, rosemary, &c. &c. 

Cut Flowers :>~From E. H. Derby, Salem, A'raarylh'« BeUadSmuiy 
do. var. I O'xalissp. ? and iVymphee^a odor^ta. From John Lewis Rus- 
sell, a fine bouquet, composed of the following native plants: — LitUris 
acariosa, Genti^na crinita, Nedttia spiralis, and Polygonum articulii- 
tum. A magnificent specimen of 61ori6sa sup^rba, from Madam 
Lowell, Roxbury, attracted great admiration. From S. Walker, 
fine pansies, and specimens of Tigridia conchifl6ra. From W. Ken- 
rick, roses in variety. From D. Haggerston, a collection of several 
yarieties of verbenas. Noisette roses, very fine, from S. R. Johnson. 
A bunch of superb German asters, from Mr. Arnold, Cambridgeport. 
German asters, from Josiah Stickney, Esq. Asters from J. A. Ken- 
rick and S. Sweetser. Verbenas, from J. Breck &. Co. 

From Hovey & Co., a collection of superb verbenas, including tbe 
following twenty species and varieties, many of them new and very 
splendid, viz: — Ferbdna eham»drifdlia, Arranf<lna, Tweedieiina, and 
T. supdrba, Eyrei^a, feucrole^et, incisa, Binneydna, fdlgens, Wales's 
seedling, Winchestdrit, Ruas^Uii, Colcdrdn, P^pper», ign^scens, 
Hirstfti, Richardsdnn, Pow^lln, specidsa and vendsa. Hovey k, Co. 
sent a collection of ten varieties of most superb double balsams, 
viz: rose, purple, scarlet, white, mottled, scarlet spotted, crimson 
spotted, purple spotted, striped, and ruby colored. Messrs. Win- 
skips sent a basket of Passifldra quadrangulliris. 

Dahlias: — From Josiah Stickney, A nsell's Unique, Horsham Ri- 
val, Ingham's Canute, Rienzi, Sulphurea elegans, Essex Rival, 
Clark's Julia, Virgin Queen, Striata formosissima, Stanford's Con- 
tender, Rosa superba. Grand purple, Marshal Soult, Fire-ball, Ne 
Plus Ultra, Elpninstone's Coronation, Corinne, Reliance, Climax, 
Eva, Red Rover, &c. From P. Barnes, Suffolk Hero, Unique, Clio 
Perfects, Quilled Perfection, Coronation, Middlesex Rival, Sunbury 
Hero, Beauty of the North, Conqueror of Europe, Metropolitan Per- 
fection, Striata formosissima. Red Rover, 8lc. &,c. 

From Hovey &. Co., Marshal Soult, Horticulturalist, Striata for- 
mosissima, Horatio, Beauty of the North, Mrs. Rushton, Stone's 
Yellow Perfection, Gen. Washington, Reliance, Mrs. Cox, Red Ro- 
ver, Glory, Reliance, Sulphurea elesrans, Splendissima, Independent. 
Duchess of Richmond, Sir Henry Fletcher, Rosetta, Unique, Lord 
Liverpool, Eva, Quilled Perfection, Princess Victoria, Blandina, &c. 
From J. A. Kenrick, Duchess of Kicbmond, Ne Plus Ultra, Rival 
Yellow, &,c. 

From M. P. Wilder, Mrs. Rushton, Unique, Striata formosissima, 
Ne Plus Ultra, Beauty of the Plain, Red Rover, Ovid, Advancer, 
Henry Fletcher, Castanda, Duchess of Richmond, Eva, Iver Hero, 
Flora Hastings, Contender (Stanford's,) Horticulturalist, Borniy 
Jean, Lewisham Rival, Clio Perfecta, Girling's Heroine, &g. &c. 
From D. Mcintyre, Eva, Premier, Miss Johnson, Duke of Kent, 
Striata formosissima^ Lord Liverpool, Marshal Soult, Bontisholl, 
Suffolk Heroj Mrs. Broadwood^ Countess of Liveqiool, Castanda, 
&c. &c. 

From D. Haggerston, Eva, Beauty of Kingscote, Princess Victoria, 
Striata formosissima, Marshal Soult, Unique, Metropolitan Calypso, 
Angelina, Splendissima, Clio Perfects, Dcnnisii, Red Rover, Lady 
William Powlett, Gen. Wnshin^^ton, Beauty of the North, 8cc. From 
Joseph Breck & Co., Striata formosissima , Angelina, Duchcsn of 
Richmond, Unique, Rival Sussex, Dennisii, GIob<^, Countess of Liv- 
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erpool, Metropolitao Calypso, Paragon, &c. From R. Howe, Miik 
Rushton, DesdemoDa, Dennisii, Madonna, Suffolk Hero, Angelina, 
Red Rover, Countess of Liverpool, &c. 

From S. Walker, Mrs. Rushton, Eva, Marshal Soult, Striata for- 
mosissima, Desdemona, Horsham Rival, Unique, Princess Victoria, 
Ne Plus Ultra, Diana, Victory, Napoleon, Lady Vi^ebster, Lady 
Dartmouth, Lilac Perfection, Sulnhureaelegans, Suffolk Hero, Beau- 
ty of West Riding, &c. From W. E. Carter, Striata formosissiroa, 
Mrs. Rushton, Glory, Quilled Perfection, Countess of Liverpool, Den- 
nisii, Rival Sussex, Unioue, Metropolitan Calypso, &.c. From J. L. 
L. F. Warren, dahlias or several kinds. Dahlias vFere also furnished 
for the wreaths and decorations, b^ most of the cultivators. 

Bona nets :-i--'A superb bouquet, for one of the larjB^e alcoves, was con- 
tributed by Messrs. Hovey & Co. From Messrs. Winsbip, smaller bou- 
quets. From W. £. Carter, bouquets: the two latter filled the smaller 
alcoves in one corner of the room. Mr. Walker contributed the large 
and two smaller ones which filled the three alcoves in the opposite 
corner. Besides these, bouauets were sent by R- Howe, W. Ken- 
rick, John Hovey, W. Meller, J. A. Kenrick, &c. 

Fruits: — ^The exhibition of fruits was remarkably fine, and the va- 
riety of specimens very numerous: the number of contributors did 
not appear to be so large as usual, but a greater assortment was ex- 
hibited, by the more extensive cultivators, than usual. It is alniost im- 
possible to particularize among such a variety of excellent fruit those 
Kinds which appeared to be of the greatest merit; our report will 
ahow the names of the kinds sent by each contributor* Mr. Man- 
ning, iM usual, presented a rreat variety of pears, and among the num- 
ber we noticed several whicn have not fruited previous to the present 
season, in this country, and some of them were taken from trees 
grafted with scions sent to Mr. Manning, by that threat pomologist 
and originator of new pears. Dr. Van Mens, of Belgium. Of the 
qualities of these new fruits Mr Manning will probably send us an 
account in season for our Pomological Notices, in the early part of 
our next volume. Mr. Wilder exhibited a great variety of pears, and 
many of the specimens were Tory large tind fine. Mr. Pond, also, 
made a fine show; some Dix pears among his fruit, were decidedly the 
largest that we have ever seen. E. Phinney, B. V. French, and J. 
M. Ives contributed a great variety. Mr. Haggerston's grapes, as 
usual, were of excellent quality, probably superior to any in the vi- 
cinity of Boston: and Mr. Cowan's peaches and nectarines were of 
surpassing size and beauty. Such a aisplay, we venture to say, could 
not be made any where else in the Union. 

From Mr. Vose, the President of the Society, Napoleon, Petre, 
' Williams's Bon Chretien, Long green, Winter Warden, CUshing, 
King of Wurtemburg, Lewis and Urbaniste pears; Hawtborndean, 
(beautiful,) Lady Haley's Nonsuch, and large red Sweeting apples; 
green Flesh, Cantelope, Minorca, and Nutmeg melons, all very fine 
specimens. From Richard Ward, Roxbury, Williams's Bon Chreti- 
en, Seckel, and Andrews pears; and severai varieties of peaches. 
From T. W. Lamb, Newton, Williams's Bon Chretien pears; and 
several sorts of apples and auinces. 

From R. Manning, the following assortment of pears; — Althorp 
Crasanne, Flemish Beauty, Bon Chretien Turk, Hericart, Jutte or 
Butt, and Wredon; these six were now exhibited for the first time: 
Beurr^ Bosc, Buffum, Beurr^ von Marum, Belle Lucrative, Beurre 
^ronze. Bishop's Thumb, Cushing, Bezi de la Motte, Caliot^ (a fine 
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lar,) Bezi Chaumontel, Beurr^ Duval, Foster's St. Micbaelj FuUon, 

harvard, Bergamotte d' Automne, Goldeo Beurr^ of Bilboa, Hojru- 
enot, Hrcod's Incomparable, Vale^ Franche, Jalousie, King Ed- 
ward, Lone Green, Petre, Pope's Russett, Ronville, King of Wur- 
temburg, Williams's Melting, Surpasse Yirgoulouse, Naumkeag, 
Winter Nelis, Urbaniste, Garnons, green pear of Yair, Fondante 
du Bois, Louis Bon Real, Forme de Delices, Alpha, and Dearborn's 
seedling, in all forty-four varieties; the specimens were very hand- 
some: also thefblloWing apples; — £mperor Alexander, Fall Harvey, 
Gravenstein, Murphy, red Crab, Swaar, Ribstone pippin, Beauty of 
tbe West, and Victorious Rennette- 

From M. P. Wilder, a fine collection of pears, vi2: — Bon Ohr^tien 
Fondante, Williams's Bon Chrdtien, King of Wurtemburg, Beurr^ 
Bronze, Fulton, Easter Beurr^, Dix, Surpasse Yirgoulouse, Louis 
Bonne of Jersey^ Napoleon, Cumberland, Cushing, Prince's St. Ger- 
main, Duchess d'Angoul^me, Heathcot, Urbaniste, Belle et Bonne^ 
Belle Lucrative, Raymond, Rouse Lench, Wilkinson, Secke],Thomp- 
son, Queen Catharine, Garnons, Glout Morceau, Belmont, Blocker's 
'Meadow, Fourcroy, Summer Thorn, Bouvier, Fondante. du Bois» 
Seckel on the quince, Forelle, Whitfield, Beurr^ Diel, Passe Colmar> 
of the first and second crops, the latter on new wood, Chaumontel^ 
Burgomaster, Iron, Catillac, Beurr^ d Aremberg, French* (without 
name,) and the Columbian Yirgoulouse; the specimens of the latter 
were remarkably large and fair, and we doubt not that it will prove 
a most valuable variety; all Mr. Wilder's specimens were handsome, 
and of good size. 

From J. P. Cushing, Esq., by Mr. Haggerston, fine grapes of the 
following varieties:— Black Hamburgh, Black Maroc, White Sweet- 
water, St. Peters, Grizzly Frontignac, Syrian, Black Morocco, white 
Frontignac, and Muscat of Alexandria. From Perrin May, Boston^ 
beautiml brown Beurr^ and Bon Chretien pears. From A. D. Cap- 
en, Dorchester, Seckel pears. From J. Gardener, Dorchester, Gra- 
venstein apples. From Cheever Newhall, Napoleon, St. Michael, 
Wilkinson, Urbaniste, Dix, King of Wurtemburg, Williams's Bon 
Chretien, Blocker's Meadow, Knight's Seedling, ^?) and Harrison 

i?) pears; Porter and Gravenstein apples, and native black grapes, 
'rom Messrs. Winship, Andrews, Kmg of Wurtemburg, and Cfap- 
iaumont pears, and Gravenstein apples. 

From 8* Pond, pears, viz: — Passe Colmar, St. Ghislain,. Napole- 
on, Andrews, Surpasse Yirgoulouse, Dix, (very large,) Julienne, 
Duchess d'Angouleme, Wilkinson, Easter Beurr^ (superior,) Wil- 
liams's Bon Chretien, Beurr6 Diel, and Cushing; also, Semiana (?) 
Lombard, Diamond, and Pond's seedling (?) plums, the whole re- 
markably fine. From J. Heard, VYatertown, fine Broca's Bergamot 
pears. From A. D. Williams, King of Wurtemburg, Chelmsford , 
Andrews, Williams's Bon Chretien, Cushing and Summer Thorn 

Sears; and Porter, Sops of Wine and Lady apples. From S. R. 
ohnson, large clusters of white Frontignac and white Chasselas 
grapes, from the open air. ^ 

From B. Y. French, a large collection of good fruit, particularly of 
apples, as follows: — Mela Carle, Black, Ortley uippm, Monstrous 

?ippin. Yellow Bellflower, High-top sweeting, (yourt Pendu Plat, 
^orter, Garden Royal, Adams's sweeting, Hawthorndean, Garden 
Striped, French Sweet, Fall Sops of Wine, Bourasoe, Sweet green- 
ing, Pomme de Neige, Dutch Uodlin, Templeton Winter Sweet, and 
red and green Winter Sweet — twenty varieties, and the best collso* 
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tion of this noble fruit io the room; also, Passe Colnrar, Chelmsfonly 
Ron villa, Archduke of Austria, Williams's Bon Chretien, Cusbiogy 
Harvard, Beurr^ Von Marum, King's Bon Chretien and Monsieur 
Le Cur^ pears. 

From J. M. Ives, Salem, tbe following pears; — Belle Lucrative, 
Napoleon, Beurr€ Bosc, Kim^ of Wurtemburff, Raymond, Earl^ 
Beurr^ of Prince's Catalogue, Beza Montigny, Williams's Bon Chreti- 
en, Gushing, Washington, and Passe Colmar; also, Swaar, DanveiB 
Winter Sweet, Rambo or Romanite, Wellington, Michael Henry pip- 
pin, Drap d'or, Mela Carle, and Camfield or Newark Sweeting ap- 
ples; Crugar's seedling, blue Imperatrice and Sharp's Emperor plums; 
Skillman's netted and Murray's pine-apple melons. From Mrs. 
Gibbs, Boston, St. Germain, Garnons and St. Michael pears. From 
Gen. Sumner, Brookline, raspberries of the second crop, on new 
wood; also, Broca's Bergamotte, green Muscat, Summer Thorn and 
Heathcot pears. 

From J. A. Kenrick, a variety of good fruit, viz: — Kilham Hill, 
York russett, Hubbardston Nonsuch, Rhode Island greening, Bald- 
win, Cogswell, Dutch Codlin, Rambour Franc, Pumpkm sweet, yellow 
Crab, Porter and High-top sweeting apples; St. Micnael and Andrews 
pears ; Cutter's yellow rareripe, Morrisiana pound, Heath, Van 
Zandt superb, and Wells's freestone peaches ; also watermelons. 
From John Fowle, Roxburv, Williams's Bon Chretien pears. From 
Joseph Balch, Roxbury, Grizzlv Frontignac, Black rrince, Blan- 
quette, French, and a variety of grape, name unknown — all hand* 
8ome and fine clusters. From Jos. Pines, Hanover, N. H., sweet 
baking apples. From William P. Richardson, Salem, Ribstone pip- 
pin apples, and Rousselet de Rheims, Broca's Bergamot, and Seekel 
pears, superior specimens. From S. H. Colton & Co., Worcester, 
seedling peaches and seedling apples. 

From Col. T. H. Perkins, by Mr. Cowan, splendid peaches, i»ecta- < 
rines and grapes, viz: — New Royal George and Urosse Galande 
peaches ; Broomfield and EIruge nectarines; and black Hamburg, 
Muscat of Lunel, Muscat of Alexandria, White Nice, St. Peters, 
Golden Chasselas, and white sweetwater grapes. From Mrs. T. Bige- 
low, Medford, Jacques's rareripe, and two varieties of seedling peach- 
es, very fine; St. Michael and Bon Chretien pears; Monstrous pippin, 
and blue pearmain apples; striped melons and fine large lemons. 
From J. Parkman, Brighton, Duchess d'An^ouUme anif Monsieur 
Le Cur^ pears. From C. Warren, Brighton, ^Villiams's Bon Chreti- 
en pears. From C. Sharpe, Brookline, an Imperial watermelon, 
weighing twenty-two pounds, a very large and superior specimen of 
this most excellent variety. . 

From George Brown, Beverly, a good collection of fruit, viz: — 
Seekel, Williams'^ Bon Chretien, Passe Colmar, Van Mons, Napo- 
leon, Surhmer Thorn, Catillac, Bergamot Nonpareil, and other vari- 
eties of pears, without names; seedling nectarines, called the Harri- 
son; also, Drap d'Or, Brattle white, green sweeting, Siberian crab, 
Holland and Lady apples. From J. Tisher, Brookline, Williams's 
Bon Chretien, Seekel, Andrews, St. Michael, Cuisse, Madam, Wil- 
kinson and Gushing pears. From Dr. Burnett, Southborough, Bur- 
nett pears. From Capt. George Lee, Cambridge, red Calville and 
Ribstone pippin apples; Minorca and Imperial watermelons. From 
£. T. Hastings, Boston, St. Michael pears. 

From £. M. Richards, Porter, Hawthorndean, Walpole, Summer 
pearmain. Fall Sops of Wine, Fail pippin, Marseilles red, red Inge*- 
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trie and yellow Ingestrie apples; also, Cusbinf , Foster, and Harri- 
son pears. From £. Newbury, Brooklyn, Conn., fine 8|>ecimens of 
Jacques's yellow rareripe peaches. From J. J. Low, Roxbury, Glo- 
ria mundi, Ribetone pippin, Bellflower, Mackay sweeting, and blue 
Fearmain apples; also, Andrews, Johonnot, St. Michael, Urbaniste, 
ulton and Sylvange Verte pears. From William Pratt, by Mr. 
McLennan, Andrews pears, and fine specimens of black Hamburg, 
white Fronttgnac, and white Sweetwater grapes. 

From S. Downer, apples and pears, viz: — Dix, Urbaniste, Marie 
Louise, and King of Wurtembarg pears; also, Lyscom, Hawthorn- 
dean, and red and green Sweeting apples. From Geo. Newhall, 
Dorchester, Gushing, Fulton, Belle et Bonne, Seckel, Kingof Wur- 
temburg, Cumberland, Andrews, Dix, Urbaniste, and Williams's 
Bon Chretien pears: also, Hubbardstmi Nonsuch, Bellflower, and 
Pumpkin Sweet and Porter apples. From N. N. Dyer, South Ab- 
ins^ton, Mass., Bourne sweeting, Beam, (very large,). black Bantoe, 
Elijah, and one variety of apple, name unknown. From John 
Hovey, two varieties of peaches, and white Sweetwater grapes from 
the open air. From T. Comstock, Poushkeepsie, N. Y., VirgoulouM 
(?) and St. Michael pears, and spice and Has;loe crab apples. 

From Blias Phinney, Lexington, a large collection of pears, apples, 
peaches nnd grapes, embracing many new and fine varieties — some of 
tiis specimens were very large, fair, and of great beauty. We regret 
that his list has been mislaid, and that we are not able to give an ac- 
count of all the different varieties. 

From S. Walker, Wilkinson, Orange, Belle de Brussels, Berga- 
mot, and one kind of pear without name: also, Coe's golden Drop 
plum. From J. L. L. F. Warren, Porter, monstrous pippin, River^ 
and Crab apples; Urbaniste, Washington, and King of Wurtemburg 
pears; Prince's red rareripe, and seedling peaches ; Sweetwater 
rrapes from the open air; and Imperial watermelons. From F. 
Tudor, Esq., from his garden at Nahnnt, Petit Madam, and Wrnship 
peaches. From Charles Johnson, Weston, Seckel, and King of Wur- 
temburg pears, and Hawthorndean apples. From T. Johnson, Chel- 
sea, Citron melons. 

Vegetables: — The exhibition of vegetables was not so good as last 
season: but few specimens were sent in, owing probably to the early 
day of the exhibition, compared with last year. The following are 
«ll that were exhibited: — 

From E. Phinney, Esq., Lexington, a Harrison squash, weighing 
one hundred and thirty-seven pounds, a large and very superior spe- 
cimen of this valuable tribe; also, a large African squash. From A. 
D. Williams, fine specimens of Autumnal Marrow, and Crookneck 
winter squashes; also, tomatoes and blood beets. From Richard 
Ward, Roxbury, very large Lima beans. 

From Hovey & Co., superior specimens of the new white earrot, 
some of them eighteen inches long. From John Hovey, tomatoes. 
From N. N. Dyer, two ears Brown corn, thirteen inches long, [this 
appeared to us to be the Parker. — Ed,} From Harrison Gray, Rox- 
bury, Spanish tomatoes. From T. Johnson, Chelsea, Canada Crook- 
neck squash, Parching corn, (ripened in ninety-seven days,) and 
Early Canada corn, a good specimen. From J. L. L. F. Warren, 
Seven Years' pumpkin. Autumnal Marrow squash, growth of 18d9| 
Autumnal Marrow squash of this year's crop, and sugar beet. 

Sept, l^th, — An adjourned meeting was held to-day — Mr. Freocby 
the Vice-President, in the chair. 
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A committee of three, consisting of Menrs. S. Walker, S. Pond) 
and G. M. Hovey, were appointed to nominate a list of officers for the 
ensuing year. 

A letter was read by the Corresponding Secretary, from Mr. Vose, 
the President, in which he respectfully declined beinf< a candidate for 
re-election. It was referred to the nominating committee. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the contributors of fruits and flow- 
ers at the annual exhibition, and to the Committee of Arrangements 
and the Chairman, for their labors in getting up the exhibition. 

A motion was made to abolish the article in the constitution, relat- 
ing to the appointment of counsellers. According to one of the bye- 
laws, this must lay over till the next stated meeting. 

A. McLennan and Banks were admitted subscription niem- 

bers of the Society. Adjourned to Sept. 19th. 

Sept. I9th, — An adjourned meeting. No business of importance 
was transacted, and it was adjourned one week, to the 36th. 

Exhibited, Fruits: — From S. Pond, Surpasse Virgoulouse and 
Spanish Bon Chretien pears; also, Lombartl and blue Imperntrice 

ylums. From E. Sharp, Dorchester, large white peaches. From 
. L. L. F. Warren, Porter apples. Princes' red rareripe, and Teton 
de Venus peaches; also, muskmelons, grown from seeds brought from 
Paris in 1838, by Rev. J. Pierpont. From S. Whiting, Dedham, 
Seckel pears. 

A meeting of the dahlia growers of the Society was held this day, 
to make arrangements for the grand dahlia show. It was voted that 
it take place on tho 3Sd and 34th of September, and that Messrs. S. 
Walker, D. Haffgerston, and C, M. Uovey be a Committee of Ar- 
rangements for that purpose. 

Sept. 33(f. — The first Grand Dahlia Show of the Societv for pre- 
miums, took place on Wednesday, the 3dd September. The rooms 
were open to the public on Wednesday, at twelve o'clock, noon, and 
continued open till Saturday, the 36th, at six o'clock, P. M. 

The exhibition was much finer than the most sanguine cultiva- 
tor could have anticipated, and the number of competitors for the 
premiums larger than expected. Nearly three thousand superb blooms 
of the dahlia^ of all colors and shades, were displayed, besides fine 
eollectfons of asters and annuals, both of which were also exhibited 
for the Society's premiums. A variety of bouquets, verbenas, and 
other flowers, were also contributed, which rendered the show much 
more interesting. Messrs. Hovey & Co.* presented a stand of splen- 
did verbenas, and Mr. Walker three 6ne bouquets. German asters, 
from Josiah Stickney, S. Sweetser, J. J. Low, and J. L. L. F. War- 
ren. 

The rules and regulations of the Society, which we have previous- 
ly published, were strictly adhered to on the occasion of this exhibi- 
tion, and we think it will have a greater tendency to spread a correct 
taste for this beautiful flower, than anv exhibition which has ever been 
made. The blooms were shown in classes of six, twelve, and twenty- 
four; besides these^ there was a grand display of specimens not enter- 
ed for premium. 

The principal contributors were Josiah Stickney, M. P. Wilder, 
Hovey & Co., D. Haggerston, J. J. Low, S. Walker, D. Mclntyre, 
Jos. dreck & Co., S. Sweetser, W. £. Carter, J. A. Kenrick, Capt. 
Macondry, W, Kenrick, W. Meller, H. W. Dutton, W. Bacon, J. 
L. L. F.*Warren, P. G. Seabury (New Bedford,) P. Barnes, Messrs. 
Winship, J. T. Buckingham, Rufus Howe, and A. McLennan. 
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The names of the dahlias which obtained the prizes awarded by 
the judges, are as follows : — 

Paemier Prize. 
Best six dissimilar blooms: — Gaines's Primrose, Marshal Soult, 
Suffolk Hero, Dodd's Mary, Rose Superior, and Lady Batburst-— M. 
P. Wilder, a premium of $15. 

Specimen Bloom. 
Best bloom:— Gaines's Primrose — M. P. Wilder, a premium of #&• 
Discretionary premium of $5, to J. J. Low, for Girhng's Castanda. 

DIVISION A. 
Open to dU cultivators of more than two hundred pUnUs, 

CLASS I. 

Best twenty-four dissimilar blooms: — Lady Batburst, Marshal 
Soult, Suffolk Hero, Glory of Plymouth, Hedley's Peuelope, Topaz, 
Castandn, Rival Sussex, Harwood's Defiance, Dodd's Mary, Stan- 
ford's Contender, £va, Ne Plus Ultra, Countess of Liverpool, Glory, 
Ovid, Springfield Rival, Rosetta, Lord Byron. Dennisii, Striata for« 
raosissima, Sir Henry Fletcher, Mrs. Rushton, Yellow Perfection — 
M. P. Wilder, a premium of $8. 

Second best twenty-four dissimilar blooms: — Suffolk Hero, Spring- 
field Major, Lady Dartmouth, Purple Perfection, Countess of Mans- 
field, Warminster Rival, Blandina, Sunbury Hero, Grand Purple, 
Queen of Scots, Maria Edgeworth, Horsham Rival, Sir Henry 
Fletcher, Marshal Soult, Exquisite, Lilac Perfection, Sulphurea ele- 
i;ans, Mrs. Rushton, Triumphant, Striata formosissima, Ived Rover, 
Unique, Rival Sussex, Napoleon — J. J. Low, a premium of $6. 

CLASS I[. 

Best twelve dissimilar blooms: — Lewisham Rival, Castanda, 
Unique, Fire-ball, Virgin Queen, Eva, Striata formosissima. Marshal 
Soult, Clark's Julia, Stanford's Contender, Sulphurea elegans, and 
Essex Rival — Josiah Stickney, a premium of $6. 

Second best twelve dissimilar blooms: — Gen. Washington, Marshal 
Soult, Independent (Widnall's,) Cambridge Hero, Sulphurea ele- 
gans, Zeno, Blandina, Reliance, Royal Standard, Unique, Elphin- 
Btone's Horticulturalist, and Duchess of Richmond — Hovey U Co., a 
premium of $4. 

CLASS III. 

Best six dissimilar blooms: — Beauty of the North, Sufifolk Hero, 
Quilled Perfection, Sulphurea elegans, Dodd's Mary Queen of Scots, 
and Fowler's Queen Victoria — D. Hag^erston, a premium of $4. 

Second best six dissimilar blooms: — Zeno, Unique, Rienzi, Beauty 
of Bedford, Dennisii, and Fowler's Queen Victoria — J. A. Kenrick, a 
premium of $2. 

DIVISION B. 
Open to all eidtivators under two hundred plants. 

CLASS L 

Best twentv-four dissimilar blooms: — Castanda, Hope, Marshal 
Soult, Lady Batburst, Lord Liverpool, Suffolk Hero, Fire-ball, Stri- 
ata formosissima, Madonna, Countess of Liverpool, Mrs. Broadwood, 
Ne Plus Ultra, Sir Robert Peel, Splendissiraa, Clark's Julia, Bow- 
man's Premier, Bontisboll, Eva, Unique, Elliot's Coronation, Rival 
Sussex, Rienzi, Middlesex Riral, and Lord Ingestrie — D. Mclntyre, a 
premium of ^8. 

Second best twenty-four dissimilar blooms: — no prize awarded. 



Digitized by 



Google 



996 Moisachusetts Horticultural Society. 

CLA8S ir. 

Best twelve dissimilar blooms :— Horsham Rival, Sulphurea ele- 
ffans, Princess Victoria, Gem, Eva, Fowler's Queen Victoria, Napo- 
leon, SufTolk Hero, Duchess of Richmond, N'e Plus Ultra, Unique, 
and Bowling Green Rival— S. Walker, a premium of $6. 

Second best twelve dissimilar blooms: — Summum Bon um, Cam- 
bridge Hero, Sesostris, Princess Victoria, Unitjue, Mrs. Rushton, Ma- 
ria Edgeworth, Countess of Mansfii'ld, Rienzi. Striata formosissima. 
Marshal Soult, and Quilled Perfection— S. Sweetser, a premium 

CLASS IIL 

Best six dissimilar blooms: — Hope, Lady Dartmouth, Quilled Per- 
fection, Ne Plus Ultra, Countess of Torrington, and Countess of 
Mansfield— W. Mcller, a premium of $4, 

Second best six dissimilar blooms: — Chandler's Magnificent, Mrs. 
Rushton, Lady Milton, Golden Sovereign, Eva, and Mary Queen of 
Scots— W. E. Carter, a premium of $2. 

No seedling bloom was exhibited for the prize. The second stand 
of twenty-four, in Division B., was set aside for its generally faulty ap- 
pearance. There were fifteen entrances for the best specimen bloom, 
and four for the premier prize. The judges were appointed hf a 
majority of the contributors, and there were a set of judges, consist- 
iog of seven, for each division. 

At the same time the premiums for German asters and annuala 
were awarded as follows: — 

German AsTEKs.— For the best display, to Messrs. Hovey 

& Co., a premium of $5 00 

For the second best display, to J. J. Low, a premium of 8 00 

Akkuals.— For the best display, to J. Breck & Co., a pre- 
mium of 3 00 

For the second best display, to Hovey U Co., a premi- 
um of « 00 

Mesrrs. S. Walker and Bunks were judges. 

On Thur«iday, the a4th, the exhibitors and judges, with a few 
invited guests, dined together at the Exchange Coifee-House. A- 
mong the gentlemen present was Gert. Dearborn, Rev. Mr. Col- 
man, Comtriissioner of the Agricultural Survey, N.J. Becar, Esq. of 
New York, and Mr. Buckingham, of the Courier. The Chairman of 
the Committee of Arrangements presided, assisted by Mr. D. Hag- 
gerston and C. M. Hovey. Upwards of thirty set down to the dinner. 

After the cloth was removed, the Chairman rose and offered the 
following sentiment, which was drank with great applause:— '*The 
founders of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society;— they will be 
held in grateful remembrance, so long as Flora and Pomona shall 
have admirers, and Mount Auburn shall contain its sacred deposits." 

Gen. Dearborn rose and returned thanks to the gentleman for the 
compliment, which he presumed was intended for him; for although 
he saw among those present, some who were among the first found- 
era of the Society, still the allusion made to Mount Auburn he must 
consider as referring to his own humble exertions in selectini^ that 
beautiful spot. We nhall not attempt to follow Mr. Dearborn m the 
eloquefit remarks which he made on this occasion: to all who know 
him, and his deep and intense love of every thing relating to floricuK 
ture and horticulture, it is sufiicient to say that they were such as de- 
lighted and interested every individual present. No man of our ac- 
quaintance is possessed of such a vast fund of information as Gen. 
Dearborn, and few have the power of expressing their ideas so elo- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Massachnsetta Horticultural Society. 397 

quently. He concluded with a sentiment, complimenttDg the London 
Hortieuttunil Society, on the great good which had resulted from the 
establish nnent of that Society, the first in the world. 
^ Mr. C. M. Hovey then rose and offered the following toast: — "Hor- 
ticulture and Agriculture — twin sisters: the former, that more refined 
art, which produces the luxuries of life — the latter, that noble science, 
which contributes to the comforts and necessities of our existence. 
While its interests are looked after with such industry, as they now 
are, under the fostering encouragement of the State, we need not fear 
but that its progress will be on ward. V 

The Rey. Mr. Golman rose in reply. He had, he said, been select- 
ed by the State for the important duty of conducting an agricultural 
survey — his duties were necessarily connected with his commission; 
but in executing his task he had been a careful observer of everything 
relating to horticulture and floriculture: he was himself a great lover 
of flowers. In early life this love had been deeply impressed upon 
bino; and though, by other duties, called away from a participation in 
the pleasing pursuits of the flower garden, every youthful feeling was 
renewed on beholding such a splendid exhibition of the dahlia as was 
made on the occasion which the company were called together to 
celebrate. He concluded with a sentiment. 

The toast was drank with great applause. Mr. Hovey also pro- 
poied the following toasts: — *'The Horticultural Society of Brook- 
fyn, N. Y., — first organized by the exertions, and under the auspices 
of some of the most zealous and wealthy amateurs of Brooklyn, 
whose gardens are perfect models of neatness and cultivated taste — 
Prosperity to its labors in the great cause of Floriculture and Horti- 
culture.*' 

Mr. Becar did not feel himself able to respond to the sentiment a^ 
ter the gentlemen who had addressed the meeting. He proposed 
^'Health and success to the members of the Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Society." 

**The Press — To its ready and ever willing aid, Floriculture and 
Horticulture are greatly indebted for its success. However so much 
local and political questions may divide its interests, science is the 
broad stand upon which they may all equally meet." 

Mr. Buckingham rose and stated that he was not prepared to make 
a speech; he did not indeed know that he should be present till a 
short period before the meetini^. But the sentiment which had been 
just offered would not allow him to remain silent. Mr. Buckingham 
concluded with a toast, which we regret we are unable to give. 

We wish we hud it in our power to present a number of the toasts 
which were offered, but we wer^ too much engaged to allow us to 
take any notes. 

Several addresses were made and many excellent sentiments offered; 
a variety of sonjrs were also sung, which added to the hilarity of the 
occasion: the enjoyments of the evening passed off delightfully, and 
the company separated with the hope that it was but the first of a se- 
ries of meetings which would take place annually. 

For our own part, we think the dahlia exhibition will be attended 
with great benefit to the interests of the Society — it will draw togeth- 
er the various cultivators, and frequent intercourse with each other 
will remove much of the jealousy which too often exists anions ama- 
teurs and gardeners. The influence which the dhhlia show will have 
upon the cultivation of this beautiful plant will be apparent another 
season: the Society, by following the plan of the Metropolitan Socie- 
ty of London, will set the public aright in their opinion respecting a 
good dahlia, and it will not be long before the old and inferior kinds 
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will be banished from our gardens, and rarieties possessing the true 
characteristics of a floweri cultivated. We look forward with pleas- 
ure to another season, assured that the greatest good will arise from 
the establishment of a grand dahlia exhibition. 



Art. IV. Faneuil Hall Market. 



Potatoes, new: 

«»«-». {?:r'S:: 

Sweet, per bushel, 

Turnips: 

CommoD, per bushel,. ... ou — 

Ruta Ba^, per bushel,. . . — — 
Onions: 

New white, per bunch,. .. . 

Red, per bunch, 

Yellow, per bushel,. ..... 

White, per busliel, . . . . i . 

Beets, per bushel, 

Oirrots, per bushel, 

Parsnips, per bushel, 

Shallots, per pound, 

Garlic, per pound, 

Horseradish (pickling,) pr lb. 

Cabbages, Salads, ^c. 

Cabbages, per doxen: 

Savoy,... 

Drumhead 

Red Dutch, 

Brocoli, each, 

Gkuliflowers each, 

Oelery, per root, 

Sweet com, per doz 

Pickles, per hundred 

Mangoes, per dozen 

Peppers,per pound,* 

Purple e^gs, each 

Tomatoes, per half peck,. . . 
Beans, (shelled:) 

Lima, per quart 

Sieva, per quart, 



Squashes and Pumpkins. 



Squashes, per pound: 
Autumnal Marrow, . . 
Winter crook neck,. , 

Pumpkins, each 



From 


To 


»cts. 


9cts. 


1 25 


1 60 


60 


75 


1 00 


— 


GO 


— 


1 00 


1 26 


60 





— 


— 


4 


6 


4 


5 


75 


— 


1 00 
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60 


76 1 


50 


— 


75 


— 


20 
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124 


— 


10 


124 


60 




50 


75 


75 


— 


124 


25 


124 


25 


8 


124 


6 


8 


20 


— 


25 


— 


2 


8 


8 


12 


8 


10 


8 


10 


8 


10 


1 


u 


1 




20 






Pot and Stfesi Herbs, 



Parsley, per half peck, 

Sage, per pound, 

Marjorum, per bunch, 

Savory, per bunch, 

Spearmint, per bunch, 

Fruits. 

Apples, dessert: 

(iiommon, per bushel, .... 

Exu-a, per bushel 

Porter, per bushel, 

Baldwins, per barrel, .... 

Russetts, per barrel, 

Greenings, per barrel .... 

Dried apples, per pound, . 
Pears, per half peck: 

Seckel, 

Fulton, 

Dix, 

Long Green, 

St. Michael, per dozen. . . 

Broca's Bergamot, pr doz. 

Baking, per bushel, 

Peaches: 

Common, per half peck,. . 

Good, per half peck, 

Extra, per dozen, 

Grapes, per pound: 

Black Hamburgh 

White Sweetwater, 

White do. (open air.) 

Isabella 



Nectarines, per half peck,. . 

Berberries, per bushel, 

Watermelons, each,. 

Muskmelons, each: 

Common, 

Extra, 

Cranberries, per bushel,. . . . 

Lemons, per dozen, ..... . 

Oranges, per dozen : 

Sicily, 

Havana, (sweet) . . 

Chestnuts, per quart 



From 

«cts. 

25 

17 

6 

6 

6 



To 

9ctt. 

20 
12 
12 



S7i 60 
75 1 00 



00 
60 
60 
60 
6 
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60 
60 
00 
50 

25 

60 
874 

60 

88 

25 

124 

60 

60 

12i 

6 
10 
00 
12J 

25 
60 
25 



1 60 
1 75 
1 75 

1 75 

7 

76 

76 

62i 

75 

2 00 

87i 
75 

60 

76 
871 



m 

76 
26 

124 

1 60^ 
20 



Remarks. — ^The weather, throughout September, up to this date, 
has been delightful; the temperature has been steady, without sudden 
changes, and, except iu a few low and cold situations, do frost to do 
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any injury has been experienced in the yicinitv of Boston. Occasion- 
al showers have fallen, which have been highly advantageous to the 
turnip and potato crops^ and to the growth of late cabbages, celery, 
&c. 

^ In the early part of the summer it was feared, from the long con- 
tinued drought, that the potato crop would be greatly cut short: early 
ones suffered much; but we believe that, in but few instances, no 
apparent injury has been done to late ones. Had the drought con- 
tinued but a few days longer, they would have been past all recovery; 
but the heavy rains in August brought the vines on so rapidly, that, 
with the continued showers throughout the month, they have produced 
more than an average crop ; the market is, in consequence, now 
well supplied with a prime article, at low rates. Sweet potatoes are 
of very superior size and quality this season, and the stock is kept up 
by constant arrivals. Turnips are now brought in by the bushel, and 
of remarkably fine quality. The crop of onions is more abundant 
than usual, and several lots have arrived from Rhode Island and 
Connecticut; twenty thousand bunches were sold at auction this week. 
Beets and carrots now come in by the bushel, and crops of the latter 
have been very heavy. Parsnips have also come to hand this week. 
Cabbaffes are plentifully supplied: of Drumheads many thousand 
heads nave been brought in, within the last fortnight. Savoys are 
not yet Ailly grown, but fine heads have come to hand. Brocolis are 
of very large size and beautiful appearance this season. Cauliflow- 
ers have been brought in, and of fine size. Sweet corn is yet abun- 
dant. Pickles nearly gone. Peppers nlentiful and cheap. Toma- 
toes in abundance. Celery is remarkably ^ne. The market has not 
been so well supplied with Lima and Sieva beans for several years. 
Squashes are now brought in in large quantities, and Autumnal Mar- 
rows of prime quality, only command our highest nuotations. 

Fruit continues abundant. Apples are yet dull, notwithstanding 
prices for superior Baldwins are so low: Porters, from the lateness 
of the season, are in demand, and prices higher. Pears of first rate 
quality have been well supplied: besides these kinds enumerated, 
many other sorts may be obtained, such as the Urbaniste, King of 
Wurtemburg, &c. Plums are all gone. Peaches are still well sup- 
plied from the vicinity of the city, and with some of very superior 
quality. Forced grapes are plentiful, and prices low: Isabellas are 
brought in in great quantities. Of watermelons and muskmelons a 
good supply. Cucumbers are gone. Cranberries were never more 
abundant; immense quantities have already been brought in, and 
shipped to the south. A few new chestnuts have been received, 
which sell by the quart at quotations. — M. T., Boston, Sept. 9Sth, 
1840. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOR OCTOBER. 



FRUIT DEPARTMBNT. 



Orape vines will now be ripening their wood rapidly. Give as 
abandance of air in all fine weather; pick off all decayed leaves as 
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they fall, and prune off the laterals towards the base of the Tioes, 
when the wood is fully ripe. 

Strawberry beds planted last month, should be kept clear of all 
weeds, and hoed once or twice. Old beds should be cleaned out| die 
ftHeys forked over, &,c. 

Rtupberry vine$ may be planted with success this month. 

Currant and gooBeberry btuJicB may also be planted this month* 

Fruit trees of all kinds may be removed this month with safety. 

FLOWER DEPAKTMEKT. 

Dahlias will need attention this month. As soon as the first frost 
has killed the branches, the roots may be tak^n up, choosing a dry 
day to do so, and not immediately after a rain, as the soil would then 
adhere too closely to the roots. Place them in a dry shed or room 
for a few days, and then remove them to the cellar, where there will 
be no danger of frost, or under the sta^e of the green-house. 

Tulip and hyacinth beds may be planted the latter part of this 
month; but the beds should be well dug over, and prepared early io 
the month. 

Tiger lib/, uihite lily, and other similar hardy bulbs, may be plantr 
ed this month. 

Gladioluses and tuberoses should bo taken up after the first frost. ^ 

Amaryllises and tiger flowers should be also taken up, if there if 
danger of frosL 

Oxalises msLy now be potted for flowering in winter. 

Ixias, sparixis, ^e, may be planted in pots this month. 

Hardy perennial plants may now be removed with safety. 

PtBomes should now be taken up, separated and replanted. 

Chrysanthemums should be carefully watched, ana not be allowed 
to stand out in a very severe frost, or the buds would be injured. 

Camellias will need cleaning, top-dressing, &c., and if convenient, 
and it is desirable to have them look in fine order, the leaves should 
be washed. 

Mignonette^ sown in pots in August, should be very carefully water- 
ed. 

Verbenas that were layered off into pots, in August and September, 
may now be taken up. 

Geraniums will need top-dressing, pruning, 8lc.; all cuttings that 
are well rooted should be potted off. 

Roses, of tender kinds, which have been planted out ia the border, 
should be taken up and potted. 

Ericas, epacrises, ^c, must be carefully looked over, and if they 
need repottmg, they must be attended to. 

Jinnual seeds, such as larkspurs, chryseis, clarkias, coreopsis, &c., 
may be planted in October. 

Petunias, wanted for flowering in winter, should be taken up and 
potted. 

•Amaryllises should be potted this month. 

Double perennial sunflower roots should be taken up and protected 
in the same manner of dahlias. 

Cactuses should now be very slightly watered, except Eptphyllum 
truncatum, which will need occasional supplies, as it will soon be 
flowering. 

Pansies raised from seeds, planted in July or August, should be 
kept clear of weeds, and the soil hoed once or twice. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



Art. I. Some ^otes on Oardens^ and the stale of Horiicfd-' 
turej in Worcester^ Mass. By the Editor. 

We lately had the pleasure of spending a few hours in the 
delightful town of Worcester, situated jn the heart of the 
State, about forty miles from Boston. Though within a few 
years the population of the town has but slightly increased, 
yet it is destined to be one of the most flourishing in the Com* 
monwealth. The Boston and Norwich rail-road and the great 
Western rail-road pass through it; the former already complet- 
ed, and receiving a great portion of the immense travel between 
Boston and New York: the latter is completed yet only as far as 
Spring6eld, but probably, in the course of another year, it will 
be finished as far as Albany, and opened for public travel, and 
will then be a medium of rapid communication between the latter 
ci^ and Boston: these great routes, passing as they do through 
Worcester, and thence intersecting the manufacturing places of 
this State and Connecticut, will be of great benefit to the 
town. The easy and rapid ride from Boston wilt undoubtedly 
render it a place of resort, during the summer season, to those 
who have the leisure, and who delight to breathe the country 
air, in preference to being penned up in the stified atmosphere 
of a thickly populated city. 

Worcester is beautifully situated for elegant summer resi- 
dences. There are many splendid dwellings already, belong- 
ing to the weahhier inhabitants of the town; but beyond its 
immediate vicinity there is scarcely a single residence of 
any note: the natural beauty of the land around the village 
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affords delightful sites for elegant gardens. The whole 
country, as far as the eye can reach, from some of the 
highest points of land, is finely wooded, the surface varied by 
gradual and easy undulations, not in the least broken by rocky 
and abrupt declivities, and partaking of that quiet and rural 
landscape, so rare in the scenery of this part of the country. 
From almost every elevated spot of ground around the town, 
situated as it is in the valley, a fine view is obtained of its hand- 
some dwellings and towering spires, and as the distance re- 
cedes, only the hazy appearance of the atmosphere denotes the 
situation of the village. 

The rail-road to Worcester passes through a delightful and 
generally fertile country, much more so than either of the oth- 
er rail-road routes from the city; through Brighton, Newton, 
Natick, Northborough, Westborough, fcc; and although the 
rapid motion of the cars presents scarcely any enjoyment of the 
scenery to the traveller, yet some of the views are extensive, 
and enough is seen to show at once the fertile region of |h0 
country. 

We recollect of reading, in the last volume of the Garden* 
eH# Magazine^ some remarks on treating the ground on the 
margins of rail-roads, where there were embankments of my 
extent. These remarks we had marked for insertion in wr 
pages, but had forgotten them until the present moqoent, wbeo 
called to our mind as we passed the grounds of the Messry* 
Winship, in Brighton. The road passes immediately througii 
the nursery, dividing it in two parts; but these gentlemen bava 
so arranged the sandy embankments with terraces, plant* 
ed with shrubs, &c., as to render them very ornamenttL 
We only wish that other gentlemen who are able, would tak^ 
the same pride in improving the embankments where they pasi 
through their lands. It might be done at a very slight expenset 
and the interest it would afford to the traveller, as well as pleas* 
lire to the owner to see hb labors appreciated, would well repay 
a few days of extra labor. Such a series of embellishaients, for 
several miles from the city, would render all the rail-road 
routes as interesting as the old public thorough-fares* 

The terraces of the Messrs. Winship are made in the hV 
lowing manner: the distance is from ten to fifteen feet. A 
wall is laid of about four feet; then a grass hanking of from 
three to five more, at an angle of forty-five or fifty de- 
grees; this is the first terrace, and the surface, (about five feet 
wide,) is filled with fine flowering . shrubs aod herbaceom 
plants; another grass banking of five feet more, at the sanMi 
Angle, is thrown up, and the surface prepared and pknied 
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oat with shnibs dud plants. When in the vigor of growth and 
flowering) these terraces have a fine effect, contrasted with 
the barren sand, which happens wherever there is a cut of 
ordinary depth. We have annexed the following engraving, 
representing the same: — 

10 



1 




f n ^,. 



In die section (fig* 10,) a is the raii-road; b is a wall four 
feet high; from this an embankment is made, c, four feet high, 
at an angle of fifty or fifty-five degrees; the surface of this bed, 
which is four or five feet wide, formed by the banking, is cov* 
«red With soil to the depth of eighteen or twenty inohes; an- 
other bank, d, is then thrown up at the same angle as the form- 
er, and a level bed completes the surface; the dotted Moe^ 
fgj is the angle of the embankment as left when the rail-^road 
is completed. A hedge might be planted, as shown io the 
fivLHy on the opposite side of the walk. 

Worcester is said to be one of the most beautiful towns ia 
ibe State: it is one of the oldest, and some of the dwdliogs 
liave an ancient and venerable appearance. The old inhabit- 
ants of tbq town must have had a taste for trees, as there are a 
great number of fine elms and button-woods, of immense siae^ 
Worcester, in this respect, is far in advance of many other 
4owns; not only have these venerable trees been preserv- 
•ed, but there have been shade trees planted by almost every 
occupant of a piece of ground in front of his enclosure^ so tbatt 
the principal streets are already lined with good sized trees. 
The main street, which is very wide, is overshadowed in many 
places by the branches of the elm or the button-wood, planted 
on each side, afifording a cool and shady walk, even in the in- 
tense heat of a summer's sun. Such a general taste for trees we 
could wish to see emulated in every town throughout the State. 

ReHdenee of William Lincoln^ Esq. — On the old Boston 
roadi about half a mile from the centre of the town, is situate! 



Digitized by 



Google 



404 Mtes (m Oardening and Horticulture 

the farm of Mr. Liacoln, an old residence formerly belonging 
to his father. The mansion is a fine building of the old style 
of architecture, generally adopted in the better class of build- 
ings fifty or sixty years since. The grounds are situated on the 
westerly side of the road. From the garden front of the house 
the view embraces a portion of the village, and to the right a 
dense wood intervenes between the farther extent of the grounds 
and the cemetery: the land lies pleasantly to the south-west, and 
is well adapted for a flower, fruit or vegetable garden; but, as 
little or no care has been taken of the place, for five or six 
years, since Mr. Lincoln resided on the premises, every thing 
has been neglected, and it now presented no altractlons other 
than its natural beauties, and its capabilities of being rendered 
one of the most delightful spots in the vicinity of the town. 
Mr. Lincoln, a few years ago, took hold with his own hands to 
improve the place, and the many elegant white pines and other 
trees which have now attained a fine size, show that if he had 
only carried out what he so zealously begun, at this very mo« 
ment it would equal many of the fine residences around Boston. 
But, for some reason, he suddenly gave up the idea of com- 
pleting his improvements, and, since then, not a single tree has 
i)een planted, or any thing else done to keep the grounds 
even in the state they were left: the garden has been an- 
nually ploughed up, and planted with potatoes and other vege- 
tables. 

The whole extent of Mr. Lincok's residence is about one 
hundred and fifty acres, including a fine piece of water of an 
mere or more; around this a double row of white pines was 
planted eight or ten years ago, and they have now grown up 
so as to completely hedge in the pond. The garden descends to 
the water, and passing round it, on the other side, the land re- 
mains in its primitive state, covered with a large and vigorous 
growth of oaks, pines, hemlocks, &c. The grounds possess 
8o many natural beauties, that we hope Mr. Lincoln will again 
resume the control of the place, and carry out the plan which 
his good taste induced him to begin; a few months' labor 
would give it a cultivated and beautiful appearance. 

Three or four years ago the place was occupied by Mr. 
White, now connected with Messrs. Colton & Co. in the nur- 
sery business. Mr. White, while he had it under his care, 
erected a brick pit after the method described by us in our L, 
p. 401, part ly on West's system, with some alterations of 
our own. We also noticed a small green-house or grapery, 
but no vines were planted in it, nor had any pains been taken 
to improv>e it. With some alterations, and with the addition 
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of a good border, planted with flourishing grape vines, a crop 
might be obtained in the course of a year or two. The great 
characteristics of the place are its fine locality, and its capabil- 
ity of being laid out in such a manner, as to render it a first- 
rate residence. 

Garden and Farm of J. W. Russell. — It is already known 
to many of our readers that Mr. Russell owns a fine farm in 
the vicinity of Worcester, to which he intends removing from 
Mount Auburn Cemetery, at Cambridge, in the spring of 1841 . 
Mr. Russell has conducted the affairs of the Cemetery witli 
signal ability, and it will be difficult to find a man to take his 
place. He is one of the most able practical men in the vicin- 
ity of Boston, and his communications in our pages have been 
among the most valuable which we have offered to our readers. 
We should deeply regret that we are to lose him from our vi- 
cinity, were it not that he removes to so flourishing a town as 
Worcester, whose citizens possess so much wealth and taste, 
where we are sure his labors will be duly appreciated, and where 
he will impart some of his good practical knowledge to the 
amateurs in the vicinity. 

Mr. RusselPs farm contains nearly thirty acres. It is situat- 
ed on the Barre road, to the west of the town, distant upwards 
of a mile. It is a nearly level piece of ground, rather low, and 
aurrounded with upland, which breaks the winds in every di- 
rection, and prevents their sweeping over the plain as they 
otherwise would. It will be subject to rather early frosts, as 
we saw the dahlias were cut off, while on the high land, nearer 
the town, they had sustained no injury. 

Nearly two thirds of the farm is now laid down to grass, and 
Mr. Russell has cut, the present year, fifty tons of hay. The 
remainder is in tilled land, including the vegetable garden and 
ereen-house, which are enclosed within a high and close fence* 
The green-house, which is sixty feet long, was built two years 
since, and the grapes have this year produced a good crop; 
last season they produced about seventy-five pounds, and this 
year the quantity is nearly double; but a small part of them 
were cut when we saw them. Mr. Russell's collection of 
plants is not vet large, but as soon as he takes bold of his col- 
lection himself he will fill up all the spare room in a short peri- 
od. The principal crop of the tilled land has been potatoes: 
these, together with a good variety of all the common garden 
vegetables, have been cultivated for the Worcester market. 
Mr. Hall, who has had the sole charge of Mr. Russell's place, 
ever since he purchased it in 1836, will leave it when Mr. 
Russell removes to Worcester, and will then commence a new 
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etirdeii which he has purchased the past summer, neftr to Mf • 
KusselPs. 

Mr. Russell is now Erecting a cottage, for himself and family 
to reside in. It will be a neat and handsome appenda&e to his 
place, and when beautified by his own good taste with treeb 
and shrubs, will be one of the prettiest gardens in the town, and 
eannot fail to be a resort for those who are fond of fine platits, 
and who have now to supply themselves from Boston or New 
York. The establishment of a Horticultural Society, which 
we shall notice in a future page, will be tlie means of spreading 
n taste for fine plants, and the demand for aucfa things will rap- 
idly increase. 

W. W> LincoWs JWirsery. — Directly opposite to Mr. 
tlussell's, Mr. Lincoln has just commenced a nursery, and has 
already planted several thou$and trees. The land was broken 
\ip for the first time only a year ago, and Mr* Lincoln must 
have labored assiduously to plant out so many trees in so short 
a space of time. The whole extent of the nursery we should 
judge to be five or more acres; the situation is higher than Mn 
Russell's, and gently rises to an elevation of twenty feet or 
more from the Barre road. Mr. Lincoln informed us that 
it was merely a beginning, but he hopes to add very much 
to the number of trees, and eventually to make his nursery as 
complete as any which will be found in Worcester. There is 
already a good demand for trees, but the supply is now dtao^ 
wholly procured from Boston. 

S. H. Cotton Sf: Co,^ nearer the town, and but a few rods 
from the main street, are also establishing a nursery. We had 
hot time to call on our friends, but they are making rapid pro- 
gress in filling up their nursery, and they intend it shall contain 
a complete assortment of all the best fruit and most desirable 
ornamental trees. 

Hit Residence of Gov. LiMoln is a fine situation, but a 
few rods west from the town house. The ground is elevat«- 
ed, and commands a fine view of the surrounding countryv 
The garden, which descends at a gradual slope from the eis% 
front of the house, contains a variety of plants and shrubs, and 
en excellent collection of annual flowers, verbenas, &c% 
There is a want of ornamental trees, to give variety to the 
grounds; but it may be made a very fine place. 

E. F. JDirie, Esq. has a very fine residence on the maifi 
•treet, a few rods to the south of tt)e town hall. The house is 
built in the modern style of architecture, and of good pro- 
portions: the whole was undergoing thorough repairs, paint* 
mg, &c., previous to bis occupyii^ the same, Mr. Daie 
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having just purchased the place* His old garden was farther 
to the south; we visited this place also, but as it is of limited 
extent we cannot say much respecting it. Some fine celery 
had just been earthed for the last time; the dahlias had been 
killed by frost a few days previous. A bed of wood strawber- 
ries was in fine condition, and had produced a roost abundant 
crop. All the fine plants Mr. Dixie will remove to his new 
garden, where he has ample room to add every thing new and 
beautiful. 

The Cemetery, — The spot which has been selected for the 
cemetery in Worcester, is a most delightful and picturesque 
place, reminding us somewhat of many parts of Mount Auburn. 
The whole extent of the ground is about forty acres, and it can 
be increased to twice that number at any time, should its pres- 
ent sise be found too limited for the town. The cemetery is 
situated on the Greenfield road from Worcester, running north. 
It is laid out with avenues and paths, copied in a degree from 
Mount Auburn, but not possessing the graceful curves and ar- 
ttstical lines, which are the roost attractive features of the 
latter place. It is however well laid out, and kept in very good 
order. The surface is considerably undulated, and sufficiently 
wooded to render it picturesque without being crowded to in« 
terfere with the lots which border the avenues and paths. 

As yet, there have been but few interments made m the cem- 
etery. Many lots have been sdected and fenced in, but we 
believe only five or six monuments have as yet been erected. 
It Is not to be expected, however, that these will be built as 
rapidly as they have been in Mount Auburn, even allowing for 
the small population compared with Boston. The land was 
presented to the corporation by Daniel Waldo, Esq. , and the 
monument upon a lot, selected by himself, is die neatest one 
yet erected. 

It is a gratifying evidence of the taste which is spreading 
throughout the community for gardens, trees, &c., to see cem- 
eteries established in the vicinity of all our principal cities and 
large country towns; and the resort of the public to these 
places shows the interest which they take in their formation. 
We shall have something farther to say upon this in our next 
annual view of the progress of horticulture, and shall notice all 
the improvements which have been made the present year. 

Some other residences than those we have noticed would 
have been included in our remarks, had we had time to visit 
them: this we found impossible, and we therefore present these 
few notes, hoping that the opportunity may soon ofifer wlien 
we may extend them farther. 
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Art. II. Autumnal Flototrs. 
By X. 

The veeetable wonders of our native flora are fast fading 
from our view. What myriad blossoms have sprung into be- 
ing, lived their short day, and are gone in the brief space of a 
few months! Over hill and mountain, by the shady rill and the 
babbling brook, in the pellucid lake and by the ocean shore, 
the countless dyes of the floral world have spread their charms 
to the glad sunshine or to the balmy air. The golden and 
purple, crimson and brown, scarlet and orange leaves, are now 
falling and scattering in our path, while, ere long, the quiet of 
wintry repose succeeds. 

I love to watch the tardy approach of spring, as heralded 
by the timid flowers of tliat season, nor is the gradual decline 
of the year less pleasing as viewed in the departure, one by 
one, of these monitors of the flight of time. In some I recog- 
nize, even amidst November frosts, the daring children of fit- 
ful April, and in others the renovated beauty, which the clear 
air and cooler temperature has produced, after a seeming indis- 
position to expand their bright petals to the summer sun. Thus 
the disposition of the violets to bloom again, on the recurrence 
of the cool days of autumn, is familiar, not only to the florist, 
but to the mere culler of simples, who wanders with no care- 
less step over the accustomed hill-side, or adown the moist 
meadow. The pansy fancier consoles himself at the fading of 
his letty-spotted and streaked beauties, by the thought of again 
seemg their splendors, before old winter frowns on his labors 
and his careful toil. The fairer and simpler violets of my fan- 
cy are in like manner lifting their modest heads just above the 
withering grass, to see how the world wags, and to sip the 
bracing dews of the delicious, cool, and refreshing weather of 
pleasant autumn. 

Some folks there are, who are fond of grumbling at the fa- 
mous stories the poets give us about the beauty of spring, and 
its sweet May morning. Methinks they do great injustice, 
both to the poets aforesaid, who probably knqw little enough 
about the matter, and greater wrong to the pretty flowers of 
our spring, by the expression of such feelings. I am strongly 
inclined to the opinion, also, that the warm hill-side and the 
cozy nook, where golden stars of five-finger and csrulean eyes 
of liverwort are spangling the ground, are less familiar to them 
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than their snug fireside and morning couch. Be this as it may, 
itiany are the little daring flowers, which will repay our search 
in their quest, from April's first return to chill November's 
rule. But the lingering beauties of autumn are thrice welcome 
to me, tokening an interest in the affairs of man, and monitors 
to the heart of the Almighty Parent's care of the wide-spread 
sul^ects of his creation. 

Let me gather you, gentle reader, whom if lady fair, will 
more kindly receive my humble flowers, with a nicer percep- 
tion of their intrinsic worth, — let me gather you a farewell 
bouquet of the year. Here, then, is a famous collection of 
wildlings, from the fragmentary store of October. A rich 
golden-rod or two, of distinct contour, for which differences 
learned botanists will give you some wise name. Enough for 
us to admire the flat head and thickly set florets of this the 
more humble, and the fine elastic stem of that which, just now, 
was gracefully bowing to that prim blue aster, no doubt in ad- 
miration of its antiquated charms. And, as to asters. New 
England can boast of many of these starry and autumnal splen- 
dors. One bears her honored, name, pre-eminent like herself 
io stature and beauty. Others rival heaven's own blue^ as they 
fearlessly look upward and expand in its light. The very 
road-side is rendered more comely by the argus eyes of others^ 
and the forest^shades are garnished with brave and glorious 
species. October will yield you some three or four kinds, of 
which let us pluck the. humble savory-leaved, the white small- 
flowered, the diffuse-branching, and the clasping-stemmed. 
What think you of jointed polygonum, so heathery in its charm- 
ing red and white corols, as to deceive my honest neighbor from 
Old England, who doubtless was thinking of the flowers of his 
ain dear land. The mystic witch hazel shall mingle its thread-* 
like blossoms and yellow leaves, and as for the fringed gentian, 
who will deny its claims? Next, a few crystalline neottias 
from the meadow, and a stray five-finger, by way of contrast. 
The prostrate, the lance-leaved and cucullate violets shall have 
a place; for who ever heard of refusing the violet, the favorite 
of all. Two species of bluetts let us tie up in the bunch, one 
of which, the purple bluett or Houstom'a, until lately, was new 
to me as an autumnal flower. As for the other, (Houstonta 
casrjilea,) though now small and sparse in its contour, let it re- 
call the sunny-warm days bygone, when troops of children 
have plucked it by handsfull, in the merry month of May. 

Bold atid adventurous flowers there be, too, which linger 
throughout the month; and push forth their petals under No- 
vember's dull, leaden sky. The white stellate-blossomed Jin* 
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Cbemis, minute, rosy sand-worts, and creeping pure-flowered 
cbickweeds, and their cou3ins the hairy mouse-ears, small and 
perhaps insignificant to most, yet, to the curious and attentive 
atudent of nature's mysteries, are unfolding the coundess leaves 
of Folumes written by the finger of Deity, and illuminated by 
the matchless pencil of the Creator. X. 

Chdmford, Od., 1840. 



Art. III. Mtice of the Garden of Prof. J. W. Jack- 
«m. Union ColUge, Schenectedy, JV*. Y. By P. B. Ho- 
VET, Jr. 

We had the pleasure of calling at the garden of Prof. Jack- 
9on, of Union College, in August last, and spent a short time 
in looking through the grounds. We had heard from gende- 
men who had previously seen the place, that it was one of 
great beauty and interest, possessing, as it does, one of the 
finest collections of hardy plants and shrubs in the country. 
Prof. Jackson is a most enthusiastic admirer of plants, and has 
spared no pains to enrich his garden with every new and desir- 
anle plant. 

The situation of the college buildings is delightful, and com- 
mands an extensive prospect of the city and surrounding coun- 
try. The garden is quite extensive, and laid oiit with much 
taste, and every part kept in the neatest order. The collec- 
tion of hardy herbaceous plants contains a very great variety, 
both of foreign and native origin; some of the former very rare, 
and they were now many of them in full bloom. We have a 
list of all the plants which Prof. Jackson had in his collection 
in 1837; but since then he has made so many additions, that, 
to give it now, would be but to enumerate one half of the 
number. If a complete list could be procured, it would be well 
worth insertion in the Magazine; and we hope that Prof. Jack- 
son will be induced to send one, accompanied with a few. re- 
marks on the cultivation of some of the American species. 
Those which we particularly noticed were as follows: — 

JBryngium amelbystinum, color a beautiful blue; Achillea 
Pt&rmica; .jScdnituni variegktum, very showy; Spirs^ lobita 
americ&na, with large dense heads of red flowers, very beau- 
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tiful, and a great acquisition to our list of hardj herbaceous 
plants: we did not learn its locality. [We saw a specimen of 
this exhibited at the Massachusetts Horticultural Society's 
room, the past summer, (see p. 316,) and consider it a most 
splendid species. — Ed.'\ i/emerocallis cserulea; Sil^ne f^- 
gia, flowers dazzling scarlet; Geranium striatum; aDracocepb- 
alum, from the prairies of Illinois, was very large and fine; 
Lychnis fdlgens, and a large number of seedling phloxes, some 
of which were extremely beautiful, and many others which we 
had not time to enumerate. Portulaca specidsa, growing in 
patches, was flowering profusely; also the verbenas, of wmch 
there was a good number of varieties. 

We noticed here, growing in the open ground, the largest 
plants we have ever seen of the tree paeony, P. Moutan pa- 
paveracea and var. p. B&nlcsite, which Prof. Jackson inform- 
ed us, blossomed finely, producing flowers of extraordinary 
size and beauty, the plants perfectly hardy; the Birberis [Ma- 
hdnta] •dquifolium was also growing finely in the open garden. 
The collection of roses, embracing both the hardy and tender 
sorts, is very large, and contains many rare varieties. We 
also observed a great variety of hardy climbing plants^, but few 
of them were now in flower. The dahlias were flowering very 
well, notwithstanding there was an excessive drought in that 
section of the country. 

We regret that we were not enabled to make a longer visit; 
as there were many things which we had not time to examine, 
esnecially of hardy herbaceous plants, a collection of which is 
indispensable in every good garden. 

Boston^ Oct. 1840. 



Art. IV. Some Remarks respecting the comparative merits of 
iron and copper Pipes^ for heating Green-hotues and Hot" 
houses; trith a notice of several Green-howes and Hot-htifueSj 
in the vicinity of JVei^ York^ heated mth hot water. By 
J. W. Paulsen, gardener to J. A. Perry, Esq., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

Having understood that in Boston and its vicipity, coppe* 
pipes are used instead of cast iron, for the purpose of heating 
green-houses and hot-houses by the hot water system, I think 
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you would serve the public very much, by giving them, through 
the medium of your Magazine, some account of the compara* 
live merits of iron and copper pipes, for the purposes above 
mentioned, and also which are, at the present time, considered 
by amateurs and practical men, in your vicinity, the best adapt* 
ed for heating garden structures. The following questions ap- 
pear to me to contain the most important points to be solved. 

1 . In regard to cheapness, what difference is there betweea 
the price oi a copper and a cast iron pipe, ten feet in length, 
and of equal dimensions, the iron of the latter being a quarter 
of an inch thick? 

2. Which apparatus, if heated to the highest degree, and the 
fire being removed, retains the heat the longest, and what length 
of time? 

3. Are copper pipes of the same durability as iron? Copper 
pipes being soldered, will the seams, by strong heating and 
consequent pressure, not produce leaks? 

4. Will copper give as strong and wholesome a heat for 
plants as cast iron? 

5. Which metal is at present generally used in England and 
on the continent, for healing structures for plants? 

6. Who was the original introducer of copper, in the place 
of cast iron pipes? 

I feel myself perfectly satisfied of the superiority of the hot 
water system, for heating hot-houses, to any other method. 
For the benefit of horticulture in this country, I should like 
to see all the expenses connected with the introduction of 
structures for raising plants, as much reduced as possible; be* 
cause nothing, in my opinion, has so much prevented the more 
general erection of green-houses and hot-houses, than the 
cost attending the heating of the same. 

The heating of houses, devoted to the cultivation of plants, 
is an important consideration, for upon the quality of the heat, 
in a great degree, depend the health and vigor of the plants; 
information upon the subject is much needed, for in pro- 

Eortion to the knowledge we possess, the more certain will 
e our success. If the system of heating by copper pipes 
is preferable, I should be glad to see it take the place of the 
present mode of heating by cast iron pipes; but, as yet, the 
former method has not been adopted in this vicinity. The in- 
formation sought after will, therefore, be not only useful in de- 
ciding which is the best mode, but of preventing persons from 
taking the advantage of the present prevailing ignorance of the 
Value of a hot water apparatus, and thereby charge double what 
it is in reality worth. 
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From the subjoined list, coDtaining all the places around the 
city of New York, known to me, where, the hot water system 
is in use, you will see of what importance this method is to the 
iricinity of New York. As some of the new establishments 
will be yet unknown to you, I have added some notices as to 
their extent. 

1. George Thorbum^ Astoria. — Mr. Thorburn has recent- 
ly made some very great improvements in his camellia house, 
which is eighty-five feet long, sixteen wide, and eighteen high. 
The walk has been handsomely tiled, the old stage removedi 
and an earth bed lAade in place of it, on which the plants 
stand. This house will certainly be, during the winter season, 
to all lovers of the camellia tribe, an object of great attraction. 
It is now, after Mr. Anderson has made some alterations on 
the apparatus, heated with hot water, to Mr. Thorbum's per- 
fect satisfaction. 

2. James L Kingy jEs^., Weehatok. — A new conservatory, 
sixty-five feet long, twenty wide, and eighteen high; span roof; 
heated with hot water by D. Anderson. This building re- 
flects high credit on Mr. King's taste; the whole is elegantly 
finished, with an earth bed and marble walk. 

3. John Ehkrs^ Esq. , Weehaxjok, — Pelargonium house and 
stove, ninety-five feet long, twenty wide, and ten high; heated 
with hot water by D. Anderson. 

4. Alexander Knox^ ^Esq.^ Greenwich sLy JVeto- Forfc.—- A 
splendidly finished conservatory, sixty-five feet long, twenty- 
one wide, and twenty high; heated by Anderson with hot 
water. 

6. William Douglas j Esq.y comer of Park Place and 
Church «/., JVcw York, — Conservatory forty-five feet long, 
and eighteen wide; hot-house thirty feet long; employs about 
one thousand feet of hot water pipes; both houses are very el- 
egantly finished with marble walks, &c. 

6. Rose hill College^ West Farms. — Formerly Dr. Mott's 
residence; conservatory eighty-five feet long, twenty-five wide 
and twenty- two high; stove of the same dimensions; grapery 
thirty-one feet long, eighteen feet wide, fourteen high; heated 
with hot water by David Anderson. Dr. Mott deserves great 
praise for the taste and judgment he has shown in forming these 
houses. 

7. .Andrew Carragin^ Esq., Bhomingdale. — Conservatory 
fifty feet long, twenty wide, and eighteen high; stove sixteen 
feet long; both houses are heated with one boiler; by turning 
a cock, the heat can at pleasure either be imparted to the 
green-house pipes, or taken away. Mr. Carragin has displayed 
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much taste in the finish of these houses. Heated by Anderson • 

8. Ogden^ Esq., Jamaica. — Heated by hot water 

pipes under ground; a very handsome little conservatory. 

9. Dr. Barrow^ Jersey City. — Small green-house, heated 
by hot water. Dr. Barrow's place is distinguished for its 
neatness, and every where pervades the utmost cleanliness. 

10. Charles Boyty Esq., Brooklyn. — Small green-house, 
heated with hot water by Anderson. 

11. Russell, florist^ Brooklyn.' — Formerly Dr. Mott's 

J lace; a very handsomely built conservatory; marble walk; and 
eated with hot water by Mr. Hogg, Jr. 

12. A*. J. Becar, Esq., Brooklyn. — Conservatory sixty-five 
feet long, and a small hot-house heated with hot water. 

13. J. ^. Perry, Esq., Brooklyn — Heated with hot water, 
by Anderson; about two hundred feet length, of glass. 

I have not omitted places like Mr. Becar's and Perry's, al- 
though mentioned in your Magazine on former occasions, in or* 
der to make this list as complete as possible. 

I think you will perceive, from the list, that in your retros- 
pective review of last year, you were incorrect in your asser- 
tion that in Brooklyn alone more had been accomplished io 
gardening, than any where else around New York. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours, most respectfully, 

J. W. Paulsen. 

Brooklyn, Oct., 1840. 

We shall be' glad to hear from any of our correspondents, 
in answer to Mr. Paulsen's queries respecting the merits of 
copper or iron pipes. As soon as we have leisure, we will 
endeavor to add some information ourselves. — Ed. 



Art. V. Observations upon the Blight in Fruit Trees j 
with an •Account of a Method of preventing the disease. 
By J. A. Lazell, Columbus Hortioultural Garden, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 

Bt the last number of your Magazine I learn my communi- 
cation of last month was duly received. It will alSbrd me 
Cleasure to contribute in the least towards the advancement of 
orticulture. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Observations tfpon the Blight in Fruit Trees. 415 

Much has been written on the subject of blight in fruit 
trees, but more particularly of the pear tree. I have lost some 
fine trees by that disease, and the last, when loaded with fruit. 
It is so destructive to the pear tree in some sections of the 
country, that its culture is almost given up. 

A friend of mine informed me, some time since, that he had 
discovered the cause of, and the remedy for, the blight. The 
remedy is so simple that it should be known by every body, 
whether the cause is or is not understood. He stated that he had 
repeatedly arrested the disease, and saved trees most violently 
attacked, simply by opening the soil ai'ound the stems, and de- 
nuding the tree of a considerable portion of its roots. The 
cause seems to be a superabundant flow of sap. I had come 
to that conclusion previous to the communication of ipy es- 
teemed friend, from the examination I made of the last tree I 
lost by the blight. 

When I first discovered the tree was attacked with the 
blight, I followed the recommendation of Mr. Lowell, and 
sawed off all the limbs below the appearance of the disease, 
and I in vain searched for the ^^Scolytus |>yrt," or any other 
insect which could possibly have caused the disease in my 
tree. 

The limbs so sawed off were very soon attacked again, and 
the whole tree down to the bole, except a graft of another va- 
riety, was in a few weeks dead. The graft alluded to still liv- 
ed, and I have scions growing in another tree, in fine health, 
set the next spring, taken from that branch of the dead tree* 
Anxious to discover the cause of the blight, and suspecting 
there might be a defect at the root, I had the root carefully dug 
up, and, to my surprise, more numerous and finer roots I never 
observed on a pear tree. 

These facts established in my mind the theory that the blight 
is caused by a too great flow of sap. I account for the pre- 
servation of the graft, by supposing there was an obstruction 
to a superabundant flow of sap, where the graft was joined, or, 
possibly, from a difference of texture between the two. If when 
the sap flows in too great a quantity to the branches, it be- 
conoes vitiated and causes the blight, as I believe it does, I am 
not scientific enough to explain the modus operandi. 

My friend informed me that he intended to publish an ac- 
count of his discovery, and promised to send me a copy. I 
have beard nothing of his having done so. Although I have 
not had an opportunity to test the efficacy of the remedy pro- 
posed, so great is my confidence in the gentleman who has, 
and it being so consonant with my own views on the subject. 
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that I do not hesitate to recommeDd its trial to all who may 
have trees thus affected. 

Your friend, ' John A. Lazell. 

Columbus J Ohio J Sept.y 1840. 



Art. VI. On the cultivation of the Ranunculus. 
By the Editor. 

The ranunculus has long been so famed for its beauty, that 
it will be unnecessary for us to extol it here. It is admitted 
to be one of the most compact, symmetrical, and truly spleudid 
flowers of which our gardens can boast. It is, emphatically, a 
florist's flower; for, although its cultivation is not very difficult, 
yet its growth has in but few cases been attempted, except by 
the most zealous florists of England. 

In this country very few amateurs or practical men have paid 
much attention to the cultivation of this flower. A few how- 
ever have, OD several occasions, attempted its growth, and in 
some situations have succeeded in flowering a larger portion of 
the roots, in great splendor. The first season of planting, indi- 
Tiduals who are unacquainted with the nature of the roots, or who 
have read nothing upon their growth, are apt to lose the whole, 
which causes such disappointment, that they seldom give them 
a second trial. Our object in penning this article, is to supply 
some information which will induce amateurs to attempt their 
growth again, and, by giving them more attention, be enabled 
to succeed in their cultivation. 

A bed of ranunculuses has always appeared to us to possess 
more real beauty than any other flower, not excepting even the 
tulip. There is such an endless diversity of colors, beginning 
with pure white, and running through every shade of yellow, 
red, violet and purple, almost to black; some mottled, others 
striped, some edged like the picotee, others spotted, marbled, 
&c. in endless variety. The scarlets are very brilliant, and, 
for delicacy of tints, nothing can exceed some of the spotted, 
edged and mottled varieties. 

It is now four or five years since we made a practice of cul- 
tivating a good sized bed of roots every season: some of our 
roots were of the very choicest kinds, imported from one of 
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the finest collections in England, at a high price. We never 
failed to produce fine flowers, although some seasons the num- 
ber of the flowers would be greater than in others, which we 
attributed to the greater or less vigor of the roots, or to the 
injury they received from the continued duration of tlie cold 
weather, which prevented us from giving them an abundant 
supply of fresh air early in the spring. Our winters are so 
long, that the roots are in danger of being weakened from con- 
finement, unless they are strong, and set out in due season, 
when we think no injury will be sustained. 

Our climate, during the months of May and June, when they 
are in full bloom, is too dry; the foliage, just as it attains full 
vigor, is overtaken by the drying winds of May, and the con- 
sequence is that the growth is much checked, the flower stems 
advance slowly, and oftentimes have not sufficient strength to 
open their flowers. To prevent this, copious watering, and 
snading the bed are necessary; and although this will not whol- 
ly counteract the injurious effects of a dry atmosphere, yet, if 
the former is duly administered, and the shading not continued 
too long, the beauty of the flowers will be enhanced and pro- 
longed, and the growth of the foliage invigorated, upon which the 
strength of the roots for blooming another year wholly depends. 

There has been a variety of opinions among eminent culti- 
vators, in regard to the proper season to plant the roots. Some 
writers contend that October or November are the best months; 
others, that February and March are preferable; some, that 
either of these periods will do equally as well; and some plant 
every fortnight, so as to have flowers the whole season. In 
England it is, undoubtedly, of much less consequence at what 
time the roots are planted, than in this country. The mild 
winters there will allow of the planting to take place at almost 
any period throughout the year; but in our climate there can only 
be two periods, viz., October and November, or March and A- 
pril. The severe weather of December, January and February 
will not admit of the roots being put into the soil at that time. 

The question then arises, which of the two periods is pre- 
ferable.' Upon this point we have but one opinion, as far as 
our experience goes: we should certainly plant in the autumn, 
and for the reason the roots will get established in the bed be- 
fore winter sets in: they can then be protected by a frame, and 
in the spring, when the weather is such as to admit of their be- 
ing uncovered, the roots will immediately come up, and com- 
mence a slow and vigorous growth. By this means they get 
sufficiently advanced by the middle of April, when the frame 
should be removed, to withstand the heat and drought of spring* 
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If, on the contraiy, the bed is prepared in the autumn, and the 
roots are not planted till Marcher April, they then sUrt feebly, 
and, before they have got good hold of the soil, the warm 
weather of May overtakes them, and checks their growth, the 
foliage turns yellow and sickly, and the flowers expand with- 
out that freshness of coloring which is the greatest charm of the 
ranunculus. We have tried both the autumn and spring plant* 
ing, and when the roots were well protected during winter, we 
always obtained from them a much more abundant and beauti- 
ful bloom than from those set out in spring. An experiment 
was tried by some eminent florist some years ago, and the 
weight of the roots from a small bed, planted in autumn, was 
a pound or two heavier than the roots from one planted in the 
spring: this we think is conclusive, even in the climate of 
England, that fall planting is the most favorable to a good 
bloom. 

Having said thus much respecting the season of planting, we 
shall next treat of the Soil — Situation of the bed — Setting out 
the roots — Protecting during winter — Watering — Shading — 
Taking up the roots — ^Ofisets; and Sowing seeds; and conclud- 
ed with the criterion of a good ranunculus. 

Soil. — The best soil for the ranunculus is a rich, mellow loam; 
but as this is not always to be had conveniently, good garden 
loam, enriched with very old cow manure, or leaf mould, will 
answer: fresh loam, however, it should be borne in mind, will 
insure a much better bloom. The beds may be thus prepar- 
ed: — Dig out the soil to the depth of eighteen or twenty inch- 
es; then fill up four inches of the same space with the top soil; 
on this place a layer of very old cow dung, or decomposed hot- 
bed manure, of about six inches, and on this ten or twelve inch- 
es of fresh loam, being careful that no manure should be 
mixed with it. The whole should then be allowed to settle ior 
a fortnight or a month previous to the planting of the roots. 

Situation of the bed, — The site selected for the bed should 
be in an open and airy part of the garden, so that the foliage 
and flower stems will not be drawn up; under or near the 
shade of trees should be avoided. The bed should not be 
raised more than one inch above the walk, just sufficient to de- 
signate it from the surrounding soil; if elevated three or four 
inches, the soil will be in such a fluctuating state of dryness and 
moisture, as to be very injurious to the roots. There should 
be a walk all round the bed, in order to admit of a near inspec- 
tion of the flowers. 

Setting out the roots. — A great deal of the success attending 
the cultivation of the flower, is dependent upon careful plant- 
ing. The roots should be covered just an inch and a half deep 
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from the crown, and no more or less; for nature has so pecaliar* 
ly endowed the root, that if placed at a greater or less depth, 
It will form tubers at precisely the depth of an inch and a half, 
and thus be so weakened as not to flower well. The best 
method of planting is, to take off two inches of the surface of 
the bed; the rows are then marked out each way, and 
where the lines cross one another at right angles, a root should 
be set out, pressing it slightly into the soil to keep it in its 
place. When all are planted, the two inches of soil is replac- 
ed; and if the roots are of good size, the distance from the 
crowns will be just an inch and a half; finish by levelling off the 
bed. The middle sized roots, wiih firm tubers, are prefera- 
ble for planting; and care should be taken to place a little sand 
under and over each, to guard them against too much moisture. 

Protection during winter. — The roots must be protected in 
some way during winter, as they will noc, at least according 
to our experience, stand our winters without injury. We 
have always adopted the following plan: — The bed was made 
just the size of a cucumber frame: when the planting was com- 
pleted, this was placed on the bed, and if there was danger of 
heavy rains or severe weather, the sashes were put on; as soon 
as heavy frosts set in, the whole of the interior of the frame 
was filled with leaves, and the sashes replaced; these were 
continued till late in December, when a light covering of straw 
or leaves was placed on the sashes, and a few boards laid on 
to keep them from blowing away. In this manner the whole 
remained until April, or until all danger of frost was over, when 
the leaves, frame, &c., were wholly removed, and the bed 
cleared up. The foliage, at this period, will have just shown 
itself above the soil. We have never tried protection by 
mere covering alone, without a frame, as we think it netsessary 
to keep off the heavy rains. 

Watering, — By the first of May, and perhaps previously, 
if the season should prove dry, as it often does, the beds will 
need occasional watering. This should be carefully perform* 
ed with a fine rose watering pot: give a good quantity at once, 
every other day, rather than to just sprinkle them every even* 
log. The watering should be continued as long as dry weath- 
er continues, but, in the event of refreshing showers, may be 
left off. 

Shading, — Shading is as necessary to flower the ranunculus 
in perfection as the tulip; the foliage is injured by excessive 
beat, and the bright colors of the finer varieties are immediate- 
ly bleached of all their richness, if exposed to the hot sun. An 
awning may be put up of sufficient height to walk under, or it 
may only be placed near the bed; but, in either case, it must 
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be rolled up or taken off at night, to admit the heavy dews: 
the bed should also be exposed morning and evening, as much 
as possible, as continued shade would have a tendency to 
weaken the flower stems and draw up the foliage. 

Taking up the roots, — A fortnight after the last flowers have 
faded, the foliage will assume a yellowish tinge, which indicates 
the period for taking up the roots: this is a very nice opera- 
tion, and should not be done hastily, for fear of either destroy- 
ing or losing the roots: the best way is to pare off three inches 
of the soil into a sieve, if the bed is composed of mixed sorts^ 
and then, by shaking out the earth, the roots will remain; this 
we have found the most easy method. When the varieties are 
named, they must be taken up one by one, and put into a box 
labelled with the names of each. They must not be placed in the 
sun, but may be carried to a dry room, where they may remaizi 
till the earth is sufficiently dry to shake off easily, when they 
should be put into paper bags. 

Offsets may be treated precisely like old roots; the strongest 
should be selected for flowering, and the remainder planted 
but in a bed by themselves. 

Sowing the seeds. — We have not given any directions for 
raising seedlings; they are, however, easily grown. The seeds 
should be planted in boxes, in January or February, and plac- 
ed in a frame or the green-house. The soil should be fresh 
loam, made fine with a small portion of leaf mould. Sow about 
a quarter of an inch apart, and merely sift over fine earth 
enough to barely cover the seeds; give a watering through a fine 
rose, when the whole is completed. In six weeks they will be 
up; the boxes may be removed to the open air during summer, 
and the roots should be allowed to remain in the boxes the first 
year: the second, they may be planted out with the offsets of 
full grown bulbs. 

Criterion of a fine Ranunculus. — We cannot better con- 
clude this article, than by introducing the following account of 
the character of a first rate flower: — 

A good ranunculus should have the stem about eight or twelve 
inches high, strong enough to support the flower, and quite up- 
right. The form of the flower should be hemispherical, not 
less than two inches in diameter, consisting of numerous petals 
gradually diminishing in size to the centre, lying over each oth- 
er, so as neither to be too close nor too much separated, but 
' having more of a perpendicular than a horizontal direction, in 
order to display the colors with better eflect. The petals 
should be broad, with entire well rounded edges, their colors 
dark, clear, rich and brilliant, either of one color or variously 
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diversified, on a ground of cinereous, white, primrose, yellow, 
or flame color, or diversified with elegant stripes, spots, or 
mottlings. 

Two of the most extensive cultivators of the ranunculus, at 

S resent, in England, are Mr. Groom, of Walworth, and the 
lessrs. Tyso & Son, of Wallingford; the latter gentlemen 
have been most successful growers, and have raised some of 
the finest seedlings ever produced: they have been sold as high 
as £10 each. Their catalogues contain upwards of five hun- 
dred sorts, ranging from 15. to £5 sterling each; assortments 
of one hundred fine named varieties may be obtained from £2, 
lOf. to £5. 



MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Art. I. General Notieet. 

On the foundation and management of borders for fruit treee,-^ 
Probablv no subject connected with the growth of fruit trees itt less un- 
derstood than the proper preparation and nnanagement of the soil in 
which they are to grow, whether in borders particularly prepared for 
that purpose, or in the open garden, for standard trees. It is our belief, 
that of all the fruit trees which fail to produce a due quantity of good 
fruit, more than two thirds of them may be attributed to the condition 
of the soil in which they are placed. Locality is more thought of 
than the state of the soil, and when a tree fails to produce its accus- 
tomed crop, the tree is set down as worn out, or else the locality is so 
unfavorable, as to render it scarcely worth while to continue its cul- 
tivation. The fault, however, we have long been inclined to think, 
is not in the peculiar situation of the tree, but rather in the condition 
and state of the soil in which it is placed. 

The production of fruit on walls and espaliers is attracting more 
attention than heretofore; the beautiful specimens of pears, &c., which 
have been obtained by some gentlemen from trees planted as espaliers, 
have attracted much attention, and have induced some, who have fail- 
ed by the ordinary method of cultivating trees, to attempt their growth 
upon walls and trellises. We are glad to see the subject is receiv- 
ing more attention, as we are confident it will be the means of procur- 
ing specimens of fruit, such as have rarely been seen. The prepara- 
tion of the borders for the trees is therefore a subject of some consid- 
eration, and any infbrmation which can be obtained will be read with 
much interest. 

The followmg remarks, on preparing and managing fruit tree bor- 
ders, is taken from the London Horticultural Transaetions, and is 
one of the most valuable papers which has appeared in the work. It is 
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by Mr. Geor^re Drummondy gardener to Sir Robert Preston, Bart., 
and was read to tbe Society in the sprinK of 1895. We bave not room 
to publish tbe whole of the article, but we gi?e the most interesting 
pares of it to our readers, and beBpenk for it an attentive perusal^ 
convinced that every cultivator of fruit will glean from it much in- 
formation which should be treasured up. 

"The attention of Mr. Drummond seems to have been particularly 
directed to the subject of this memoir, by the following circumstancea. 
The property of Valley Field, which belonged to the late Sir R. Pres- 
ton, is situate on the north side of the Frith of Forth, and possesses a 
fine southern aspect. The site of the cottage garden, in which Mr. 
Dnimmond'a experiments were first made, is placed close on tbe 
Frith, and was previously occupied by pans, and all the other build- 
ings required for the manufacture of salt. In 1815 and 1816, these 
buddings were removed, the around was enclosed by a wall, a cot- 
tage erected, and one part of the enclosed area was laid out as a 
flower garden, and the remainder formed into a marine fish-pond. 

'^When the ground was levelled for the garden, it consisted almost 
entirely of coal ashes, brick-bats and lime rubbish, to which were 
added about fifteen inches of fresh soil, to prepare it for the flowers 
«od shrubs. As it was proposed to plant IPrench pear trees in the 
borders next to the walls, the fresh soil was there trenched down 
about eighteen inches, and mingled with the rubbish. Another foot 
of fresh soil was then laid over the whole surface of tbe border, and 
the trees planted . 

"It was predicted that a border so formed would never answer, 
but would assuredly canker the roots of the trees; this, however, has 
not happened. On the contrary, the crassane, St. Germain, Chaa- 
montel, colmar, brown beurr^, bergamotte de paques, and jargonelle, 
all produced fruit the third year afler they were planted, and have 
continued to yield excellent crops ever since, far greater than similar 
trees planted in the deep rich borders of the other gardens. Of these 
latter trees, many had been planted twelve years before they pro- 
duced any fruit: they grew, however, vigorously, ran greatly to 
breast wood, and continued to grow so late in the season, that the 
flower buds were frequently but ill formed and the young wood im- 
perfectly ripened. The fruit also, which they produced, was borne 
chiefly at the ends of the branches, and was frequently bard and 
fritty at the core. On the other hand, the trees in tbe cottage gar- 
den seem to have acquired a different habit; they did not, ind«sdy 
gfrowso vigorously, and they produced little breast wood;^ but they 
ripened their young wood earlier in the autumn, and fruited more 
regularly over the whole surface of the tree. On a given sorface of 
wall, therefore, not only was the produce of the cottage garden tree 
greater, but its quality mnch superior. 

'^he early productiveness and fertile habit exhibited by the trees 
just mentioned, led to the adoption of nearly the same methods in 
preparing two other borders. One of these was formed in 1830; as 
much of the rubbish of old buildings as would form a layer of about 
fourteen inches in thickness, was spread over the whole border. On 
this was laid a stratum of rich manure, about six inches thick, and tbe 
whole was then trenched and turned over in such a way as to mingle 
the rubbish and manure with the soil of the border, but not ^oing so 
deep as to encroach on the subsoil. The whole being thus mixed to^ 

Ether, and made level, was then covered with about one foot of fine 
ht soil. In the border thus formed, two crassanes, two Freocb 
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bergamotfl, two gray aochans, and one muir fowl egg pear were plant-* 
ed; they were what are f^eneralljr called 'dwarf maiden plants.' All 
these trees showed fruit in the third year, and bore a beautiful crop in 
the fourth year after they were planted, and the crops produced eve- 
ry year since have been astonishing. The surface of this border ev- 
ery winter gets a dressing of cow dung, which is dug in about eight 
inches below the surface. 

^<In 1823, another border was similarly prepared by mixing np the 
rubbish of an old wall with the soil of an old border, to which no 
dung was added, lest it might make the soil too rich; but this Mr. 
Drummond has since regretted, as he finds that where stones and rub- 
bish are mixed with the soil, there is no danger in making a free use 
of rich manure. In the spring of 1833, French pear trees were plant- 
ed in thjs border, and they aAerwards came as early into a bearing 
state, and continued to be as productive, as the trees at the cottage 
garden. 

"By thus mixing stones and rubbish with the soil of the border, and 
forming the border al)ove the subsoil, we are able to brin^ French 
pear trees into a bearing state at a much earlier period of their growth, 
and to render some varieties of these trees, hitherto considered as shy 
bearers, not less productive than those of the more common kinds. 

<*Mr. Drummond next points to the analogy between his method 
of forming borders for pear trees, and that employed when plants are 
eultivated in pots or boxes. In the latter, pieces of potsherds, shiv- 
ers, or other substances, are laid at the bottom of the pot to drain off 
superfluous moisture, or are sometimes mingled with the soil of the 
pot or box, when they are of large size, else the fibrous roots of the 
plant would probably perish during the winter, when vegetation is 
suspended. Now the roots of wall trees, in an artificiallv prepared 
border, are in a very similar state, if the soil be deep, and no stones 
or rubbish mingled with it: for a great body of fine earth, without 
soeh admixture of stony substances, is too retentive of water during 
the winter months, which proves very injurious to the fibrous roots of 
trees in our cold damp climate. 

"Many opportunities of liAing the roots of trees, in borders differ- 
ent^ formed, have afforded illustrations of the foregoing facts; for 
those roots raised from borders where the soil was mingled with stones 
and rubbish have presented a dense mass of fibrous rootlets; whilst 
others, which had grown in deep and rich borders without such ad- 
mixture of stony substances, have exhibited only long naked roots, 
more or less destitute of fibrous appendages. In the rubbish borden, 
the fibrous rootlets might be seen to seize, as it were, on some sub- 
stances of the soil in preference to others; pieces of lime plaster, or 
mortar, were generally preferred, being often found enveloped in a 
mass of such rootlets; next to these, pieces of whinstone and brick 
were selected by the rootlets; coarse gritty sandstone they seemed to 
reject, but to like the fine white sandstone which the roots of heaths 
are so fond of. 

"In connection with this search after stony bodies, Mr. Drummond 
mentions some curious facts respecting the directions which roots take 
in borders formed, in part, of pavini( stones. If such stones lie laid 
at the bottom of the border, with a view of preventing the roots strik- 
ing into the subsoil, the trees will soon send down their roots until 
they come in contact with the pavement, over the surface of which 
they will then spread themselves in every direction. Should their 
extremities not be able to penetrate the mortar or clay, id which the 
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stones are inabedded) they will, after a time, push oat beyond them, 
and then, dipping down, take an inverted position, and extend be- 
neath the pavement. On the other hand, if the stones be laid on the 
surface of the border, instead of its bottom, the roots then seem to 
strike upwards, and spread along the under surface of the stones. In 
both cases the stones seem to attract and retain moisture, and, during 
the vegetating season, the roots strike towards them in order to ol^ 
tain it; but with this difference in the ultimate result: — when the 
stones are laid at the bottom of the border, the principal roots are de- 
tained there, and their fibrous rootlets are more or less destroyed, dur- 
ing the winter, by the too great moisture to which they are exposed; 
in such circumstances, the trees grow vigorously, but produce com- 
paratively little fruit, and that of inferior quality; but when the stones 
are laid on the surface, the principal roots are also formed there, and 
their fibrous rootlets are thus preserved in a healthy state during 
winter; such trees erow less vigorously than in the former case, but 
they produce excellent crops of fruit, and that of superior quality. 

*'From the results of his experience, the author is led to conclude 
that two errors are, in general, committed in forming borders for wall 
fruit trees. The one is, that of trenching too deeply, with a view of 
increasing the depth of the border, by which the subsoil is disturbed; 
the other consists in collecting too great a body of fine earth in the 
border, without a due admixture of stony substances. 

"With respect to the first error, or removal of the subsoil, its effect 
is to convert the border into a sort of receptacle, both for collecting 
and retaining water, and to bring it nearly to the condition of « flower 
pot whose bottom is immersed in a pan of water. No operation of 
draining will keep such a border in a condition suited to the welfare of 
the trees; and notning can be more injurious to the roots than keeping 
them in stagnant water through the greater part of the year. If it be 
wished to augment the depth of the natural soil in the borders, this 
should be done, not by excavating the subsoil, but by adding to the 
height of the upper soil. All hard-wooded trees and shrubs thrive 
best in a border raised above the level of the surrounding ground. In 
our damp climate the roots of the finer sorts of trees thus preserve a 
healthier state during winter; and on the return of spring, the soil of 
a raised border receives more solar heat, which contributes to accele- 
rate and augment the fertile habit of the tree. 

<<As to the second error, that of accumulating too much fine mould, 
without a due proportion of stony substance, Mr. Drummond remarks 
that, in the natural soils in which trees best grow, we can seldom pen- 
etrate, even in carse lands, above one foot telow the surface, witnout 
meeting with stones and other substances favorable both to the devel- 
opment and preservation of fibrous roots; and in local situations, fam- 
ed for the production of fine fruit or hard-wooded trees, an examina- 
tion of the soil and subsoil will show them to possess the characters 
above-mentioned, and to be thus favorable to the formation and pre- 
servation of fibrous roots. In no instance ought we to collect above 
two feet of fine earth in a border, without, at the same time, mixing 
with it a due proportion of small stones, or other solid substances. 
Such an intermixture of stony bodies contributes not only to augment 
the number of fibrous roots, but to prevent the accumulation of too 
much moisture in the winter months. 

"As the result of his inquiries and experience, Mr. Drummond rec- 
ommends the following mode of forming a border, as suitable for ev- 
ery variety of fruit tree which we are in the custom of raising against 
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walls. Ue would make the border at least twenty feet wide; k should 
be coraposed of two and a half feet in depth,,of good soil, rather light, 
with one foot of broken wbinstones and lime rubbish, and one foot of 
00 w and stable dung. These several ingredients should be thorough- 
Iv mixed together, and, when the whole has been levelled, another 
root of fine mould should be spread over the whole surface. The 
walks be would lay down on the surface of the border, at the distance 
often or twelve feet from the wall; and this should be done in such a 
manner as that the surface of the border may have a gentle slope from 
the wall to the walk* and the slope then be continued from the wallt 
to the natural surface of the ground. On no account must the subsoil 
be disturbed. 

^'Those who are advocates for the shallow planting of fVuit trees 
may suppose the border recommended above to he too rich, and that 
it will promote too great luxuriance of growth; but, provided the ma- 
terials employed favor the production of fibrous rootlets, we can hard- 
ly ever make the border too rich. Encouraging such rootlets seems 
to produce that fertile habit in the tree at an early stage of its growth, 
which checks any tendency to over-Iuzuriance afterwards, and to turn 
the powers of the tree to the formation of flower buds, and conse- 
quent production of fruit. Wall trees are exposed to a higher tem- 
perature and greater evaporation than standards, and require, there- 
fore, a larger body of soil, and a more copious supply of moisture 
for their roots than standards do." 

Mr. Droramond then proceeds to notice some other circumstances 
to be attended to in their management, such as the application of 
moisture to their roots, Sec, and be illustrates his views by an account 
of actual experiments. Water from a pond, where it has been expos- 
ed to the sun, should be usedj and the following experiment shows 
the great advantages to be gamed by the use of such water, in prefei^ 
ence to water from wells. The result is thus stated: — 

**The first experiment was made on the 10th of May. At the depth 
of eighteen inches the temperature of the border was sixty-four de- 
grees, and that of the. spring water used, forty-six degrees. In twen- 
ty-four hours aAer, the temperature of the border was reduced to fifty- 
two degrees, or had lost twelve degrees. At the same time the tem- 
perature of the soil being sixty-four degrees as above, and the heat of 
the pond water sixty-seven degrees, the soil at the close of twenty-four 
hours was sixty-six degrees, or, instead of losing twelve degrees, had 
gained two degrees. 

**June 30th, the second watering was given. The temperature of 
the border, at the depth of eighteen inches, was now seventy-four de- 
grees, and that of the spring water fifty-two degrees. In twenty-four 
hours the border was reduced to fifty-eight degrees, or had lost sixteen 
degrees. At the station where the pond water was used, the temper- 
ature of the border at the above-mentioned depth was seventy-seven 
degrees, and that of the water eighty-two degrees. In twent3'-four 
hours the temperature of the border was eighty degrees, or had gain- 
ed three degrees. 

**The third and last watering was performed on the 88th of July. 
The temperature of the border at eighteen inches below the surface 
was seventy-two degrees, and that of the spring water fifty-seven de- 
grees. In twenty-four hours the border was reduced to sixty-one de- 
grees, or had lost eleven degrees of temperature. At the pond water 
station, the border at the depth of eighteen inches was seventy-eight 
degrees, and the water itself seventy-four degrees* In twenty-four 
VOL. VI. — NO. XI. 64 
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honra the temperatare of the border was ttill eerenty-eight dej^reee, 
or had suffered do change of temperature from the watering it had 
undergone. 

"It u yery clear from these facts, that, whilst spring water matly 
cooled the soil, that from(the pond exerted no sued operation^ but, on 
the contrary, dften raised its temperature." 

The remainder of the article is as follows: — 

<*In nroceedin|y[ to describe the effects on i^egetation produced by 
these aifferent kmds of water, Mr. Drummond observes, that on the 
10th of May, when the border was first watered, there was no percep- 
tible difference in the appearance of the four trees: they had all ex- 
cellent crops of fruit. About the first of Auj^ust, however, the con- 
trast was very striking. No one would then have supposed that the 
four trees were of the same variety. The fruit of the two trees, which 
bad been supplied with the pond water, was much larger, of a higher 
color, and finer quality, than the fruit of the other two trees which 
had been supplied with spring water. The leaves, also, of the former 
trees were almost double the size of those of the latter. Even in the 
following spring the difference was perceptible, as evinced in the larg- 
er blossom and more vigorous setting of the fruit. 

"In the management of borders, it is ofgreat importance, (continues 
Mr. Drummond,) to preserve the surface roots of trees. At the cot- 
tage garden the borders have never been dug since the trees were 
planted, and when manure is applied, it is laid down and covered 
over with about six inches of the surface mould. The soil, when thus 
treated, becomes filled to the surface with fibrous roots, which would 
be injured or destroyed were the border to be dug. When the manure 
is retained in a body near the surface the border is kept in a moister 
■tate, and the roots do not penetrate downwnrds to the subsoil in 
aearch of water. Even where vegetables are raised as early crops on 
the border, the soil is never disturbed to more than six inches in 
depth; and the crops are ready earlier than in the ordinary mode of 
^^t^'^E to the depth of eighteen inches. When the fibrous roots of 
trees have been injured by digging the border too deep, they will soon 
be restored, if a layer of manure, six or ei^ht inches thick, be' first laid 
on the surface, and then beaten down with the spade, and covered af- 
terwards with about six inches of mould. The roots will at once be- 
gin to strike out and run along the under surface of the dung, forming 
at length a complete mass of fibrous roots. 

"When veaetables are raised on fruit borders, tbej may affect the 
atmosphere, in regard both to heat and moisture, m a degree that 
may sometimes prove lieneficial, and at others, injurious, to the trees. 
When the wall, for example, becomes heated, the air in contact with 
it is rarified and carried upwards, and fresh air from the surface of 
the border moves forward to supply its place; in this way a current 
of air is soon formed, which contmually passes over the heated wall 
as lopg as it retains an excess of heat. Of this circumstance advan- 
tage may be sometimes taken where the heat of the wall is excessive; 
for, by keeping the surface of the border in a moist state, we dimm- 
ish at ODce the temperature, and augment the moisture of^ the atmos- 
phere which envelopes the tree. On the other hand, by raking the 
oorder, as will aAerwards be shown, we contribute to keep its surface 
in a dry state, and thereby to increase the temperature, and lessen 
the moisture of the surrounding atmosphere. At different seasons 
these opposite practices may be beneficially adopted. Thus m spring, 
when toe trees are in blossom, should a clear frosty night set in, with 
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the prospeet of bright tunshine during the next day, it is of do little 
importance to water the surface of the border before the sun appears, 
as the evaporation that succeeds will moderate the excess of heat 
which might otherwise prove fatal to the blossom. On the other 
hand, when the fruit is swelling it is of equal importance to keep the 
■urface of the border dry, as the temperature, both of the soil and 
atmosphere, is then increased, which contributes much to improve the 
size and quality of the fruit. 

'* Vegetables, in borders, are least injurious to wall trees, when they 
are planted in rows at right angles to the wall, and at double the dis- 
tance uaualljr allotted; they do not then so completely shade the soil, 
and the air is permitted to flow freely through the rows. It will, 
however, be proper to have them cleared away, (when planted oppo- 
site to peach and apricot trees,*) about the middle of July, that the 
borders may have the full benent of the sun's rays, to enable them to 
ripen the fruit and mature the young wood. Af\er a wet night the 
borders should also be raked, to aid the drying of their surface. This 
simple operation will increase the temperature of the surface of the 
border, and of the wall, many degrees. On one occasion, afler two 
days of continued rain in Julv, 1839, the temperature of the surfaces 
of the border and wall was the same as that of the atmosphere, viz. 
fifly-two degrees, at four o'clock in the morning. At six o'clock the 
weather cleared up, and a considerable extent of the border, opposite 
to a hot wall, was raked, so as to dry the surface. At one o'clock, 
a thermometer, laid on this raked surface, indicated one hundred 
and eighteen degrees^ and another, applied to the wall opposite, one 
hundred and six: while, on the unraked surface of the soil, the tero- 
j)erature was only eighty-six degrees, and on the corresponding por- 
tion of the wall, eight-nine degrees. The operation, therefore, of 
raking the surface of the border, raised its temperature thirty-two de- 
grees above the unraked surface, and the temperature of the corres- 
ponding part of the wall, seventeen degrees. 

"The London medal, for 1833, placed at the disposal of the Cale- 
donian Horticultural Society, was voted to Mr. George Drummond, 
for the communication, of which a copious and correct abstract is 
here given."— (flor(. Traruaetioiu.) 

Qreen Oage P/um.— This is, without doubt, not only the best des- 
sert plum, but also the most esteemed for the better description of 
preserves. Its origin is undoubtedly French, and it is said to have 
been introduced into England by the noble family of Gage, some time 
about the beginning of the last century, as we find it described by 
Langley in his Pomona, as ripening on an east wall, July SO, old 
style, and supposed by Bradley, in 1757, to be the same as his Gros 
Damas Verd, which shows this plum was even then not generally 
known. Sir Joseph Banks was of opinion that it was received from 
the monks of Chartreuse, of Paris, among other fruit trees, by the 
then Lord Ga^pe, and that the label by accident had been lost. The 
gardener, havmg no other name for it, very naturally, after it had 
produced fruit, named it Green Gage, in compliment to his employ- 
er, a name it is now as well known by as that of Reine Claude, (its 
name on the continent,) where it is equally esteemed as with us. 
The name Reine Claude was given it on account of its being intro- 
duced into France by Queen Claude, wife of Francis I., of that coun- 
try. -^{Fiorieultural Magatine.) 
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Art. II. Dome$tie Notiee9, 



Eekinoedetut EyrU$iu — The following is a cootinuation of the 
meaioraDda of the dowering of this interesting plant in the green- 
house of Mr. Francis Putnam, which have been inserted in paget 
837 and 373 of the present volume of this Magazine: — 

Saturday, July 35, the seed vessels burst open, containing a very 
great number of minute, black, roundish seed. A few days prior to 
this date, the plant was brought into the green-house from out doors, 
where it had been kept nearly a fortnight; at that time the bud8,which 
bad been for some weeks visible, began to swell, and also several oth- 
ers made their appearance, until Thursday, Ausr. 6, when the growth 
became very rapid, and on Sunday, Aug. 9, in the evening, two buds 
expanded their beautiful and fragrant flowers; the other buds were 
soon after dropped, and, since that time, all appearance of flowering 
has ceased. The number of flowers expanded on this plant, during 
the season, has been seven — three on Friday, April 34, two on Thurs- 
day, June 11, and two on Sunday, Aug. S.^F., Salemt Oct, 1840. 

The Mexico appte. — Some time since we received from a lady in 
Canterbury, Coim., some specimens of an apple, accompanied with 
other fruite, under the name of Mexico apple. The fruit is one of 
the very best of the autumn varieties, of large size and handsome 
appearance, resembling, in shape, somewhat the pearmain. We 
presented our correspondent, Mr. Manning, with a specimen or two 
of the fruit, and he pronounced it a very superior variety, and quite 
new to him* From the circumstance that it was unknown to most 
fruit cultivators, we requeste<l some information respecting the varie- 
ty, whether it was supposed to be a native, or of foreign origin. 
Through the kind attention of our correspondent, we learn the follow- 
ing facts in relation to this fruit: — 

The Mexico apple was first brought to the town of Canterbury, 
Conn., about sixty years since, by a Methodist clergyman from Rhode 
Island. The gentleman who is knowing to this was born and brought 
up in the town, but afterwards removed to Litchfield, where he now 
resides, and from whom this statement was obtained, and he subse- 
quently took with him some of the scions to i^raA other trees; these 
trees have long been in bearing, but the fruit is not so large and fair 
as that produced in Canterbury. The first trees known to our cor- 
respondent- were in Canterbury; this was about thirty years ago, and 
the trees were then of very large size. For a long period there were 
no others in the town« and the owners of the tree of\en sent the fruit 
to their friends, and occasionally invited them, when it was ripe, to 
come and join them in a feast of Mexico apples. 

The late Dr. Harris, of Canterbury, who had a farm upon which 
was a great variety of good fruit, and from whence the specimens were 
obtained which we received, esteeme<l the Mexico apple as one of the 
finest varieties he possessed. He took particular pains to have a good 
number of the trees, and there are now probably growiug upon the 
farm (now in the possession of his family,) a dozen or more, in full 
bearing state. The fruit appears to vary much in different situations, 
accormng to localitv, soil» kc, and Dr. Harris, in selecting his scions, 
took them from only such trees as produced fair and full sized fruit. 
Bv pursuing this course, the trees which he grafted produce apples 
of better quality than any other in the neighborhood or Canterbury. 
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The ftpple is a large red frait, about the size of the Baldwin, though 
more in shape of the old pearmain: we doubt not, from what we have 
learnt by extensive inouiry, that it is not known to nurserymen, and is 
Dot found in their catalogueai If, on some farther inquiry, this should 
prove true, we shall endeavor to introduce it to the notice of cultivat- 
ors, and endeavor to fei a more authentic account of the tree, in order 
to ascertain whether it is a native variety. — Ed, 

SeedUng dahlias. — My seedling dahlias were all killed by the frost 
on the 17th inst. I have saved one hundred roots of the most prom* 
ising for flowering next year, and if they prove to be any thing equal 
to what they have been this season, you may expect to see some as 
fine ones as the Hero of Tippecanoe. There was something very 
singular about them: there were from eleven to thirteen hundred 
plants; they nearly all flowered, and I do not think there were over 
two to the hundred with single flowers. — Your$y T. Hancoek^ Bw* 
htwhn, N. J., Ocl., 1840. 

plr. Hancock pursues the right course to procure new varieties. 
It IS of very little use to plant a few seeds, and raise flfly, or perhaps 
one hundred plants. The chance is so small, in such a limited num- 
ber, of obtaining a good flower, that the experiment only ends in dis- 
appointment. But when ten or twelve hundred plants can be grown 
in one season, and from one sowing, there is some probability that a 
dozen of good varieties may be selected out. Seedlings may be al- 
most as easily raised as potatoes, and by giving them common fleld 
cultivation, is all that is necessary; all that promise well the first year 
may be tried a second, and the refuse thrown away. When grown 
a second season their merits will be apparent, and the selection may 
be then made of varieties deemed worthy of permanent cultivation.-* 
JEdm 

Wwtester HarHeuUural Society, — We are glad to have it in our 
power to state, that a Horticultural Society has been formed in the 
town of Worcester. The first meeting was held on the 19th of Sep- 
tember, a constitution was adopted| and the following officers chosen 
for the ensuing year. 

Dr, John Green, Pre$iderU. 

Dr. Samuel B. Woodward, Stephen Salisbury, V. Fre$H$. 

Dr. John Park, Isaac Davis, £. F. Dixie, S. D. Spurr, T. Cham- 
berlain, Nathaniel Stowell, A. D. Foster, Lewis Chapin, J. 6. Ken- 
dall, Emory Washburn, Trustees. 

William Lincoln, Dr. Joseph Sargent, Cor. Seeretaries. 

Benjamin Hey wood, L. L. Newton, I. C. B. Davis, Rec. 8ee*r%e$, 

An Exhibition was ap|>ointed to take place on the ISth, 14th, and 
15th of October, at the Town Hall, and various committees were 
chosen to carry the same into effect. We were present at the exhi- 
bition, and feel much gratification in saying it was worthy of the town, 
and reflected great credit upon the gentlemen who were foremost in 
forming the Society. As we shall give a report of the exhibition, in 
our December number, we shall not remark upon the same here, oth- 
erwise than to say, that if the first exhibition is any index of the future 
•hows, they will be very splendid. Premiums were awarded for the 
best specimens of apples, pears, grapes, flowers, and vegetables. Sev- 
eral amateurs and gentlemen, around Boston, contributed very liberal- 
ly to the display of flowers and fruits.— f^. 

Oreat crop of Tippecanoe pumpkins. — In our last volume, (V., p. 
4SS,) we noticed the sreat crop ofpumpkins, produced from two seeds 
only, in the garden of E. H. Derby, Esq., Salem, Mass. This season 
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Mr. Derby planted several rods of ^vnd with tbem. The seeds 
were sown about the middle of May, in hills, nine feet apart, with a 
good allowance of manure in each hill. The vines grew very luxuri- 
antly, and the whole ground seemed to be literally covered with 
pumpkins. Some of the largest weighed one hundred and sixteen 
pounds each. In order to ascertain the weight of the whole crop, Mr. 
Derby sent one wagon load to the public scales, and found the weight 
to be one thousand eight hundred and ten pounds. The same wagon 
was used to pot in the remainder of the crop, and was filled in the 
same manner as the one sent to be weighe<l. There were twelve 
loads, and part of a one, weighing five hundred pounds, making, in 
the whole, twenty-two thousand two hundred and twentv pounds, or 
fit the rate of fift^ thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight pounds to 
the acre. The n-uit appears richer, the meat much thicker, and the 
shell softer than the common pumpkin, and are admirably adapted to 
the feeding of stock. Mr. Derby has kindly offered to furnish seed to 
any person who may wish for them. — Ed. 

Andenipear treei. — ^The old pear tree, planted in 1628, by Gov. 
Endicott, on his farm in Danvers, is yet in full life, and has this year 
produced a good crop of pears. It is a Bon Chretien. 

In Eastham, Cape Cod, is another pear tree, planted in 1640, by 
Gov. Prince, in his garden. It is a flourishing lofty tree, and produc- 
es, on an average, fifteen bushels a year. — {New$pti^er.) 

In Sandwich, Cape Cod, we noticed, the last part of August, a very 
large and flourishing pear tree, which, to all appearance, we judg- 
ed to be from one hundred to two hundred years old. It is fifqr 
feet high. It produced a considerable quantity of pears the past sea- 
son, and we tasted the fruit. It appeared to be a oon Chretien, and 
probably may have been brought from Eastham. Upon a close ex- 
amination of the tree, however, we could not discover any appear- 
ance of its having been grafted. It may, possibly, be a seedling varie- 
ty.— £tf. 

Be$trmetion of Mr, ThorbtamU green-howe hyjire. — Mr. Thor- 
burn's new green-house and conservatory, at Astoria, L. I. was con- 
sumed by fire on the morning of the 31st of October, together with the 
whole collection ofcameUias,consi8ting of eight hundred plants,bestdes 
a large and miscellaneous collection of other plants. Some account 
appears in a previous page, of Mr. Thorburn's establishment, as 
lately filled up, and we regret to learn the destruction of so large a 
number of camellias, among which were many specimens which can- 
not be replaced. — Ed, 

The Exhibiiion of the Brooklyn HortieuUural Society took place the 
early part of October. We are sorry to learn that but very little in- 
terest was manifested by the members in the exhibition, and that the 
display was not so fine as was anticipated. We also fear, from in- 
forinstion derived from a gentleman connected with the Society, that 
it will be hardly possible to sustain it under any circumstances. Mr. 
fiecar, the President, has been indefatigable in his exertions to keep 
up the interest, but, notwithstanding his efforts, every thing has prov- 
ea unavailing. We exceedingly regret that this is the case, and^ we 
yet trust that one more effort will be made to prevent the Society 
from becoming extinct. — £d. 

Horticulture in the Diitriet of CoZttm6»a.-^Horticulture, in this 
District, is far behind Massachusetts. Still there is a spirit of emula- 
tion arising among the principal amateurs and practical men, whieh 
will have a good tendency to spread a tasto for plants. There wa« 
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an exhibition of the Columbian Horticultural Society, in Wasbio^n, 
the latter part of September, wbicb went off very well. Mr- fiuist 

Sroduced some very fine dahlias: he is doing much business in plants. 
ly employer, Mr. Robinson, is making many improvements, and is 
addinff many choice fruits and fine plants to his collection. — Your$f 
W. yow^gt Georgeiwm, D. C, Oct. 15, 1840. 

SHAvia Tenbrex, — We have now, (Oct. 28th,) notwithstandin(|[ ser- 
eral severe fVosts, in |)erfect bloom, a fine plant of this newly mtro- 
duced and showy species of iS41via. It is a very hardy annual. The 
seeds were sown m May, in a frame, and the plants removed to the 
border in June, where they made a vij|[orous growth. In September, 
the plants commenced throwing up their flower stems, though some of 
them did not appear until October. The plants grew stocky at the 
root, and spread their leaves upon the surface of the ground; the 
flower stems are thrown up from ten to fifleen inches long, with small 
laterals, and terminated with spikes of deep blue flowers, six inches 
in length. This plant is almost the only one whose flowers remain 
wholly uninjured ov the weather, up to this time, and on this account 
it is a most desirable one for the garden. In the bouquet, the spikes 
of rich blue flowers are a fine addition, especially at this season of 
the year, when there are so few things in the open garden of any 
beauty. — £tf. 

The wonderful CaUfomian f/okeat, — Another subject for humbug 
and speculation has been revived, (though said to be entirely new,) 
in an article called the Californian, though undoubtedly properly, the 
Egyptian wheat. A correspondent of the JSttnerican frontier commu« 
nicates the following information, which he says he received in a let- 
ter from a gentleman in South Carolina. The wheat was brought 
to South Carolina from the Osage nation, by Col. Spieren, who had 
been sent to them, as a commissioner, by the President of the United 
States^ Mr. Spieren brought seven heads : he gave the writer one, 
and he then offered him five dollars a head for the other six; he, how- 
ever, afterwards gave him the six heads to cultivate, on condition that 
he would give him half of the crop. He sowed the wheat on the 3d 
day of January, 1840, in drills eighteen inches apart in the drill; eve- 
nr seed came up, and each seed produced a stool of from twenty to 
ot^ stems or straws. Each head of wheat contained one hundred 
to one hundred and ^(ii seeds, and there were about ten thousand 
beads produced from the six planted; the wheat was planted so 
late that it was injured by heavy rains; but it was, notwithstand- 
ing, very strong, and those who saw it speak of it as '^indescriba- 
bly grand." 

The cultivator offers the wheat for sale at five dollars (!) a head. 
Now Mr. George B. Smith, and other able gentlemen, pronounce 
this wheat as nothing more than the Egyptian wheat, an "explod- 
ed humbug," and it is now only brous^ht up again, to cajole the 
honest farmer out of his money, and mduce him to cultivate this 
worthless variety. The two thousand heads, at five dollars each, 
would amount to a neat little sum, only ten thousand dollars. Ev- 
ery farmer who tries it will not only lose his money, but his labor 
also.— £J. 

Norton*9 Firgima $eedling grme. — A gentleman in Manchester, 
Virginia, offers for sale several hundred roots of this new, and, 
aaid to be, " splendi4f and deservedly popular " variety. " It 
possesses, in an eminent degree, the following qualities: — it will 
endoro any climate of our country j it grows very rapidly; it is 
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a most abundftDt bearer, and always perfecting all die fhiit form- 
ed in the spring; is esteemed equal, if not superior, to anv other 
in the United states, for making wine; and, when perfeotly ripe, 
is the most deNcate and delicious grape for the table I hare ever 
tasted." Orders addressed to Mr. £. M. Burfoot, Manchester, Va., 
will meet with attention, a;id the vines forwarded to the direction 
reouired. — Ed, 

PrewUum for the de$truetion of the ro$e $hig. — Will the discovery 
of a remedy of this pest cover the mischief done to this fine plant? 
A new foe seems to have come in to its work of destruction this sea* 
•on, in the form of a small green fly, a thrips, perchance. Have 
you seen it? Such an insect has done me more mischief than the old, 
aiimy, black, rosebush slug. — X. 

Qture, — I have noticed, on the tables of the Massachusetts Horti- 
eultural Society, a new species of dahlia, (D, rdpens:) a poor name, 
by the way. Could you refer me, Mr. Editor, to any description of 
the species? A republication of such a description, if to be found in 
anj English work of floriculture, would be gratifying to— ^il Jld- 
mtrer of new ftower$. 

Vineyards in Cineinnati, Ohio, — Mr. Longwortb, of Cincinnati, 
baa long been a cultivator of vines, and has manufactured some 
very superior wine. He has one vineyard, leased to Mr. Mottier, 
who is bis own t^fgneron. It is kept in fine order, every thing 
neat and business like. There are about seven acres planted, only 
two thirds of which are yet in bearing. The varieties found to suit best 
are the Catawba, Isabella and Black Cape, [fs the latter a na- 
tive? if so, it is wholly unknown here. — Kd,] The two first Mr, 
Mottier finds to be not such regular bearers as the last, but al* 
ways produce a part crop, and about every third year a full one. 
The Cape rarely misses a fair crop, but the wine requires age, and 
when kept seven or eij^ht years, almost equals the Catawba. The 
Isabella makes good wine, and is best used the second year, when 
it is somewhat of a Mweet wine. The Catawba is decideiily the 
best grape for wine-makinir, being on an average very productive, 
the yield of juice unusually great, and the wine, at three years 
old, superior to any Madeira, wanting its fiery taste, and surpass- 
ing it in richness and flavor. Its body is such, that there is little 
doubt it could be transported any distance without any necessity 
for the reinforcement which foreign wines receive, previous to being 
•hipped. — (IVeetem Farmer and Gardener,) 



AaT. III. Ma$Baehu$ett$ Horticultural Society, 

Saturdoify Sept. 526, 1840. — An adjourned meeting— the President 
in the chair. Prof. J. L. Russell was admitted a corresponding mem- 
ber of the Society. 

A report was read by the chairman of the Library Committee. The 
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report stated that the committee had procuredi or made arrangements 
to procure, the folio winir works :-^ 

Maclotodh's Flower Garden, Green-house and Orchard, 8 vols.-— 
Kollar on insects, 1 vol. — Iconography of the Camellia; in folio num- 
bers,, monthly: by the Abbe Berl^se.-f-Loudon's Arboretum et Fruc- 
ticetum Britannicuin; 8 vols. 8vo. — Loudon's Suburban Gardener; 1 
vol. 8vo. — Loudon's Encyclopedia of Cottage and Village Architec- 
ture: 1 large vol. 8vo. — Repton's Landscape Gardenin^r; 1 vol. 8vo. 
By «f. C. Loudon. — Mrs. Loudon's Flower Garden of Ornamental 
Annuals; 1 vol. quarto.— Audubon's Birds of America; in semi- 
monthly numbers. — Catalogue of the London Horticultural Society, 
last edition. — Loudon's Gardener's Magazine, vols. xv. and xvi., for 
1839 and 1840.— Amounting, in all, to about one hundred dollars, ex- 
clusive of Audubon's Birds of America, which will cost twenty-five 
dollars, yearly, til] completed. The report was accepted, and, there 
being no other business, the meeting dissolved. 

Eihikited. — Fruit:— From F. Tudor, from his garden at Nahant, 
the following pears, remarkable for their beauty and size, viz: — Biif- 
fum. Pope's Quaker, Bezi Vaet, Bleeker's Meadow, Belle et Bonne 
and Napoleon: the tree from which the latter were taken was remov- 
ed on the 27ih of April, and the tree carried twenty miles to where it 
is now growing, at Nabant; it is six or eight feet high, and full of 
fine wood, having been trained as an espalier; also russet Gourmand 
apples. From S. Kidder, Medford, very fine Catawba grapes. From 
B. Guild and H. J. How, Isabella grapes. 

From the President, Mr. Vose, yellow rareripe and orange cling- 
stone peaches. From S. Walker, pears, without name; also, Bur- 
nett pears, received from Dr. Burnett, of Soutbboroufrb. From S. 
Downer, Catawba, Isabella, Pond's jeedling, and Miller Burgundy 
grapes. From S. G. Coolidge, Watertown, apples without name. 
From William Hurd, Newion, blood peaches, quinces, and two kinds 
of apples, supposed the spice and Harvey. 

Oct, 8. — JStmual meeting for the choice of offieen. — The annual 
meeting for choice of officers, for the ensuing year, was held thia 
day, agreeably to the constitution of the Society. Mr. Walker, from 
the committee appointed to nominate a list of candidates for the en- 
suing year, reported a ticket, which was accepted. The members 
then proceeded to ballot. 

Messrs. Grosvenor and French were appointed a committee to sort 
and count the votes. The whole number cast was thirty-two, and 
the following gentlemen were elected officers of the Society for 1841, 
viz:— 

PrtHdent, M. P. Wilder. 

rf<?«-Fre«rf«n<s.— William Oliver, B. V. French, Jonathan Win- 
ship, C. Newhall. 

iVMnirer.— Samuel Walker. 

Corresponding Secretary, — R. T. Paine. 

Recording Secretary. — E. M. Richards. 

Council, — S. Downer, A. Aspinwall, T. Lee, William Oliver, Jon- 
athan Winship, B. V. French, £. M. Richards. L. P. Grosvenor, 
P. B. Hovev, Jr., R. Manning, O. Johnson, W. Kenrick. 

Prof of Botany and Vegetable Phynology.-^John Lewis Russell, 
A. M. 

Prof ofEntymology.'-T. W. Harris, M. D. 

Prof of Horticultural Chemistry. ^S. L. Dana, M. D. 

VOL. VI. — NO. XI. 55 
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STAVDItre COMMITTVBB. 

Committee ffnFruih. — R. Manning, chairman; B. V. Freneby Wil- 
liam Oliver, S. Downer, P. B. ilovey, Jr., L. P. OrosTenor, W. Ken- 
rick, J. A. Konrick, S. Pond, J. L. L. F. Warren, O. Johnson. 

Committee on Flovfers.-^C, M. Hovey, chairman: D. Haggenton, 
Joseph Breck, S. 3v^oetser, S. R. Johnson, W. £. Carter, Josiah 
Scickney. 

Committee on Vegetable*. — S. Pond, chairman; P. B. Hovey, Jr., 
Rufus Howci John Hovey, A. D. Williams> Joseph fireck, J. A. 
Kenrick. 

Committee on the Library, — T. Loe, chairman; R. T. Paine, Wil- 
liam Oliver, C. K. Dillawny, C. M. Hovev, R. Manning. 

Committee on Synonyms of Fruit, — R. Manning, chairman; S. 
Downer, E. M. Ricnards, W. Kenrick. 

ExeetUive Committee. — M. P. Wilder, chairman; William Oliver, 
B. V. French, E. M. Richards, C. M. Hovev. 

Finance Committee.-— E. Vose, chairman; W. Oliver, B. V. French. 
^ Mr. Vose, in retiring from the chair, which situation he had oceu- 

Sied for six or seven yearn, exprensed his gratification in leaving the 
ociety in a state so much more pros|»erous than when he first en- 
tered upon the duties of his office. At that time, the treasury was 
completely exhausted, and the Societv in debt — now, it was in a 
prosperous condition, with a surplus fund fully adequate to its pres- 
ent wants. He also expressed to the members the gratitude which 
he felt in being so well sustained in his efforts to serve the Society t» 
the best of his ability. In taking his official leave of the Society, he 
b de them farewell. 

The President elect, Col. Wilder, then took the chair. The hon- 
or, to him, he said, had been unexpected, and he felt that a task had 
devolved upon him, to fulfil the duties of the office, af^er the untiring 
efforts of tne able gentleman who had preceded him. If, however, 
the members would ^ive him their indulgence, he would endeavor to 
discharge his duties m such a manner as to serve the l>« at lateresta of 
the Society. 

P. Wain Wright, Jr. was admitted a subscription member. 

The meeting was adjourned for three weeks, to Saturday, Octo- 
ber 34th. 

jBxAt^iftfi.— Flowers:— The exhibition of dahlias, at this meeting, 
was remarkably fine. The weather, during the week, had been 
eool, with a cloudy sky, and frequent refreshing showers, whk^h 
brouj^ht out an abundance of superb flowers: consequently, the ex- 
hibition was far finer than we had ever previously seen it, at tbo 
room. The following cultivators contributed to tbe dbplay. 

From S. Walker, upwards of a hundred fiowers, many very 
fine, and a few extra, viz: Fire-ball, Suffolk Hero, Dodd*s Mary, 
and Eva. From M. P. Wilder, about a hundred blooms, many of 
them new and fine, particularly Yorkshire Hero, Ben Johnson, 
Maresfield Hero, Premier, Topaz, &c. From J. Stickney, sixty 
flowers, among them Essex Rival, Ne Plus Ultra, and Miss John- 
son, superb. From Hovey & Co., upwards of fiAy blooms, includ- 
ibg some splendid specimens of Royal Standard, Splendissima, and 
Oen. Washington. From J. Breck & Co., fifty blooms, some of 
them fine. From D. Macfntyre, forty blooms; of the number, Cas- 
tanda and Eva were extra. From S. Sweetser, forty blooms, Mrs. 
Cox among them, beautiful. From T. Mason, forty blooms. From 
J. L. L. F. Warren, thirty blooms. From J. A, Kenrick, twenty 
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bloomi. From R. Howe, twenty blooms. Bouquets of flowers 
from S. Walker, J. Hovey, and W. Renrick. 

Fruits: — From M. P. Wilder, a specimen of the Thompson pear, 
a variety of much merit, juicy, and. highly perfumed with rose. 
From £. Vose, handsome specimens of winter Warden pears, and 
Hawthomdean apples. From S. Downer, Snow apples. From L. 
P. Grosvenor, ffreen Sylvan^, Urbaniste, Wilkinson, Passe Col- 
mar, and Dr. Hunt's Connecticut pears, and a variety without name; 
also, specimens of the Chandler apple, from the origmal free. From 
T. TuAs, Meilford, apples without name. From L. Dana, Ded'^ 
ham, apples without name. From J. Fisher, Brookline, Passe Col- 
mar pears. From J. L. L. F. Warren, Isabella grapes. 

From Capt. Geo. Lee, Cambridge, beautiful and extra sized Rib* 
■tone pippin apples. From Capt. J. DeWolf, Brij|[hton, two varie- 
ties of apples called the Seek-no-further and Baidwm, but which the 
committee did not recognize as such. From J. G. Whitingt Dedbam^ 
St. Michael pears, and a large Sugar pear from a seedling tree, tQ- 
gether with one variety unknown. From Cspt. F. W. Macondry, 
one pears without name. From £• Sharp, handsome Wilkinson 
pears. From G. Bird, Walpole. apples, without name. From 
Uen. J. Newhall, Lynnfield, seedling apples — good specimens, but 
not in eating. From J. Harris, Boston, beautiful St. Michael pears. 
From J. Dunklee, Brighton, blue pearmain apples. From J. Bur^ 
rell, Quincy, seedling pears, raised by himself; the committee pro- 
nounced them beautiful, and fine flavored, and named the variety the 
Burrell pear. 

Dahlia Exhibition. 
Sahtrda^y Oct, 10. — At this meeting, a dahlia show for prizes took 
place. Several of the principal cultivators, desirous of increasing 
the taste for dahlias, ana encouraging their growth, deemed it advis- 
able, from the mat perfection of the specimens during the favorable 
autumn, to bold an exhibition for prizes; the premiums to be made 
up fVom the number of contributors to the diflerent classes. The fol- 
lowing schedule of prizes was drawn up. 

Class I. 
For the best twelve dissimilar blooms. 
For the second best twelve dissimilar blooms. 
Entrance^ one dollar. 

Class H. 
For the best six dissimilar blooms. 
For the second best six dissimilar blooms. 
Entrance, fifly cents. 

Class III. 
For the best specimen bloom. 
For the second best specimen bloom. 
Entrance, twenty-five cents. 
The weather continued fine and without frost up to the 17th of the 
month, and the exhibition at this meetipg was one of the finest of the 
season: the specimens were never seeli in a mbre perfect state; and 
the lateness of the day gave several growers an opportunity to dis- 
play some new kinds which had not previously flowered. 

There were ten entrances for each class. The chairman of the 
Flower Committee had appointed judges, who were not competi 
tors, but one of the gentlemen, being unable to be present, the com- 
mittee appointed Mr. P. Barnes in his place. The judges con- 
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Mttd of Mefltrs. J. W. Ranell, Wm. Leatbe, and P. Barnes. Tfaey 
made up their award as folto wb, which was read to the committee 
by the chairman, at 3 o'clock. 

Class L 

For the best twelve dissirailar blooms: — Ne Plus Ultra, Lewesham 
Rival, Dodd's Mary, Fire Ball, Virgin Queen, Eva, Countess ofTor- 
rington, Reliance, Purple Perfection, Marshal Soult, Maresfield He- 
ro. Clark's Julia— to J. Stickney, a premium of 95. 

For the second best twelve dissimilar blooms :^Hope, Unique, 
Marshal ^Sou It, Splendissima, Gen. Washington, Horticulturalist, 
Duchess of Richmond, Royal Standard, Marquis of Northampton, 
Striata formosissima. Mount Pleasant Rival, and Yellow Perfection^ 
to Hovey & Co., a premium of $3. 

Class II. 

For the best six dissimilar blooms: — Marsfa'al Soolt, Unique, Splen- 
dissima, Royal Standard, Horticulturalist, and Gen. Washington 
—to Hovey & Co., a premium of $4. 

For the second best six dissimilar blooms :—Te]low Perfection, 
Dodd's Mary, Sulphurea elesans, Suffolk Hero, Napoleon, Unique 
—to P. Barnes, a premium of $3. 

Class III. 

For the best specimen bloom: — Suffolk Hero— to P. Barnes, a 
premium of #3. 

For the second best specimen bloom: — Duchess of Richmond — ^to 
Josiah Stickney, a premium of #1.50. 

The stands, taken together, were all finer than had ever been ex- 
hibited in the Society's room, and the judges must have had a difficult 
task to make their award; where stands approach so near to all the 
pro()erties of fine specimens, it reouires a nice discrimination to de- 
cide to whom the prizes belong. 1 he committee were well acquaint- 
ed with the qualities of a good flower, and their award has, we be- 
lieve, given satisfaction to all the exhibitors. 

The following are the contributions of dahlias, &.C., in addition to 
the above: — 

From J. Stickney, one hundred knd twenty-five handsome blooms, 
many of them very beautiful. From P. Barnes, twenty-five blooms. 
From H. W. Dutton, twenty-five blooms. From Capt. Macoudry, 
twenty blooms. From J. J. Lowe, seventy-five blooms, some of 
them fine. From J. Breck & Co., sixty blooms. 

From M. P. Wilder, twenty-five blooms; among them, Dane-Croft 
Rival, a fine scarlet; Primrose, and Eva. From Hovey & Co., sev- 
enty-five blooms, some of them superb. From J. Hovey, forty 
blooms. From S- Walker, one hundred and twenty-five blooms, 
among them several superb Suffolk Heroes. 

Bouquets, from S. Walker, W. Kenrick. and J. Hovey. 

Oct. 17. — Exhibited, Flowers:— From J. Stickney, one hundred 
dahlias — among them Ne Plus Ultra (superb,) Essex Rival, Hope, 
Unique, Virgin Queen, Sec. From P. Barnes, twenty-five dahlias. 
From H. W. Dutton, forty dahlias. 

Bouquets, from J. Hovey and W. Kenrick. 

Fruits: — From the President, Beurr^ Diel and Automne Superb 
pears, the former a fine fruit. From J. P. Cushing, handsome spe- 
cimens of the St, Michael, Passe Colmar, St. Germain, Duchess of 
Angouleme, Chaumontel, and one variety of pear unknown, all irom 
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espalier trees. From E. A. Rand, Newburyport, Chaomontel, Lew- 
b's winter Catherine, Messire Jean, and Cross pears, the latter a 
seedling, orii;inated in Newbury port; they were not in eating~tbe 
committee will report on them at a future day. From £. M. Rich- 
ards, Boxford ana Lyscom apples, and Capsheaf and St. Michael 
pears. 

From J. Hooper, Jr., Marblehead, some uncommonly laree and 
fair specimens of the following: pears :~ Josephine, Beurre Diel, 
Duchess d'An^ouleme, Passe Colmar, and a knid, name unknown, 
ail from trees imported and planted last spring. From Rev. W. Al- 
len, North Andover, apples without name. From M, P. Sawyer, 
Wilkinson pears. From Dr. Harris, beautiful Dix |)ears, well ri|)en- 
ed from the original tree. From £. Vose, King of Pippin apples, a 
new and beautiful variety, but not in eating. From Col. Daggett, 
Andover, common apples without name. From R. Mantling, Beur- 
re Bronze, and Bearri von Marum, and Croft Castle pears; the lat- 
ter one of Mr. Knight's seedlings, trees of which were sent, 8om« 
years ago, to the Hon. J. Lowell. Mr. Manning thinks it will not be 
excelled by any of the large pears produced by Mr. Knight. From 
J. C. Dodge, Attleboro', Isabella.grapes, ripened under glass. From 
Dr. Green, Worcester, sweet russet apples. From J. Hovey, fin« 
quinces. 

From Hovey & Co., a specimen of the Baltimore apple, (figur- 
ed in the //orffcu/lKra/ I'ransaetiotUy Vol. HI.,) and undoubtedly 
true; also, an apple, presumed the Drop d'Or, figured in Ronald} 
both of them were produced on dwarf trees, and were very hand- 
some. From S. Pond, Dix pears, and Isabella grapes. From W. 
fi. Montague, a basket of apples, from a tree planted out by Pere- 
grine White, the first white male born in New England. From I. P. 
Davis, Tallman sweet apples, from the garden of Mr. Tallman, New 
Bedford; a fine table and baking fruit. 

Oct. d4.— An adjourned meeting from the 8d inst — ^the President 
10 the chair. 

A committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Walker and 
Stickney, to present to Mr. Dabney, consul nt Fayal, from the Socie- 
ty, a variety of seeds and plants, in return for bis liberal donation of 
seeds, sent to the Society last spring. 

Messrs. P. 6. Seabury, New Bedford, and Bartlett, Boston, 

were admitted subscription members. 

The meeting adjourned two weeks, to Nov. 7, 1840, at 11 o'clock. 

Exhibited. Flowers: — From J. Stickney, fifty or sixty bandsome 
dahlias. From H. W. Dotton, a variety of dahlias. From P, 
Barnes, dahlias; and from F. B. Crowninsbield,. several dahlias. 

Fruit: — From the President, Glout Morceau and Bleeker's Mead- 
ow pears, the latter fine specimens; it is a very good variety, but not 
•o remarkable as was originally stated; its hign flavor is its principal 
recommendation. From S. VValker, Burgomaster pears. From £. 
Cruft, Boston, beautiful Duchess d'Angouleme, St. Germain, and 
Piatt's Bergamot pears, all of large size. From B. V. French, Wil- 
kinson, Bleeker's Meadow, Beurr^ Von Marum, and Phillips pears. 
From S. Pond, fine Dix pears, and Isabella grapes. From H. J* 
How, very superior Isabella grapes, all well ripened, bunches full 
and good size. From Hon. Charles Jackson, Brookline, Passe Col- 
mar DjBars, and a variety unknown, supposed by some to be the 
Heatncot. 
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Art. IV. Faneuil Hall Market. 



Potaloei* new: 

J per b»vrel, . . 
* ( per bushel, . , 

»^^ ' 5perb<Mbel,.. 

Swvoty per busbel, ••••.• 
Tivrnips: 

Common, per bushel,. . . . 

Ruta Baga, per bushel,. . . 
Onions: 

Neir white, per bunch,. .. . 

Red, per bunch, 

Yelloir, per bushel 

White, per bushel, 

Beets, per bushel, 

Oarrou, per bushel 

Parsnips, per bushel, 

Shallots, per pound, 

Owrlic, per pound, 

Honeraaish, per pound .... 

CMag—t Satadt, fye. 

Oabhages, per doxan: 

Savoy 

Drumhead.. •.. 

Red Dutch 

Brocoli, each, 

Osnliflowers, each, 

Celery, per root,. ...•.•••• 

Lattooe, per head, 

ToBsatoes, per half peck,. . . 

Cucumbers, (pickled) pr nl. 

Feppers, (pickled) per gallon 



Pse ofuC Smut Hah; 



From 


to 


«cts. 


«cts. 


1 25 


1 60 


60 


75 


1 00 





60 


.» 


1 75 


2 25 


1 00 




100 


— 


874 


60 


874 


60 


4 


6 


4 


5 


624 


75 


75 


1 00 


60 


624 


60 




75 


_ 


20 


..^ 


12i 


_» 


10 


124 


60 




60 


75 


75 





124 


25 


124 


25 


8 


124 


6 




20 


25 


25 


^m 


871 


" 


25 




17 


20 


6 


124 


6 


124 


6 


— 



Squathtt and Pumpkitu, 

Sqnashes, per pound: 

Autumnal ALirrow, 

Winter crookneck, 

Pumpkins, each. . , 

Fruit; 

Apples, dessert: 

(yummon, per bu&hel, .... 

Extra, per buslwl, 

Baldwins, per barrel, .... 

Russetta, per barrel, 

Greenings, per barrel .... 

Pearmaiun, per barrel, . . . . « 

N. Y. Pippins, per barrel, 1 

Sweet, per barrel, H 

Hub*Blon Nonsuch, pr bbl. 2 

Spioe apples, per barrel,. 

Dried apples, per pound,. 
Pears, per half piH:k : 

Bieeker's Meadow, 

Messire Jean 

Common, 

St. Michaels, per doz. . . . 

St. Germain, per dox. . . . 

Brown Beurre, per dos. • . 

Piatt's Bei-samot, per dox. 

St. Michael ^Archangel, ) 
per doien, > 

Baking, per bushel 

Grapes, per pound: 

Bhick Hamburgh, 

White Sweetwater, 

Malaga 

Isabella 

Berberries, per bushel, 

Quinces, per bushel, 

Pine-apples, each, 

Cranberries, per bushel,. . . . 

Lemons, per dozen, 

Oranges, per dozen : 

Sicily, 

Havana, (sweet) 

CThestnuts, per bushel 

Wahiuts, per bushel, 



From 
9cts. 

1 

1 

20 



874 
75 
60 
80 
60 
00 
75 
60 
60 
60 
4 

60 

60 

874 

624 

75 

75 

00 

60 

50 

60 
88 
25 
20 
75 
00 

25 
20 

25 

60 
60 
00 



To 

$cl». 



60 
00 

75 
75 
75 



|2 00 
2 00 

200 
5 



60 
76 



00 
60 



200 



25 
1 00 
8 00 

1 60 
25 



Parsley, per half peck,. 
Sage, per pound,. ..... 

Mbrjorvm, per bunch,. 

Savory, per bunch 

Spearmint, per bunch, . 

RcMAmKB. — Since the date of our last report, there has been a con- 
tinuation of fine weather, almost unprecedented at this season, which 
haa been highly favorable to the harvesting of crops of all kinds. The 
fVost held otf aslateas the 17th, before which period every crop which 
would sustain any injury was gathered. A few fine rains in the early 
part of the month forwarded vegetation very rapidly. 

Potatoes have continued to arrive in such abundance from the east, 
that the market is now more than filled: prices have, in consequence, 
boeo a little depresMd, and the probability is that they will continue 
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ttboat the same until cold weather; Eastporte are fine thif aeason, 
and lower than heretofore; sweet potatoes exceedinaly abnndant, 
and quality very superior. Turnips in quantities, and of hnndsoma 
appearance and size; ruta bagas are now much more extensively 
grown than heretofore. Onions have fallen off in prices since our 
last; a circumstance rather unuttual at this season; crops have beep 
hitfhly favorable, and considerable quantities pushed Into market f*ar- 
lier than usual. Beets abundant, as are also carrot<>, the latter being 
now much more extensively cultivated for stock. Parsnips are now 
brought in of nearly full size. 

Cabbages are well supplied, and the bends are uncommonly well 
filled out. Brocolis and cauliflowers, of very ?iitperior quality, come 
to hand; the market has seldom been so well filled. Celery is good^ 
though the crop is not fullv grown. A few tomatoes yet remain^ 
but the quality is rather inferior. Pickles we include in our quota- 
tion* as they are quite an article of trade. Lettuce has come to band 
the present week, and of fair sized heads. 

In squashes there is but little variation; autumnal marrows, of good 
quality, are plentiful at our quotations, which are a shade lower than 
at the date of our last. There is also a good stock of crookoecka. 
Parsley same as usual. Pumpkins are very cheap. 

Apples remain about the same as our last; the market is now bet- 
ter supplied with a good stock, but there is, however, very little, 
comparatively, doing in this article: Porters are all gone, and, to 
take their place, may be found a few Hubbardston Nonsuch. Pears 
are tolerably plentiful, and of some sorts there has been a larcer 
stock than usual; but the supply is not by any means equal to the de- 
mand : some very showy specimens of Piatt's Bergamot have conn-* 
manded our highest rates. Peaches all gone. Forced grapes are yet 
plentiful, particularly black Hamburghs; Ii>abellas which, a fortnight 
ago, were a great drug, are now in good demand at our prices: a 
great fault most cultivators commit is in picking the fruit too soon; a 
small lot of Malagas has just arrived. Cranberries have advanced a 
shade: the crop has been very large, but great quantities have been 
shipped. Chestnuts have been abundant, but are now in better de* 
mand. Walnuts very plentiful and good.— Jlf. T., Oct. 38, 1840. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

FOB irOVBHBCB. 



rairiT departmbitt. 



The season is now getting so late, that but little more can be done 
in the open garden. After the end of November it will be too late to 

Jdant any thing with good success. The opportunity should tnere- 
bre not be neglected to finish every thing desirable to be donei or 
that can be done, this month, in order to save time in the spring. 
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. Fruit lree$ may yet be planted : if in an exposed aitaatioo, they 
should bestnked, Co prevent their beioif shaken by the wind. 

Strawberry bedi, planted any time during the present fall, should 
be very slightly protected on the approach of cold weather, with a 
few leaves, or coarse littery manure. 

Raspberry vines should be pruned of nil their old wood, and the new 
wood should be prepared, ready to cover with leaves or soil on the 
approach of severe weather. 

Peach trees^ in pots, after the leaves have faUen^ and the weather 
becomes cold, should be removed to the cellar. 

Chape vineSf \n the green-house, or grajifery, will be now dropping 
their leaves. When it is desirous to get rid of them, as soon as pos- 
sible, this may be effected by the aid of a broom, being careful to 
brush the leaves upwards trom the root. 

Fruit trees t trained to whIIs and espaliers, should have the shoots 
loosened from the wall or trellis. 

FLOWER DBPARTMGKT. 

Dahlias should all be taken up immediately, if not already done* 
Place the roots in a dry shed, wnere there is no danger of frost, so 
that most of the earth may be shaken from the roots, when thev may 
be placed in the cellar, frame, or under the stage of the green-bouse. 
See that the labels are pot on so as not to get misplaced. 

Tulips and hyacinths should be planted this months the earlier the 
better. 

Tig:er and white lilies may now be planted out. 

Tuberoses, amaryllises, and other tender bulbs, not taken up, shoald 
be attended to immediately. 

Ixias, sparixis, ^c, not potted, should now he attended to. 

Oxalis Bawiei may now be planted for a succession of flowers. 

Hardy perennial plants. — All transplanting should be finished this 
month. 

Verbenas should be placed in frames, or in the green-house, on the 
approach of severe cold. 

Azaleas should be sparingly watered during November and D^ 
cember. 

Camellias not attended to, as stated in our last, should not be neg^ 
lected any longer, if possible. The seeds should be looked afler, and 
carefully saved. 

Roses^ from layers or cuttings, should be repotted, and the plants 
headed down: cuttins^s may now be put in, and they will make good 
plants by spring. Tender roses in the open garden should be cover- 
ed up, if cold weather ensues. 

Chr%fsanthemvms will need liberal supplies of water, while they are 
flowermg. 

Ranunculuses should be planted this month. See our directions at 
p. 416. 

Paonies mav yet be replanted with success. 

Jinnual seeas, such as rocket larkspurs and others, may be planted 
this month, if forgotten in October. 

Annuals, for flowering in the green-house, should he taken up from 
the border, where they may have come up from self-eown seeds. 
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A RT. I. J{bU$ <m Gardens and ^urseriei. By the Editob. 

During the past season^ our notes on gardens and nur- 
series have not appeared so often as heretofore. Owing to 
circumstances, somewhat beyond our control, it has been im- 

J)ossible for us to visit many of the gardens in the vicinity as 
requently as we have done in previous seasons. So few new 
plants have, however, been introduced within the past year or 
two, that there have been less objects which have been de- 
serving of any extended notice, and, in consequence, we have 
viewed the subject as of less importance than when there 
were hundreds of new plants to be seen, and some description 
of which would have been read with much interest. In our 
next volume, we shall recommence our remarks under this head 
at length, and shall endeavor to embrace in them every thing 
which we may deem worthy of record in 6ur pages. 

But in the place of our notes on gardens in the immediate 
vicinity of the city, we have, from time to time, given some 
acconnt of the progress of horticulture in some of the neigh- 
boring towns, and we believe that they have been as accepta- 
ble as any thing which we could have offered upon those 
5 laces which have repeatedly been the subjects of our pen. 
!*he rapid communication which has within a year or two been 
effected, by the construction of rail-roads, has brought within 
a short distance, places which have formerly heen looked on 
as so far removed from us, that any information upon the taste 
for gardening which might exist, would have b'sen viewed as of 

VOL. VI. — ^NO. XII. 66 
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minor importance, compared with what bad been accoroplisbed 
within the sphere of our acquaintance. To bring into notice 
the many beautiful gardens which are to be found in some of 
these villages, to render them as familiar to our readers as those 
with which they are already acquainted, and, above all, to cre- 
ate a feeling of mutual interest between the amateurs and 
gardeners, which should be of benefit to each, has been 
our sole object, and we believe, we are safe in asserting that 
much good has already resulted from what slight information 
we have spread through our pages. In Worcester, a horti- 
cultural society has been established the past autumn; and so 
easy and rapid is the communication between that town and 
Boston, that many of the amateurs and gardeners, as will be 
seen in another page, contributed largely of both flowers and 
fruits to the exhibition, which was one of great interest. Bos- 
ton has set the example, and we have no doubt that in the 
course of a few years, similar societies will spring up in New 
Bedford, Springfield, Northampton, and other large towns 
throughout the State. Our intention is, to keep our readers 
informed of every thing which transpires, of any interest to 
them, throughout the country; and we shall spare no pains to 
obtain such information as will convey to all the rapid progress 
with which horticulture is advancing in every part of the 
Union. 

Garden of OtU Johnson^ Esq., Lynn, Sept. — ^In July of 
last year we visited Mr. Johnson's garden, and gave a few 
notes thereon, (Vol. V., p. 293.) Since then, Mr. Johnson 
has made some alterations which are worthy of notice at this 
time, although he has not yet fully completed his plan of lay- 
ing out. 

Since our observations, (Vol. V., p. 179, and incidentally 
at other times,) upon planting flowers in groups, on grass 
lawns, several gentlemen have attempted something of the 
kind: among the number we may name Mr. Johnson, whose 
correct taste has enabled him to do so with very good effect. 
In front of his grapery, the ground, occupying a space in front 
of the border, of the length of the grapery, and about twenty 
feet wide, was dug and levelled, and sodded over, in preference 
to planting with grass seed, as the object was to produce im- 
mediate effect. Previous, however, to sodding down, beds 
were marked out, which were to be left vacant, for the pur- 
pose of planting patches of verbenas. These beds were of 
arabesque forms, four in number, one at each corner of the 
ground: in the centre was a large, round bed, six feet in diam- 
eter, left to plant out a group of various colored dahlias. 
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At the period of our visit, the arabesque beds were filled 
with a variety of the showiest verbenas; one of them with the 
Tweediedna and channaedrifolia intermixed; another with the 
iulgens and Tweediedna; the other two with the same kinds, 
and the Eyredna, Binneydna,and Teucroides^ intermixed, pre- 
senting a beautiful display of the various colors. The beds 
were prepared with a rich and light soil, and the growth of all 
the plants was very rapid, and the surface of the beds was one 
mass of blossoms. In the centre bed, a great variety of dahlias 
were planted, the tallest ia the middle, and the dwarfer ones 
outside. The appearance of the whole was highly beautiful, 
and a decided improvement in the aspect of the whole garden. 
The turf had been recently cut, and now presented an even 
and deep green surface. The dry weather of June and July 
would have nearly destroyed all the sodding, had not Mr. 
Johnson taken the precaution to water liberally. 

We have spoken, in our previous notices of Mr. Johnson's 
garden, of the neat manner in which that part of ground de- 
voted to the flower garden is laid out: it is unnecessary to re- 
peat the same again. Every part displayed the same degree 
of superior cleanliness which have always characterized Mr. 
Johnson's grounds; not a weed, a dead stalk, or an unsightly 
looking object of any sort, was to be seen; and every plant, 
not naturally of a trailing habit, was tied up to a neat stick. 
The borders were filled, — not, however, to a crowded state, but 
so as to allow room to every plant, — with all the choicest annuals 
and showy flowers. Among tliose which may be noted down 
as surpassingly fine, was the Ldius jacobae^us. We only saw 
four or five plants in the whole garden, but so strikingly singu- 
lar and elegant were these, that no person could pass them 
without being impressed with their beauty. The plants were 
about eighteen inches high, with large spreading beads, and 
covered with their almost black flowers, in such profusion 
that the slender foliage appeared as if studded with jets. The 
plants were brought forward by planting in a frame or the grap- 
ery, and when an inch or two high were transplanted into the 
border; the seeds do not vegetate freely, unless in a strong 
heat, and the flowers remain so long expanded, that it is rarely 
any seeds are perfected. A number ol very handsome carna- 
tions were intermixed with monthly roses, heliotropes, and 
other plants. Several plants of Fuchsia gr&cilis were loaded 
with their pendulous crimson and purple blossoms. 

The grapes in the grapery have borne a very heavy crop: 
they were all cut, however, at the time, and the wood for an- 
other year was ripening off. Mr. Johnson manages bis grape - 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



444 ^otes on Gardens and ^ISirstries. 

Tj bimseir, but, notwithstanding, he produces as great a crop 
as is obtained by some of the most experienced gardeners. In 
regard to the size of the clusters and berries, and the color, the 
specimens which he has shown, from time to time, have been 
very superior. The peaches on the trellis, on the back wall^ 
bore a small quantity. 

In the back garden, which was added last year, were some 
excellent crops of vegetables: the fence which separated the 
two lots was not yet removed, but as soon as the hedge which 
has been planted has grown up, it will be taken away; many al- 
terations will then take place, which we shall notice at a future 
time. 

Mr. Sweetser^s garden^ FuUon Village^ Wobumy ^ug. — 
We have already informed our readers, that Mr. Sweetser had 
removed from Cambridgeport to Woburn, where be has com- 
menced operations in gardening on a considerably larger scale 
than at his former place. The grounds are of considerable ex- 
tent, upwards of thirteen acres, containing a variety of soil and 
aspect, and including a pond of water. Our object, at this 
time, is not to give a particular description of the plan — as we 
hope to have the pleasure of doing this at another opportunity, 
somewhat in detail, and accompanied with several engravings 
— but merely to note what improvements have already beeo 
made by Mr. Sweetser. 

Fulton Village is about ten miles from Boston, and is with- 
in thirty minutes' ride by the Lowell rail-road, which passes 
through, or rather adjoins, Mr. Sweeiser's grounds for many 
rods. The house is seen to great effect from the rail-road, 
and when the planting is completed around it, the effect will be 
much heightened. The house is well designed, and a hand- 
some specimen of villa architecture. 

Mr. Sweetser did not remove to Woburn until April, and 
every thing that has been done in the way of planting has been 
executed since that period; and when we state that over two 
thousand trees were set out in the spring, it will be giving Mr. 
Sweetser considerable credit for his efforts to embellish the 
grounds. A grc^' number of herbaceous plants were also set 
out; besides some fruit trees, a variety of strawberries, rasp- 
berries, currants, and beds of rhubarb, asparagus, &c., and dur- 
ing the season Mr. Sweetser has produced many melons, egg 
plants, &c. &c. 

The green-house and hot-house, which was erected last au- 
tumn, and the plants removed into it at that time, is about 
sixty-five feet long, divided by a partition, the hot-house occu- 
pying about one third of the space. A border was made to 



Digitized by 



Google 



M>te8 on Gardens and iM^urseries. 445 

the bouse, and grape vines planted out in May, several of which 
bad made a tolerably good growth up to August. The hot* 
house contains a pit for forcing, and the whole range is heated 
in the usual manner, with a brick flue and hot water. 

The plants, tinder the management of Mr. Pickering, were 
in very good condition; the camellias were remarkably healthy, 
and were swelling a profusion of buds, which must afford a 
splendid bloom the coming winter. Of geraniums we saw a 
multitude of rooted cuttings, of this year's growth, not yet pot- 
ted off; several plants of the new fuchsia, (F. fdlgens,) one or 
two of which were coming into flower. A great variety of the 
morQ common green-bouse plants had been propagated, but had 
not yet been potted off. Mr. Pickering is a very excellent 
propagater. We noticed several small plants of camellias, 
which have been raised from eyes^ son>ewhat in the manner we 
have described for raising grape vines, (Vol. I., p. 40.) — 
All sorts, both double and single, have been the subjects of 
experiments, and each have grown equally free, and were now 
neat plants, a few inches high. In an article, which we pro- 
pose to offer upon the camellia, as soon as we have leisure to 
prepare it, we shall more fully notice this method of propagat- 
ing. The cactuses look finely; but many of the large plants 
were destroyed last winter, while removing to Woburn. 

Mr. Sweetser has a large field for operations; and with bis 
known zeal and industry in getting up a collection, we have no 
doubt he will soon gather a fine assortment of plants. His col- 
lection of camellias, cactuses, aud geraniums is already very 
excellent. 

In the garden we found a great number of dahlias planted; 
but what with the new and almost unprepared soil, and the ex- 
treme drought of July, particularly on this light soil, there were 
but few flowers expanded. [Since the above notes were tak- 
en, Mr. Sweetser has had a very fine bloom of dahlias, and at 
the Annual Dahlia Show of the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, an account of which is given at p. 395, Mr. Sweet- 
ser took one of the prizes.] The collection is large, and con- 
tains some of the finest sorts. Another year there will be more 
time to prepare the ground for planting out, and, from its better 
condition, we doubt not they will bloom very profusely: many 
herbaceous plants were flowering, notwithstanding they were 
planted in April. 

In the low ground, bordering upon the pond, Mr. Sweetser 
has been preparing the surface, by burning the peat, and has 
planted out strawberries to try their cultivation on such a spot. 
We shall note hereafter how well the plan succeeded. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Art. L ExhUntioru of Hortietdtural Soeieiie$. 

In again presentinof to our readers the reports of the ezhibitioot 
of the various horticultural societies, throughout the country, which 
have taken phice, during the present year, we regret that we are not 
enabled to do it as thoroughly as had been our intention. For three 
years we have used every persuasion to induce our correspondeRts 
to send us accounts of every horticultural exhibition which should be 
held in the pUces where they may reside; and although several of 
our friends, both in seasons past, and also the present one, have at- 
tended to our request, and kindly sent us detailed reports, (for which 
they have our thanks,) yet we are sorry that we have not had some 
account of the exhibitions of every society in the country placed in 
our hands. Last year, we believe, the exhibitions of all the active 
horticultural societies but two were included in our reports: this sea- 
son we have not yet received any account of the annual exhibitioa 
of the New Haven Horticultural Society, or the Albany Horticultu- 
ral Society, or the Maryland Horticultural Society. The Brook- 
lyn Horticultural Society have not held any exhibition of importance* 
and, as we have before remarked, there is some fear that the society 
may be broken up. We have not learned that the Horticultural 
Society of the Valley of the Hudson held any show the past season, 
and we presume they did not. 

Since last year, however, we are happy to repeat, what we have 
already stated, that a Horticultural Society has been organized in 
Worcester, under excellent auspices, the first exhibition of which 
took place in October; the report will be found annexed. It is con- 
clusive evidence of the interest which is felt in horticulture, to see 
societies springing up in our larire towns. Societies are talked of ia 
other places. In Cleaveland, Ohio, a correspondent informs us, an 
attempt will be made to get one up the ensuing spring. Such a so- 
. ciety would do a vast deal of good in the Western States, and we 
hope the efforts of those who are concerDed, will be crowned with 
success. 

The exhibitions, so far as we may judge from the reports, have 
been very splendid: the season has been favorable to a profusion of 
flowers, and many have been brought forward. The dahlia has 
flowered very freely, and when an abundance of its blooms can be 
obtained, the^ make a display of themselves. Verbenas have been 
great attractions. In fruit, there have been some remarkable speci- 
mens exhibited; probably never any that were finer. Of all that 
were decidedly new we shall speak in the course of our next vol- 
ume. On the whole, we may congratulate every lover of horticul- 
ture upon the rapid progress which the taste for gardening pursuits 
is making in almost every portion of the country. 

£$$ex. County Natural fiUtory Society. — Two exhibitions of fruits 
and flowers have been held at the Society's hall, this season; the first 
in June, when nature, with the freshness of youth, is arrayed in her 
richest attire, and the fields and gardens, as yet, present no signs of 
decay; the other, later in the season, when the appearance of nature 
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u ^eatljr cbanffed, and the foliage of the trees and forests is assum- 
ing those varied tints which add so much to the beauty of the au- 
tumnal scenery in New England; at this time, also, the dahlia, with 
its flowers of every shape and color, and the aster, with its quilled 
petals, are in perfection, and the fruit, rich and delicious in quality, 
and almost innnite in variety, is arriving at maturity, thus crowning 
the labors of the gardener with a plentiful and abundant harvest. 

With these few preliminary remarks, we shall proceed to present a 
detailed account or the above exhibitions. They have been well at- 
tended, and the interest in them continues not only unabated, but 
much increased. The number of contributors has been larger, and 
the variety of fruits and flowers exhibited more extensive than during 
any prior season. 

Wedneiday, June 17, 1840. Plants:— From J. S. Cabot, the fol- 
lowing fine herbaceous plants: — roses, Domino, Lady Alr.iford, Roi 
de Prussia, Due de Choisel, Watts's Celestial, Lee's Wellington, 
Rivers'8 George IV., Leonore, King of Reds, white Globe, Jerusa- 
lem, Yorkshire Provins, Fair Maid of Perth, Fanny Pansot, L» Ob- 
•curit^. Talma Nouveau, La Beaut^ eblouissant, Cupid, Belle Heloise, 
Achilles, Charles II., La Tourtarelle, Waterloo real, General Blu- 
cher, Harrison's William IV., Belle African:— Am^^nta salicifdlra, 
A. latif^lia, Splna'tL filip^ndula fl. pi., S. simpUna, iS. jap6nica, Dic- 
tfcmnus ri^bra, D. &lba, Podalyria austr&lis, Aandnculus icris fl. pi., 
Tradesc&ntia varieties blue and white, (Enoth^ra Fraz^rt, (E, gla6- 
ca, Anth^ricum /ili&strum, OVobus purpi^reus, 0. nlger, Ph\6x sua- 
vdolens, P. macuRtum, Lysim^chia communis, Camfi&nula persicie- 
f^lia fl. pi., var. blue and white, C. div^rgens, Astr&ntia minor, l>el- 
phinium Hdlmt, D. sinensis fl. pi., Phytedma campanuloides. Clem- 
atis integrifdlia, Dracoc^phalum Ruyscht^num, Visciiria &lba, Lyth- 
rum salickria, /Zemeroc&llis fdlva, Baptista austrklis, Ferbdna mes- 
t6ria, F. ^legans, iris, perennial flax, peonies, &c., also double 
pheasant-eyed pinks, and pansies. 

From Francis Putnam, a beautiful display of pelargoniums, (ge- 
raniums,) includini; the following varieties: Speculum Mundi, Tam 
O'Shanter, Hill's Champion, Hector, Diomede, Dennis's Perfection, 
Lilac Perfection, Sir John Broughton, Eranum, Belladonna, &.c. 
The following fine varieties of roses: Rivers's George IV., Perpet- 
ual white Moss, CliAon white Moss, Red Moss, Lee's crimson Per- 
petual, &c.; also, a variety of pseonies, viz: Redvestt, P6ttsu, &.c.; 
also, C^reus speciosissimus, C. Jenkins^nt, C. Ackerm&nn, Ferb^na 
Tweedie^na, F, Tweedie^na grandifldra, F. Eyrec^TUi, &c. From 
John C. Lee, double pheasant-eyed pinks; roses, moss, and other 
varieties; spiriea, &.c. 

From John Lewis Russell, roses, viz: Moss Provence, Garnet 
stripe, Washington, (?) Cuisse d' Madame, yellow Briar, &c.; Ps- 
6nta Whittldjt, Lonicera hirnilta, L. Frazdn; Trumpet, Monthly, 
and other honeysuckles, VerSnica sp., Camp&nula persice?f5lia, Po- 
tentilla atrosanguinea, Papkver sibdricum, l^elphinium sin^nse fl. 
pi., iSpiroB^a filip^ndula, orange lilies,double pheasant-eyed pinks, pan- 
sies, &c. 

From William P. Richardson, Campanula medium, Lysim2U;hia 
thyrsif^lta, Digitklis purpi^rea, D. liltea, honeysuckles, snap-dragon, 
larkspur, &c. From John M. Ives, roses, viz., Paris Virgm, Royal 
Portugal, Fanny Parard, Romena, Roslandier, Ornament du Parade, 
Boursalt, and Chilven's Provence; double phiiasant-eyed pinks, 5&c. 
George Driver exhibited a plant (in pot,) of the Norfolk bland pine, 
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Arauckria exc^lsa, (four gears' growth;) the seed was brought I 
New Holiand, or that vicinity, several years since. The bran 



;from 
[iranchea 
grow very symmetricnll^ froin the stem, and alernato with each suc- 
ceeding; growth; the foliaee is a very rich and beautiful evergreen. 

Thursday i Sept. 34, 1840. — The exhibition, thia day, was very 
beautiful. The stand of flowers in the centre of the hall presented a 
gorgeous show of dahlias, with bouquets of other cut flowers, and 
the tables were laden with delicious fruit. 

Plants: — From Joseph S. Cabot, Ferbina mestdria, V. sup^rba, 
V, ^legans, V, Tweedie^na grandifl6ra, F. EyreAna, aUo many new 
and interesting species of perennial plant««, viz: «^neni6ne vitif^lia, 
FerSniea chamoeMrys, Pentstdmon genxianoWen^ Lobelia (gnea, L. 
loni<ifl6ra. Lychnis Bungec^na, &c. 

From Stephen C. Phillips, dahlias, viz: Princess Victoria, Mrs. 
Ru«hton, Marquis of Lothian, Napoleon, Glory, &c., also, iSalvia 
spl^ndens, Ferh^na Eyre^na, T^wcroHet^ and TweedieAmi, Phl6x 
Drummdndtt, Zinnia coccinea, Schiz&ntbus pdrrigens, asters, &c. 
From John C. Lee, bouquets of zinnias, coreopsis, verbenas, globe 
amaranthus, marigolds, double feverfew, &c. 

From Francis Putnam, a beautiful display of dahlias, consisting of 
upwards of sixty varieties, viz: Calliope, Countess of Mansfield, 
Glory of Plymouth, Marshal Soult, Blandina, Beautjr of Bedford, 
Beauty of Dulwich, Bride of Abydos, Countess of Torrington, Coun- 
tess of Liverpool, Contender, Conductor, Conqueror of Europe^ 
Cedo Nulli, Dennisii, Brown's Desdemona, Duchess of Bedford, 
Glory, Gen. WHshiu2:ton, Horticulturist, Helena, Independent, Isa- 
belU, Clark's Julia, Lavinia, Lord Liverpool, Lady Dartmouth, Lady 
Arabella, Marquiiii of Lothian, Mrs. Rushton, Waller's Mary, No 
Plus Ultra, Mrs. Cox, Napoleon, Princess Victoria, Prima Donna, 
Paul's Clio, Queen Victoria, Queen of Whites, Queen of Yellows, 
Rainbow, Red Rover, Rienzi, Rosa Superba, Reliance, Rose d'A- 
mour, Rising Sun, Rose Incomparable, Striata formosissima, Suffolk 
Hero, Sulphurea ele^ans. Scarlet Perfection, Springfield Major, Sala- 
mander, Jeffries' Triumphant, Ansell's Unique, Warminster Rival, 
Stone's Yellow Perfection, Zara, Beauty of West Riding, &c.; also, 
Ferb^na Tweedie^na and Tweedie^na grandifldra, Teucroid^f, fiil- 
gens, Eyredna, and rdsea; Gladiolus nataMnsis, G. floribdndus, Ca- 
c^Iia coccinea, Amarvllu psittacina grandifl6ra, zinnias, asters, 4^. 

From Miss M. B.* Ives, bouquets of asters, marigolds, larkspurs, 
eoxcorobs, &c. From Frederick Lamson, bouquets of dahlias, as- 
ters, campanula, petunia, &c. From George D. Phippen, dahlias, 
viz., Countess of Liverpool, Barrett's Susannah, Picta formosissima, 
Dennisii, &c.; Eschscbditzia croc^a, Pettmia phcenicea, several new 
and very beautiful varieties of nasturtiums, verbenas, asters, (native,) 
zinnias, pansies, &c. From William P. Richardson, Schtz&nthus 
pdrrigens, Petunia phcBsicea, bee larkspur, balsamines, marigolds, 
&c. 

From Henry Wheatland, dahlias, viz., Mrs. Rushton, Rising Sun, 
Brown's Desdemona, Countess of Liverpool, Barrett's Susannah, 
Dennisii, &c.; Gladiolus natal^nsis, Cackha coccinea, Chinese pinks, 
Ferbdna Tweedie^Tia, white Sultan, asters, marigolds, &c.; also, the 
following native plants — asters and solidago many species, Chel6ne 
gl&bra, £upatdrtiini verticillktum, Heli&nthus divaricktus, &.c. 

Fruit: — From John C. Lee, a fine display, 'viz.. Grapes — black 
Hamburg, Sweeti^ater, rose or red Chasselas; Pears — Dix, Duchess 
d'Angouleme, Beurr^ d'Aremberg, Buffum, St. Michael, Long green, 
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Genderiin, [?] and three kinds, names unknown; Pencfaes— two kinds 
of Clingstone and one of Freestone, names unknown, beautiful speci- 
mens. 

From John M. Ives, a large variety, viz: Pears — Beurr^ Bosc, 
Winter Nelis, Bleeker's Meadow, green Sii^nr, Bezi Moutigny, Eas- 
ter Beurr^, Lewis, Swan's Egg, Early Bcurr^, Passe Colmar, Ecbas- 
aerie, Long ffreen, Napoleon, Roi de Wurtemburg: Apples — Cloth 
of Gold, Mela Carle, Hagloe Crab, Spice, Danvers Winter Sweet, 
Wellington, Swaar, red Doctor, Michael Henry pippin, Hubbardston 
Nonsuch, Bozford, Stump Catline, Rambo or Romanite; Gages — 
Roe's yellow and Uue Imperatrice; Grapes — Isabella and Catawba; 
green flesh Melons. From B« P. Chamberlain, Pears — brown Beur- 
wi, Broca's Bergamot, and several other varieties names unknown. 

From William P. Richardson, Pears — Broca's Bergamot, Royal 
d'Hiver, MuirfowPs Egg, Iron; — Ribstone pippin apples. From 
Ephraim Emmerton, a fine collection of pears, &.c., many of the 
apecimens very large and beautiful, viz: rears — Bishop's Thumb, 
Marie Louise, Henry IV., old French Colmar, Beurr^ Diel, Seckel 
remarkably rich specimens, Urbaniste, Golden Beurr^ of Bilboa, 
Princess St. Germain, Napoleon, Gapsheaf, Broca's Bergamot, Roi 
de WHrtemburg, Surpasse Virgoulouse, St. Michael, Bonne Louise, 
winter pear, name unknown; Apples— Drap d'Or; quinces, oranges, 
Catawba grapes, blue Imperatrice plums. 

. From William Stearns, a good collection of fruit; Apples — Mon- 
atrous pippin, blue Pearmain, Drap d'Or, and two varieties, names 
unknown; Pears — St. Germain, St. Michael, Summer Thorn, Bish- 
op's Thumb, Long green, Seckel, Brown Beurr^, and two varieties 
unknown. From Robert Manning, a good collection of Pears: many 
of the varieties have lieen recently introduced; Pears — Althorp Cras- 
sanne, Bezi Chaumontelle, Petre, Benrr^ Von Manim, Jalousie, 
Marie Louise, Beurr^ Bronze, Beurr^ Duval, King Edward's, Ful- 
ton, Hacon's Incomparable, Buffura; Apples— Cambuthnethan, (?) 
Murphy; Plums — Delicieuse. 

From William Ives, Grapes — Isabella; beautiful specimens of Sl 
Michael pears. This pear has been subject to the blight for some 
▼ears past, in this vicinity, and on this account many of the trees 
nave been grafted with other varieties; all the specimens presented 
for exhibition, this season, have been remarkably fair, of good fla- 
vor, and perfectly free from any blemish. From Mrs. Leverett Sal- 
tonstall, a basket containing fine specimens of Seckel pears. 

A basket of pears from the old Endicott pear tree, in Danvers, 
planted by Gov, Endicott, about the year 1630, was presented by 
9ne nf the family: the pears were of good size, pretty free from 
blemish, and of good flavor. (For a particular account of the hii>to- 
ry of this old tree, see Lincoln's Address to the Massachusetts Hor- 
ticultural Society, Sept. 20, 1837, page SO.) 

From Mrs. George T. Saunders, a basket of pears, (name un- 
known,) taken from the same branch, and difiering very much both 
in size and color, some being very large and of a bright yellow, 
whilst the others were small, and of a diniry russet color, thus pre- 
senting a curious anomaly. From Joseph Dalton, a basket of native 
ffrapes, large and fine specimens, (under cultivation.) From Moses 
Pettingell, of Topsfield, large and fiwe specimens of the Baldwin 
apple. From E. Buswell, large and fine specimens of the Ribston« 
pippin and Kilham Hill apples; green flesh melons. 
VOL. ri. — NO. XII. 67 
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From Joseph S. Cabot, a large collection of pears, containing 
nianv choice and excellent varieties, viz: brown Beurr^, Seckel, St. 
Michael's, Autumn Bergainor, Chaumontelle, King of Wurtemburg, 
Genderim, Cumberland, Marie Louise, Bonne Louise of Jersey, 
Wilkinson, Henry IV., St. Ghislnin, Washington, Princess of Orange» 
Poire d'Amour, Jalousie, Napoleon, Bon Chretien Fondante, Sur- 
passe Virgoulouse, Beurr^ Capiaumont, Urbaniste, Seedling, Burgo- 
master, Lewis, Bishop's Thumb, Duchess d'Angouleme, Surpassa 
Colmar. John M. Ives exhibited a very curious and interesting va- 
riety of corn, called ** Rice corn." 

In addition to the above exhibitions, the hall of the Socie^ was 
opened on Thursday evening, June S5, 1840, for an exhibition of 
three of those beautiful and much admired flowers, the Night-bloom- 
ing Cereus, (C^reus grandifldra.) They were from the green-bouse 
of Mr. Francis Putnam, who hns had also several others open in 
his house the present season. The crowd of people that thronf^ed 
to see these flowers was immense, and the admiration they excited 
was almost beyond conception. It may not be deemed inappropriate 
to notice in this place, a curious freak of one of these flowers: — it 
delayed its opening till nine o'clock in the evening, and continued 
expanded till nine o'clock the next morning; the other flowers were 
opened by .«eyen, P. M., and began to close by daylight the next 
morning. — F,, Salem, Oct. 1840. 

Worcester HoriicuHural Socieiy.—The first Exhibition of this 
newly organized Society took place on the ldth,14th, and 15th of Octo« 
ber, at the Town Hall. The room was altogether too small to show 
off the fruits and flowers to advantage, and the Committee having 
had a suflicient abundance of good specimens to fill a large room, 
many of them were necessarily crowded together. I'he Hall was 
upwards of fifty feet long, and about twenty wide; a table occupied 
the centre from one end to the other: the end opposite to the entrance 
was fitted up with a stage, upon which were placed pot-plants, — the 
tops of those on the back shelves reaching near to the ceiling. The 
wall OB one side of the hall, was covered with a very handsome collec- 
tion of paintings: between the windows on the other side were placed 
circular wreaths, and suspended within them were some remarkable 
specimens of Parker corn. Over the table, chandeliers were suspend- 
ed from the ceiling, formed by fine ears of the same corn, attach- 
ed to a circular hoop, or wire, and trimmed with evergreen: when 
lighted up in the evening, the effect of these chandeliers was highly 
beautiful. 

On one side of the hall, below the paintings, were arranged the 
dahlias, in stands, amounting to upwards of two thousand bloom8,mo8t 
of them contributed by Mr. Haggerston, who sent five hundred. 
Hovey Sl Co., one hundred and twenty-five, M. P. Wilder, one hun- 
dred, Joseph Breck, & Co. one hundred, S. Walker two hundred and 
Gdjf J. A. Kenrick one hundred, J. J. Low two hundred, Messrs. 
Wmship and others around Boston. Some very fine blooms were 
also exhibited, grown in Worcester. 

On the other side was an array of huge pumpkins, monstrous 
beetSi rohan potatoes, squashes, ruta bagas, brocoli, &c., &c., all 
tending to make the show interesting to lovers of superior vegetablesi 
as well as to the amateur of flowers. Many of the finest pears were 
firom the vicinity of Boston: but the apples from Worcester and vi- 
cinity wore large and very splendid. The arrangement of the hall 
was the work of the ladies, under the superintend ance of Mrs. Joha 
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Davu, Mrs. Newton, Mrs. Washburn, and Miss Denny, and we can- 
not omit to remark that, to the taste displayed in fitting up the hall, was 
the exhibition greatly indebted for much of its interest. The follow- 
ing is the Report as made by the Recording Secretary. 

The first exhibition of fruits and flowers by the Worcester Horti- 
cultural Society commenced on yesterday, at the South Town Hall. 

The Society was formed by a few individuals who were desirous 
of aiding with their efforts in the improvement of the cultivation of 
the gardens and orchards, and who wished to contribute, by such 
means as were in their power, for the common benefit. The possi- 
bility of making a good exhibition was doubted by many: the under- 
taking was considered as hopeless by some; and was openly opposed 
by two individuals alone: but it went on without their help, and 
against their influence. 

Our citizens were not aware of the extent of their own resources, 
Dor of the generosity of those friends from abroad who have con- 
tributed with a free-hearted ness and liberality beyond all expectation, 
and above all praise, which words can convey. 

The exhibition was opened on Tuesday morning, and was as mag- 
nificent as any which has ever before been held in New England. 

The hall was decorated with some of the paintings gathered from 
the houses of Worcester. The union of the works of artist skill with 
the fair fruits and flowers, was a new experiment, and none who have 
witnessed the exhibition can have failed to realize the agreeable effect 
of the alliance of nature and art. If more time had been afforded, 
a collection might have been formed which would have rivalled that 
which has already excited admiration in the gallery of the Athene- 
um: compared with the abundauce which remains in the homes of 
our citizens, the exhibition is very small. [A list of these appears in 
the report, but too long to copy. — Ed.] 

Among the varieties of apples are the Found, Converse Greening, 
Baldwin, Hoxbury, Golden Roysl, Rhode Island, and English russet, 
Nonsuch, Pearmain, Golden pippin, Bellflower, Sweeting, Pennock, 

aiitzemburg. Queening, Hog-pen, Cinnamon, Dwarf, Hamburg, 
onstrous pippin, Hawthorndean, Spice, Marygold, Wales, Native, 
red Cheek, Lady, Log Cabin, Pommewater, Greening, Dudley, low 
Elder, Hightop, Porter, Detroit, Hapgood, Pumpkin, Codling, Gilli- 
flower, Victoria, Peck's Pleasant, North Branch, Winter Sweeting, 
Horace, Lyscom, Crow's Egg, and many other varieties. 

The pears held a convention: there were the Seckel, St. Michael, 
Iron, Duchess d'Angouleme, Ambrette, Culotte de Swisse, Wilkin- 
son, Winter Warden, Passe Colmar, Dix, Jalousie, Beurr^ Bronze, 
Hacon's Incomparable, Fulton, Marie Louise, Beurrd Die!, Na|K>- 
leon, Lewis Urbaniste, Bergamot, Worcester, Burnett^s seedling, 
Platts, Andrews, Ironsides, Monsieur Jean, St. Germain, Bordeaux, 
Archangel, Burgomeester, Striped green. Striped St. Germain, Ur- 
baniste, Columbian, Autumn Superb, Meadows, Fondante du Bois, 
§reen Sugar, Holland, Bufifum, and countless other varieties, which 
le committees will doubtless describe with reference to excellenee of 
taste, as well as to beauty of appearance. 

Some good late peaches were exhibited by A. H. Green, of Wor- 
cester. The late period of the season prevented the specimens of 
these fruits from being numerous. 

Of quinces there were the orange, pear, apple, quince, and com- 
mon. 
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Semianft plamf of rare beauty were sent by Mr. Samuel Pond, of 
Cambridgeport. 

Catawba, Isabella, black Hamburgh, Muscat, and white Sweet- 
water grapes were spread in frlorious clusters along the tables. 

Pi<^!9, grown in the open air, were shown by J. L. L. F. Warreo, 
of Brighton. 

The Rohnn potatoes, of immense size, and lookinij^ as if they were 
susceptible of no improvement, except that of roastmg, were in their 
immense magnitude. 

Squashes were abundant, and some immense in size. There were 
present the good old Crooked Necked, the Bush Orange, Early Scol- 
jop, Acorn, Long Warted, Cornucopia, Coeoanut, and Autumnal 
Marrow. 

The pumpkin of New England did not honor the festival with its 
presence, and all the ovyners of these golden tinte<i fruits, should take 
shame to themselves that they did not allow the best productions of 
their fields to grace the festival of the florists and gardeners of Wor- 
cester. 

Mighty cabbages came to the hall : the ruta bagas attended in 
their majesty : the beets seemed willing to beat themselves : the 
Carrots were of prodigious size and brilliant color. 

Indian corn appeared in the most beautiful form of arrangement. 
The golden ears were tastefully braided together in wreaths en- 
twined with laurel, and suspended like chandeliers from the roof, and 
when illuminated at evening by the lamps, appearing splendidly. Ex- 
cellent varieties were exhibited: among them were the fruits of Mas- 
sachusetts, Michigan, and Illinois, with the Sweet, Eight Rowed, Rice, 
and Parching corn. 

Amoni; the most interesting objects of the Exhibition was soma 
honey of delicious flavor, and remarkable transparency and delicacy, 
contained in two large boxes presented by Henry Snow, Esq., of 
Shrewsbury. The honey is taken from the hives in boxes, without 
destroying the bees ; the boxes being placed over the hive, which is 
perforated, to allow the bees to pass up and deposit their honey. 
The honey taken in this way is free from all bee bread and young 
brood. One box contained 34 pounds ; the other, 23. Mr. Snow in- 
forms us that from three hives, this year, he has taken eighty pounds 
of honey, leaving a sufficient quantity to winter the bees. This 
method does not prevent their swarming as usual. 

Among the cut flowers were various kinds of phloxes, yellow and 
crimson coxcombs, marigolds, roses, beautiful and numerous varie- 
ties of the sweet scented verbena, mignonette, passion flower, vio- 
las, petunias, malope, asters, zinnias, snap dragon, sweet sultan, 
gladiolus, 8ic., &c. Also, various hardy flowering shrubs, honey 
suckle, snow drop, Lavatera, strawberry, and smoke tree. Hovey 
& Co., of Boston, exhibited twenty varieties of verbenas, as follows: 
V, ftilgens, Tweedie^na and T. sup^rba, V. incisa, Binney dna Eyre- 
i^, P^pper», Htrstit, Colc6rdti, Richardsdnn, Wales's Seed- 
ling, Winchestdrtt, speci6sn, Pow^llu, RussdlUi, ign^scens, I^ucro^ 
deiy Arrani<i»a, chamsedrifi^lia and ven^sa. 

But the pride and crown of the whole was the dahlia, the " qneen 
of the autumn," in all her endless variety of costume. Some of the 
different varieties which we noticed of this magnificent flower are 
these: Ne Plus Ultra, Hope, Marshal Soult, Castanda, Springfield 
Major, Eva, (Foster's,) Marchioness of Beresford, Striata formosi^ 
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sima, Ansell's Unique, Keyne's Ovid, Countess of Torrington, 
Duchess of Richmond, Mary (Dodd's,) Sulphurea elegans, Stone's 
Yellow Perfection, Lady Batbarst, Sunbury hero, Countess of Mans- 
field, Princess Victoria, Madonna, Beauty of Bedford, Brown's Sa- 
rah, Picta formosissima, Blandina, &c., &c. 

Of those who have encouraged the exhibition of the Society, bv 
their contributions of fruits and flowers, were John Green, Joseph 
Converse, Thomas Chamberlain, John Davis, Levi Lincoln, Levi 
Lincoln Jun, John W. Lincoln, William Lincoln, Ephraim Mower, 
John Flagg, Clarendon Harris, Stephen Salisbury, Alfred D. Foster, 
Isaac Davis, Robert S. Gleason, Lewis Chapin, Frederick W. Paine, 
George Newton, E. H. Earle, S. U. Colton & Co., A. H. Green, 
Wm. N. Green, E. F. Dixie, Benjamin F. Heywood, Asa Johnson, 
S. A. Howland, Rejoice Newton, S. M. Burnside, C. W. Hartwell. 
Oliver Blood, Abel Jsques, J. M. Earle, David Messenger, Samuel 
B. Woodward, Elijah Bigelow, D. Foster, Mrs. F. Allen, of Wor^ 
cester. Silas Flagg, George Flagg, Tilla Chaffin, of Holden: Doct. 
Burnett, of Southborough: C. P. Hitchcock of Uxbridge: Leonard 
Harrington, Henry Snow, Silas Allen, Philo Slocumb, Josiah May- 
nard, of Shrewsbury: Charles White, of Northbridge: Daniel Ten- 
ney, of Sutton: Harvey Bancroft, of Auburn: John Clapp. Isaac 
Southgate, Hiram Knight, Leicester: Moody Morse, Spencer; C. W. 
Forbush, Jonathan Wheeler, Eben Aldrich, Jonathan W. Stowe, 
Salmon Hathaway, Samuel Knox, Grafton. 

Among the contributors from abroad were Mrs. Timothy Bigelow 
of Medford, John A. Kenrick of Newton, Marshall P. Wilder, E. 
Bartlett, and Elijah Vose, Dorchester; Samuel Pond of Cambridge- 
port, Robert Manning of Salem, J. P. Gushing of Watertown, James 
L. L. F. Warren of Brighton, D. Haggerston of Watertown, Jo- 
seph Breck of Boston, Samuel Walker, Roxbury, Messrs. Hovey 
& Co, Boston, William Pratt of Watertown, Messrs. Winship, Brigh- 
ton, J. A. Rockwell, Norwich. {Worcester JS2^t>.) 

Columbian Horticultural Soeieiu, IVaihington, D. C. — This So- 
ciety held its Fall Exhibition on Friday October 30th. The folio w- 
]n|f IS the report, by Geo. Watterston, Esq. Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements. 

The Committee had to encounter some difficulties in preparing for 
the exhibition of the 30th ult., in compliance with the resolution of 
the Society. The lateness of the season and its previous unfavorable- 
ness were not among the least of these difficulties ; but they are hap- 
py to say that they were surmounted by the untirmg zeal, industry, 
and activity of the members, and especially of one to whom the 
Committee and the public are chiefly mdebted for the very creditable 
fall exhibition which has just been witnessed. Mr. Buist, one of its 
most efficient and useful members, and among the most successful 
florists of this District, spared no pains or exertions to execute the 
wish of the Society, by getting up, with little previous notice, and 
without much aid from others, another fall exhibition that would liot 
be discreditable to its members. To this skilful florist's activity, lib- 
erality, and taste, therefore, the Society owes the success which at- 
tended its late autumnal show ; and the Committee take great pleas- 
ure in awardinj^ to him the praise to which his merits and services so 
justly entitle him. Most of the floral contributions were from this 
gentleman's garden, but several valuable and beautiful contributions 
were from the collection of amateurs, well-wishers^ and other mem- 
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ben of the Society, who cheerfally lent their aid to reader the exhi- 
bition as attractive as possible. 

On this, as on all former occasions, the arrangement of the flowers 
were made more pleasing by the taste of that sex in which a feeling 
of the beautiful seems to be innate. The Committee are happy to 
state that they owe much to the taste and industry of Mrs. Seatoa 
and Mrs. Suter, old and constant friends of the Society, and the 
Misses Meade, Price, and Smith, who have, on several previous oc- 
casions, rendered important services to the Society, and who have 
grown up almost amidst these displays of floral beauty. This is 
nearly the seventh year of the existence of the Society, and yet the 
exertions of these and other ladies have never flagged, nor has their 
ardor abated. They have never suffered a feeling of apathy to seize 
them, and knowing that the objects of the^ association were of the 
most useful and laudable character, and that its effects had been sen- 
sibly experienced in the wonderful improvement of the various 
branches of gardening in this city and its neighborhood, they have 
lent their assistance with cheerfulness, and persevered with a steadi- 
ness of purpose that entitles them to the thanks and gratitude of the 
Society. 

The decorations of the room in which the exhibition was held were 
neat and in good taste. The apartment — the chamber of the Board 
of Aldermen — would have been entirely too small for the usual annu- 
al exhibition ; and on this occasion it was found somewhat too con- 
tracted for the crowd that attended. Mr. Varden, the proprietor of 
the Museum, with that public spirit which distinguishes bun, gener- 
ously offered the use of Masonic Hall to the committee, but, having 
made their arrangements, they were obliged to decline it. This gen- 
tleman is entitled to the thanks of the Society. The decorations con- 
sisted of pyramids composed of the numerous Tarieties of the dahlia, 
tea, and noisette roses, verbenas, &c. beautifully arranged. The 
two larger ones were prepared by Mr. Buist, one of which was sur- 
mounted by an eagle in the attitude of flying, formed of dahlias, &c. ; 
and from the other, which stood to the right of the President's chair, 
was suspended a pair of scales formed of moss, properly balanced, 
and indicative of the principles of the Society, to render equal justice. 
The pyramid on the leH; or the chair was composed of dahlias, tea 
roses, &c. and surmounted by a beautiful wreath of variously colored 
flowers. This was a contribution from the garden of the Hon. H. 
S. Fox, British Minister, whose leisure is devoted to the cultivation 
of the natural sciences, and especially botany, the most beautiful of 
them. It was prepared by his gardener, Benjamin Allen, and did 
him great credit. A small pyramid,* from the collection of Mrs. 
Nichols, of Georgetown, was much admired, as were also the floral 
contributions, in china vases, &c. arranged upon the stands, from 
Mrs. W. A. Bradley, Mrs. Suter, Mrs. Dick, of Georgetown, Mrs. 
Seaton, Mrs. G. Gilliss, the Misses Meade, Crawford, Barnard, Tow- 
son, and Kuhn, and Rosa Forsyth, consisting of dahlias, zinnias, tea 
and other roses, verbenas, China asters, petunias, native asters, bal- 
sams, marigolds, &c. 

But the collection of dahlias arranged in cases, forming a semicir- 
cle within the bar, from the garden of Mr. Buist, was exceedingly 

* This pvramid was composed of dahlias, tea and daily roses, the Basilica tuberi- 
n, coxcomb, Terbenas, larkspurs, and chrysanthemum petunias, tinnias, salvias, phlox- 
es, India pinks, geraniums, marigolds, and balsams. 
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flplendid, and attracted the attention and admiration of every yisiter. 
It conBisted of a numerous variety of the most beautiful dahlias, a 
list of which the committee regret they have not the means of fur- 
nishini^. 

A fine collection of beautiful dahlias, from the garden of Mr. 
Thomas Blagden, sent by his gardener, Mr. John Pearce,* consisting 
of near thirty varieties, was also greatly admired, and a simple vase 
of native flowers threw out their unobtrusive beauties from a table 
where it stood, as if shrinking from a contrast with the more ^audy 
and splendid favorites of Flora around it. It was the contribution of 
Adam Lindsay, the venerable father of the Society, to whose winter 
of life the pleasing and tranquillizing pursuits of horticulture still 
lend a charm ; and though in the '* sere and yellow leaf," he feels, 
with the amiable Howitt, that flowers <* become invested, by a multi- 
tude of associations, with innumerable spells of power over the heart, 
and are to us memorials of the joys, sorrows, hopes, and triumphs of 
our forefathers, and to all nations the emblems of youth in its loveli- 
ness and purity." Dr. J. S. Gunnell contributed a large collection 
of choice and beautiful roses, and among others a fine specimen of 
the carnation rose ; and two youths, apprentices of Mr. tfuist, form- 
ed for the occasion a neat little pyramid of dahlias, which decorated 
one of the tables. 

The season was somewhat too far advanced for a great display of 
fruits, and the specimens of vegetables for exhibition were generally 
inferior to those exhibited on former occasions. The fruits consisted 
almost exclusivelv of apples and grapes, with a few specimens of the 
Seckel pear and Heath peach, and some oranges and lemons. The 

f rapes, Catawba and Isabella, of Mr. Shoemaker, Mr. Lindsay, 
fre. W. A. Bradley, Mrs. Towson, and Mrs. Seaton, were mature 
and perfect, and made a fine display. Col. Henry Nay lor 's canta- 
loupes, called the Bonaparte ; Mr. J. A. Smith's and Col. Naylor's 
apples, of numerous varieties ; Mrs. Seaton's Seckel pears and fil- 
berts, and Mrs. Suter's Heath peaches, were much admired. The 
grapes were more numerous, and decidedly superior to any heretofore 
exhibited, and looked exceedingly tempting. The vegetables on the 
tables, sent from the eardens of Messrs. J. A. Smith, Lindsay, Blag- 
den, H. Naylor, Wiltberger, Turnbull, Mrs. Nicholls and Miss 
Meade, did great credit to their respective cultivators, especially the 
beets and vegetable marrow of Mr. Blagden, the vegetable marrow 
of Miss Meade, the Rohan potatoes of Mr. Lindsay, and the turnips, 
okras, squashes, onions, l>eans, parsnips, and carrots of Messrs. J. 
A. Smith and H. Naylor. 

Among the decorations of the room were fine specii^iens of the 
Basilica tuberdsa, Ipomae^a QitamcBHit, &c. in pots, sent by Mr. 
Buist, with several rare and valuable exotics from his conservatory, 
which diffused their fragrance through the apartment, and added to 
the interest and beauty of the spectacle. Among the rarest of these 
exotics was the pitcher plant, Nepinthei distillatdria, one of the 
wonders of the vegetable creation, and said to be exceedingly difii- 
cult of culture in green-houses. It is a native of Asia. The flow- 
ers are dioecious, the stem cylindrical, the leaves alternate, and 
sheathing at base. They are strongly nerved, and the middle nerve 

* Mr. Pearce ii a very successful cuItiTator, and has done much for (he improTo- 
ment of horticokure in our city. It was this genileman, and not Joshua Peirce, who 
tfooiribated the articles mentioned in tlie Intelligmcer of Monday. 
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extends bevoDd the leaf like a tendril, and terminates in a kind of 
urn or pitcher. This pitcher, when matured, is from three to four 
inches m length, and about one in width, and the top is covered with 
an obicuUr lid, which opens and closes at certain periods. It usually 
contains from a gill to tnree glasses of sweet and limpid water, and 
when full its lid closes. In ttie day the lid opens, when much of the 
water is evaporated ; but during the night, this loss is again supplied, 
and in the morning it is found full, and the lid closed. This curious 
plant was much admired by all who attended the exhibition. The 
committee cannot omit to mention, that some of the beautiful pro- 
ductions of Flora exhibited on this occasion were most successfully 
imitated by a lady of this city, Mrs. Bowman. It was difficult, with- 
out a close inspection, to distinguish the work of art from that of 
nature, so skilfully had the fair artist imitated in worsted the various 
flowers she had wrought as an ornament to mats for vases, 8lc. 

The exhibition continued from ten o'clock, A. M. to nine o'clock, 
P. M., and the visitors of both sexes, during the whole time it contin- 
ued, were numerous from all parts of the District, and manifested 
no little satisfaction at this comparatively small, but highly gratifying 
exhibition of the Society. The committee were pleased to find that, 
notwithstanding the difficulties to which they have referred, the ab- 
sence of some of the usual contributors, the lateness of the season, 
and other causes not necessary to mention, this second fall exhibition 
was attended with a success, and afforded a degree of satisfaction, 
which they had scarcely expected to see realized. When it is con-» 
sidered what amount of good has already been conferred on this Dis- 
trict by the establishment of the Society, the taste for flowers which 
it has diffused, and the great improvement it has effected in the va- 
rious branches of horticulture within the sphere of its influence, and 
the benefit it has conferred on practical gardeners^ it cannot but be 
an object of the deepest interest to every public-spirited man, and 
every lover of science, to see such an association advancing in use- 
fulness and prosperity; and no exertion should be spared, and no 
means withheld, to contribute to its perpetuity, add its more enlarged 
and permanent sources of utility. Most of those who have united 
themselves in this laudable enterprise, have done so from the most 
disinterested and philanthropic motives. They have had nothing to 
gain but the gratification resulting from the consciousness of confer- 
ring a blessing on, and rendering themselves useful to, their fellow 
men — a duty which every valuable member of society must feel a 
pleasure in performing. And though the committee are aware that 
scarcely any society in this city has continued more than a few years 
in existence, they feel assured that this is one which will form an ex- 
ception to the general fate of such voluntary associations, and which, 
from its manifest usefulness and beneficial tendencies, promises to be 
permanent in its duration, diffusing pleasure and conferring blessings 
on the whole community within the wide range of its operation. 
The gratuitous exhibitions of this and the last autumn, have, the 
committee believe, been justly appreciated by the public, and they 
cannot but indulge the hope that, for the purpose of exciting emula- 
tion and stimulating and rewarding the exertions of the members of 
the Society and other horticulturists in this District, by granting suit- 
able premiums, and thus producing a greater amount of good to the 
community, by leading to higher improvements in cultivation, and 
the introduction of new and valuable varieties of fruits, vegetables, 
and flowers, the public will not be backward in lending their pecuni- 
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ary aid at such future annual exhibitions as the Society shall deem it 
expedient to bold. — (Nat. Int.) 

Middlesex Horticultural Society, LoieelL— This Society held one 
exhibirion oii Wednesday, June 17, at which time a very tine display 
of rotses, and other flowers of season, whs made. 

Exhihitior^ June llth, 1840.— Flowers. Plants in pots:— Gernn- 
iums, three varieties, Hydraiiijea, Gilitf tri(iolor, an<l pinks, by Dr. 
Parker, of Billerira. From Amos Carbon, Cbelmsford, double fe- 
verfew. From All)ert H. Locke, Esq., a very larire oleander, in full 
flower, and Ai,mp4nihus umbellktiis. From Mrs. E. Taft, Ajrap&n- 
thus umbellkfus. From N. Wri^'ht, Jr., eight varieties geraniums. 
From P. P. Spaldinjr, Passifl6ni coenilea. 

Cut Flowers:— Bouquets from iMrs. J. Aikin, Mrs. J.H.Blake, 
Mrs. G. Brownell, >irs. Francis, Mrs. M. Shattuek, E. J. Payne, 
W. A, Vanderlip, William B.'nnelt, J. Green, D. Parker, N. Wri-bt, 
Jr., E. B. Hanscomb, J. W. Millar, Wm. H. Bradley. Twenty 
varieties roses, from l^r. J. O. Green. Twenty-four varieties roses, 
from N. Wright, Jr. Beautiful rocket larkspurs, from Hovey & 
Co., Boston. Fine roses, from A. H. Hovey, Cambridireport, and 
S. S. Lawrence, Tyn^sboro'. Two seedling laced pinks, from E. J. 
Payne. Pansies, by N. Wright, Jr. Zephyr&nthes carinata, PL16x 
Drumm^ndn, and clematis, by J. B. Francis. 

Native flowers, by A. O. Ordway, N. Wright, Jr., C. E. Brazer, 
C. A. Aiken. 

Fruit:— Strawberries, (Methven Castle,) very fine and large, meas- 
uring from three and a half to four and a half inches in circumfer- 
ence, from Alexander Wriirht, Esq. Strawberries from Rufus W hit- 
tier, and Mrs. J. H. Blake. Gooseberries, by William Spencer. 
Cherries, from H. W. Priest, and Robert Bradford, not raised m this 
vicinity. 

Vegetables.— Rhubarb, by P. P. Spalding, and D. P. Coburn, of 
Tyn^sboro*. 

The second exhibition of the season was held on Wednesday, 
September 16, the report of which is as follows:— 

Of the great crowd which thronged Mechanics Hall, Wednesday 
afternoon, to witness the exhibition of fruits and flowers, by the Mid- 
dlesex Horticultural Society, we have not met with a sin^le individ- 
ual whose expectations were not more than equalled by the rich dis- 
play, on that occasion, of many of the most choice and delicious, as 
well as most beautiful productions of this highly propitious season. 
Among the apples and grapes, there were some, which, in our opin- 
ion, surpassed the finest that were produced at the horticultural ex- 
hibition in Boston, which, we visited last week. 

Flowers;- A great variety of green-house plants from Nos. 2 and 
S, Bootl Mills, among which we noticed Finca r6^ea, purple and 
white, Jtfim6sa sensitiva, in full flower. CkWa sethidpica, frona J. 
Avery, Ornithdjjalum pyrenaicum, from P. P. Spalding. Fuchsta 
globosa, Cdnna indica, heliotrope, and a very large seedhng geran- 
ium, from N. Wright, Jr. Finca rosea, two varieties Fuchsia globd- 

sa, and a very beautiful in full flower, by James W ilson. 

Silvia spl^ndens, Mnurkndya Barclaydna, Calceolaria ruuosa, Schi- 
zinthus Pri^stu, from Dr. D. Parker. Salvia spleiidens, from P. W. 
Warren. Petunia and geranium, from G. H. Carleion- Fig tree, 
from Miss H. Reed. Purple petunia, from Mrs. T. S. Farnsworth. 
Globe amaranthus and Jerusalem cherry, from J. Sweetser. Several 
fine plants are omitted in the report, for want of names. Bouqueti 
VOL. TI. — NO. XII. 58 
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1\rom Mrs. S. Lawrence, S. Chellis, B. Green, Mrs. R. Reed, A* 
Batchelder, W. A. Ynnderlip, Mrs. S. Adams, B. F. Cutter, Mrs* 
M. Shattuck, C. £. Brazer, Miss £. Brownell, O. W. Bailey, R. 
Whittier, Mrs. J. Aiken, I. N. Metcalf, A. H. Hovey, Mrs. C. C. 
Nichols, — McAuley, and T. Clark. Choice varietien of zinnias, 
Oerman asters, yerbenas, &e. from R. Whittier, N. Wrif^bt, Jr., D. 
Parker, W. A. Vanderlip, and J. B. Francis. Twelve fine named 
rarieiies verbenas, from Hovey & Co., Boston. A very Isrge and 
beautiful show of dahlias, from D. Parker, L. Williams, Esq., and 
Hovey & Co. Dahlias, also, liy D. Dana, Esq., Miss Brownell, J. 

B. Francis, N. Wrif^ht, Jr., £. Beals, T. Clark, Abiel Rolfe, and A. 
H. Hovey, Cambridgeport. 

Fruit: — Apples, many very large and fine, by P. P. Spalding, and 
Amos Carlton, of Chelmsford, Simeon M. Marshall, Jonas Varnum, 
Pascal P. Coburn, and J. W. Wright, of Dracut, Messrs. Parker, 
of Billerica, A. Iiolden, of Lowell, and B. F. Cutter, of Pelham. 
Crab apiiles, by Mrs. A. French, of Lowell. Pears, by N. Spaldinff, 
and A. Carlton, of Chelmsford, E. Phinney, of Lexington, and P. P. 
Cobnrn, of Dracut. Peaches, by J. H. B. Ayer, of Lowell, £• 
Phinney, of Lexington, P. P. Coburn, of Dracut. Grapes in great 
variety, by S. M. Marshall, of DracUt, E. J. Payne, N. Wright, J. 
D. Prmce, of Lowell, A. Carlton, of iDhelmsford, D. P. Coburn, of 
Tvngsboro*, and E. Phinney, of Lexington. Plums, by N. Wright, 
of Lowell. Melons, of vanous kinds, by £. Phinney, of Lexington, 

C. Abbott, of Chelmsford, Messrs. Parker, of Billerica, L N. Met- 
calf, of Lowell, D. P. Coburn, of Tyngslwro', apd P. P. Coburn, of 
Dracut. 

Vegetables :-^Fine specimens of tomatoes and white carrots, also 
Canada corn, eleven and twelve ears from one seed, by B. F. Cutter, 
of Pelham. Tomatoes, by W. P. Brazer. Very large aquashea, 
weighing from fifly to one hundred pound.«, by L. G. Long, of Tewks- 
bury, P. P. Cobnrn, Dracut, Samuel Garland, A<mos Carlton, and 
the largest by J. B. V. Coburn, of Dracut. Several fine squashes, 
by £. B. Pasch, among which was one very curious looking, called 
too green Ox Bow. Two lieautiful specimens of the fruit of the egg 
plant, by Mr. McAnulty, of Lowell. One bushel Rohan potatoes, 
a fine sftecimen, aUo some of the **brown com," a variety yety large 
and early, a valuable kind to be introduced among our New England 
farmers, by J. B. V. Coburn, Dracut. " Parker corn," a very pro- 
ductive variety, by J. P. Cutter, Dracut. Virginia corn, very large, 
and nearly ripe, aUo a large sugarloaf cabbage, by C. C. Nichols. 
A good specimen of Tuscarora corn, by G. Parker, Billerica. Pota- 
toes, second year from seed, very fine; also, one peck Irish apple 
potatoes, raised from two eyes, very large and fair. A singular lot 
of tomatoes, and a few fine fieppers, from North Bend, by Samuel 
Lawrence, Esq. Stalks, bearing very fine large peppers, by B. F. 
Cutler, Pelham. Monstrous sugar beets, by several persons. — ( Jottr- 

Hortieullural ExhMiion in Roeheiter, N, Y» — The Genesee Agri- 
cultural Society held its annual show at Rochester on Saturday, the 7th 
of October. In connection with the other departments of the socie- 
ty, there was a very handaome display of flowers, fruits and vege- 
tables. The following is the report of the committee on horticulture: — 

Considering the little effort that had been bc!>towed upon this de- 

Eartment by the society, and the lateness of the season, the display of 
orticultural productions was very good: indeed it was much better 
than might have been expected under the circumstances. 
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Flowen:— The display was very good, consideriD; the lateneaa of 
the season. Indeed, were it not for the remarkably mild weather 
with which a kind Providence has favored us, these most beautiful of 
His works would not have ornamented our exhibition. 

The most beautiful object of the exhibition was a pyramid 
of double duhlias, about three feet hi(;h, arranged so as to dis« 
play almost every variety of colors in a beautiful combination. They 
were from the garden of Alex. Kelsey, £sq., by whose taste they 
were so beautifully arranired; premium $5. The best dozen dahlias, 
to Messrs. Ellwanger & Barry, florists, 93. 

Best two bouquets of cut flowers, to Messrs. Ellwnnfrer & Barry, 
$% A fine lot of cut flowers were presented by Miss Catharine 
Brooks, and aUo by Mr. A. Stone. — The Hall was also ornamented 
by a beautiful collection of f^reen-house plants, from Messrs. £11- 
wanger & Barry, and from Wm. King, florist. i 

Fruit: — The display consisted, mostly of apples ikxidt quinces. 
These were very plenty, and of i^reat beauty and excellence. The 
premium for the best dozen apples, was awarded to Josiah Howell, 
of Chili, for a dish of twenty-ounce apples, weighing over one pound 
each, well ripened, and of good flavor, $1. 

A large assortment of splendid apples were exhibited from the 
orchard of Wm. Pitkin, £. M. Parsons, Alex. Kelsey, Cbs. Fi- 
ler, N. Hay ward, M. Garret, and others. For the l^est dozen peach- 
es, to H. M. Ward, for very large orange clingstones, well kept, $1. 
Mr. N. Hayward exhibited fine malacatons. For the best dozen 
quinces, to J. W. Seward, $1. The displav of quinces was very 
fine. They were oflTered by Titus Goodman, N. Draper, Zera Burr, 
£. Moore, J. H. Robinson, Alex. Kelsey, Mrs. Mathies, and several 
others. 

Vegetables: — Some fine specimens were exhibited; but the com- 
petitors for the premiums were not as numerous as could have been 
wished. The committee awarded as follows: — * For the best two 
heads of cabbage, to B. Klaim, for very large and fine heads of the 
drumhead variety, $2. Best three watermelons, to H. N. Langwor* 
thy; very superior, no competition, discretionary premium, 93. Best 
three pumpkins, to Augustus Frederick; very handsome mammoth 
variety, weighing nearly one hundred pounds, each, $fL 

A number of very large squashes were exhibited, but not for com- 
petition. Best six beets, to J. Adams; long blood variety, $1. Se- 
veral lots of enormously large mangel wurtzels and sugar beets were 
exhibited: also some of the new early turnip rooted variety, called 
Bassano oeet, from the garden of Wm. R. Smith, of Macedon. Best 
six parsnips, to Theodore Backus, $1. Best turnips, to William 
Webb; several kinds, very fine, $1. Best onions, to William Hanv 
ilton; very larse and fine shaped, $1, Best celery, to Richard Coop^ 
•r; no competition, but ver^ fine; discretionary premium, $1. 

Among the vegetable curiosities, were some seven year pumpkins, 
exhibited by M. B. Bateham, some of which were raised in 1837, and 
Borae in 1898. They appeared as (resh as thoughjust taken from the 
vines, and bid fair to complete the seven years. They are kept in the 
•eed store. — {New Oenesee Farmer,} 

[Our correspondent, Mr. Bateham, has been active in gettini; up 
the horticultural display, and we are happy to learn that his eflforts 
seconded by others nave been so successful: another year wo abaU 
look for a more glowing description of the Annual Show.— Ed.} 
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Pennsyhania Horticultural Society. ^-We have, from time to time, 
pre^enced reports of the exhibitions of this society. The last which 
appeareil was that of July; the report of the Ausrust meetinf? was 
not received. We now annex an account of the annual exhihitioo 
which was held in September last, as copied from the printed report 
of the society. 

Pkiladelphioy Sept. 7/A, 1840.— The anniversary meeting of the 
Society was held at the hali, nn this evening. Joseph Price was 
called to the chair, and W. S. Vaux appointed secretary. Dr. G* 
Watson declined bein«f a cauilidnte for reelection to the office of re- 
cording secretary. The committee on nomination reported, and the 
Society proceeded to the choice of officers for the year 1841. The 
following centlomen were elected; — 

President, — Horace Binney. 

Fice Pr esidenl 8.— Charlea Chauncey, George Pepper, Joseph 
Price, and Robert Carr. 

Treasurer. — John Thomas. 

Corresponding Secretary. — J. B. Smith. 

Becoraine: Secretary, — Thomas P. James. 

2'ke Twelflh Jinnuat Exhibition of the Society was held in the Ma- 
sonic Hall, on the 16th, I7rh and 18th of September. The commit- 
tee preface their report with the following remarks: — 

The twelfth exhibition of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
was held in the Masonic Hall on the 16th, I7th and 18ih of Septem- 
ber, 1840; and presented a great attraction to the amateurs and ad- 
mirers of horticulture. The apartments of this buildiogi though no 
one of them affords the same magnificent coup d^mil which was pre- 
sented at the last autumnal exhibition in the hall of the Philadelphia 
Museum, yet, by their number and position, gave the means of a 
more convenient and select arrangement, at the cost of diminished 
labor and expense. The plants and flowers, the table fruits of the 
season, and the vegetables, and field products, had each their re- 
spective apartments; the first two of them immediately contiguous, 
and the third accessible by easy approach in the neighborhood, so 
that each class of objects could be separately inspected, and its full 
value appreciated. The whole bore the closest examination, and 
gave fresh proof of increasing science, taste, and interest in this de- 
partment. 

The large saloon of the hall was filled with plants, flowers, and 
floral decorations. In copiousness and in scientific characters, the 
plants were, in some particulars, superior to those of former exhibi- 
tions, and in all bore a fair comparison with the best of them. The 
details presented in the statements and reports, which follow, show 
that this is not merely general praise, but is sustained by particular 
proofs. 

Upon entering the saloon, the eye was at once arrested by the cen- 
tre table, an oval structure of ten by sixteen feet, rising by four gra- 
dations to a proportionate height, and containing about two hundred 
specimens of succulent plants, nearly the whole of which were of the 
order Caclacea; some of them very rare, and all of them in excellent 
condition. Among them, and worthy of particular notice, was a 
specimen of the Melocactus saccharinus, supposed to-be fifty years 
old, and measured twenty-six inche:s in diameter, placed at one end of 
the table, and, at the opposite, anorher specimen of the same plant, 
of rather smaller dimensions. In the collection were a dozen of Ce- 
reus senilis, preseuting the grave aspect of hoary headed senators 
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preaidiDg over the fantastic assembly which was arrayed around 
them; others of this genus, the C. azuretu, chlorocarpw, Victoria^ 
and of some species not yet ascertained, excited high interest. Of 
Eehinoeaelus there were forty specimens of lastisvinus surrounding 
the whole table on the first or lowermost grade, the, bristling guard, 
as it were, of the whole body: and of the same genus possessing in- 
terest, were the E, candicans, Kaitoinskiiy and twelve new species 
from South America. Of the J(f ammi/Zarta genus the most striking 
were the torttUentiiy monstrosai lon^imamma, and eighteen new spe- 
cies from South America and Mexico; and of the Opuntia, there 
were an interesting variety of new species from the same quarters. 
Many of the rarer species were ingrafted upon stalks of tne more 
common, thus presenting a variety of fanciful forms. 

This unique collection was contributed to the exhibition by Mr. 
John B. Smith, and might have been shown without apprehension to 
an European collector, or to a body of critical and scientific garden- 
ers in any part of the world. 

At the east and west of the centre table were two small circular ta- 
bles, bearing on their centre a beautiful specimen of Latania borbo~ 
m'ea and Zamia pungens, surrounded by Cacti, Euphorbias, Stapelio, 
etc. from various collections, interspersed with numerous bouquets. 

Between the central (able and that at the eastern end, was a high 
floral structure, to which the first premium offered for designs of this 
description was awarded. It was a composition of various parts, the 
foundation of which was a pedestal, supporting a globe, above which 
were projecting arms, suspending imitations of gardening implements, 
a spade, a rake, an edging tool, and a scupper hoe ; and still higher 
were the scales of Justice in equipoise, with an eye looking down 
upon them, and an eagle at the top, expanding his wings over the 
whole. It might be unjust without the aid of the inventor to interpret 
this allegorical figure; but if it meant to show that horticulture is 
worthy of attention all over the world, that, in the United States 
especially it does and will receive public patronage and protection, 
and that the true way to promote it is to keep a single and steady eye 
upoD the important administration of horticultural societies, so that 
their praises and rewards shall be distributed to those alone who de- 
serve them, without fear, favor or personal distinction ; it told an un- 
questionable truth which this society has always fell and will doubt- 
less continue to observe. 

Still further in an eastern direction was a beautiful rustic flower 
stand, bearing a tastefully arranged bouquet of cut flowers of a pyra- 
midal form. On the west side of the saloon was placed the model of 
a church encased with flowers, and near it a skeleton model of a tem- 

1>le, variously decorated with flowers, etc. And immediately to the 
eft of the entrance to the banqueting room, in which the fruits were 
displayed, was the model of a locomotive, of exact proportions and 
appropriate arrangement ; which in the estimation of the Committee 
merited the second premium offered for a fancy design in flowers — it 
was deservedly admired. While this praise is indispensably due both 
for the zeal and taste manifested in this, and in the floral design flrst 
mentioned ; it ought not perhaps to be forgotten, that flowers are 
never more appropriately used in the embellishment of exhibitions of 
horticulture, than in forms that are free, airy and graceful like them- 
selves, — ^in wreaths, festoons and bouquets ; which are untrammelled 
by the hard outline of implements of husbandry or of machines, to 
which io imitative floral structure they are bent or broken to conform. 
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It if hoped, that in succeedin^f exhibitions, while structures such M 
those now referred to will be presented, others of a free and more 
fVinciful character will not be unnresented. 

The saloon on all its sides exnibited tables which displayed choice 
irreen-house plants, orange, lemon, citron, pomeirranate trees in fill) 
fruit, — a fingered lemon tree of China in bearinj^, palms, cotton, the 
coffee tree, tea, sugar cane, pimento, pepper, ginger, cinnamon, ar* 
row root, sago, squill, camphor, tramboge, mastiche, quassia, — in- 
deed, specimens of almost every ])lant yielding commercial or medi* 
einal products. 

Through the centre of the banqueting room, and running nearly its 
whole length, was a table of three elevations, upon which were dis* 
played most beautiful specimens of choice fruit, though in a season 
rather remarkable than otherwise for the genera] scarcity of it. A 
seedling peach of great beauty was much admired and sousrht after 
for seed. Pears, some of them of truly mammoth size. Grapes in 
great variety. Apples, quinces, even strawberries, gratified the eye 
and tempted the palate. But that which attracted the attention of all 
Tisitors was a display of one hundred varieties of fruits from A. J. 
Downing & Co., of Newburgh, New York, consisting of thirty-six 
specimens of pears ; fifty-one of apples ; ten of plums ; and three of 
grapes. This affluent contribution from a sister State did not lose a 
single commendation, because it did not come from the gardens of 
Pennsylvania. 

The highest elevation of the table was covered with honey, in ghiss 
hives ; preserved fruits in glass jars ; grapes in pots ; and a pyramiil 
of flowers, to which the third premium was ntvarded ; dahlias anil 
cut flowers in tastefully arranged bouquets. Fruits and flowers were 
on all sides in the most attractive union, each embellishing the other. 

Of the vegetables in the third apartment it may be remarked that 
in size and quality they generallj^ surpassed any specimens shewn at 
former exhibitions, and that their variety was greater. It is in this 
department of horticulture that the art comes into contact with do^ 
mestic life in general, and contributes to the comfort of even the 
humblest table, by its influence upon the quantity, quality, andcheai>- 
ness of a necessary of life. 

Plants exhibited: — From John B. Smith, upwards of twohuodre«l 
specimens ofpl ants, including more than seventy-five species and vari- 
eties of the Cact&ceiB and of some of them from ten to forty plants 
each. From Carr, McAvoy 8l Gale, sixty plants, mostly hot-house 
specimens. From Gen. Robt. Patterson, upwards of one hundred 
fine plants. From P. Mackenzie, one hundred and twenty plants, in- 
cluding some new things, among which we notice iSalvia pfrtens, and 
Passifldra Louddnt. From Robert Bnist nearly one hundred species 
of various plants, among them Euph6rhia Bry&ntt, Gladiolus ram6- 
sus, Phldx omnifldra, and Tweddiea ccBrOlea. From Bernard DukOp 
fifty plants. From Peter Raabe, twenty-five plants. From Robt. 
Kilvington, upwards of fiAy plants, a portion of them indigenous spe- 
cies. From Mrs. Hibbert fit'iy plants. From J. Sherwood, seventy- 
five plants. From Richie & Dick, twenty-five plants. From A. Dry- 
burgh, twenty plants. From Alex. Parker, nearly one hundred and 
-fifty plants of a great variety of kinds. 

but Flowers in Stands, Dahlias: — Bv Henry A. Dreer; Thomas 
Hancock, Burlin^on ; Robert Buist ; T homes Heiskell, Bristol ; G. 
C. Tborburn, N. York ; Peter Mackenzie ; Gen. R. Patterson ; 
Joshua Longstreth ; Mrs. Hibbert ; Alex. Parker ; Lenfesty & Lenis; 
and Rebsrt Rilvington. 
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The first pretniDm of twenty varieties, by H. A. Dreer, consisted 
of the following: — Cleopatra, Maic) of Jucfab, Brown's Quilled Per- 
fection, WidnalPs Reliance, Ne Plus Ultra, Sylph, Elphinstone's 
Coronation, Conqueror of Europe, Marshal Soult, Wilmer's Ring- 
leader, Middlesex Rival, Kingscote Rival, Buist's Mrs. Rushton, 
Sunbury Hero, Lewisham Rival, Brown's Colos.4us, Suffolk Hero, 
Horwood's Defiance, Striata forrnosissima, and Mountjoy's Ovid. 

The second premium of twenty varieties, by Thomas liancock, viz: 
Hero of Tippecanoe, Girling's Sufiblk Hero, Lord Mor|)eth, May- 
bew's Rosetta, Green's Wonder, Hei^kell's Fannv, Fi-nherton Cham- 
pion, Well's Champion, Mii^s Wilson, Hero of Wakefield, Marchio- 
ness of Lansilowne, Queen of Scots, Buist's Mrs. Rushton, Don 
Carlos, Bowline-Green Rival, Whale's Royal Standard, Horwood's 
Defiance, Knight's Lady Webster, Cambridge Hero, and Middlesex 
Rival. 

The third premium of twenty varieties, by Robert Buist, viz: Gran- 
ta. Fowler's Duchess of Richmond, Hero of Tippecanoe, Criterion, 
Garth's Queen of Beauty, Ansell's Unique, Buist's Mrs. Jones, In- 
dependent, Blandina, Yellow Perfection, Thos. Clarkson, Grandis 
Warminster Rival, Springfield Major, Buist's Magician, Rienzi, Es- 
sex Rival, Buist's seedling, 1840, Royal Standard, and Buist's Mrs. 
Rushton. 

Seedling dahlias, by Robert Buist, and Gerhard Schmitz; roses by 
Peter Mackenzie, thirty varieties; Robert Buist and Mrs. Hibbert; 
tuberoses-by Wm. Graham. 

Fancy Designs, Pyramids, &c.: — By Andrew Dryburgh, a very 
hiji^h fancy structure, variously composed of small designs, formed 
with a profusion of flowers, crowned by an eagle. From Wm. Nor- 
ris, by Joseph Cook, gardener, a very neat model of a locomotive, of 
exact proportions, enveloped in flowers appropriately arranged-^ 
much admired. By John Sherwood, a pyramid of flowers, some ten 
feet in height, advantageously constructed, finished by a floral star of 
the first ma|piitude, ra^ed with thirteen smaller ones, corresponding 
with the thirteen primitive states. 

From Mrs. Rowland, by Alex. Cale, gardener, a large tastefully 
arranged pyramid, formed of the choicest flowers, standing upon a 
beautiful rustic flower stand ; and two handsomely constructea bas- 
ket bouquets. By Jonathan Tyson, Abington, Pa., a floral model of 
a pagoda, evincing much taste m its arrangement. From Wm. Ca- 
mac, by P. Flemming, gardener, a model of a church, which in con- 
struction and finish displayed correct taste ; and a fine bouquet in a 
flower stand. From Mrs. Stott, by Wm. Chalmers, gardener, a skel- 
eton model of a temple, variously decorated with flowers, etc. 

By James Watt, a skeleton model of a temple some twelve feet in 
height, arranged with neatness, and upon iu spire perched an eagle ; 
also, a beautiful small cone bouquet. By Archibald Ritchie, a minia- 
ture flower garden, about ten by twelve feet, scientifically laid out. 
By H. & A. S. Utier, a fine large cone bouquet, in floral profusion. 
From the country seat of the late S. Gratz, a small and chaste flo- 
ral pavilion. By Mrs. Gen. Patterson, a large glass vase of the 
choicest cut flowers, appropriately and beautifully arranged ; also, 
two smaller of neat construction. From T. C. Percival, a vase of 
select flowers, displaying in the arrangment much skill and taste. 

By Peter Mackenzie, an anchor, enveloped with flowers. Robert 
Buist, a floral design of a coat of arms, H. S., and two dia>nond bou- 
quets of dahlias. Miss Percival, two neat basket bouquets of fresh 
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floweri, much admired for the taste observed in their arrangement. 
Samuel Maupay, a cone bouquet, in correct taste. From Joshua 
Longstreth, a range of beautiful bouquets. By Robert Kilvington, 
an interesting basket bouquet, entirely of indigenous flowers; and 
several others in basket form, of cut flowers. By Charles Couover, 
a pair of festoons, of beautiful construction, and a handsome basket 
bouquet. By S. & H, Cooper, a pair of festoons formed of ever- 
greens, with flowers appropriuiely interwoven. 

Fruits: — One of the finest collections of fruits^ was one hundred 
varieties from the nursery of our corre^ipondent, Wr. A. J. Downing, 
Newburgh, N. Y. The committee speak in high praise of the speci- 
mens, and remark that they have never been surpassed on any former 
occasion. The followiug are the names: — 

From A. J. Downing & Co., Newburirh, N. Y: Pears— Bartlett, 
Frederic of Wurlemberg, Cnpinumont, Bezide la Motie, Althorpe 
Crnssane, brown Beurre, fiuerr^ Diel, Easter Buerr^, St. Michael 
or Virgalieu, Buffum, GansePs Ber/^amot, Swiss Bergnniot, Easter 
Bergamot, Sylvunge Bergatnot, Delices d'Ardenpont, Duchess d'An- 

fouleme, Bleeker'd Mendow, Nnpoleon, Wilkinson, Seckel, Fulton, 
Irhaniste, Henry IV, Louise Bonne (real,) Swan's Egg, Passe 
Colmar, Priiicess of Orange, Black Pear of Worcester, Rousseleite 
de Rheims, St. Germain, Buerr^ Blanc, Autumn Bergamot, Angle- 
terre, Gil-o-gil, Beurr^ Rans, Hericart: Apples — Baldwin, Bedford- 
shire Foundling, Black gilliflower, English Golden pippin, Cornish 
Aromatic, Ens^lish Nonpariel, Domine, English russet. Federal 
pearmain, Fallowater, Gardener's sweet pearmain, Gravenstein, 
Flushing Spitzemberg, Fanieuse, Grnnd Sachem, Greenwich, Haw- 
thornden, Zank, Autumn pearmain, Pennock, Holland pippin, Jersey 
sweeting, Jonathan, Kerry pippin, Kiilnm-Hill, Lady apple, 'Lemoa 

Sippin, Lucombe's seedling, Monstrous pippin, Margil, Norfolk 
ieaufln. Pumpkin sweeting. Priestly, Cumberland, Golden Harvey* 
Jersey greening. Roe's sweeting, Ross Nonpareil, Red Bellflower, 
Ribston pippin, Rhode Island greening, Sapson, Scarlet pearmain, 
Swaar, yellow Bellflower, Williams's Favorite, Summer Sweet Para- 
dise, Winter Sweet Paradise, Siberian Crab, Porter, Beauty of Kent. 
Plums — Coe's Golden Drop, Coe's late Red, Diamond, late yellow 
Gage, Purple Gage, Roe's Siamese, Roe's Autumn Gage, Frost 
plum, Violet Perdrigon, Coxe's seedling. Grapes — Catawba, Isa- 
bella, Elsinboro'. 



By C. S. Langstreth: — Grapes — white Sweetwater, white Greek, 
Miller Burgundy, black Hamburgh, red or rose Burgundy, gre^n and 
yellow Provence, Chasselas of Fontainbleau, and white Muscat of 



Alexandria, By James Laws: — Grapes — Hansteretto, purple Fron- 
tignac, Royal Chasselas, Muscat of Alexandria, white Frontignac, 
Columbian, and golden Chasselas. By Mrs. Stott: — Grape.<«, raised 
under glass — white Syrian, black Hamburgh, and white Mu«cat of 
Alexandria. By William Graham: — Grapes — black Hamburgh, Na- 
tive, Isabella, and Catawba. Lemons — St. Helena. 

By John B. Smith :--Pears— butter, Seckel and Doyenne. Straw- 
berries — monthly Alpine and filberts. From the country seat of the 
late S. Graiz: — Pears — Seckel; apples, quinces, figs, two varieties; 
DUtmeff melons and filberts. By Robert Kilvington : — Pears — Seckel, 
FrencD Bergamot and seedling; berberries, Japan quinces, and an ap- 
ple of the second crop this season. By George Sibbald: — Pears — 
Seckel and Chisel; and papaws, the fruit of Anona tnbola. By Ho- 
race Binney :— Pears — Seckel; apples — ^pound variety; and nutmeg 
melons. 
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Besides these contribution8,tbere were numerous specimens of Chas- 
sehis, Hamburgh and native grapes, from more than twenty-five ex- 
hibitors ; also a great variety of peaches, walnuts, Slc, from numer- 
ous individuals. 

Vegetables: — The annual display of the society has always been 
remarkable for the superior quality of the vegetables exhibited. The 
efforts of the society to create an interest in this department of garden- 
ing are highly commendable, and should be seconded by every other 
society in the country. The committee truly remark, that " the re- 
markable quality, and size, of the vegetables presented were strongly 
indicative of a very productive season, for objects in this department 
of horticulture. The spirit of emulation evinced by contributors, in 
their endeavors to outvie, cannot but result beneficially; in some in- 
stances, the varietv of individual collections, Avas so extensive as al- 
most to embrace the whole catalogue of esculents. 

By S. 8l H. Cooper: — Potatoes, of early white, Mercer, black, and 
ash-leaved kidney varieties; onions — Strausburg and brown Portu- 
gal from seed; cabbage — red, Savoy, and drumhead; carrots; let- 
tuce; endive; salsify; beets — turnip, sugar and long; pumpkins — 
long necked and mammoth ; citron preserving melons; tomatoes, 
egg and plum; egi^ plants; scjuashes, round and long; red pippins; 
parsnips; radishes, four varieties; mangel wurtzel; horse-radish; 
turnips, red and white topped; ruta baga; celery; Swiss chard; spi- 
nach; cucumbers; peas; okra; nasturtians; Lima beans; corn; bal- 
sam apples, thyme, sweet Basil, and sage. 

By Jacob Engleman : — potatoes — Mercer, Calimanca, white Nova 
Scotia, late blueskin, and Rohan; onions— one string, eight feet, con- 
taining one hundred and fortv-eight; cabbage — drumhead and red; 
lettuce — Palantine head; salsi^; cucumbers — white spined and four 
pickling varieties; beans — Lima, long and short pod, and Valentine; 
green peas; tomatoes, and white hominy corn. 

By Albinus Felton: — potatoes; onions, white and red; cabbage- 
Savoy and drumhead; brocoli; lettuce — royal cabbage and Cos; en- 
dive; tomatoes, four varieties; turnips, white and blue topped; egf 
plants^ark purple and long purple; cucumbers; radishes; kohl rabi; 
beans; Swiss chard; and parsley. 

Upwards of forty other members contributed a great variety of 
vegetables, but which we have not room to enumerate. 

The following are the reports of the committee awarding premi- 
ums: — 

The premiums on this occasion were awarded as follows, viz: — 

Plants and FLowaas. — For the best twenty varieties of dahlias, 
to Henry A. Dreer. 

For the next best twenty varieties of dahlias, to Thoifias Hancock, 
Burlington, N. J. 

For the next best twenty varieties of dahlias, to Robert Buist. 

For the next best display of dahlias, to Henry A. Dreer. 

For the next best display of dahlias, to George C. Thorburn, N. Y. 

For the best American seedling self-colored dahlia, to R. Buist. 

For the next best American seedling self-colored dahlia. Lady 
Washington, to .Gerard Schmitz. 

For the best design of cut flowers, to A. Dryburgh. 

For the next best design of cut flowers, to Joseph Cook, gardener 
to William Norris. 

For the next best design of cut flowers, to John Sherwood. 
VOL. VI. — KO. ZIL 59 
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For the best pair of wreaths, to Charles Conover, gardener to I. C. 
Jones. 

For the next best pair of wreaths, to S. & H. Cooper. 

For the best bouquet, to Samuel Maupay. 

For the next best bouquet, to P. Flemining, f^ardener to W. Camac. 

Your committee also recommend the following honorary preuiiums 
to be awarded by the Society, viz: — 

£ight dollars to Archibald Ritchie, for a fine and showy model of a 
flower garden. 

Eight dollars to William Chalmers, sen., gardener to Mrs. Stott,for 
a handsome model of a tnmple. 

Eight dollars to P. Flemraing, for the very pretty and neat model 
of a church. 

Seven dollars to James Watt, for the model of a temple. 

Six dollars to Alexander Caie, gardener to Mrs. Rowland, for a fine 
pyramid of flowers. 

Five dollars to H. & A. S. Huber, for a cone of flowers. 

Four dollars to J. Tyson, for a pagoda. 

Three dollars to Philip Reilly, gardener to Miss Gratz, for a model 
of a temple. 

Three dollars to Peter Mackenzie, for nn anchor of flowers, &c. 

Three dollars to Miss Percival, R. Kilvington, and C. Conover, 
lor basket bouquets. 

Your committee would be wanting in their duty, did they not ac- 
knowledge, with much pleasure, the handsome bouquets presented 
bv Mrs. Gen. Patterson, Mrs. Rowland, Joshua Lon^treth, and 
Vr illiam Camac, Esqrs., — as also, the cut flowers from the gardens 
of Mrs. Stott and Mrs. Hibbert, and Messrs. Longstreth, Buiat, Kil- 
vington, Dryburgh,aBd Dreer, with which the rooms were decorated. 

Fruit. — The Committee on Fruits report, that, aAer a careful and 
delicate attention to the merits of the respective articles in com|)etition 
in their department,they have awarded the following premiums, viz: — 
For Foreign Grapes raised in the open air. 

For the best black Hamburgh, four bunches, to C. S. Longstreth. 

For the best Hansteretto, four bunches, to Jatnes Laws. 

For the best Chasselas, four bunches, to C. S. Longstreth. 

For the best white Frontignac, four bunches, to James Laws. 

For the best of another variety, four bunches, to James Laws. 

For the liest foreign grapes, raised under glass, viz., white Syrian, 
Uack Hamburgh, and white Muscat of Alexandria, to William Chal- 
mers, gardener to Mrs. Stott, 

For Native Ortmet. 

For the best Isabella, six bunches, to William Graham. 

For the next best Isabella, six bunches, to Benj. E Valentine. 

For the best Bland, or Powell, six bunches, to Benj. E. Valentine. 

For the next best Bland, or Powell, six bunches, to Wm. Savery. 

For the best Catawba, six bunches, to Isaac Meyer. 

For the next best Catawba, six bunches, to Isaac Koons. 

For the best of another variety, six bunches, to T. Hilyard. 

For the best peck of peaches, Lemon Cling; contributor not known. 

For the best two dozen peaches, to Wm. M. Alburger. 

For the best bushel of seedling peaches, to George Thomas. 

For the best peck of Seckel pears, to John B. Smith. 

For the best peck of Butter pears, to John B. Smith. 

For the best peck of another variety of pears, Doyenne, to John 
B. Smith. 
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For the best apples, one peck, to Josiab Buzby. 
For the next best apples, one peck, to Geo. RobinsoDi gardener to 
H. Binney. 
For the best bushel of apples, to Charles Haines. 
For the best watermelons, to Jacob Amon. 
For the next best watermelons, to J. J. Hatch. 
For the best citroo melons, to George Robinson, gardener to H« 
Binney. 
For the best quinces, a half peck, to £dward Smith. 
And your committee most respectfully call the attention of the So* 
ciety to the beautiful and very interesting display of fruits presented 
at the exhibition by Messrs. A. J. Downing & Co., of Newburjg^h, N. 
Y., comprising a great variety of the most choice and rare kmds of 
pears, apples, &c., all of which were arranged with the greatest care 
and attention, and are well deserving an honorary premium of ten 
dollars. 

The display of fruits generally, the committee regret, was not as 
rich as usual, owing to a variety of unforeseen causes, yet was cal- 
culated to incite the admiration and tempt the palate of numerous 
visitors. 

And your committee notice with pleasure the introduction of the 
Alpine strawberry and filberts, which, being rather out of the com- 
mon course, they hope will excite proper attention on the part of 
those disposed to cultivate them. For the first, they are indebted to 
the assiduous attention of John 6. Smith, Esq., and the latter also, 
from the same source, and the Girard bank. 

Vegetables.— The Committee on Vegetables report, that they 
have decided, upon due inspection of the obieots presented by com- 
netitors, in awarding the premiums offered by the society, as fol* 
lows: — 
For the best potatoes, one bushel of the Mercer, to S. Gratz. 
For the best sweet potatoes, one bushel, to Jacob Amon« 
For the best onions, four dozen, to H. & A. S. Uber. 
For the best cabbage, six heads, to S. & U. Cooper. 
For the next best cabbage, six heads, to George Esher. 
For the best red cabbag-e, six heads, to George Esher. 
The red cabbage exhibited by George Roessler, would have been 
entitled to the premium, had there been the requisite quantity, being 
but four heads, for which, however, the committee award an honors 
ary premium of two dollars. 

For the best carrots, field culture, two dozen, to Geo. RobinsoOi 
gardener to H. Binney. 
For the best lettuce, six heads, to Albinus Felton. 
For the best endive, blanched, six heads, to George Esher. 
An honorary premium of two dollars to Wm. Chalmers, Sen., for 
a new variety of endive, raised from seed from Bremen, presented 
by the society. 
For the best salsify, two dozen, to Jacob Engleman. 
For the best display of vegetables, a premium of two dollars, to 
S. & H. Cooper. 

For the next best display of vegetables, a premium of two doUarsi 
to Jacob Engleman. 

The committee deem the following contributors, each, fully enti- 
tied to an honorary premium of two dollars, for the fine specimens of 
articles specified. 
To James Watt, for sweet potatoes, grown in Pennsylvania. 
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To Jacob fiogleman, for esg plants. 

To David Comfort, for Valparaiso squash. 

To Edward Streiiiback, for su^ar beet, 

To Samuel M. Cohen, for a display of toitiatoes. 

To S. & H. Cooper, for a display of potatoes. 

To Jacob £nglemaii, for a display of potatoes. 

To Jeremiah Comfort, of Montgomery Co., for the best display of 
honey. 

Meeting, Oct. QOth, 1840. — A stated meeting was held this even- 
ing, and the President took the chair, and expressed his acknowledge- 
ment for the honor conferred upon him by a re-election. 

The committee, to whom was referred the subject of procuring 
more suitable accommodations for the Society, submitted a report of 
their proceedings, and offered some resolutions relative to the same. 
These resolutions provide that a committee of fifteen be appointed, 
to open a subscription for one thousand shares of stock, of fifty dol- 
lars each, for tbe purpose of creatint^ a fund to erect a hall for the 
permanent accommodation of the Society, and that the committee 
wait upon every member of the society, for the sub^scription of one 
share only. 

A communication was read, offering a site for the proposed hall. 

The following objects were exhibited: — 

Plants.-'From Robert Buist, Ardisia crenuUta, A. serratif^Iia, Jis- 
cUpias curass4vica, Beg6nta Sell6wu,Cr6wea saligna,Echev<^ria sran- 
difl6ra, E'pacris impr^ssa, i^^rica curvifl6ra riibra, Gardoquia Hodk- 
eri, Jasminum grandifl6rum, Lechena^ltta form6sa, Metrosiddros 
multifldra, O'lea frk^rans, O'xalis B6wiei, iSalvia pktens, iS^dum Sie- 
b61dn, Strelitzta regime, Thunbdrgia grandifl6ra, and chrysanthema 
of varieties, Admiration, Compactum, Conqueror, Conspicuum, 
Queen, Triumphant aud Victory, a bouquet, and a stand of cut 
dahlias. 

By Peter Mackenzie, cut dahlias, fine specimens of about thirty 
choice varieties. 

Bouquets.^By Joseph Cook, Wm. Chalmers, Sen., Robert Kil- 
vin{;ton, and Samuel S- Richie. 

Fruits. — By Robert Kilvington, a delicious dish of strawberries. 

Vegetables, — By Jacob Engleman, Cauliflower Brocoli, Lettuce of 
yellow Butterhead, Palautine, and white Cos kinds, Cabbage of the 
brumhead, curled Savoy, and red pickling; broad-leaved and curled 
Endive; red Russia and white Celery; Tomatoes, orange Carrots, 
and Salsify. By George Robinson, gardener to H. Binney, fine heads 
of brocoli. {Society^ s Report,) 



Art. II. Ma$$aehusettB Horticultural Society, 

Saturday, Oct, S\,— Exhibited, Fruits: — From the President, 
handsome specimens of Passe Colmar, Beurr6 d'Aremburg, and 
Beurr^ Diel pears. From John Prince, very large Marie Louise, 
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and Urbaniste [iears. From C. Newhall, Dorchester, Bleeker's Mea- 
dow, Dix, and Wilkinson pears, the two latter very superior; also, 
beautiful Gravenstein apples. From Joseph Batch, Roxbury, grapes, 
from vines received from France, without name; open air cultivation, 
and very fair. 

Nov. 1th, — An adjourned meeting from October a4th; the Presid- 
ent in the chair. A committee of three was chosen, to report upoa 
the expediency of awarding medals in place of monev, for premiums. 
Messrs. C. M. Hovey, Jos. Stickney, and Joseph breck were ap- 
pointed the committee, to report at the stated meeting in December. 

Mr. Francis Bowman, of Cambridgeport, was admitted a subscrip- 
tion member. 

Nov, lAth. — Exhibited, Fruits: — From R. Manning, Van Mons's 
No. 70, Bishop's Thumb, Princess d'Orange, Winter Nelis, and 
Beurr^ Duval pears, the latter a very fine variety: Bishop's Thumb 
is also a superior pear. From the President, large and beautiful 
specimens of the Columbian, Beurr^ d'Aremburg, Passe Colmar, and 
Burgomaster pears. The Columbian is a large, showy, and exceed- 
ingly fine November pear; the Beurr6 d'Aremburg will rank with the 
very best. From Dr. E. Wight, Boston, red apples. From Wil- 
liam Oakes, Ipswich, fine specimens of the Minister apple, from the 
original tree; this variety is not only an exceedinglv beautiful fruit, 
but possesses first rate qualities. From Hon. E. Vose, King of the 
pippin apples. From J. W. Scudder, Barnstable, ripe cranberries, 
together with a specimen' of cranberry jam and jelly, both well pre- 
pared, and of fine appearance. The cranberries were very large, 
deep crimson, and ripe. 

Vegetables: — From C. P. Bosson, thirty-one varieties of turnips, 
raised from seed received from Scotland last spring. Mr. Bosson 
presented seeds to Dr. Holmes, of the Maine Farmer ^ Mr. Drew, of 
the Maine Cultivator, D. Haggerston, gardener to J. P. Cushing, 
Esq., and some others; the specimens shown were cultivated by Mr. 
Haggerston. Some of the varieties are new and distinct, and well 
worth trial; but a majority of them are so near alike, that it would 
be useless to cultivate them as so many distinct sorts; ten out of the 
thirty would comprise all the best. The names are as follows: — 

Green-top yellow Bullock, Hood's yellow, Lewisham Ox heart, 
Lawrence's yellow Tankard, Old Scotch yellow, purple-top scarlet, 
Pomeranian white Globe, green Tankard, Long black, yellow Stone, 
purple-top Hybrid, Dale's Hybrid, white Flat Winter, Lawson's 
white Stone, Large Norfolk, Improved yellow Stone, yellow Tank- 
ard, red Round, red Globe, green-top yellow, green Round, green- 
top yellow Ox-hearc, purple-top yellow. Flat Dutch, Early Snow- 
ball, yellow Maltese, green Globe, yellow Altringharo, Pollock's fine 
green-top, and Early yellow Stone. From I. Davis, Worcester, 
celery. 

Nov. flUt. — Exhibited. Fruits:— From Robert Manning, Bonne 
Louise, and Bishop's Thumb pears. From E. M. Richards, Bonne 
Louise pears. From B. V. French, Chaumontelle pears. From W. 
Pratt, Bonne Louise pears. From Capt. DeWolf, Brighton, Mon- 
sieur Le Curd, (Burgomaster of Boston,) pears. From A. H. 
Green, of Worcester, Sweet russett apples, from a seedline tree; 
this is a very excellent fruit. From E. W. Pike, Exeter, N. H., 
sweet apples, very large and handsome, and well worthy of cultiva- 
tion. From W. Oakes, Ipswich, fine specimens of Minister apples, 
from the original tree. 
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Faneuil Hall Market. 



Art. III. Faneuil UaU Markei. 



Roots, Tuhirt, 4rc, 
Potatoes, new: 

<^»»-.l?:rb:w::: 

Sweet, per bushel, 

Turnips: 

Common, per bushel,. . . 

Kuta Baga, per bushel, . . 
Onions: 

New white, per bunch,. . . 

Red, per bunch, 

Yellow, per bushel, 

White, per bushel, 

Beets, per bushel, 

Carrots, per bushel,. 

Parsnips, per bushel, 

Shallots, per pound, 

Garlic, per pound, 

Horseradish, per pound . . . 

Cabbagu, Salads, ^c. 

Cabbages, per dosan: 

Savoy, 

Drumhead 

Red Dutch, 

Brocoli, each, 

Cauliflowers, each, 

Celery, per root, 

Lettuce, per head, 

Tomatoes, per halTpeck,. . 

Cucumbers, (pickled) pr ffal. 

Peppers,(piclUed) per gallon 



Pat and Stoeet Herht. 

Parsley, per half peck,. . 
Sage, per pound,. ...... 

Marjonim, per bunch,.. 

Savory, per bunch, 

Spearmint, per bunch, . • 



From 
• cu. 

1 26 

60 
1 00 

60 
1 76 
1 00 
1 00 



26 
26 

4 

4 

821 
76 
60 
60 
76 
20 

m 

10 



«74 

60 

76 

m 

124 

8 

6 
26 
26 
871 



25 

17 

6 

6 



To 
»cu, 

1 60 
76 

200 



874 

6 
6 

76 
1 00 

62^ 



124 



60 
76 

26 
26 
124 



20 
124 
124 
6 — 



Squ0sk§t and Pm mpkiuW i 

Squashes, per ponnd: 
AuCumoal Marrow, • . . • . 
Winter crookneck,. . . . 

Pumpkins, each 



Fruits. 

Apples, dessert: 

Common, per bushel, . . 

Extra, per bushel, ..... 

Baldwins, per barrel, . . 

Russets, per barrel, . . . 

Greeoinp, per barrel . . 

Pearmains, per barrel,. . 

N. Y. Pippins, per bairel. 

Sweet, per barrel, 

Hub*ston Nonsuch, pr bbl. 

Spice apples, per barrel,. 

Dried apples, per pound,. 
Pears, per half pedL : 

Bleekei'*s Moidow, 

Chaumontelle 

Common, 

St. Michaels, per dox. . . . 

St. Germain, per dox. . . . 

Brown Beurre, per dot. . . 

Buraomaster, per dec. . . . 

St. Michael ; Archangel, ) 
per dosen, y 

Baking, per bushel 

Grapes, per pound : 

Black Hamburgh, 

White Sweetwater, 

Malaga 

Isabella 

Quinces, per bushel^ 

Pine-apples, each, 

Cranberries, per bushel,. . . . 

Lemons, per dosen 

Oranges, per dosen : 

Sicily, 

Havana, (sweet) 

dieptnuts, per bushel 

Wabnts, per bushel, ••.... 



FVon 
$cts. 

n 

1 

20 



874 
75 
60 
60 
60 
00 
76 
00 
60 
60 
4 

60 
60 
87 

76 
76 
60 

60 

60 

874 

20 

00 

60 
20 

26 
87J 
76 
76 



To 

$cts. 



60 
1 00 
1 76 

1 76 
1 7* 

200 



2e» 



60 



I 00 
75 



200 

25 

800 

1 75 
25 

874 
60 
800 

2 00 



Remarks. — The moDth of November has been one of the most 
disagreeable which has been experienced for several years. Durinfr 
nearly the whole month, there nave been continued rains, and cold 
northeasterly storms; there have been, also, one or two light falls of 
snow. The quantity of rain which fell has been stated to be greater 
than during any month, except one, for twentv-five years, amounting 
to about ten inches- Luckily, however, the nne weather of October 
enabled the fanner to prepare his crops for the winter; and, beyond 
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the unfavorable state of the season, for ploaghing, &c., no injury has 
been experienced from it. 

Potatoes have continued to arrive in such quantities, and are re- 
tailed out from the vessels in such small lots, that the n^arket has be- 
come very heavy; prices are not as firm as at our last date: East- 
ports of prime quality have submitted to a reduction of twenty-five 
cents or more per barrel, and there is now a larger stock than usual 
in the market; as long as the weather continues open, the supplv 
will be abundant: Sweet potatoes have been exceedingly plentirul, 
several lots having been sold during the month; prices low for the 
lateness of the year. Turnips dull, and prices depressed. Onions 
remain the same, with light sales. Beets, &pC., little heavier. Pars- 
nips are now excellent aud abundant. 

Cabbages are well supplied: drumheads are large and excellent. 
Cauliflowers have been more abundant than we have generally found 
them. Celery good and plentiful. Lettuce comes to hand of very 
fair size. Tomatoes are raised in green-houses, from roou put into 
tubs in September. Squashes yet remain nearly the same, with how- 
ever, a slight advance upon autumnal marrows; those of superior 
quality command our highest quotations. 

The stock of fruit has been large, and, up to this period, fair sales 
have been effected: apples have been taken for shipment, and prices 
remain the same; Newton pippins are rather scarce. Of pears there 
has been a continued supply of several good sorts, in better order 
than usual at this late period of the vear. Grapes, excepting foreign, 
are all gone, but a few inferior black Hamburgns: Malagas are plen- 
tiful, and are selling low, several lots having arrived since our last 
report. Berberries all gone. Cranberries have risen a shade; large 
ex|>orts have been made. Chestnuts are abundant, and there has 
been some improvement in prices. Walnuts are lower. — M, T., 
Boston, Nov. 37/A, 1840. 



HORTICULTURAL MEMORANDA 

' POa DECBMBXR. 



raUIT DEPARTMENT. 

Winter is at length upon us, and has put a stop to nearly all the 
out-door operations of the gardener. Transplanting cannot now be 
effected, with any good result, and any thing by chance omitted, had 
now better remain until April. Too late planting is not attended with 
any benefit, and there is too much risk about it, to be much practised. 
If the gardener or cultivator has been attentive, nearly all necessary 
work will have been completed, and everjr thing will he in readiness 
for winter. It is better to finish all operations too soon, than to be too 
late. 

Grtqte vines, in the green-house or grapery, will now have ripened 
their wood, and will soon be in readiness for pruning, which should 
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take Dlace between the 15th and last of the month: let the work be 
well done, every cut neatly performed, and handsome, straight, firm 
wood left, cutting away that which is pithy and unripe. If cuttings 
are wanted, select out the very best, and throw the remainder away. 
Tie up the shoots, to prevent their being broken or injured. 

Strawberry beds should be protected with a very slight covering of 
coarse manure, or leaves. Old beds will require scarcely any, but 
young plants should be covered a little deeper. 

Baspberry vines should be covered, if not already done. 

Fruit treesj particularly young ones, should have a little manure 
thrown round the stem, and on the surface of the soil, to prevent its 
continuiilly freezing and thawing in the spring. 

Grafts cut now, should be placed away in the cellar, with the low- 
er ends in a box or pot of soil. 

FLOWER DEPART MEKT. 

Dahlias will probably have been taken up ere this, and properly 

gut away in a suitable place. If they have not been, no time should 
e lost in doing so. 

Tulip and hyacinth beds should have a covering of about four 
inches of leaves, or coarse manure, to prevent ,the frost from pene- 
trating too deep. 

Perennial plants ^ such as pinks, foxgloves, &c., should have a 
slight protection of leaves, &c. 

Camellias will need good supplies of water while they are flower- 
ing. Ever^ plant should be to[>-dres8ed, the leaves well washed, and 
the stems, if crooked, tied up to a neat stick. The seeds may be 
planted this month. 

Ericas should be carefully watered. 

Lechnaultias will also require attention: see that they are not 
watered too freely, and let them be kept as near the glass as possible. 

Oeraniums should be placed in an airy situation, and be duly and 
regularly watered. 

Chrysanthemums will now be done flowering, and the plants may 
be removed to the cellar. 

Ranunculuses must have a good protection of leaves and a frame, 
to keep them well during winter. 

Ferbenas should be placed on a shelf near the glass, and very spar- 
ingly watered. 

Cactuses should not be watered oflener than once a week. 

Oxalises, spar axis ^ ^e., which have begun to grow, should be 
placed in the front shelves, near the glass. 

IS'ee peonies in pots may be brougnt into the green-house for early 
flowering. 

Hyacinths, planted in pots in October, may be now brought into 
the i^reen-house or parlor, and they will grow rapidly. 

Amaryllises should be potted now. 

Roses, Rhododendrons, and other half hardy plants may be protect- 
ed in a frame. 

White lilies may be potted for forcing, if the roots have not al- 
ready been planted in the open ground. 

Green-hmue plants of all kinds should be top^lressed, and put in 
order: all stragffling ones tied up to neat green tticksy and all decay- 
ed leaves picked off. 
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In the body of the Magazlna, a few errora occur la the tpelUng ot the boUmleml oamei, 
Um capitalizing of generic aud ipecifie namee, tbeir derivation and accentaatlon : tbvao 
are all corrected in tbe following list of planu. Tbe synonymes, in several Inilmnces, 
liave also been given, wbere planu bave been incorrectly indicated. 



List of Native Plants discovered grow- 
ing near Boston, (Mass.) tbe present 
season S45 

List of Annual Flowers, with tbe height 
and color of each, the habit of their 
growth, &c. 175 



List of new Genera, introdnced Into 
Torrey k, Gray's Flora ofMymk Aner- 
ica, established mostly on the autiior- 
ityofNuttall S97 

An Account of the Cryptogamla grow- 
ing in Chelmsford, Mass. 340 



wScAcia affi^nia 369 

arm&ta 195 

CycItVpls 368 

dealbata 369 

decurrens 110. 369 

difllksa 368 

Interniddia ' 156 

lonKifd^lia 156 

loph4ntha 369 

pubtecens 110.368 
pulchella 

thegonir4rpa (?) 156 

verticiilAta 110 

vestita 366 

wfchillda montAna 17 

Pt^rmica 410 

wfc6nltum 381 

variegita 410 

Agap4nthus umbellAtQs 351 

457 

var. &lba 351 

A«*ve 3-27 

df 1<« giandifldra 157 

UnfTua 157 

variegAta 157 

Alon^^a ^legiins 156 

Alstroeindria PeUgrina 316 

psitUrkna 149 

pulcli^lla 81*2 

tricolor 319 

jflyssum snxitfle 17 

Awarylli«aulica SO-2 

Belladdnna 389 

grandin6ra (?) 448 
Johnadni 156. 309. 833 

Jtisephlnis 388 

Norriiti J56 

J>9lrtaclnus 448 

rpha fructicdsa 384 

Amt6nia IntiHMia 447 

«alicir6lia 447 
Andr6ineda calycuIAta 935 

JSnemdne nemordsa 235 

Ihallctroldes 935. 974 

VOL. VI. — NO. 



wfnemdne citifdiia 448 

Anod6ntea AalimifdUa 157 
Aiith^ricum Lili4«tram 417 
Antholysa sthiopica 157 
.tSntirrhinum, sp. 157 

caryophylluldee 315 

Liniria 317 

Aquildgia canadensis 17. 157 

395 

slb^rica 17 

jf rabls lyrata 157 

Arilia nudicaulls 374 

AraucAria exc^lsa 44b 

imbric&ta 97U 

jArbdlus j^ndrachne 157 

CTva iini 935 

Arehang^iica atropurpOrea 

ArdiRia colorita 388 

crenuiata 150.319.468 

serratir^lia 468 

«tilan4cea 351 

Arethasn bulb^sa 935 

ophinglossoldes 315 

jfristo]6chia brazili^nsii S3 

«^rum ciinitum 156 

tryphyllum 974 

jfscldpiaj a6rea 319 

curassavica 468 

syrlaca 317 

tuberdsa 3 ■ 6 

var. 316 

.^uter argophyllus J 49 

Aatrintia mAJor 315 

mknor 447 

Aailea kndica 95. 104 

var. 4lba, asyn, of 

/edildlia 194 
eiegiins 194. 909 
Fenst's 156 

Gillinghimt 194 
hybrida 194 

igntecens 141 
photnieea 149. S09 

zii. 59 



Azitea indiea pnnicea 149 
var. purpurea pldno 96 
909 
Sroithu 149 

•eedlliigs 199 

nineteen va- 
rieties enu- 
merated 104 
nndlfldra 974 

viscd«a 317 

Bdndna Mmbi&clna 143 

Bartdriia aurea 134. 317 

BaHilica tuberose, proba- 
bly intended for BtuH- 
la tuberdsa 455 

Bapt&sia au8tr4lls 447 

Beaufdrita decussita 388 
Begdnta sp. 388 

argyrosttgma 156.388 
8ell6wn 468 

BMerit .^qulfdiluro, a 
syn.oi Mabdnia wSqul- 
fdlium 411 

vaigirls 335 

BUtfa hyacinthtaa 149 

Tankervllls 156 

Bor6nia serrulita 156 

Botrychium /bmarokdes 
Bouv4rdia spUndens 990 
triphylla 941. 976. 990 
Bromdita 397 

Burcb^lla cap^nsla 156 

BiixuB arbor4:«ens 388 

Oicilia coccioea 448 

C4ctus, sp, 150 

•c6pa 101 

Calandrlnta discolor 133 
grandifldra 133 

specidsa 133 

Calceol4ria bkcolor 909 

nigdsa 309. 467 

Mi^orukiui 903 

var. Hirsttdna 909 

liktea ■up4rbA 909 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



466 



LIST OF PLANTS. 



aila eth16pica 951. 457 

pal6stri(i 874 

Calli6pdi8 divenliaiia. a 

•yn.ofG.Drunun6udtt 193 

Drumin6ndu 1.13 

tinctdrm 133 

CallUt^mon saligna 3H8 

Cal}c4nUius glauca 149 

Camellia 54 

Jap6nica adonidea, a 

lyn.ofecUpsLi 58 
J. Alldnia 55 

J. ilba pl^na 58 

J.althssBfldra 100 

J. am&bile 58 

j.ampliMima.aiyn. 

of Aitdnia 55 

J. anemonefldm S3 

j Alba S3 56 

J. aKcu6(Ff6lia 337 

J. candidiuima 5S 

J. c4rnea 99. 336 

]. Chindleri 58. 97. 99 
J. Chindleri strUta,a 
syn.ofChiodleri 58 



coccinea 
.conclnna 
. eonctiifldra 

conspicua 

cnrillina 

delicntkmima 



Donckeladh 57. 73. 99 
. Dunlap*s araericAna 23 
ecUpniB 58.97.110 
elata 195 

Aleganv 56.73.110 



97.337 
195 
195 
191 
100 
58 



ti\pMnwt6nia 
, . £ach«ri 
. exc^lsa 
raaciciiiiria 
firohriata 
fl6rida 
r\6yi 
Fdrdi 
fulg«ns 
. Geo. Mason, Sen 
Gen. Henry Lee 
;. G«n. T. Nelson 
. Gllesii 91 

Hendersdni 
, . imbricAla 

Alba 



156 

57 

195 

55 

156 

3:}8 

57. 100. 338 

55 

195 

338 

337 

338 

J 10 

195 

100 

58.99 

S3 

58 

156 

15G 



• Dunl&pi 



. fmperiAlis 

, . incarnita 

insignia 

JacksAni^asyn.or 
LAndretlii 56 

J. Judge Bushrod 

VVasbingion 337 
J. L4ndretlii 56. 100 

1. lindbria 55 

J. Major Lawrence 

Lewis 337 

. Mrs. Doily Madison 337 

. mutAbiUs 100 

. nobiliflsima 58. 100 

. novaborac^nsis 57 

. Old Virginia 338 

. PKoniJl&ru 97 

. PArksii S3. 57 

J. Peter Franeisco 338 

J, Pempdnia SB. 97 

J. pictarAta 57. 110 

1. PrAtttt S3. 57 

J. pttJeh^xrima 56 



Cam^Ilta J. puneiAta 93.57.97 
J. reglnagallicArum, 

a syn. ofecUpsis 58 
J. r^aa sinensis 195 

J. rdsea 97. 195 

J. rose warratab 195 
J. RouUni, a syn. of 

^legans 56 

J. rOibra pl^no 19a 

J. ScrynmAkersii 100 
j. SherwoAdu 57. 73 
1. speci6sa 35. 100. 110 
338 
J. spicAta 
j. spoffortlilAna 56 

j. r6wA 56 

j. Swe^tit 58 

J. Tamponediia 56 

■ j, tricolor 99 

j. th^mphans 58. 100 
j. United States, 

(Dunlap's) 23. 24 
j. Vand^sta sup^rba 99 
]. varicgAta 110. J95.336 
337 
J. WelbAnkta 110 

J. while warratah 93 
J. Wiltdnt 55 

J. seedlings 191. 195 

maltfl6ra l^S 

CampAnula carpAtda 17 
div^rgens 447 

grandifl6ra 17 

medium 447 

perjiicxfdiia S76. 447 
pyramidAlis 388 

rapunculoides 
rutundif61ia . 

Ofcnna nepal^nsis 

Cdntua coccinea 

Caprifi&lium DoaglAsn 



Carpopdgon phkriena 
CMry6ta drens 
Gkssia, sp. 

arbor^scens] 

fistula 

toment^sa 
Cattl^ya labiAU , 
Oean6thas asiAticus 
Centaur^a pdlcbra 
CephalAria, sp. 
CArasua Lanroc^rasoa 

valgAris 
C^reus sp. 

AckermAnn, a syn. 
ofEpiphyiluraAck- 



934 
17 
357 
195 
2'4 
315 
157 
35 
157 
167 
157 
351 
351 
157 
105 
157 
389 

156 



ermAnu 
azi^reus 
chlorOcArpaa 
coccinea 
cylindricus 
flagellif&nnls 



447 
461 
461 
296 
388 
73.998 



ffrandifl6ru8 143.364. 450 

Hookdns 98 

Jenkinsdnt 447 

Mallaidna 79. 241 

Martianttf 298 

Russelliamtf 75. 100 

sc6pa 101 

senilis 460 

speciostsaimoB 949.296 

364. 388. 447 

fpl^ndens, a syn. of 

Kplphylium splen- 

didum 73 



CirenstriangttlAiis 34.941 

truncAtus 75 

Victoria 461 

Chame*rope hdmills 387 

CbelrAnthus cbeiri 195 

Cbeldne glAbra 448 

Cborizt ma cordAtam 105 

Dlcks6nt 10^ 

BenchmAnii 73.103 

vAriam 103 

ChiysAntbemam indi- 

cum 70 

tricolor S34 

Cbrya^ix caliamlca 17. 187 

cr6cea 17 

CimiciAiga foetida 316 

CinerAria bicolor 195 

cruAnta 156 

frAgrana 105. 156 

Kingt 19S 

lanAta 156 

Blatinifi&lia 156 

populifblia 195 

astus canadensis 974 

atrus myrtifdlia 388 

ClArkta ^legans 138. 167 

var.rdsea 138. 187 

palch^llA 17. 187. 934 

var.Alba 17.934 

ClaytAnia virginica 157 

Clematis integrildlia 447 

Sieb6idii 149.319 

Clerod^ndnm speoloeka- 

simam 351 

CUntdntaAlefBBS 136.149 

187 

pulcb^lla 138. 187 

Cob^i^a macrottAmraa 300 

scAndens 300 

Collinsia bicolor 17. 139 

beteit>phylla 319 

OombrAtam puxpdream 143 

351 

OonvallAria bifi^lia 975 

canadensis 974 

canaliculAta 974 

maJAlis 105 

multifldra 974 

racemdsa 935 

stellAta 974 

trif611a 974 

Obnv61vulu8 mdjor 335 

s«pium 335 

tricolor 131 

€ore6psis atropvrpArea, a 

syn. of Callidpsis atro- 

purpdrea 316 

lanceoIAta 316 

pinnAta 318 

verticillAta 316 

C6rnua canadensia 334 

Coronllla glaAca 195 

Corras'a ferniginea 103 

CbrydAlis aArea 157 

gla{ica 315 

(%rylus ansericAna 939 

rostiAta 75 

Cdrypha umbracaulifera 35 

CrAsBU la coccinea 316 

lActea 157 

CralB5*gus glAbra 3W 

CWnum 9^ 

CrotalArla,sp. 157 

CWton polyAndmm Ig 

Grdweasaligna 468 

Ctac^balus stellAtoa 351 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIST OF PLAKTS. 



467 



QiprAMui dlillclu 336 

CycM ravolikU 3S6 

Cyclaman coam 156 

p^rslcum 156 

Cyd6DUJap6oIw 185 

CymMdium pulch^llom Sll 
CyprlpMlum ^leKani 842 
Cyti8u»,8p. J 57 

CAja» 194 

Lab6rnuiB S74 

IMhliar^peni (?) 974 

Z>itpha« bybrlda 156 

oddra 157 

Dolpblnium Barldw« S77.343 

Uaimt (?) 417 

■in^nsis 447 

DmktzM coiyinbdaa 9dB 

scibra 195.359.377.298 
Di4ntha« montiDiu I7 

Dictimnaa 41ba 447 

Fnixintila 974 

r&bra, a ayn. of D. 
Fraxindila 447 

Didiacas sp. 191 

Gcnklea 137. 191 



Dtorvllla eanad^niia 
DigiUUia purpikrea 
Dlone*a muacipula 
IMbama 4iba 

capi(4ta 

arieokdea 
Diplicaua punieaaa 
JDbdecdLtbeon Mekdim 

intafrifftlia 
I>ractt*oa boreilia 

frigiana 

tenninAlla 
Uraeoc^pbalun 

RuvMbidiMMi 
Dmedpii amplexleaAlia 
Dr6aara loiiKifldni 

lotuDdUIdra 
Eehev^rla grandlilAra 



315 
447 
314 
195 
195 
388 
314 
334 
334 
274 
388 
312 
411 
447 
139 
211 
911 
468 



EobJnoGictaa ciadicana 461 

canteUrU 98 

depr^aas 100 

Eyridati 997.931.259 

279.428 

KarwiDBk< 461 

laatiaplnaa 461 

OtUVaia 33 

acdpa 101 

SeUowtdaa 98 

£ehln6paia maUiplaz 98 

£*ohiam c4ndicana 195 

Ela'ia fuina^naia 35 

B'pacrla campanulAto 156 

t[randifl6im 109 

mpr^aaa 104. 109. 468 
yar. cttecinca 104 

palluddsa 109. 156 

ruaeifdlia 104 

varidbilia 109 

Epld^ndnim picme^uni 156 
polyMilbon 156 

Spipbyllum Ackennioti 74 
941 
Jankioa6n< 319 

apedd^ano 34. 73. 319 
aplendldum 941.376 
traiicitttni 157. 941 

Erintbemam atrletum 157 

Ertca ap. 157 

arbAraa 109. 156 

aiDnuIIAcaa 351 

arboUiUrt 976 



Erica 4rdena 


996 


Ftebaia ftlffena var. aty. 


bimaeulAta 


195 


Idaa conapicua 101 


Bonpliiidia 


109 


gridlU 380. 443 


fiowleaaa 


142 


globdsa 977. 388. 457 


c4flVa 


109 


trn^lla 977.888 


carinAta 


351 


Thoni>dni« 370 


eerlDtholdeal95.3n.S98 
aup^rba 314 


F6nkiajiip6nlca 380 
1 Gail'Ardia ariatAta STT 


cindrea 


314 


picta 343 


concinna 


3«9 


1 var. Dniiniu6ndu 140 


c6ncolor 


142 


' Gardenia fMrida 351 


ciirvifldra 


277.4 t' 


miiliiflbra 314 


SranditlOra 


296 


< r&dicana 941.316 


Hartw^llii 


156 


GardoquU Hooker* 977.468 


Kenn^dya 


195 


OeU^ium nUitlum 385 


longUddn 


977. i:96 


Gtnli4kna crinita 3t^9 


mammdea 


351 


OeiAnium maculitum 235 


mediterrinea 


l.^fl 


274 


Monaonidaa 


157 


aanffuineuin 17 


«n€a 


109.195 


atriAlam 411 


pilDcepa 


351 


Gean^na hnlhdiM. 313 


pub^Bcena 


109.195 


maanifica 314 


' pub^^cena minor S96 


MArcbn 1U6 


purm^rea 
reg«rmlnaD8 


149 


h^tila 313 


.%! 


ar^trum 106 


nibena 


977.296 


apicAta 351 


nkbida 


109.977 


atrlcu 106 


n^bra 


468 


Gilla tricolor 17. 457 


BavtieAna 


277 


Oladlolua blmacuI4tua 149 


Bebinan^bra 


351 


blAndua 314 


apAria 


388 


Colvillti 319 


lan^lla 


195 


floril)6ndu8 318. 355. 448 


tiibifldra 


.U>9 


natal^naia 70. 149. 447 


ventric4)aa 


974.276 


rara6aua 4ei3 


var.Eup^rba 


27H 


trlaiia 149 


▼ersicolorcluUDdaa 276 | 


Glorldaa aup^rba 8.387.389 


veatkta 


104 


Gloilmacindicana 349 



var.paendo-veatlta 104 
Erlob6tryaJap6Dica 388 

Erioai^mon cu!«pid4tuiD 1 1 
frynglam amtfthystinum 410 
JCryaimum Perofibkydnvm 319 
349.355 
Eachach6ltsia er^eea, a 
ayo. ofCbryi^Ucr^a 446 



Eucdmls puncUta 

vittiia 
Eugenia 

auatrilla 
Eupatdntim ^legana 

verticiliatum 
£apb6rbta Brydni 

Alegana 

Jaeqaln^^iars 



351 
388 
387 
388 
156 
448 
463 
242 
73.156 
242 
195. 319 
139.934 



apl^ndena 
Eut^ca viflcida 
AkguB sylvitlca var. par- 

ptkrea 944 

Flcua eliatica 76. 387 

Flemingia aeml-alita 157 
Fragiria canad^asia 334 
virginlca 334 

Ftehaia cucclnea 388 

cyliDdrAc«a 101 

fiilgena 101.903.376. .341 
354.445 
var. ftlglda aap4rba 1 1 
globdaa 296 

grandifldra 101 

grandifldraniz- 

ima 101 

maj^stiea 101 

iiiultifl6raer4cta 101 

p^ndula lermin- 

alia 109 



c4iidida 106. 314 

cocclnfa 351 

grandlfldra 249 

m&xima 106 

Mensttetf 351 

apecidaa 949. 314. 368 
var. ^iegana 351 

apindaa 106 

violacea 314 

OnapbAUum plantagineom 

235 

On}diaptnifdIla 110 

Gortdna pervtoia - 156 

Ooaaypium 337 

Grevlllea punicea 195 

Grophlna 335 

Gynin6cladaa eaaadtoala 330 

Uabeniria 189 

crisiita 190 

flava )8» 

14cera 190 

perMnie^na 190 

psycAdea 189 

H4kea gibb<i«a 388 

llaw6rtbta margaritlfera 157 

rettk«a 157. 185 

wffedycblum Gardneruiattai 

3f>8 

J^edyaanim, ap. 157 

Heli^nium Doag^A^H 134 

A:lfchryaum bracte4taiii 105 

macr4iithttiD 105 

Heli4ntbu8 divaricAlua 448 

A«ll£borua vkridia 157 

ffeiiotrdpluni eorymbAfUin 

157 

grand ifldrom 156 

intermddium 156 

F4rkeri 157 
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fliva 974 

f6lrm 447 

Hepittca triloba 150. 157 

ITlbtociis Mamikdt 388 

/litea Rinewkr 156. 3r:l 

3|r«'a hirM^ta ISTi 

oustdnia ceriklea 157. 3a5 
40f) 
longirdlia 3)5 

HAva c irnd<a S4'2. 316. .^31 
Hydrinsoa liort^nsis 31Q 
Hypericum perfoli^tum 317 
Mypnxim prollftfrum fiJ2 
ptkriim 911 

■Qttarr6«am 911 

tilqii^tniin 911 

nyp6xi8 er^'cta S35 

/b^ris coronArla 17 

llhcium floridAnum 195.388 
ImpatienN plcia S99 

tric^riiis S99 

tnffa Harrkaa 103 

Ipoinic'a, sp. J57 

Hor:*f&Ul« 141.113 

inalznifl 143 

hiATi 300 

paniciilAta 143 

QumniclU 455 

nikbro cipnilea 300 

IponiopflU ^legans 930 

/rlf |)&lllda 156 

pnvonia 149 

vcralcolor 974 

4 kinds 974 

Inm^na Amtincaa 143 

/xia lonKifldra 319 

nlbrucyAnea 319 

Izdra cocci nea 3 1 Q 

cracAta 313 

rdiiea 351 

Jhsmlniini gnindifldram 4r>8 
trifoUatiim 351 

Jastlcta specidm 156 

Kklmia angiialifdlU 976. 3)5 
latir<^lia 106. 976 

Kaolfussta amallctkdea 934 
KennMya 103 

Krlcia virginica 934 

Lachcnaiia bkcolor 1.56 

tricolor 156 

p^ndula 156 

LagerBtne'mta indlea 35 
Laiitana Dougliais 351 

mutibiliB 156. 195 

Selldwii 156 

£4riz commiknlfl p^ndula 

var. Godailli 70 

Laath^nia californlca 133 

glabrita 134 

Latdnia borb6ntca 35. 386.451 

LtLiituB ezc^lsa 388 

Lechenaultta formdM 1 1 

156. 468 

Lepldium virginicum 974 

densifldnii 17. 135, S>34 

Lidti-u latifdlia 388 

acariAaa 389 

ZUium atnwanguineam 313 

canad^nse 317 

c4ndiduni 316. 331 

Jap6nicam 317. 338 

■up^rbum 316. 318 

ZlDum Berendi^rt 140 

trigynnin 157 

LU$a auranllaca 317 



Lobelia erlnaa, probably 

intended for L. 

£hnua 903 

gr&ciJia 136. 187 

ignea 999. 448 

ramd^a 10.') 

Lonlcera cancisicum S:i5 

Fraz^ri 4t7 

hiraata 417 

fjdtita jacniirp'us 371. 34:^ 

Liiplhiiii iniit&bilia 976 

Lychnis Hiingeana 448 

ch»lcedunica pidno 31(i 

Floacacuii 195. 234 

ftilgena 315. 4 ri 

Z.y thrum salicAria 447 

Lysimachia 315 

communis 447 

qnadrifOlia 317 

stricta 317 

thymifc^Iia 447 

.VddmtMegaQB 313 

a&tiva 9r« 

Magnblia acuminita 930.974 

336 

conffpicua 33<) 

cordata 930 

gla6ca 106. S.VJ 

grandifldra 3H8 

macrophylla 930.959. 'J77 

purpurea 3S5 

trlpetala 230 

Yiilaa .^85 

Mah^rnia odorita 195 

Jtf&lope gra n d tfldra 188 . 234 

var &lba 934 

JTAlva, fip. 157 

MammiUaria Mcolor 98 

longim&mma 461 

muiititrdsa 461 

tortul^risis 461 

Mandovillea ranvdolens 999 

Man^ttla cnrdifdlia 35 

Id&rica czcrdlea 106 

edulis, probably syn. of 

Mone^a ediklls. 

North i4ina 106 

Mathidia InrAna 195 

Haurindya Barclaydkna 351 

457 

Maxill&ria, sp. 319 

Med«oIa vlreinica 974 

Melaleuca dIosmefdUa 388 

Meloc&ctus depr^BSus 100 

sacchailnufl 460 

Menzidsiacsraiea 314 

MoBembrj anltaeoDUin bar- 

bAtum 157 

cordi(6nne 157 

gtabrum 319 

grandifldnim 157 

lingutefdrme 157 

loraium 157 

lyratum 157 

mlcans 157 

mlnimnm 157 

panduraf5rme 157 

speci^bile 157 

trkcolar 319 

MetroBidiroa mnltilldra 468 
Microstylis opblogloBiol- 

des 334 

Mlmdsa marginAta 109 

mexicana 109 

pro^irau 109 

acindena 109 



Mirodm BeDsmni 457 

Mfrb^lia Baxter! 156 

Milchdlia ripens 315 

Mii^ila diphylla 157 

^oreA4<Ua escnl^nta 311 

M6ru9 multicaaiis, 8. 9. 13 
396.331.373 
JAiua abaca 3^6. 397 

ro!<«tcai!*a 35. 388 

Mynsdtid pal6stria 974 

Jl/yrtiis communis 35 

JV*an(f Ira dom^^tica 388 

Nuncida Qamhitr 157 

Jftlumbium album 157 

apecidsum 157 

Nfin6phila atomaria 133 
IntkgnlB 17. 139. 188 
Nr6tiia jipiraiiB 389 

Ifepcnthes distfllatdria 35 
455 
Atrium coronirium 351 
NigvIU dnmaac^na 130 

var. nana 131 

hiip4nica 130 

Nolana atriplicifdlia 17 

131. 187 
JVUphea, sp. 974 

AVnipha>'a advina 974 

odorita 316. 355 

(Enatkera ainbkgua 316 

l)rumm6Qdu 
FraB^rt 447 

glaiica 447 

LindlryoM 934 

macrocArpa 315 

01(>a frdgrana 468 

Opantia braxili^Diia 388 

ciirassavica 98 

Salmtana 98 

Crcbii 189 

blepharigldtUa 976 

ciiiariB 189 

fimbriata 190 

ftBsa 190 

fUva 189 

grandifldra 190 

Incisa 190 

lacera 190 

rayc6dea 189 

spectabile 189 

A reference to pages 189, 
190,will show the synonyines 
of aeveral uf the above spe- 
cies, which belong to Habe- 
naria. 

Ornithdgalam a^urenm 319 

niveum 195 

pyrenaicum 457 

(Xrobus nkger 447 

purpilrea 447 

(Xxalis acetofl^lla 334 

Bowi^i 149. 385. 468 

Darv^Ua 103 

liktra 157 

purpurea 157 

rosacs^a 104 

rdsea 104. 157 

versicolor 104 

OxyOra chrysantbemoldes 

133 
Pednta albiflbra var. fti- 

grans 976 

var. Hikmet 976 

P6ttBu 149. 447 

Re^vetn 447 

Wtaittl«> 976 
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P96nia itbAreA, •yn.wlth 

the P.Moitn 156 
P. Maitan S43 

panivericea yar. 
B4nkita 411 

PftnerAiium S3:J 

sp. J57 

Poiiiiiiiiiu snirAIii 35 

Papiver nrntt^uum 99 

Ri'^riciim 447 

Panlftdrfi nIAta 30S 

curiklra 457 

KprmPBkna 943 

Lnuddnt 469 

priiiceps 156 

quaiirnngulAiis 389 

racem^na )56 

P^fHinum hdrmnla 350 

PelargAnlum, 17 var. enume- 
rated -203.312; 13var. 
313.314. 
Comptdnitf 195 

Pentst^mon difl&ium 313 
gt>nt\amoide$ 448 

Bpecidium 311; 

Peristylis 189 

Petunia pbcenieea 448 

purpurea, probably 
the same as phoi- 
nlcea 156. 195 

Plil6x dhraricAta 17. 934 
Druinin6Qdit 17. 199. 1.15 
143.834.355 
maculAta 447 

omnifldra 463 

rtpena 17. 931 

•uav^nleai 974. 447 

subuldita 157 

PhoB'niz dactylifera 35. 388 
Pb6rmiuiii t^naz 396. 333 
PhoUnIa arbutir^lla 388 

Pbyteama campanulolde* 

447 

Plmelia decus(r4ta 103 

Hendervdnti 103 

proairAta 103 

rtiwa 109. 277 

Plnufl CAdnii 944 

Plan liso, ftp. 157 

Platanib^ra 189 

holnp^tala 189 

orbicuiAla 334 

Platyst^mon eallArnieui 99 

131 

leloc4rpai 99 

PlnmbAgo eap^nali 195. 351 

Pda 4nnua 999 

Pndnlyria auitrAlia 447 

Polna^ttia pulcb^rrima 156 

943 

Polerodnum rdpena 157 

Poliinthea tiiberAaa 40 

Poly gala ffrandlfldra 110 

rubella 315 

Polygonum artieulAtum 389 

Polytricbum commune 913 

PortulAca, ap. 157 

Oilli^ati 18. 103 

grandifldra 18. 103 

yar. riitila 103 

•pecidaa 411 

PoCentUla atrosannilnaa 109 

447 

fenaclnea 109 

formal 17 

335 



Potentilla HopwoodadM 317 

pedAta 109 

Pringoe pabulArla 939 

Primula prap*niteaa 150. 156 

Bin^ii»ia41ba, a pyn. 
of pne^nitenaUba 156 
Pnlknoa boreiiia 935 

obovAtiis 9.15 

Piiimon4riavirgtnica 157 
PAnica, ap. 341 

Pyr^ihrum parUi^nlum, 

fl.pl. 114 

PyraR amerlcAna 335 

Aan&ncnius 4cris 3ti9 

ap. pl^no S34 

Ah^xia virginlca 934. 976 
Rhipfiali!t<alicornoldes 195 
Ataodod^ndmn 41bum S9.'> 

arbdreum 195. %<8 

hybrldum 15K 

m4xlmain lOG 

rd^eum 191 

Ribes rlgena 334 

oangulneum 9S9 

Rich4rdfa rthi6plca 156 

Rivlna humila 351 

RobinU hiipida 974 

BdcbHA folc4ta 157. 388 

obUqua 157 

Rod4ntbe ManglAati 136. 960 
Ro^lla clll4ta 977 

^Ipgnna 104 

Rondeldtta apeeidaa 351 

Adsa rublfdita 930 

Aabus odor4ttta 334 

Btrig6>us 334 

Rudb^ckia amplexicaiil- 
la, a ayn. of Uracdpia 

amplbxIcaAUa 133 

Ru^llta anisopbylla 157 

f<irm6aa 74. 195 

Ru8tf^li'aj6ncea 934 

Sabb4tui cblorokdea 317 

S41via p4tena 469. 468 

api^ndena 143. 457 

Ten6re> 355. 431 

SlambAcua pOSena 334 

Sarracinta purpi]irea St74 
Sazifiraga alzoldea 17 

arbdrea 156 

Iigul4ta 156 

Scab16aa atroparpikrea 974 

grandifldra 934 

Scliiz4ntbu8 pinnitas 139 

Pritetu 138. 457 

5ciUa peruvi4na 156 

Sidum 4Dglicum 17 

cotyledon 389 

Siebdldn 468 

SemperTivum arbdraum 195 

351 

Aendclo a6rea 935 

obnvatua 935 

Bheph^rdta arg^ntea 388 
Sildne corop4cta 17. 139 

muiUfldra 140. 167 

pennsylvinlca 935 

r^gia 4J1 

Tendrei 140 

SoIiDum , ap. 157. 309 

jaamlnokdea 309 

S611ya heteropbylla 996 

lineiria 998 

S6nchaa, ao. 157 

Sparizit veialeolor 149 

SpwmiBiiia africina 195 



SpbBD6gyne •pedtea 813 

8pb4gDum fill 

Spirn'a 41ba 317 

fijip^ndula 447 

Jai^nica 447 

lobAta 316 

var Rm«»ic4oa •Sie. iJO 

pemi|)i^na f47 

Star^ita nml'lgua 943 

ni cul4ui ' 34t« 

Sternbiriiuz latea 53.365 

Strtlltziaauguaia 8 

region 3)3. 468 

Bwalnodn/a galeglf^lia 961 

&yphoc4ropylofl bicolor 77 

74zu8cblri^niiia 388 

TYcoiaa cap^iisia 388 

jNsminoldea 191. 313 

Tlialicirum dloicum 935 

Tk^a vlridia 388 

Tbunb^rgia al4(a 138 300 385 

var.4l(>a 138.300 

auranilaca 300 

grandifldra 351. 468 

white »p. 385 

T'hi^aorienUlia 388 

Tlar^lla cordiMMa 157 

Tigiidia concblfldra 380 

Till4nd«ui bromeluc^dlia 949 

Tormentilla r^ptana pM- 

no 17 

Tracbymdna, (tee Didis- 

cus) 191 

cei Alea, a ay o. of Di- 

diflcuM coeri^lea 137 

Trade«c4nlta discolor 388 

7^lfdHumr4pen8 334 

TiUliuro cdruuum 1274 

er^ctiim 195 

grandiflOrum 195 

Tr16eteum perruliAtum 974 

Tritdnia croc4ta 195 

p4llida 195 

Tweddui c«nUea 469 

crnlca.ap. 157 

Valeriana aaz4tills 17 

ValI6ta purpurea 388 

Ferb4i!cum Tb4paaa 817 

Ferb^na 41ba, a ayn. of 

Tencroide§ 195.954 

ame'na 300 

Arraniana 195. S54 

AubUtM S54 

var. Drummdndu 156 

195.954 

cbam«drif<MJa 198.854 

971 

Eyreaaa 195. 954 

Inclsa 197. 166. 954 

muliiflda 954 

pulcb^lla 954 

41 ba S54 

fulpbi^n^a 954 

7Vucr«ii2w 909.954.300 

443 

var. 957 

TweedleaiM 909.389.443 

459 

vendia 137. 954 

I'be following are, proba- 
bly, only yarictlea of the spe- 
cies eniuneimicd above, and 
have nearly all been produc- 
ed by taybridisatlon, a large 
pattof tbem inm the Tweed- 
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Google 
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Lias or PLANTS. 



tetlM, ByM«M,mnd «liBm«- 


Waleii*iiMdllii« 


956 




974 


drif61ia:~ 


WateAn* 195. 254 


tricolor 


388 


BInneydM iq&.354.443 


WincbeMArH 957 


.355 


Watadnta Meriinc 


149 


CoIcArdii 256 




387 


WlstAria ConaequAwi 


141 


elegAoi 447 


ap. 


157 


143. 339. 931. 908.384 


fbUent 903.854.309 


many apeciaa and ra 




fnitteoena 


»I8 


. HiraiU 137 


rieliaa eaunerated 355 


7ic«a fliamentdn 


317 


*' Igntecent 138. ]95 


ab9 


453 


glorl6«a 


979 


InUtrmMla 955 
• Kflvingt^nia 909, 255 


rcrdatMchama^diya 


448 


Zimla li6rrida 


35 


apicdta var. 


17 


IntefrifAUa 


395 


niMi^ria 447 


ap. 


447 


p6ngf>na 


461 


P«pperi 197, 105. 356 


recicirla 4lba 


447 


Zepbyrinthea Jk^mmm 


1 53 


Fow^lKi 95S. 355. 3H9 


Fibdrnum /antaaoldct 


335 


earinita 


457 


Rlchard»toii 955 


likcidam 


195 


rAaM 


53 


RoM^ilti 956 


Flnca rdaea 


S5I 


Zlchya 


103 


■peeidia 955. 380. 453 


^ola acdta 


374 




103 


■ap«rb<i 448 


bl4nda 


195 


dlliUta 


103 


TweedleiM grmndi. 


cucullAta 


157 


Klabrtla 


103 


fl6ra 198. 954 


InncMlita 


195 


ZliiBto,ip« 


VS7 


sup^rta 


p«d4ta 157.935 
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